
Dear Colleague:

Welcome back! Thank you for renewing 
your subscription, or, if you are a brand 
new reader, thank you for choosing Easy 
English NEWS. Our aim is to bring 
you and your students a great variety of 
reading and discussion materials each 
month, extend your students’ vocabulary 
in important content areas, and provide 
teacher aids that will lower your 
preparation time and support you as the 
star you are in your classroom. All at a 
cost that we hope makes Easy English 
NEWS irresistible. 

If you’re new: There’s LOTS of 
important useful teaching tips and 
reproducible graphic organizers in our 
24-page booklet, How to Use Easy 
English NEWS in Your ESL Classroom. 
Download it free from our website, www.
elizabethclaire.com 

Also at our website, there are Cloze 
Exercises, Short Answer Tests, and 
Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking 
questions to save you hours of preparation 
time and help evaluate students’ progress. 
They’ll be at the website by the first of the 
month if not earlier. Sign up for my blog 
and you’ll get a link each month by email 
to alert you that the extra supplementary 
materials have been posted.  
          Elizabeth Claire

Are you careful with your cell 
phone? (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
three hazards of cell phones and seven 
ways to treat them safely. They’ll be able 
to tell three ways to treat their laptop or 
tablet carefully.  Procedures: Take out 
your cell phone and ask who in class has 
a cell phone. Elicit the things one can do 
with a cell phone and what it can do for 
you. Make a list on the board. Then ask, 
Are there any dangers from a cell phone? 
Find out what students already know. Then 
read the article, developing the vocabulary 
needed. 

What difference does education 
make? (pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the costs of dropping out of high school, 

Elizabeth Claire’s 

and the value of continuing education in 
college or in a trade. They will be able to 
use the Occupation Outlook Handbook 
to gather information about careers, what 
education is needed, what pay may be 
expected, and the outlook for the future of 
various jobs. They’ll be able to tell why it 
is important to choose a major at college 
carefully to be able to pay off college debt. 
Students will be able to tell five ways to 
lower the costs of higher education or get 
help with costs of a higher education.  

Ask questions such as: Is education 
free in your home country? Do families 
have to pay for uniforms, books, or 
transportation? Who pays for college or 
other higher education? Do you plan to get 
a high school diploma? Do you plan to go 
to college? To technical school? Should 
a person borrow money to pay for higher 
education? Why or why not? What kind of 
job would you like to do? 

Bring a current Occupational Outlook 
into class from the school guidance 
office. Have students look through it to 
see various careers, requirements, and 
incomes. Or assign research at the website 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/. Using the 
chart of increased earnings (average) have 
students calculate the cost of an education, 
including time not earning an income for 
four years, and compare it with the added 
lifetime average earnings. Point out that 
earnings will depend on the field of study 
they choose. The beginning wages or 
salaries will be lower than the averages. 
The actual earnings depend on location in 
the country, skills and experience, and the 
state of the U.S. economy. 

For example: There are opportunities 
for good jobs for graduates in chemistry, 
physics, biology, math, engineering, 
accounting, or computers. Emphasize that 
there is a strong need for highly-skilled 
tradespeople: there are good wages for 
welders, carpenters, plumbers, electricians, 
and computer repair technicians without 
the need for university studies. Students 
who major in English, history, social 
sciences, communication, philosophy, 
religion, theater, art, psychology, 
education, or music may have a harder 
time finding a job that pays well.

Finishing college is a good decision: 
graduates’ income will be higher, and they 

will get ten or more years to pay back the 
debt. On the average, a college graduate 
earns 84 percent more than a high school 
graduate. In addition, the intrinsic value of 
personal growth and satisfaction in life is 
priceless. 

Have students write out questions 
about career choices, college, trades, etc. 
Invite the school guidance counselor to 
come into class to answer their questions 
and to explain the processes involved in 
finding and choosing a school for higher 
education, the application process, and the 
kinds of financial aid that are available to 
them. 

Events in September  
(pages 2 and 3)

Calendar: Ask students what special 
events there are at school, or in their lives 
this month (tests, anniversaries, birthdays, 
etc.) Have them write them on the calendar 
as well as the dates for September’s 
holidays and events. 

Eid al Adha Preparation: Become 
familiar with the Muslim version of the 
story of Abraham and his son. It is similar 
but not identical to the Hebrew version of 
the story. Both religions regard Abraham 
as a prophet of their faith. In Muslim 
countries, people actually go to farms to 
buy a lamb, goat, or cow to kill for Eid 
al-Adha. They divide the meat up into 
three parts: one for the poor, one for their 
friends, and one for their own family. This 
is not easily done in cities in the U.S. so 
people might donate money to the mosque 
for the poor. Or in some cases, there are 
Muslim farmers and butchers who can 
arrange for a family to have the meat from 
an animal they buy. 

