
Dear Colleague:

April is usually a fun time. But sadly, the 
news all around us creates anxiety...What 
will happen next? Schools, jobs, shopping, 
health all affected by COVID-19, and 
in unpredictable ways. We all need to 
make plans in case of ...? What if? And 
help students get the vocabulary they 
need to understand what’s happening 
with coronavirus/COVID-19, what the 
government is doing, how to prevent it, 
how to weather it without infecting elderly 
or immune-compromised others. 

Elizabeth Claire and Carol Brigham

How will the U.S. fight the 
coronavirus? (pages 1 and 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell the symptoms of COVID-19, how it 
is spread, and the facts of who is most in 
danger. They will be able to tell some of 
the effects in the world from COVID-19, 
and how those might affect their school 
or jobs. Preparation: Find out the current 
numbers of cases in the world and in the 
United States. Find out what your school’s 
and community’s plans are. 

Explain the term ripple effect: It’s what 
happens when you throw a large stone 
into a quiet lake...The ripples go to the 
shore in all directions. Challenge students 
to imagine the ripple effect from one of 
COVID-19’s effects. For example: What 
would be ripple effects of closing your 
school? And so forth. 

Explain what the stock market is, 
for students who don’t know. Many 
organizations (such as unions) and people 
save their money in accounts that can buy 
stocks. Over a long period of time, the 
value of many stocks increases because 
those companies are profitable. However, 
COVID-19 has slowed world trade, many 
people can’t work, businesses are losing 
money and fearing the future, so the people 
who own stocks are selling them. The 
prices of the stocks go down. 

Don’t catch COVID-19 (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell seven things to do and five things not 
to do to prevent catching or spreading 
COVID-19. Preparation: Bring in hand 

sanitizer, masks, and a covered waste 
basket. You might download and print out 
the list of actions given by the CDC at 
CDC.gov.

Procedure: Find out what students 
already know about preventing the spread 
of the flu or COVID-19. Write their do’s 
and don’ts on the board. Then read the 
article. Explain that washing their hands 
well means 20 seconds. (Sing Happy 
Birthday through two times.) Elicit ways 
that students can greet other people 
without shaking hands, hugging, or kissing. 
Demonstrate how an ordinary face mask 
has spaces where a virus can reach the 
face. Have students notice how difficult 
it is to not touch their face. Have two 
students at the front of the room observe 
others and report how many times students 
touched their faces. Demonstrate coughing 
or sneezing into one’s elbow. (Caution: 
Now your sleeve contains any virus you 
may have. Handle your clothes carefully. 
Better to cough or sneeze into a tissue and 
throw it away into a closed trash basket.)

Laws about work (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell ten laws or regulations about work 
and tell how those laws apply to them in 
their lives. Preparation: Check out the 
Department of Labor website DOL.gov for 
more information on labor laws and who is 
covered. 

Procedure: Have students who have, or 
have had, jobs in the U.S. tell any rules 
they or their employers had to follow. 
Have students who had jobs in their home 
countries tell of any laws about minimum 
wage, protection against discrimination or 
harassment, and protection for children. 
List the types of regulations on the board: 
Who may work, licenses, fair labor 
practices, job safety, minimum wage. As 
you/they read the article, have students 
give examples of each. Discuss what a 
worker’s responsibility would be [asking 
for the rules, asking for safety instructions, 
reporting incidents to the agency (last 
resort) if the employer does not conform to 
the law].    

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar  Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their countries 

in April. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in April. 
What school events will take place in 
April? Have students write these directly 
on the calendar. 

April Fools’ Day  Arrange a gentle trick 
to play on your class on April 1. The trick 
can have some good language practice 
built in. (Hang pictures in the class upside 
down; announce a surprise test; wear 
non-matching earrings, shoes, etc; wear a 
winter coat to class; use a practical joke 
prop such as a sponge stone, squirting 
ring, etc.) Then read the article, pointing 
out that the lies or tricks are supposed to 
be fun for both people and should not be 
cruel, sad, embarrassing, or dangerous. 

Income-tax deadline  Remind students 
that the deadline for filing their federal 
income taxes is April 15 this year. See 
March’s Easy English NEWS for more 
information about income taxes.

National Cherry Blossom Festival 
Explain that many countries have the 
tradition of giving gifts to the people of 
other countries. Why do you think Japan 
gave 3,000 cherry trees to the U.S. people? 
How does that make you feel about the 
Japanese people? (Japan was an ally in 
World War One, but an enemy in World 
War Two. And later became a friend 
again.)

Passover  Have any Jewish students tell 
how their family celebrates Passover or 
invite a guest in to talk about Passover. 
Summarize the Ten Commandments in 
simple English if appropriate for your 
students: 1. Believe in only one God. 2. 
Don’t make any idols. 3. Don’t use God’s 
name for a bad purpose. 4. Keep the 
sabbath holy. (Saturday for Jews, Sunday 
for Christians) 5. Honor your mother and 
father. 6. Do not murder. 7. Do not commit 
adultery. 8. Do not steal. 9. Do not tell lies 
about other people. 10. Do not wish for 
things that belong to someone else. 

