
Dear Colleague,

Attention, please!  Easy English NEWS 
has entered a Small Business Contest 
sponsored by Fed Ex. We need your vote 
to get noticed by the judges. Voting ends 
March 31, so please please, now, go to 
elizabethclaire.com, scroll down to the 
FedEx box, click on Vote for Me. There, 
you’ll find our profile, pictures and video 
(The video is only a minute, and it shows our 
nutty side). Click on the orange Vote for this 
Business button. Ask your students who are 
eighteen (18) years or older are eligible to 
vote from their own email address.The prize 
money would help us reach more readers 
who have not yet heard of us. 

If you gave us feedback on the February 
issue, thank you so much for taking our  
brief survey. We’ll be sending one out 
about the March issue and April issue, 
so make your voice heard. Sign up at 
Elizabethclaire.com to get the emailed 
survey, plus all the teacher aids that 
come with your subscription. Thousands 
of people have already downloaded our 
Constitution in Simple English, which 
is also absolutely free. Encourage your 
students to do that.

People are asking about next year’s 
prices. Answer: We aren’t planning an 
increase. We’d love to reach readers and 
programs that we are not now reaching, 
so if you want extra copies to send to a 
colleague to introduce him/her to Easy 
English NEWS just call our office, or 
email us at ESL@elizabethclaire.com

People ask how to find the audio 
recordings. At our website, hover the 
cursor over Teacher Aids, and you’ll see 
Audio Recordings in the drop down menu. 
Click on that and you’ll see the latest 
recordings. If your ESL programs end in 
April or May, and your students won’t be 
in programs next year, please suggest that 
they can get Easy English NEWS mailed 
to them each month by using the coupon 
on page 10 to subscribe. (Also tell them, 
we don’t publish in July or August.) 

Save our seas (page 1 and 6)

April is Earth Month. April’s issue is 
always devoted to environmental news 
focusing on one aspect. Progress has been 
made on last year’s Earth Day theme, Save 

Our Seas.  Congress passed, and President 
Trump signed a bipartisan bill to fund 
some programs and research.  

Objectives: Students will learn some 
basic facts about the oceans, and the 
wonderful things oceans do for us. Also the 
awful things industry, farms, cities, and we 
ourselves are doing to the oceans. Plus some 
things we can all do to stop the dumping. 

Procedures: If your school is near a 
coast, plan a trip to the beach to experience 
the waves, the tides, the shore, the birds, 
etc. Bring plastic bags, have students wear 
gloves, to pick up any things that don’t 
belong. Notice what washes up on the 
beach. Not near a beach? Watch one of the 
videos on Youtube that are listed in the 
email you’ll get by the first of April (more 
likely by the 26th of March). Ask questions 
such as What is a sea? Is it different from 
an ocean? (No, the word is a synonym, but 
some smaller areas of the ocean are also 
named seas.) Use a wall map of the world, 
or a large globe to have students name the 
oceans, tell which ocean is nearest your 
location, and tell which ocean is nearest 
their home country. Point out the large 
rivers in the U.S. that flow into the oceans 
or Gulf of Mexico. 

Give a few examples of plastic items, 
and have students list other things made 
of plastic. Explain that many plastics 
are made from oil and coal. Plastics are 
amazing: light, strong, cheap, and can be 
made into many shapes. In many cases, 
plastic has replaced glass because it is 
lighter and doesn’t break. Bring in a few 
samples of plastic containers, plastic 
bottles, plastic straws, and a few other 
items typical of garbage, such as orange 
peels, paper containers. Ask questions 
such as: What happens to these items when 
you are done using them? Which items 
can be burned for energy? Which items 
can decompose? Which items will stay in 
the ground or the oceans for centuries? 
The pollution from these plastic bottles is 
choking the planet and the oceans. 

Prisons and jails 
(page 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the “three strikes” laws, the 
reasons for them and some results. 
Students will be able to list consequences 

of the losses of liberty, the effects on the 
prisoner, and in some cases, their families. 

