
Dear Colleague: 

This can be a great month to have 
students observe the workings of the 
government, both in elections, laws, 
Senate hearings, and responses to 
emergencies such as hurricanes and floods. 
I’m wondering if our readers were as 
rocked as Americans were by the hearings 
for the confirmation of Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh. 

I wrote at length about Hurricane 
Florence, and then in the last few days 
before press time, Hurricane Michael 
was headed for the Florida Panhandle. If 
you are in an area affected by Hurricane 
Florence or Michael, or any new hurricane 
we’re sending you our greatest wishes for 
rapid recovery. Easy English NEWS is 
donating funds to the Red Cross to do our 
part to help our neighbors.                                                            
                                     Elizabeth Claire

Two monsters: Florence and 
Michael

 Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
when, where, and how Hurricanes Florence 
and Michael came to land; they will be 
able to tell 10 bad effects of the hurricanes 
and five ways people are helping in the 
aftermath of the destruction. 

Preparation: Find out the current state 
of damage and repair in Gulf states and 
in North and South Carolina...The flood 
in the Carolinas is forgotten by the news 
media who are busy dissecting political 
issues, but the awfulness won’t go away 
for a long time.Nor will the devastation 
on the Panhandle of Florida. As we went 
to press, there still was no communication 
with some of the coastal areas that had lost 
power. No one yet knows the death toll, 
but many are missing of those who did not 
evacuate. It is hard to see how they could 
survive. 

Presentation: Find out what students 
already know about the events following 
Hurricanes Michael and Florence. Have 
students look at the photo on the front 
page and describe what is happening. 
Where is this? How could this happen? 
What are these people doing? What is a 
hurricane? Where can people go when a 
hurricane is on the way? 

Explain the term evacuate. Explain 
that the local mayor or police may make 
evacuation mandatory. Some people want 
to wait until they are certain that it will be 
dangerous to stay home...but by the time 
it’s certain, the roads may be too crowded, 
gas stations may be out of gas, they may 
be in more danger on flooded roads. Read 
the article and discuss. How many different 
dangers came with Hurricane Florence? 
How was Hurricane Michael different? 

If your area is sometimes threatened 
with flood, hurricane, or fire, discuss local 
evacuation routes. Find out where shelters 
would be in your area. Discuss what is 
necessary to take with you if you leave 
your home and may be gone for several 
days. (See Hurricane Safety in Simple 
English at my website.) Point out that cars 
that were underwater may be for sale far 
away...beware buying a “drowned” car.  
(Get the Carfax report.)

Who makes the laws?  
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
identify different levels of government and 
the parts (“houses”) of Congress. They 
will be able to give examples of three 
areas that federal laws apply to. They will 
be able to tell five steps a bill undergoes 
before it can become a law. They can 
explain what a public hearing is, and how 
a law can be passed over a president’s veto.

 Procedures: Pre-teach vocabulary 
before students read the article. After 
discussion and clarifications, give time to 
go through some of the steps in passing a 
law. Read Laws you need to know on page 
11 with students. Answer any questions 
they may have about them. Ask students to 
take the newspaper home and share these 
laws with parents, caretakers, and other 
family members. 

If your class has elected a president, 
divide the class into small “committees”. 
Ask each committee to propose a rule that 
they think will improve the ESL class. 
They should also propose a consequence 
for breaking the rule. Examples: more 
homework, more tests, fewer tests, less 
talking, more games (within guidelines set 
by you, and within rules of the school, and 
possibly for a limited time).

Have each group choose a speaker and 
a recorder. The speakers will explain their 
group’s proposed bill (rule) to the class. 
Have a class discussion for and against 
each rule. Have the entire class vote on 
each bill. If there is a majority vote for a 
bill, send it to the “president,” who can 
decide to sign or veto each of the bills. 
If the president vetoes a bill, he or she 
gives reasons and the class can vote again. 
If two thirds vote for it, then the bill is 
passed. You can put the rule into effect in 
your class. 

Events in November  
(pages 2 and 3)

Elicit from students the important 
school events and other events in their 
lives that occur in November: birthdays, 
anniversaries, tests, etc. Ask what special 
days are celebrated in their countries 
during this month. Have students write the 
events directly on the calendar on page 2. 
Include the events written about in EEN.

All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day 
Invite a Catholic student or visitor to 
talk about church and family traditions in 
the U.S. on these two days. Ask Catholic 
students from other countries to describe 
their traditions. Have students discuss the 
similarities and differences.

The Day of the Dead (Dia de los 
Muertos) Ask students to tell about any 
special holiday for visiting the graves 
of the people in their family. Have any 
Mexican students tell about the way this 
holiday is celebrated in Mexico, and how 
they celebrate it here in the U.S. Or invite 
someone in to talk about this holiday. 
Discuss the emotional needs that this day 
fills. (People feel safe to express sorrow 
and sadness about family members who 
have passed away and can also express 
their joy in celebrating the return of the 
spirits.)

Election Day Review with the class 
what they already know about state and 
local leaders. Have them report on any ads 
they have seen on TV or in signs. Who 
are the local and state candidates? Read 
How do Americans vote? on page 9. After 
the election, have them fill in the report 
on page 9. If necessary, explain that when 
an election is very close, votes must be 
counted again. 
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 ANSWERS
 1. b
 2. a
 3. b
 4. d
 5. a
 6. c
 7. b
 8. a
 9. b
10. c
11. T
12. F 
(Veterans Day)
13. T
14. F (one  
          hour)
15. F (athlete)

American-Indian Heritage Month 
Native American is a term invented by 
non-Indians, with the intention of reducing 
prejudice. American Indians have stated 
that they do not mind being called Indians, 
and prefer to be called by their tribal 
names. Check for Indian reservations in 
your state, and locate them on a map; if 
feasible invite an Indian to come in to talk 
to your class about their tribe, customs, 
history, etc.

Bring in books, videos, music, and crafts 
from the original inhabitants of your own 
state. Tell students the animal names from 
Indian words: skunk, raccoon, woodchuck, 
moose, and chipmunk; plants and foods: 
squash, avocado, tomato, tobacco, potato. 
Other Indian words in English: blizzard, 
Yankee, canoe, toboggan, igloo, barbecue, 
tomahawk, hammock.

Explain why a disease might affect 
Indians differently from the way it affected 
Europeans. How did disease make it easier 
for Europeans to settle in the New World?

Congress passed a law in 1924 that gave 
citizenship to all Indians born in the U.S. 
However, some states did not give full 
voting rights to Indians until 1965. 

Veterans Day Prior to reading, ask such 
questions as: Have you or anyone in your 
family ever been in the military service in 
the U.S. or in your home country? Must 
a person join the military in your home 
country when they are 18? Talk about a 
country’s need for defense. Discuss the 
difference between a draft and a volunteer 
army. Point out that all young men, from 
age 18 to 25, both citizens and non-citizens 
must register with the Selective Service 
System at the local post office. This is not 
a draft, but lets the government know who 
is available in case of a national emergency. 
An immigrant can lose the right to later 
citizenship if he does not register! Check 
the local newspapers for Veterans Day 
parades or ceremonies. Encourage students 
to attend and report back to the class. 

Thanksgiving Elicit from students what 
they already know about the Pilgrims, 
why they came to America, and the first 
Thanksgiving feast. Ask questions such as: 
Were you here last year at Thanksgiving 
time? What did you do? What are your 
plans for this Thanksgiving Day? What 
food will you have? Do you have a similar 
holiday in your home country? What are 
you thankful for?

Play the Thanks-giving game with the 
whole class, in groups of 5-12, or in pairs.

This is your page (page 4) 

 Have students relate the readers’ stories 
to their own lives. After reading the stories, 
ask questions such as: Have you had 
trouble with American coins? Have you 
tasted snow? Are you afraid of spiders? 
Have you ever seen a Daddy Long-Legs 
spider? Have you ever had to leave a 
family pet that you love? Do you think the 
cow was really crying? What is the best 
place to go if there is a tornado warning? 

The Great American Smokeout (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell five bad results from smoking and 
explain several tips for smokers to stop 
smoking. Emphasize: No one thinks they 
are going to be addicted when they start 
smoking, but it is extremely hard to stop. 
Using e-cigarettes (vaping) is popular 
among people trying to quit, but these are 
also addictive, as they contain nicotine. 
Nicotine is especially harmful for young 
people with developing brains. 

Heroes and History 
Jim Thorpe (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
three things about Jim Thorpe’s early life, 
and five things about his athletic abilities. 
They will be able to explain what he won 
at the Olympics in Stockholm, and why the 
Olympic committee later took his medals 
away. 

Presentation: Ask students questions 
such as: Who do you think was the greatest 
athlete today in the United States? Who is 
the greatest athlete in your home country? 
Have you ever heard of Jim Thorpe? What 
events happen every four years to see who 
are the great athletes? What are some 
of the sports in the Olympics? What are 
track and field sports? Read the article 
and discuss. Was it fair to disqualify Jim 
Thorpe? How do you think Jim Thorpe 
felt?

Invite the school Physical Education 
teacher to explain and demonstrate the 
different sports in the Olympic pentathlon 
and decathlon that Jim Thorpe competed 
in. 

How do Americans vote? 
(page 9)

Objectives: Students will be able tell 
the date for Election Day, tell when the 
polls are open in their state; and where the 
polling places are in their neighborhood. 
Students who are citizens and registered to 
vote will recognize their responsibility to 
understand the issues and to vote. Students 
will be able to tell the names of the 

16. F (Thursday)
17. F (spider) 
18. F (stop  
     smoking)
19. F (vote)
20. F (January 3,  
         2019)
21. J (shelter)
22. C (tribe)
23. A (polls)
24. E (humiliation)
25. F (decathlon)
26. B (majority)
27. I (exhibit)
28. G (disqualify)
29. D (evacuate)
30. H (doggie bag)

winning congressperson-elect from their 
district and any new senator or governor 
of your state. Students will be able to tell 
the number of Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents who were elected to 
Congress and when they will take office. 

