
Dear Colleague:

Whew, when it rains, it rains...and 
rains and rains and rains. And pours. 
At the time of writing, Irma is reported 
to be one of the worst Atlantic storms 
ever. Our sympathies go out to all of our 
teachers and readers and everyone else in 
Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Kentucky, 
Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, the Carolinas 
and more who have been displaced or 
otherwise affected by the deluges brought 
by Harvey and the winds and rains of Irma. 
Our thoughts and hopes are with you.

Elizabeth Claire and Adelaide Coles

Not one, not two, not three, but four 
hurricanes!

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the dangers of a hurricane and the 
importance of following local authorities’ 
orders for evacuation. Students will tell 
what they would take with them if they had 
just a few minutes to gather their valuables 
and leave home. They will be able to tell 
the evacuation route in their area and how 
to get to a shelter or out of town fast. They 
will be able to tell ten things that might 
happen during and after a hurricane. 

Preparation: Bring in additional 
headlines and photos regarding Hurricane 
Harvey and Hurricane Irma. Procedures: 
Ask students what they have seen or read 
about the floods from Harvey. Where are 
they? How much rain fell? Have students 
measure 50 inches on the classroom wall 
and against their own bodies. On a wall 
map of the U.S., have students locate the 
Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, and the 
states, cities, and islands that were affected 
by Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma: 
Rockport, TX; Galveston, TX; Houston, 
TX; Corpus Christi, TX; New Orleans, 
LA; Naples, FL; Ft. Myers, FL; Tampa, 
FL; Florida Keys; Cuba; St. Martin; St. 
Barthelemy; Barbuda; and the states affected 
by Hurricane Irma as it moved inland. 

Ask questions such as: What happens 
to a house when water comes in up to 
the table tops? What would you do if you 
knew flood waters would rise quickly? 
What would you take with you if you had 
to leave home quickly? Where would you 
go? Would it be easy to find those things 
quickly? What kind of repairs do you think 
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your house might need? What help would 
you need? Who could help you? Read the 
article and build vocabulary for talking 
about any hurricane or disaster.

American supermarkets 
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able 
to name various departments in a 
supermarket, and talk about the check-
out procedure, bar-code scanner, the 
functions of the courtesy desk, express 
lane, coupons, credit and debit cards, 
and receipts. Preparation: Ask questions 
such as: Who in your family shops for 
food? Where? Is there a supermarket near 
your home? What kinds of things can you 
buy there? How do you know how much 
something costs?  Procedures: Read the 
article; use the photos to illustrate aisle, 
shopping cart, item, bar code, produce, 
etc. Have students practice conversations 
at a supermarket. In future articles, we’ll 
cover the produce and meat departments, 
reading labels, understanding nutrition 
information, buying cleaning products, and 
reading warning labels.

Events in October (pages 2 and 3)

Are there any special days or events in 
October in the students’ home countries? 
In their personal lives? At school this 
month? List them on the board, and have 
students write them in the calendar on 
page 2. Remind students that it is still 
Hispanic-American Heritage month. Half 
of September and half of October were 
chosen because this time period includes 
the dates of many of the South American 
independence days. (See September 2017 
Easy English NEWS.)

European-American Heritage Month  
Three ethnic groups celebrate their 
heritage in October: Italians, Polish, and 
Germans. Italians celebrate Columbus Day 
with parades and pride. Germans have 
their Oktoberfest, and Polish have their 
Pulaski Day Parade. Point out that some 
of Americans’ favorite foods came from 
these countries: spaghetti, pizza, lasagne, 
manicotti, spumoni, salami, pepperoni, 
mozzarella, and olive oil from Italy; 
hamburger, frankfurters, sandwiches, 
weinerschnitzel, and beer from Germany; 
Polish sausage, babka, and pierogi from 
Poland.