Procedures: Elicit reasons that society 
might want to lock up some people, and 
the results. As the article says, many 
inmates are immigrants. It’s a sad state of 
affairs that punishments for non-violent 
crimes are so long, and that there isn’t 
more true rehabilitation available. 

Discuss questions such as: What is the 
purpose of a prison? What do you think 
should happen to people who commit 
crimes? What punishment might be better 
than sending a person to jail or prison? 
What would be some ways to prevent crime? 
What happens to the children of prisoners? 
How can society help rehabilitate prisoners 
so they can be responsible members of 
society again? Accept anyone’s personal 
experience of self, friend, or relative, but 
don’t solicit such information. Read the 
article, build vocabulary. 

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

April Fools’ Day  Have students tell 
about any holidays such as our April Fools’ 
Day in their native countries. Tell any 
harmless April Fool’s practical jokes you 
have experienced or played. Use the silly 
illustration on page 8 to practice structures 
such as: There’s a _______ at a ____.  
Have students work with a partner to write 
out answers. 

Easter  Have any Christians in your 
class tell how their family celebrates this 
holiday. Talk about symbols of spring and 
new life: eggs, chicks, rabbits, flowers. 
Christians celebrate Easter on “the first 
Sunday after the first full moon after 
the vernal equinox,” which puts it on 
a different date each year. Explain that 
Easter and Passover are tied together in 
an important way. Jesus was Jewish; he 
died the day of preparation for the Jewish 
Passover. 

Passover  Jews determine Passover as 
beginning on the 15th day of the Jewish 
month of Nissan (after the vernal equinox.) 

If there are any Jewish students in your 
class, have them tell how their families 
celebrate Passover. Bring in matzohs and 
macaroons in containers with labels that 
say Kosher. Tell the story that Jews tell of 
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the 10 plagues God sent to Egypt to make 
the Pharaoh let the Jews go: blood, frogs, 
gnats, flies, death of the cattle, boils, 
hail, locusts, darkness, and death of the 
first-born son. Find out if they know the 
Ten Commandments. Believe in only one 
God. Do not make any images of any 
gods. Do not say God’s name for a silly 
reason. Keep the Sabbath holy. Honor 
your mother and father. Don’t kill, Don’t 
commit adultery. Don’t steal. Don’t tell 
lies about your neighbors. Don’t desire 
things that belong to your neighbors. 

Ask students of other religions or 
backgrounds if they have a set of laws 
and to tell about them. 

Earth Day/Earth Month  Find out 
what activities are going on in your 
school and community; encourage 
the students to attend. Brainstorm an 
activity that the class can create. It 
can focus on lowering carbon dioxide 
emissions or any other Earth Day 
concern. For example, taking garbage 
bags to a park and picking up litter. 
(Stress importance of using work gloves, 
so they are not handling the litter with 
their hands.) Ask if the day or month 
is celebrated in their home countries. 
How?

Tax Time  the new, smaller 1040 
forms are simpler for people with W-2 
earnings and no dependents. However, 
taxpayers with more complex conditions 
require additional pages for other types 
of income, for deductions if they have 
more than $12,000, or $24,000 for a 
married couple filing jointly. Warn 
students about tax scams, which are 
rampant in low-income neighborhoods. 
Lying on a tax return to get a larger 
refund is a crime that can keep an 
immigrant from becoming a citizen 
and jail time, too. Advise they wait a 
couple of weeks for their refund instead 
of falling for “instant refunds” which 
usually come at a cost they pay to the 
person preparing the return.  

Administrative Professional’s Day 
(Secretaries’ Day) Have students make 
a list of school personnel who are 
administrative assistants, secretaries, 
etc. Have students each choose a 
school secretary, custodian, (there is no 
Custodian’s Day, so let’s thank them 
at this time), para-professional, library 
assistant, crossing guard, etc., to whom 
to write a letter of thanks. 