Earth Day  Objectives: Check to see 
if there are activities, fairs, festivals, 
clean ups etc. in your area that have not 
been canceled. Brainstorm simple things 
the class can do for the school or the 
neighborhood or their own home on Earth 
Day.

Easter Have any Christian students in 
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your class (or invite one in) tell the story 
of Jesus’ crucifixion, if appropriate, being 
sure again, to preface statements with 
“Christians believe” or “The story in the 
Bible says....” Ask them to tell about each 
of the special events that lead up to Easter: 
Ash Wednesday, Lent, Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday. Tell of the 
“Golden Rule” ascribed to Jesus’ teachings 
that seems universal in all religions: “Do 
to others the things you would want others 
to do to you,” or “Treat others the way you 
want to be treated.” Have students tell the 
version of it in their own culture.

For activities for Easter, see eslkidstuff.
com/EasterGames.htm

Ramadan  Have any Muslim students 
explain their feelings and customs for 
Ramadan. If non-Muslim students choose 
to test their own self-control by not 
eating and drinking during daylight hours, 
recommend a high-protein (eggs, meat) 
breakfast with plenty of fluids before 
dawn. What are their experiences? 

Office Workers’ Day  Invite one of the 
support workers in your school to come to 
your class to explain his or her job and to 
answer questions about it. Help students 
appreciate that most endeavors, like 
schools, businesses, etc. do not depend on 
one person but on many people on a team. 
Have students each choose a secretary or 
administrative professional at school to 
write a thank-you letter to. Brainstorm 
what the letter might say. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read and enjoy the stories from readers. 
Have students tell of any incidents in their 
own lives that are similar. Have you ever 
had an “unlucky surprise?” Have you ever 
misunderstood directions about what to 
do? What experiences have you had with 
an American (or any) dentist?  Are you 
afraid of heights? How do you feel when 
you look down from a great height? 

Who will be the presidential 
candidates?  
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the remaining candidates in the 
Republican and Democratic contests for 
nomination. They will be able to state 
the number needed to win each party’s 
nomination, and tell why Donald Trump 
is already sure to be the Republican 
candidate. Preparation: Get the up-to-date 
numbers (which will have changed from 
the date of our going to press) of delegates 
won and candidates still in the race. 

Go to realclearpolitics.com/epolls/2020/
president/democratic_delegate_count.

html (for Democrat delegate numbers) 
or 270towin.com/2020-republican-
nomination/ (for Republican delegate 
numbers).  Procedure: Read the article, 
have students identify the photos of the 
candidates. Locate the states that had their 
primary elections in March on a wall map. 
Use the 2020 Election Chart at our website 
Elizabethclaire.com/collections/free-stuff 
to keep track of the race for delegates. 
We have included many supplementary 
questions with the Election Chart.

Arbor Day (page 5)

Arbor Day  Objectives: Students will 
be able to tell the steps in planting a tree; 
what is needed, how to choose a location, 
and how to protect a young tree. They 
will be able to tell why different states 
celebrate Arbor Day on different days.

Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day 
(page 7)

April is usually our “Earth Month” issue 
focusing on an aspect of taking care of the 
earth. The theme of International Earth 
Day is Climate Action. Since it is Earth 
Day’s 50th Anniversary, it seemed a good 
idea for Heroes and History to see how 
one person inspired ten million people 
to establish the first Earth Day and get 
important laws passed. 

Objectives Students will be able to 
tell six conditions that were harming the 
Earth (or that still harm the Earth) before 
the first Earth Day. They will be able to 
tell what made Senator Nelson decide he 
had to do something about the damage to 
the earth and how he accomplished that. 
Procedure: Bring in any news items about 
the activities your town or your school 
are going to do for Earth Day. Brainstorm 
with your students what they can do to 
lower their use of electricity, fossil fuels, 
and to keep rivers, streams, and streets 
clean. Read the article and discuss: How 
did one person make a great difference? 
What are the laws that were passed, and 
how did they change things? Have students 
research: Does gas have lead in it today? 
How many miles to the gallon does the 
average car get today? What changes did 
the Clean Air Act and the Clean Waters 
Act bring? Students will be able to tell 
why Earth is a “Goldilocks Planet” (Tell or 
remind them of the story of Goldilocks and 
the Three Bears.) 

Poetry Month (page 9) 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell the difference between a poem and 
regular prose and tell three poetic devices 
that poets use. Start with an explanation 
of the purpose of National Poetry Month 
and elicit What is a poem? How is it 
different from reading a paragraph in a 

text book or a story? What poems do you 
know by heart in English or in your native 
language? Ask students to recite them. Ask 
if students have heard the story of Alice in 
Wonderland? Mention that the poem they 
are going to read is by the same author, 
Lewis Caroll. The Crocodile  gives you an 
opportunity to teach the concepts of rhyme, 
rhythm and meter, personification, stressed 
and unstressed syllables, and more. 

Procedure: Read The Crocodile out loud 
to the class. Pronounce the words clearly 
so they can hear the rhymes and the music 
of the words. Explain the meaning of doth, 
Nile, scale, jaws. Read the poem a second 
time. Then let students take turns in groups 
reading the poem. Ask: Is this poem scary 
or is it funny? What makes it so?  Ask: 
Which words rhyme? How many stressed 
beats are in each line? What is the rhyme 
scheme (ABAB, CDCD). Poets choose 
their words very carefully. Why do you 
think the poet chose the animal crocodile 
rather than an alligator? 

Bring other poems that would be 
of interest to your students to read, 
understand, and notice the various poetic 
devices. Have students write a short poem 
themselves. A haiku is a good poetic form 
for ESL students to start with. It doesn’t 
need to rhyme and is only three lines long 
(five syllables in the first line, seven in 
the second line, and five in the third line.) 
Many haiku are about nature, which ties in 
well with Earth Month and Arbor Day.

ANSWERS

16. F 15

17. T

18. F (Republican)

19. T

20. F (Earth)

21. C (goggles)

22. B (convention)

23. G (smog)

24. H (species)

25. D (incinerator)

26. J (grin)

27. F (foolish)

28. E (improve)

29. A (rhyme)

30. I (drop out)

1. a

2. c

3. a

4. b

5. b 

6. a

7. d

8. c

9. d

10. b

11. F (April)

12. F (first)

13. F (Arbor 
Day)

14. F (ten)

15. T



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. What is the new name for the 
coronavirus?

  a)  COVID-19
  b)  SARS
  c)  MERS
  d)  common cold

____  2. How much money will the U.S. 
government spend to fight the 
coronavirus?

  a)  83 million dollars
  b)  830,000 dollars
  c)  8,300,000,000 dollars
  d)  83 trillion dollars

____  3. People with serious health problems 
or who are elderly may get 
_____________ if they catch the 
coronavirus.

  a)  pneumonia
  b)  the flu
  c)  cancer
  d)  measles

____  4. Use ___________ after you touch 
railings, doors, or other things 
outdoors.

  a)  hand lotion
  b)  hand sanitizer
  c)  hair spray
  d)  face cream

____  5. One good way to greet a person in the 
days of a coronavirus epidemic is

  a)  a big hug
  b)  a smile
  c)  a kiss
  d)  shake hands

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. Employers may hire only people who  

  a) are legally allowed to work.
  b) are under the age of 14.
  c) have a passport.
  d) were born outside the United States.

____  7. Children aged 14 and 15 may work

  a) in hazardous jobs.
  b)    during school hours.
  c) in mines or factories. 
  d) less than three hours on a school   

 day. 
  
____  8. The national minimum wage for many 

kinds of work is ________.

  a) $5.25
  b) $6.25
  c) $7.25
  d) $8.20

____  9. Men and women must get equal pay if 

  a) the work is very hard.
  b) it’s usually a man’s job.
  c) they start on the same date.
  d) they do equal work.

____  10.  OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health 
Act) has rules 

  
  a) about paying workers time-and-a-  

 half pay.
  b) to prevent workers from being hurt at  

 work.
  c)  against discrimination because of   

 gender, race, or religion. 
  d) about speaking English at work.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. Events in April

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  Earth Day is in the month of June.                  
              _________________________________

____  12. People play tricks and fool others on 
April second.  
_________________________________

____  13.  Passover is a day to plant trees.  
_________________________________

____  14.  Jews tell the story of Moses and the 
twelve commandments.   
_________________________________ 

____  15.  April is National Poetry Month.  
_________________________________

____  16. April 18 is this year’s deadline for 
sending in an income tax return to the 
government. ______________________

____  17.  A candidate needs to win a majority 
of its party’s delegates to win the 
nomination.  
_________________________________

____  18. The Democratic Party will choose 
Donald Trump as its candidate for 
president. ______________________

____  19. Gaylord Nelson started the first Earth 
Day. ____________________________

____  20. The Moon has been called 
a “Goldilocks” Planet. 
_____________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

  A. rhyme  F.  foolish
  B. convention  G. smog
  C. goggles  H. species
  D. incinerator  I.  drop out
  E. improve  J.  jaw

____  21. Workers in some jobs need to wear 
_______________ to protect their eyes. 

____  22. Democratic candidates want to win the 
most delegates to go to their national 
________________________ in July.

____  23. It’s hard to breathe when there is 
___________ in the city.

____  24. There are over 2,141,700 
_______________ of animals on the 
Earth.

____  25. We can burn trash in an 
_____________________.

____  26. The teacher’s _________________ hurt 
from a toothache. 

____  27. You might feel ________________ if 
you believe a lie that someone tells you 
on April first. 

____  28. When you make something better, you 
_________________ it. 

____  29. Nile and smile are two words that 
_____________________________.

____  30. Many candidates had to 
___________________ of the race 
because they did not get many 
delegates.
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