German-American Day  Objectives: 
Students will be able to tell how an earlier 
group of immigrants have contributed to 
the U.S., and some successes and problems 
they had. Procedures: Have students 
locate Germany on a world map. From the 
map, describe the country (size, capital, 
neighboring countries, sea coasts, etc.) 
Invite a person of German descent into 
your class to talk about Germany and 
famous German Americans. Ask him or her 
to teach how to count from one to five in 
German, and a short German song.

Fire-Prevention Week  Procedures: 
Elicit from students ways to be prepared 
for a fire at home, then read the article. 
Have students work in pairs to write 
scripts and practice making phone calls to 
911 in case of fire. The student being the 
911 operator should ask questions such 
as, Can you say that again, please? Where 
is the fire? How many people are inside? 
The operator needs to write the important 
information down. Check to make sure the 
operator wrote the information correctly. 
Then let students switch roles. Caution 
students that they should not call 911 for 
non-emergencies. 

Project – Fire Escape Plan:  Have 
each student draw a map of his or her 
home, including all windows, doors, 
and smoke alarms. Have students draw 
arrows showing two ways to get out of 
the apartment/home. Have students plan a 
meeting place outside for his or her family 
in case of a fire. Encourage students to 
share their fire escape plans with everyone 
in their home, and report back to the 
class. (For more information on teaching 
fire safety to immigrants and refugees, 
go to: www.nfpa.org and do a search for 
“immigrants and refugees”.)

Boss’s Day  Ask students such as: What 
does a boss do? How does someone get to 
be a boss in a company? Have you ever 
had a boss? What things did he or she 
do that you liked? What didn’t you like? 
Have you ever been the boss of something? 
Invite the school principal or a supervisor 
to tell the class about his or her job.

Columbus Day  Elicit what students 
already know about Christopher 
Columbus. Use a world map to learn the 
English names for the continents. Show 
Columbus’s birthplace, Genoa, Italy, 
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and point out the route that merchants 
traveled overland (from Italy, through 
the Mediterranean, Middle East, to India 
and China.) What did they want to get? 
(spices, gold, medicines [drugs], silk). 
Have students research to learn what the 
conditions were on Columbus’s ships: what 
food, dangers, and fears did the sailors 
have? Bring up the controversy over 
Columbus: although he was a great sailor, 
he made slaves of the Indians and his 
discoveries brought Europeans and their 
diseases to the Americas. Some protest 
groups want to have statues of Columbus 
taken down and places named for him 
renamed. Discuss what it means to be a 
hero to one group of people and an evil 
person as seen by another group of people.

United Nations Day  Objectives: 
Students will be able to list seven purposes 
of the U.N., tell the five permanent 
members of the Security Council, and 
tell the six official languages of the 
organization. Procedures: See a list of 
member nations from www.un.org/en/
member-states/index.html and learn the 
names in English of some of the important 
countries in the world. Depending on 
your class, you can mention that the 
U.N. Security Council has condemned 
the threats that North Korea has made 
regarding nuclear attacks. (We plan to 
write about the topics surrounding North 
Korea in November’s Easy English NEWS.)

Halloween  Bring in symbols of 
Halloween in pictures or posters (witches, 
jack-o’-lanterns, owls, bats, skeletons, 
ghosts, black cats, etc.) Have students tell 
their experiences if they were in the U.S. 
last Halloween. Give some background 
on the origins of Halloween. Visit www.
history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-
halloween. Bring in one or more medium-
sized pumpkins, pumpkin cutters, candles, 
and matches. Demonstrate how to cut a 
pumpkin and hollow it out. Talk about the 
activity in several modes. The future tense: 
(We are going to carve a jack-o’-lantern); 
the imperative form: (Juan, cut the mouth); 
the present continuous tense: (Juan is cutting 
the mouth); and, when you are finished, in 
the past form: (Lin took out all the seeds).

This Is Your Page (page 4)

After reading the stories, have students 
relate them to their own lives. Ask questions 
such as: What traditional celebrations 
are there in your home country? What do 
people do on these days? What words do 
Americans often leave out of sentences? 
What kinds of fruits and vegetables do you 
have in your home country? What can you 
do to show your thanks to someone who 
has done a favor? What are examples of 

good manners in your home country? Bad 
manners? 