Brainstorm what would go into 
such a letter. Provide envelopes and 
deliver the lot to the school office to be 
distributed. Who in the class has worked 

or wants to work as an administrative 
assistant? (Definition: [plural] people in an 
organization who handle the paper work, 
answer the telephones, make appointments, 
pay the bills, etc., and make it possible for 
the others in the organization to do their 
work!) 

National Poetry Month (page 3)

Discuss: What is a poem? Words that 
touch the heart? Lines of words that rhyme? 
The best words in the best order? Find 
poems suitable for your class and read some 
more. Build vocabulary, discuss imagery, 
meter, and rhyme. Bring in Mother Goose 
rhymes, A.A. Milne’s poems, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, Ogden Nash and your own 
favorites, as appropriate. Have students 
each choose a poem to memorize. Read Sea 
Shell on page 9.

This is your page (page 4)

Read each story, and discuss: What 
happened? Has this ever happened to 
you? Have you ever been to...? How is 
this different from the way things are in 
your home country? Use the stories as a 
springboard into students’ own experiences 
on similar topics. 

Ask Elizabeth: Tag Questions  
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will recognize tag 
questions, and be able to answer them 
appropriately, and construct their own tag 
questions. Procedures: Read the article, 
give more examples, using different 
pronouns, and different verb forms: The 
ocean is big, isn’t it? We’re ready, aren’t 
we? They’re your friends, aren’t they? I’m 
right, aren’t I? Or, I’m right, am I not? (Not 
amn’t I!) You can do it, can’t you? You’ll be 
my friend, won’t you? She’s not Chinese, is 
she? He isn’t here, is he? We’re not wrong, 
are we? And so forth. 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5)

Objectives: Students will become 
aware of stressed and unstressed parts 
of sentences; they will practice speaking 
more like Americans and improve in 
understanding rapid speech. Procedures: 
Read the article, define stress and weak 
words, practice the sentences. For 
additional practice, use the tag question 
sentences in the Ask Elizabeth article.  
Listen to the article at the website.  

What’s wrong with this picture?  
(page 8)

Teach structures so students can use 
sentences to tell what’s wrong: There is 

a ___ in/on/under a/the ___. A ____ is at 
the ____. A ___ is upside down. A person is 
sitting/hanging/carrying____.  Have students 
circle the wrong items, and talk about it. 
Then have students write the sentences. They 
can check their work on page 11. 

Poem: (page 9) 

Bring in a couple of large sea shells and 
have the students hold them to their ears to 
hear “the sound of the sea.” Read the poem 
out loud to the students. Have them repeat 
lines after you with the rhythm of the stressed 
syllables. Explain rhyme, have students find 
words that rhyme. Explain the shorthand 
way of marking a rhyme scheme. In the first 
stanza, the second and fourth lines rhyme. 
This can be shown as abcb. In the second 
stanza, the first and second lines rhyme (dd) 
and the third and fourth lines rhyme (ee) The 
final two lines rhyme (ff). So altogether the 
rhyme scheme is abcb, ddee, ff. 

Explain syllables, give examples, and 
have students count the syllables in each 
line. Explain stress, read each line, and have 
students  recognize which words are stressed.  
Explain alliteration and have students find 
words that alliterate. Why are poetic tools  
important to the poem? What do you think 
was the poet’s purpose for writing the poem? 
How does the poem make you feel? 

Why do some people think they can hear 
the sound of the sea in the sea shell? What is 
the sound? (The echo of the listener’s blood 
flowing in their ears.) Encourage students to 
write poems about something in nature.  