Hispanic Heritage Month Explain 
the meaning of Latino, and its synonym 
Hispanic. (Latino = from Latin America, 
where Spanish and Portuguese are spoken) 
Hispanic = of a family that is (or was) 
Spanish-speaking.) Use a world map to 
help students learn the names of countries 
where Spanish (or Portuguese) are spoken, 
and the areas in the United States that 
were originally owned by Spain: Florida, 
the southwestern states and Texas. Have 
students locate Spanish place names in 
the U.S. (Look for El, La, Los, Las, San, 
Santa in place names, or endings such as 
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 ANSWERS

 1. b

 2. a

 3. c

 4. c

 5. b

 6. b

 7. d

 8. c

 9. c

10. a

11. F (Muslim)

12. T

13. F (Yom   
     Kippur) 

14. F  
(Constitution)

15. F (citizen)

-ado, -edo, -ida, -on, -ona.) Have Hispanic 
students in the class teach others to count 
from one to ten, or the names of their 
countries in Spanish. Have students list on 
the board: Hispanic/Latino foods, music 
types, sports stars, singers, entertainers, 
writers, etc. Bring in samples of Latino 
foods to taste; play Latino music. Have 
someone teach the merengue or other 
Spanish dances. 

Labor Day Ask students if there is a 
Workers’ Day in their native countries 
(in most, it will be May 1). How is Labor 
Day celebrated? Point out that the large 
middle class in the United States was 
made possible by workers’ unions. Unions 
raised the standard of living for working 
people. After many years or higher wages 
for workers, the owners of factories 
moved to the southern states, where there 
were no unions and they could pay lower 
wages. Now, factories have moved to other 
countries. So unions were once a blessing 
to workers, and now they are in trouble. 

Back to School Ask questions such as: 
Are you glad to get back to school? Why 
or why not? What did you do during the 
summer? What are some of the rules of our 
school? Do you have a school handbook? 
Explain “dress code.” Does our school have 
a dress code? What are the rules? (List on 
the board) Did you have a dress code in 
school in your home country? Tell about it. 
What are some things you may not bring to 
school? What are school rules about cell 
phones?

Constitution Day Ask questions such as: 
What are six qualifications for becoming 
a U.S. citizen? Tell five responsibilities 
of an American citizen. (Note: Do 
not ask personal questions that would 
have a student reveal that they are here 
illegally. That would put them at risk of 
embarrassment or blackmail.) Explain that 
the U.S. government wants its immigrants 
to know more about the U.S., its laws 
and customs. The Constitution in Simple 
English is available free at my website 
under “free materials”. 

Grandparents’ Day Ask questions such 
as: Are your grandparents living? Where 
do they live? Do you see them often? Do 
you write to, talk to, or e-mail them often? 
How have your grandparents helped you 
in your life? What kind of grandparent 
are you/will you be? Ask students to write 
or tell stories that they’ve heard from 
their grandparents or that they tell or will 
tell to their own grandchildren. Draw 
a simple family tree (maybe your own) 
on the board. Have students draw their 
family trees. Review terms for extended 
family members: aunt, uncle, cousin, 
niece, in-law, step-, foster-, half-, great 

grand-, deceased, ancestor, descendent. 
Have students work in groups of 2 or 3 
explaining their family trees to each other. 

Hurricane season: Bring in any recent 
news stories and photos of hurricanes. If 
you are in a hurricane-prone area, be sure 
your new students are aware of the need 
for family preparation and safety measures. 
Print out a copy of Hurricane Safety in 
Simple English for each student free at my 
website, elizabethclaire.com

This is your page (page 4)

Objectives: Students will be able to talk 
about the stories and tell similar stories 
of their own experiences. Procedures: 
Read the stories and ask the questions in 
Let’s Talk About It. Have students write 
short articles about their new home, or 
how different bathrooms are in the U.S. 
compared to their home country. Discuss 
any troubles they have with people 
pronouncing their names or remembering 
them. 

It isn’t unusual for newcomers to take 
an additional name to make it easier for 
people to remember them. Bring in a few 
books such as “What to Name the Baby” 
or let them research. Their name is part of 
their identity, and no one should insist they 
have an easier name. On the other hand, no 
one should insist that newcomers use their 
given name. It’s their choice. It’s fun to 
choose a name...It might be an American 
name that is the translation of their name 
(for example, when among Hispanics, my 
name is Isabel or Chabela, the equivalent 
of Elizabeth.) Or they might choose a name 
that has a similar sound, but an American 
spelling. For example EEN reader Chiang 
adopted the American name Sean (Shawn) 
that sounds like Chiang. Or it might be a 
name that sounds beautiful...Jamie, Janette, 
Felicia, Allen...Or a name that has a strong 
meaning...Dorothy /Theodore (gift of 
God); see others. 

Ask Elizabeth (page 5) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why community colleges and state colleges 
cost less than private colleges. They will 
be able to tell how a student can apply for 
financial aid, and why it is important to 
choose a major wisely. They will be aware 
of education scams. 

America the Beautiful: Vermilion 
Cliffs (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to give 
the general location of Vermilion Cliffs 
on a map of the United States. Read the 
article. Ask questions such as Why do you 
think only 20 people per day are allowed 
to go to the Wave? How can a person get a 

                               

permit?  What are some of the dangers of 
hiking in the desert? What do you have to 
bring with you? Is this a place you would 
like to visit? Why or why not?