Your Health: Allergies (page 5) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what an allergy is and name six substances 
that can cause allergic reactions. They 
will be able to tell four ways one’s body 
might respond to an allergen, three reasons 
why a person may develop an allergy to 
something, and seven ways to help protect 
from developing an allergy. Procedures: 
Have students take turns reading the article 
and define the difficult words as you come 
to them. Most people are surprised that 
allergies are involved in many different 
illnesses. Point out that they can be tested 
by a doctor to see what is causing an 
allergic reaction. Ask questions such as: Are 
you allergic to anything? Is there anything 
that makes you sneeze or have a stuffy 
nose? Is there anything that makes you 
sleepy? Is there anything that gives you a 
skin rash? Do you have an allergic reaction 
to cats? Bread? Any foods? Flowers? Were 
you always allergic to these things? When 
did the allergy begin (or stop)?

People helping people (page 6)

With the terrible flood and its day-after-
day trials, the news from Texas is that 
Texans are strong and will survive. We 
hope so, too. The devastation is likely to 
continue for some time but was pushed 
out of the news by Hurricane Irma. It’s 
inspiring to see how many different 
people and agencies come to help people. 
Procedures: Talk about the photos. 
Identify who is being rescued and who 
is rescuing. Ask questions such as: Were 
you ever rescued from danger? Why do 
you think volunteers came to rescue people 
trapped in flooded homes? Would you do it? 
How do you think people felt when strangers 
came to help them? What help can your 
school or class give to victims of the storms?

Baseball (pages 5 and 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the history of the American sport 
of baseball and why baseball is sometimes 
called America’s Pastime. They will 
be able to tell some basic rules of the 
game. Students will be able to tell how 
the following historic events in the U.S. 
impacted baseball: segregation, the Great 
Depression, and World War II. Students 
will be able to tell why Jackie Robinson 
is an important figure in baseball and 
American history. They will be able 
to name four other baseball heroes 
and explain how they helped people.  
Procedures: There are countless activities 
to choose from for this topic. Depending 
on the levels and interest of your students, 

you can do as many of them or as few as 
you please. Elicit from students what they 
already know about baseball. Ask questions 
such as: Do you ever play baseball? Do 
you like to watch baseball games on TV? 
Do you have a favorite team? Do people 
play baseball in your home country? 
Read the rules of baseball on page 5 with 
students to give an understanding of the 
game. Draw a baseball diamond on the 
board and list the names of the bases, 
and the positions of the fielders, pitcher, 
catcher, batter, and umpire. Then read 
the history of baseball out loud to the 
class. Pause and ask questions after each 
paragraph to check for comprehension. 
What happened to the sport of baseball 
during the Great Depression? During 
World War II? Who was Jackie Robinson? 
Why was it dangerous for him to play for 
the Dodgers? Do you think athletes should 
be allowed to use drugs to become stronger? 
Why or why not?

Students may enjoy these baseball 
movies: Field of Dreams; A League of 
their Own; 42; Eight Men Out; The Pride 
of the Yankees. Bring one of these movies 
to show in class. Explain the plot first. 
Download and print out the lyrics of Take 
Me Out to the Ballgame at http://www.
baseball-almanac.com/poetry/po_stmo.
shtml. This 1908 song is baseball’s 
unofficial anthem. Fans often sing the song 
during the break after the seventh inning. 
Read the lyrics out loud with the class one 
line at a time. Then play the song: https://
youtu.be/I5wqElRh1HU. Students should 
follow along with the lyrics and try to sing 
the song as well.