1. a

2. b

3. d

4. a

5. b

6. b

7. c

8. b

9. a

10. c

11. T 

12. F (Passover)

13. T

14. T

15. F (Good  
     Friday) 

16. F (deadline)

17. F (poet)

18.  F (doesn’t it?)

19. T

20. F (fertilizer)

21. J (negative)

22. I (decompose)

23.  H (penalty)

24. A (extension)

25.  C (inmate)

26. B (kidnap)

27.  D (distributing)

28.  F (pollinate)

29.  G (rehabilitate)

30. E (tomb)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. Oceans cover _____ of the earth.
  a)  70%
  b)  50% 
  c)  90%  
  d)  25%.
 

____  2. Plankton on the surface of the oceans 
creates _________ for us to breathe.   
 

  a)  carbon dioxide 
  b)  oxygen 
  c)  air
  d)  protein

____  3. Oceans absorb _______ at the equator 
and move it to the north and south 
poles. 

  a) fish 
  b)  plankton  
  c)  garbage 
  d)  heat  

____  4. The worst part of garbage that goes into 
the oceans is

  a)  plastic. 
  b)  oil spills.
  c)  fertilizer.  
  d)  acid rain.

____  5. Big fish eat little fish. Little fish eat 
plankton. This is an example of 

  a)  pollution.
  b)  the food chain.
  c)  earning a living.
  d)  contamination.

____  6. People can lose their liberty when they 

  a) are tough on crime.
  b) commit a crime.
  c) are victims of a crime.
  d) want the government to stop crime.

____  7. Some states have “three strikes and you’re 
out” laws. This means

  a) prisoners play baseball for exercise.
  b) workers strike for higher pay three  

       times. 
  c) a person who had been  convicted of  

 three serious crimes must stay in jail.
  d)  the average jail term is three years. 

____  8. Most criminals in prison 

  a) are young women aged 17 to 24.  
  b) are young men aged 17 to 24.
  c) have broken immigration laws. 
  d) have a good education.

____  9. Prisoners may be let out on parole 

  a) for good behavior.
  b) for being convicted of a violent crime.
  c) to be rehabilitated. 
  d) to get capital punishment. 

____  10. Children of prisoners 
  
  a) can easily visit their parents.
  b) must live in prison, too.
  c) may have to live in foster homes.
  d) have no problems when their parents  

 are in prison. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

April 2019 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

Quiz II. Events in March

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. April Fools’ Day is April 1.                  
              ______________________________

____  12. Good Friday celebrates the story of the 
Jews’ escape from slavery in Egypt.   
________________________________

____  13. A Seder is a special Jewish dinner 
where people tell the story of the first 
Passover. ________________________

____  14. Eggs, flowers, rabbits, and chicks are all 
signs of new life in spring. 

              ______________________________

____  15. The saddest day of the year for 
Christians is Easter Sunday.

____  16. April 15, 2019 is the first day for 
paying income taxes for 2018.  

              ______________________________

____  17.  Amy Lowell was a famous American 
administrative professional.  
_______________________________

____  18.  A tag question needs an answer, does 
it?________________________

____  19. Sing a song is an example of 
alliteration. ____________________

____  20.  Farmers use pesticide on 
their land to help plants grow.  
__________________________ 
 

Quiz III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
       Word List

   A. extension  F. pollinate
 B. kidnap  G. rehabilitate
 C. inmate  H. penalty
 D. distributing  I.  decompose
 E. tomb  J. negative

____  21. No, not, and never are examples of 
_______________ words.

____  22. Plastic doesn’t ____________ after 
you throw it away.

____  23. When you do something wrong you 
may have to pay a ________________.

____  24. If you can’t file your income tax 
by April 15, you can ask for an 
___________________________.

____  25. A person who must live in prison is an 
___________________________.

____  26.  It is a federal crime to_____________ 
a person. 

____  27. Another federal crime is 
____________________ drugs.

____  28. We need bees to ________________ 
the flowers of many fruits and 
vegetables.

____  29. Educating and training a prisoner will 
help to ______________ him or her. 

____  30. A place to bury a dead body is a 
_____________________.
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