Heroes and History  
Elon Musk (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
three things about Elon Musk as a child, 
and two things he hopes to do. They will 
be able to tell five business companies that 
Musk owns and what each does. They will 
express their own goals for their future. 
Preparation: Watch some TED talks by 
Elon Musk, and some videos on Youtube.
com. 

Procedures: Find out how much students 
know about global warming, space travel, 
electric cars, solar energy. Ask questions 
such as What is global warming? What 
is causing it? How can anyone stop it? 
Where is the International Space Station? 
How do the astronauts there get supplies 
of food? Do you think people will ever be 
able to go to Mars? What problems do you 
see in the world? Is there a problem you 
would like to fix? What would you need? 
What do you know about Elon Musk? What 
problems does Elon Musk want to solve. 
Read the article, clarifying vocabulary. 
Have students compare Elon Musk’s 
fortune to the average auto mechanic or 
teacher’s lifetime earnings. If you had so 
much money, would you give away half? To 
whom? 

16. F (Patriot Day)

17. T

18. F (Spanish)

19. T

20. F (fall/autumn)

21. E (basement)

22. F (hygienic)

23. H (fees)

24. C (Pentagon)

25. A (interview)

26. G (imagine)

27. B (grant)

28. D (sin)

29. I (weird)

30. J (evacuate)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1.  To be safe with a cell phone:

  a) only use it for long conversations. 
b) use it on speaker phone when   
 possible.

  c) Sleep with it under your pillow.  
d) carry it in your back pocket

___    2. Drivers who talk on cell phones  
 
  a)   cause more than one fourth of auto  

 crashes. 
  b)  should use hands-free phones.  

c)  are better than other drivers.  
d)  can get a lot of work done.

____  3. When you are in class or at the theater,

  a) always answer your cell phone. 
b) say excuse me when your phone   
 rings.

  c)  turn your cell phone off. 
  d)  keep your cell phone in your   

 pocket. 

____  4. The best place for a laptop computer is 
  a) on your lap.
  b)  as close as possible.
  c)  two feet away. 
  d)  where it is plugged in.

____   5. Research by Interphone found that 
people who used cell phones for more 
than a half hour a day for ten years 

   a)  had no bad results.
  b)  had twice as many brain tumors as  

 people who used no cell phones.
  c)  were healthier than those without   

 cell phones.
  d) had more friends than people who  

 used cell phones less.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  The average high school graduate will 
earn _____ more in a lifetime than a 
high school dropout.

  a) $26,000
  b)  $260,000 
  c) $260
  d) $2,600,000

____  7.  The poverty rate for high school 
dropouts is

  a)  7%.
    b) 15%.
  c) 20%.
  d) 30%.

____  8. The graduation rate for English 
language learners in 2015 was

  a) 83%.
  b) 50%.
  c) 62.2%.
  d) 45%.

___ 9. Tuition costs are highest at a 

  a) public school.
  b) county college.
  c) private college.
  d) state college.

____  10. A person can learn to cook, cut hair, 
fix computers, repair cars, etc. at 

  a)  a trade or technical school.
  b)  a university.
  c) an elementary school.
  d)  a driving school.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Eid al-Adha is a Jewish holiday. 
   ________________________________

____  12. The first Monday in September is 
    Labor Day.
              ________________________________

____  13. Patriot Day is the tenth 
day after Rosh Hashana.                
_______________________________

____  14.  September 17 marks the day that 
American leaders signed the 
Declaration of Independence.                 
_______________________________

____  15. A resident of the United States 18 years 
old or older may vote in elections. 

             ________________________________

____  16. September 11 is Grandparents Day.                  
_______________________________

____  17. A hurricane has winds over 74 m.p.h.
 _______________________________

          
____  18. A Latino is a person from an English-

speaking family.
              _______________________________
          
____  19. Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North 

Carolina, and Virginia are all on the 
Atlantic Coast. 

              ________________________________

____  20.  In September, there are 12 
hours of daylight and 12 hours of 
darkness on the first day of school. 
_______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  interview F.  hygienic
 B.  grant G. imagine
 C.  Pentagon H.  fees
 D.  sin I. weird
 E. basement J. evacuate

____  21. The lowest part of a building is the 
_________________.

____  22. Taking a shower every day is a  
______________ thing to do.

____  23. There are many ____ in addition to the 
cost of tuition at a college.

____  24. The office building for the Department 
of Defense is the ________________.

. 
____  25. A person may have an ______________ 

with an employer before getting a job.
. 
____  26. Can you _________ a world where 

everyone is healthy and happy?

____  27. A _____________ can help pay for 
college expenses and does not have to 
be paid back. 

____  28. A crime against “God’s law” is a _____.

____  29. Something very unusual and strange is 
________________. 

____  30. The police told everyone to 
________________ before the 
hurricane came.
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