 1. b
 2. b
 3. d
 4. d
 5. a
 6. c
 7. d
 8. c
 9. a
10. b
11. T
12. F (cannot)
13. F (German)
14. T
15. T

16. T
17. F (United 
Nations)
18. T
19. F (Japan)
20. F (four)
21. H (famine)
22. B (dairy)
23. E (explorer)
24. J 
(delicatessen)
25. I (receipt)
26. F (florist)
27. C (coupon)
28. A (allergy)
29. G (ghost)
30. D (literacy)

ANSWERS



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. Hurricane Harvey started in 
 
  a) the Mediterranean Sea.
   b) the Gulf of Mexico.
  c) Houston, Texas.
  d) The Mississippi River.

___    2. More than _________ people live in the 
areas that Hurricane Harvey affected.

   a) 600,000
   b) 6,000,000
  c) 60,000
  d) 160,000

___    3. Harvey brought as much as 50 inches of 
rain to some places in ___________

   a)  Florida.
  b) California.
  c)  Mexico.
  d)  Texas.

___   4. Hurricane Irma 

  a)  was a Category One hurricane.  
b)  started in the Gulf of Mexico.

  c)  was the last hurricane of the       
 hurricane season.

  d)  hit southwestern Florida with   
 winds of 130 miles per hour.

____   5. One of biggest dangers of a hurricane 
can be

   a)   a storm surge.
  b)   a heat wave.
  c)  lightning.
  d)  earthquakes.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  Baseball is a game between two teams of 
 

  a) four players.
  b) six players.
  c) nine players.
  d) twelve players.
  
 

____  7. In the 2016 World Series, the Chicago Cubs
 

  a)  had to join the military.
  b)  won their 108th game.
  c)  banned eight of their players.
  d)  won after not winning for 108 years.
 

____  8. Today, baseball players must take drug tests 
 

  a)  to hit more home runs.
  b)  to receive high salaries.
  c)  to be sure they are not using illegal  

 drugs to become stronger.
  d)  to win the World Series.
 

____  9.  Who wrote a book of rules that made 
baseball safer and easier to play? 
 

  a)  Alexander Cartwright
  b)  Kenesaw Landis
  c)  Babe Ruth
  d)  Jim Crow
 

____  10.  Jackie Robinson
 

  a)  started the first women’s baseball  
 league.

  b)  was the first black player in major  
 league baseball.

  c)  hit the most home runs in one season.
  d) invented baseball.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11.  You can find vegetables and fruit in the 
produce department of a supermarket. 
________________________________

____  12. You can use the express lane at a 
supermarket if you have a lot of items.

              ________________________________

____  13.  Polish Americans, Chinese Americans, 
and Italian Americans celebrate their 
heritage in the month of October. 
________________________________

____  14.  German immigrants brought traditional 
foods such as hot dogs, hamburgers, and 
beer to America.

              ________________________________

____  15.  Halloween is October 31.
              ________________________________

____  16. Columbus landed in America on 
October 12, 1492.

              ________________________________

____  17.  The Secretary-General of the  
United States is António Guterres.

             ________________________________

____   18. Children wear costumes and go trick-
or-treating on Halloween.                  
________________________________

____  19.  In the U.S., it is normal to make noise 
while eating noodles.  
________________________________

____  20. There are three bases in baseball. 
________________________________
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III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A.  allergy F.  florist
 B. dairy G. ghost
 C. coupon H.  famine 
 D.  literacy I. receipt
 E.  explorer J. delicatessen

____  21. A _____________________ is a time 
when there is not enough food to eat.

____  22. Milk, cream, yogurt, and cheese are all 
__________________ products.

____  23.  A person who goes to a new 
place to learn about it is an 
_____________________.  

____  24. A place to buy prepared food, salads, 
and meat and cheese for sandwiches is 
a ____________________________.

____  25. A piece of paper that lists the 
items a person has paid for is a 
________________________.

____  26. A person who sells flowers in a shop is 
called a _____________________.

____  27. Use a _______________ to get a lower 
price for a product when shopping.

____  28. Sneezing, a rash, and itchy eyes may be 
signs of an ___________________. 

____  29. Some people believe that a 
_____________________ is the spirit 
of a dead person.

____  30. The ability to read and write is called 
_______________________.