A New Supreme Court Justice

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the new Supreme Court Justice, tell 
how many justices are on the Supreme 
Court, how long a justice serves, and the 
process for becoming a justice. They will 
be able to explain why some groups were 
against the nomination of Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court. 

Procedures: Ask questions such as, Who 
has watched or heard about hearings 
for Judge Kavanaugh to be on the 
Supreme Court? Explain that the Judicial 
Committee is the first group of senators 
who discuss the appointment made by the 
president. When Republicans are in the 
majority in the Senate, they are also in the 
majority on the committee. There were 
11 Republicans and 10 Democrats on the 
committee. 

 What do you think are good 
qualifications for a justice of the highest 
court in the land? Read the article. 
Discuss: what was the crime that Dr. Ford 
accused Judge Kavanaugh of? How old 
was she? How old was he at that time? Do 
you think a person’s actions at age 17 are 
still important when the person is 56? 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

November 2018 Quiz I

____  1. Hurricane Michael formed over  

  a)  the West Coast.
  b)  the Gulf of Mexico.
  c)  Hawaii.
  d)  Florida.

____  2. Heavy rain, and a huge storm surge 
caused flooding in

  a)   North and South Carolina.
  b)  New York and New Jersey.
  c)  Texas and California.
  d)  Florida and Georgia.

____  3. _____________ brought cases of bottled 
water, food packages, and supplies.

  a)   the FBI
  b)  FEMA
  c)  New England
  d)  electric companies 

____  4. Rescuers used boats and helicopters to

  a)  lower the flood waters.
  b)  help victims file claims.
  c)  put up new utility poles.
  d)  rescue people.

____  5. Hurricane Michael had winds of

  a)  155 miles per hour.
  b)  105 miles per hour.
  c)  21 miles per hour.
  d)  2 miles per hour.

____  6. Federal laws are for

  a)   American Indians.
  b)   people in some states.
  c)   the whole country.
  d)   immigrants only.

____  7. When the majority of both houses of 
Congress pass a bill, it 

  a)    becomes a law.
  b)   goes to the president for his   

 signature.
  c)   goes to the state governors for their  

 signatures.
  d)  goes to a political party for   

 approval.

____  8. If the president vetoes a bill, Congress 
can

  a)   pass the bill over his veto with a   
  two-thirds majority vote. 

  b)   vote to impeach the President.
  c)   call for an election.
  d)   ask the people for their votes.

____  9. At a public hearing, a committee of 
Congress can

  a)   vote for a bill.
  b)   get information from experts.
  c)   create a set of new bills for the   

       president to sign.
  d)  veto a bill so it can’t become a   

 law.

____  10. No law may conflict with

  a)   the president.
  b)   a law made by a town council.
  c)   the Constitution.
  d)   the majority party.
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for false. 
If the sentence is false, make it true. Write words to 
replace the underlined words.

____  11. American-Indian Heritage Month is 
November   ____________________

____  12. All Saints’ Day honors men and women 
who have served in the Armed Forces.   
_______________________________

____  13. On All Souls’ Day many Catholics 
and other Christians visit cemeteries. 
_______________________________

____  14. Daylight Savings Time ends on  
Sunday, November 4. Clocks must go 
back two hours. _________________

____  15.  Jim Thorpe was America’s 
greatest president. 
_______________________________

____  16. The fourth Wednesday of 
November is Thanksgiving. 
________________________

____  17.  A Daddy Long-Legs is a kind of bird. 
________________________

____  18.  The purpose of the Great American 
Smokeout is to help people learn to 
cook. _______________________

____  19. Puerto Rico and some U.S. territories 
send delegates to Congress who may 
speak, but cannot listen.  
_______________________________

____  20. The new Congress will begin 
their terms on November 4,  2018. 
_______________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. Write 
the letter of that word on the line in front of the 
number.

  Word List
 A. polls  F. decathlon
 B. majority  G. disqualify
 C. tribe  H. doggie bag
 D. evacuate  I. exhibit
 E. humiliation J. shelter

____  21. In time of danger, people may 
have to leave home and go to a 
______________________.

____  22. A large group of Indians related by birth 
or marriage is a _________________.

____  23. Voters go to the ________________ to 
vote on Election Day.

____  24. No one wants to experience 
__________________________.

____  25. A competition with 10 events is the  
__________________________.

____  26. A ____________________ of something 
is more than half of the entire number.

____  27.  You can see an ________________ of 
Indian tipis at a museum.

____  28. A teacher may ________________ an A 
grade if a student cheated on an exam.

____  29. During a hurricane, people may need to 
____________ to shelters or to higher 
ground. 

____  30. At a restaurant, you can take home your 
leftovers in a ___________________.
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