
Dear Colleague:

If it’s March, can spring be far behind? 
We’re excited here! New things are 
happening. We hope to launch a digital 
edition of Easy English NEWS soon.  
We’ve also started producing short videos 
with Elizabeth and Adelaide, so you can 
meet us and learn a bit about our favorite 
materials. They’ll soon be at our website, 
Elizabethclaire.com or you can find them 
on Youtube.com. (Search for Elizabeth 
Claire.) We now finally have a Facebook 
Page! Please find us and “Like” us. 

Elizabeth Claire and Adelaide Coles

New Justice for the Supreme 
Court? (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain the purpose and powers of the 
Supreme Court, and name the person that 
President Trump has nominated. They will 
be able to tell the steps that the Senate 
takes to confirm a new justice. They will 
be able to tell some differences between 
conservative and liberal interpretations 
of the Constitution. They will be able to 
explain why there have been only eight 
justices on the Court since last February. 

Preparation: Keep aware of current 
news about the hearings for Neil Gorsuch 
so you can tell the current state of events 
in his confirmation. Procedures: Ask 
questions such as: Who makes laws in 
the United States? What document is the 
highest law in the land? What happens if a 
law made by Congress does not agree with 
the Constitution? Introduce the concept of 
the three parts of government: president, 
lawmakers, courts. (Executive, legislative, 
judicial). Elicit the meaning of the word 
supreme. Have students identify the three 
people in the photo on page one. Explain 
filibuster. (The Senate cannot vote while 
a senator is speaking, and there is no 
limit on how long a senator can speak.) 
However, 60 senators can vote to stop 
discussion. Have students watch a segment 
of the hearings in class. 

Watch your car!  
(pages 1, 10, and 11) 

Objectives: Students will be able 
to give 12 tips for keeping their cars 

and themselves safe. Procedures:  Ask 
questions such as Does your family have a 
car? What’s the danger of leaving your car 
unlocked? Of leaving your keys in the car? 
What are ways that car thieves can steal 
a car without keys? Read the article and 
discuss. 

Events in March (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each 
of the events in March and write those 
in the calendars. Add any school events 
and personal events such as graduation, 
assemblies, birthdays, and anniversaries. 
Talk about the phrase March comes in 
like a lion and goes out like a lamb. Have 
students take note of the weather on the 
first few days of March. Is it like a lion? 
Or a lamb? In what ways? Ask them to 
note the weather the last days of March so 
you can compare. 

 Women’s History Month Ask students 
to tell what different customs and rights 
regarding women they have noticed or 
experienced in the U.S. Have them tell any 
rights, privileges, roles, etc. that women 
have in their home countries. How do 
people in your family feel about rights for 
girls and women? Have students interview 
men and women over 60 years old to tell 
laws and customs that have changed since 
1960. Ask questions such as: Do people 
celebrate International Women’s Day 
in your native countries? What are the 
customs? Is there a special day for men in 
your home countries? For children? Have 
you ever taken part in a protest or march? 
Tell about it.

Ash Wednesday  Define the words ash 
and the cross. Ask any Catholic students 
in the class to tell what they do on Ash 
Wednesday. Ask what the ashes represent. 

Read Across America Ask questions 
such as: What kinds of books or stories do 
you like? Do you have a favorite book? 
Tell about it. Why do you think reading 
is important? What things do you read 
everyday? Is it easier to read in your 
home language? Where do you get books 
or newspapers in that language? How 
much time do you spend reading in any 
language? How much time do you spend 
watching TV? Playing video games or 
computer games? Playing in active sports 
or games? Point out some advantages of 

getting information from reading over 
watching TV. (Stimulates different parts 
of the brain, is more easily remembered, 
causes more thinking, builds vocabulary, 
can be reviewed, prepares students for 
reading directions, taking standardized 
tests...) What can you do in class or at 
home to celebrate reading? 

Daylight Saving Time  Read the article. 
Ask students how changing the hours 
“saves daylight?” Why? Does it save 
daylight for everyone? (No, farmers tend 
animals according to the sun, not to a 
clock. Retired people, babies and their 
parents may not adjust their hours.) People 
commuting to work or school in the dark 
lose daylight in the morning, but gain it 
in the evening. Warn them about drivers 
in the few days after the clocks have gone 
ahead...There are more sleepy drivers and 
more accidents. 

Saint Patrick’s Day Talk about the 
way immigrants bring their customs and 
holidays with them to a new country. What 
customs and holidays from your home 
country do you still celebrate in the U.S.? 
Do you share your holiday with others? 
The Irish invite everyone to “be Irish for a 
day” to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Point 
out that Halloween was also brought to the 
U.S. from old Irish customs. Explain some 
of the symbols students might see on St. 
Patrick’s Day: Leprechauns, shamrocks, 
pots of gold, the color green, etc. The city 
of Chicago even dyes the Chicago River 
green with food coloring. Invite students 
to be Irish for the day and wear something 
green on March 17. 

Spring  What are some signs of spring 
in your area? Have students keep a journal 
to describe the changes that warming 
weather brings to your area of the country. 
They might make a class chart with daily 
temperatures for the months of March and 
April. 

Income tax notice  Objectives: Students 
will be able to explain what income tax is, 
who should file a return, and why some 
people may get a refund or even an Earned 
Income Tax Credit. Procedures: Download 
and photocopy a set of 1040 EZ from 
www.IRS.gov. Explain the words: initial, 
joint, dependent, spouse, attach, enclose, 
wages, salary, tips, interest, adjusted, 
gross, and other critical words. Practice 
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filing out parts of it. (Students can’t fill 
out the earnings or tax information unless 
they have a W-2 form.)

This Is Your Page (page 4)

After reading the stories, have students 
tell any similar happenings in their own 
lives. 

Ask a Speech Coach (page 5) 

Objectives: Students will be able 
to distinguish the sounds /ah/ and /ae/ 
aurally, (distinguish cop and hot, from cap 
and hat.) They will become competent 
in pronouncing the /ae/ as in hat. 
Procedures: Read the article. Explain the 
odd-looking representation of the sound 
by the symbol /ae /. Say the word pairs to 
help students hear the difference between 
the sounds /ah/ and /ae/. Have students 
observe the movement of your mouth to 
the different position for the /ae/ and copy 
you. Exercise: Say two words and have 
students raise one finger if the words have 
the same sound, and raise two fingers if 
the sounds are different:  box, box; pat, 
pot; hat, hat; hot, hot; hot, hat; mop, map; 
map, mop; mop, mop. Then have students 
practice reading with your coaching. 
Review the pronunciation practice every 
few days for a while until it is naturally a 
part of their speech. Start correcting this 
item in pronunciation as it occurs. 

Green! What Does It Mean? (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell ten meanings of the word green. 
Procedures: Elicit from students meanings 
they know for the word green. Read the 
article, adding to their meanings. Have 
students tell meanings of the word green in 
their native language.

America the Beautiful:  
Portland, Oregon (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Portland, Oregon on a wall map, 
and tell why it is a port city. They will be 
able to tell five interesting things about 
Portland. Procedures: Define the word 
weird. (Odd or unusual, strange, creepy, 
perhaps supernatural). Ask questions such 
as Why would a city call itself weird? