
Dear Colleagues:

Happy spring! If your program ends 
in May, and you won’t see your students 
again, encourage them to subscribe to Easy 
English NEWS for home delivery, or ask 
for it at their local library. (Remind them, 
no July or August.) If your program runs 
through June, we’ll try to get the paper to 
you before the last week in May to be sure 
you have enough time to take advantage 
of it.

People have asked, so I am glad to say 
that the prices for next year’s subscriptions 
will be the same as they are on coupons on 
page 10. 

Disclaimer: The news about Venezuela’s 
problems has been developing each day, 
and as you know, Easy English NEWS 
has no reporters in that country. We are 
ESL teachers in the vocabulary business. 
We have no access to “the TRUTH” so 
can only report what others are saying, 
and it’s a mix, for sure. We also are not 
a daily paper or even a weekly, so events 
could be happening for a couple of weeks 
before you start to read the paper. Keep 
yourself up to date on the events there with 
a variety of sources.  

There are many questions we could ask 
about Venezuela, and the news coverage 
we get of it. It runs deeper than the major 
news distributors describe. Political 
parties, news organizations, and others 
have axes to grind, so a lot has to be taken 
with a shaker full of salt. 

There is a lot of comparison of the 
socialism in Venezuela with the socialism 
now proposed by the U.S.’s Democratic 
party. Was it necessarily socialist 
philosophy that caused the problems? Was 
it greed, nepotism, cronyism, corruption, 
mismanagement, lack of knowledge by 
the government, and the sudden disastrous 
drop in oil prices? 

 These are questions to keep in mind 
during the soon-to-come debates on 
how to create jobs, end poverty in the 
U.S., provide health care for all, higher 
education without burdonsome debt, etc. 
Or not. With the usual name calling and 
mud slinging that passes for political 
discourse these days. 

The U.S. and Venezuela  
(pages 1 and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell who 
Hugo Chavez, Nicolás Maduro, and Juan 
GuaidÓ are. They will be able to tell the prob-
lems that Venezuela is facing. They will be able 
to define corruption. 

Procedures:  Use a wall map to have students 
point out Venezuela and its close neighbors. 
Elicit from students what they already know or 
have heard about problems in Venezuela. 

Read the article, clarify vocabulary and mean-
ing. Have students make a time line from the 
election of Hugo Chaves to the present day, 
with the events that happened in 2013, 2014, 
2018. Ask questions such as: What happens 
when a single ruler has too much power? What 
is corruption? Why would people become cor-
rupt? How do price controls cause shortages 
of food and other goods? How would printing 
money cause inflation? Why did the United 
States put sanctions on Venezuelan oil? What 
is the effect of sanctions on the economy of 
Venezuela?   

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in the month and write those on 
the calendar. Also note any school events, 
and personal events such as birthdays and 
anniversaries. 

May Day  Ask what students do in their 
home countries on May first. Do they 
celebrate International Workers’ Day? 
May Day is a traditional English holiday 
greeting spring, with beauty queens, 
parades with flowers and floats, and a 
dance around a May Pole. This is no longer 
encouraged at American schools, regarded 
as being sexist, or keeping women and 
girls in a passive condition, dependent on 
looks rather than on accomplishments.

Mother’s Day Have students talk about 
the person who “mothered” them. (Kept 
them alive when they were too small 
to take care of themselves. It might be 
their mother, stepmother, aunt, father, 
grandparent, foster parent, etc.) Have 
students write their own memories of 
someone who mothered them. Or how they 
mothered their own children. What are 
your plans for Mother’s Day? 

Cinco de Mayo. If you have Mexican 

students in your class ask them to tell 
how they celebrate Cinco de Mayo. Bring 
in Mexican music or videos of Mexican 
dancing. Have students locate Mexico 
on a large wall map, and find the border, 
the rivers, the areas in the U.S. that have 
Spanish names. Have some advanced 
students research the Battle of Puebla, 
and report to the class. Discuss how the 
outcome of a battle can change the course 
of history. If the French had won the battle 
of Puebla, our neighbors might be speaking 
French, not Spanish.

Asian and Pacific-Islander Heritage 
Month  Have students locate Asia on a 
world map, and name the countries. Also 
look at the Pacific Ocean and identify 
various islands. What is your school doing 
to mark this month?  

Ask any Asian or Pacific-Island students 
in your class to demonstrate a skill from 
their own culture. Examples: teach how 
to use chopsticks, do tai chi or karate 
moves, explain feng shui concepts, flower 
arranging, writing characters or letters in 
Asian languages, etc. Discuss these sayings 
of Confucius on education. Do they agree 
or disagree? Ignorance is the night of the 
mind, and a night without moon and stars. 
 Forget injuries, never forget kindnesses. 

How does this Confucius’ saying help 
teachers to teach? I hear and I forget. I 
see and I remember. I do and I understand. 
Elicit the names of famous Asians that 
students know of. (See a long list at 
Wikipedia.com.) 

Kentucky Derby  Have students heard 
of the Kentucky Derby? Some of the 
horses that may be running are: Roadster, 
Improbable, Game Winner, Tacitus, Omaha 
Beach, Vekoma, and Maximum Security.  
Students can see past races of these 
contenders at Youtube.com. Search for: 
“Kentucky Derby 2019” (plus the name of 
the horse they like). 

Assign an optional homework assignment 
to watch the derby on TV. Build horse 
and racing vocabulary: filly, colt, jockey, 
starting gate, favorite, long shot, And 
they’re off! in the lead, back stretch, finish 
line, purse, odds, win by a length, win by a 
nose, etc.

Armed Forces Day Talk about the  
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 ANSWERS

 1. d

 2. b

 3. c

 4. a

 5. c

 6. c

 7. b

 8. b

 9. a

10. d

11. F (May)

12. T

13. F (Asian)

14. F 
(Mexican)

15. F (five)

16. F (parent’s)

17. T

18. F (cannot)

19. F (college)

20. T

21. I (puppet)

22. A (copyright)

23. D (interim)

24. B (inlist)

25. E (corruption) 

26. F (barracks)

27. C (universal)

28. G (exhausting)

29. J (draft)

30. H (opposition )

various branches of the Armed Services. 
Ask if any students have been in the armed 
forces in their home countries. Was it 
voluntary or required? Was it men only, or 
men and women? Talk about the sacrifices 
that people in the Armed Forces make for 
their country. Remind young men in your 
class that they must, by law, register for 
Selective Service when they become 18, 
and register again if they move before 
the age of 25. If they don’t register, they 
can lose eligibility for student financial 
aid, job training, and jobs in the Federal 
government. They must register even if 
they are not citizens. Read the article on 
page 6 on jobs in the military. 

Memorial Day Read the article. Discuss: 
Why is it important to remember people 
who have sacrificed their lives for their 
country? Does anyone in the class have 
a family member in the Armed Forces? 
Invite a veteran (call the VFW) or National 
Guard person to speak to the class about 
the work of the Armed Forces or the 
importance of Memorial Day. Point out 
that it is also patriotic to work for peace 
and oppose wars. And to show respect for 
all sides. Encourage students to watch any 
parade planned for your community. 

This is your page (page 4)

Read the stories and discuss any 
applications in their own lives. Ask 
questions such as: What words have you 
confused in English? Have you ever gotten 
an award? What was it for? Have you ever 
worked in a restaurant? Tell about it. Have 
you ever worked where you got tips? How 
would a worker get good tips? Do you 
have a library card? What kinds of books 
do you like to read? Where can a family 
find a good baby sitter? 

Ask a Speech Coach: Final s

Most English language students can 
understand the function of final s to 
indicate plurals, third- person singular 
present tense verbs, and possessive forms. 
However to remember to use them is a 
problem, and it’s slow to become habitual. 
Frequent practice is often necessary. For 
some, the distinction between /s/ and 
/z/ needs practice.  After practice in the 
article, note the difficulties your students 
have, and review, if necessary a few 
minutes every day for a week, and then 
once a week. 

Jobs in the military (page 6) 

The military is a draw for many young 
immigrants because of the training and job 
benefits, plus a shorter path to citizenship 
it provides. Military recruiters will tell the 
up-side of the profession. The down-side 
may not be as clear. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the five branches of the military, some 
requirements for the military, military 
benefits, and several difficulties of life in 
the military.

Procedures: Read the article and discuss. 
Have students find more information 
through interviewing current or former 
members of the military, to ask pros 
and cons of this kind of work. Have 
some students search the Internet for 
“advantages and disadvantages of military 
life” and “What happens to veterans after 
they leave the military?”

Ask questions such as: Who has a friend 
or family member in the military? What 
branch? What have you learned from that 
person? Who served in the military in your 
home country? Tell about it.

Noah Webster and the dictionary 
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell reasons that Webster wrote the Blue-
Backed Speller, and the Dictionary of 
American English. They will be able to tell 
when he lived, and how he helped shape 
the future of the United States. They’ll 
be able to tell some of his difficulties and 
what he did about them.

Procedures: Bring in from the school 
library copies of Merriam Webster 
dictionaries, hard copies and paperback. 
Explain that the G & C Merriam Co. 
bought the rights to Webster’s dictionary 
from his heirs after he passed away. They 
have kept it in print with revisions ever 
since. 

Explain that the English language has 
more words than any other language. (The 
Second Edition of the Oxford English 
Dictionary, published in 1989, contains full 
entries for 171,476 words in current use, 
and 47,156 obsolete words.) Explain the 
terms abridged and unabridged. 

The language with the next largest 
number of words is German. The reason 
English has so many words is that England 
was an island that was invaded by many 
different groups of people: Romans, Angles 
and Saxons, Vikings, Norman French, 
each bringing terms in their language 
that English adopted. When Britain had 
colonies all over the world, it adopted 
words from the countries it ruled. 

 (Mention that it’s also hard to count 
words in a language. For instance are see, 
saw, and seen one word or three? Is run 
54 different words, one for each of its 
meanings?)  

   Have students notice the various 
parts of a word’s dictionary definition: 
syllabification, pronunciation, part of 
speech, meanings, and sometimes past 
forms or plural forms. Webster’s dictionary 
also told the origins of the words. Have 
students work in small groups to write 
dictionary entries with all those parts and 
definitions, in alphabetical order, without 
looking them up in any dictionary: book, 
lunch, mother, school, beauty, history; 
work, play, run, move, take, happy, nice, 
today, May. Have students read their 
definitions to the class and listen to other 
group’s definitions. Have students note and 
tell about the ease or difficulty they had.

Publisher’s milestone (page 10)

Well, I didn’t want to put this picture and 
article in the paper, but the staff insisted. 
Make of it what you will. I’ve survived 
and am still going strong, and Easy 
English NEWS is, teachers tell me, getting 
better than ever with all the teaching 
aids, recordings, quadruple editings, great 
photos. Who was it said, “Choose a job 
you love and you’ll never work a day in 
your life.” (Confucius?) 

In 1987, I left public school ESL 
teaching (which I loved) and entered my 
childhood dream job, which was writing 
full time. So what could be better than 
doing two jobs I love at the same time? 

Have students look into their future and 
research what they need to do to get to a 
job they love. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

May 2019 Quiz I

____  1.   Venezuela is in  ___________

  a)  North America.
  b)  Central America.
  c)  the United States.
  d)  South America.

____  2. The person who won the May 2018 
election in Venezuela is ___________

  a)  Juan Guaidó.
  b)  Nicolás Maduro
  c)  Cesar Chaves.
  d)  Hugo Chaves.

____  3. Venezuela was a wealthy country 
because of its ____________________

  a)  gold.
  b)  military.
  c)  oil.
  d)  president.

____  4. Price controls of basic foods caused 
________________________

 
  a)  shortages.
  b)  blackouts.
  c)  violence.
  d)  sanctions.

____  5. Who does Maduro blame for Venezuela’s 
economic problems? _____________

  a)  Juan Guaidó
  b)  Hugo Chaves.
  c)  the United States. 
  d)  socialists.

____  6. Noah Webster

  a) came from a wealthy family.  
  b)  loved to be with people.
  c)  helped the states to ratify the U.S.  

       Constitution.
  d) became vice president of the U.S.
 

____  7. Webster’s Blue Backed Speller 

  a)  kept the spelling of many British   
 words.

  b)  standardized pronunciation and   
 spelling of American English.

  c)  was used in schools for 200 years.  
d)  was published in 1776.

  

____  8.  Webster studied many languages in order     
 to 

  a)  get copyright laws for writers.
  b)  write the Dictionary of American  

       English.
  c)   speak with visitors to the U.S.
  d)  teach languages in school. 

____  9. Webster wrote American Minerva which 
was

  a)  the first American daily newspaper.
  b)  a story about Greek goddesses.  

c)  a book to teach reading. 
  d)  about abolishing slavery.

____  10. How did Webster treat his depression and 
anxieties?      

  a)  He taught school.  
  b) He went to parties to have fun.
  c)  He drank alcohol.
  d) Work work work. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Quiz II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____   11. March is Asian-American and Pacific-
Islander Heritage Month.      

              ______________________________

____  12.  Mayday is a code word for disaster.  
______________________________

____  13. The great teacher Confucius had a 
strong influence on Mexican culture. 
_____________________________

				  14.  Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday 
for Asian Americans. 

              ______________________________

____  15.  There are three branches of the United 
States armed forces.

____  16. A seventeen-year-old may join the 
military with his or her teacher’s 
consent.

____  17.  The AFTQ score can determine 
the type of job a person 
might have in the military.                
______________________________

____  18. A non-citizen can be an officer in the 
military. ________________________

____  19. A person must be a high school 
graduate to become an officer in the 
military.

  _________________________________

____  20. Elizabeth Claire is the publisher and 
editor of Easy English NEWS.

  __________________________________

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

  A. copyright F. barracks
  B. enlist G. exhausting
  C. universal H. opposition
  D. interim I. puppet
  E. corruption J. draft

____  21.  A person who is controlled by someone 
else is a ____________________.

____  22. ____________________ laws protect 
the ownership of a writer’s work.

____  23. An _____________ president serves 
until there is an election. 

____  24. If you want to _____________ in the 
military, go to a recruitment center.

____  25. A person who steals and takes bribes is 
guilty of ______________________.

____  26. A single person in the armed forces 
may sometimes live in _____________.

____  27. ____________________ education 
means school for everyone, boys and 
girls, of all races.

____  28. A construction worker’s job can be 
__________________________.

____  29. The U.S. has an all-volunteer military. 
There is no __________________.

____  30. Juan Guidó is the _________________ 
leader in Nicolas Maduro’s government.
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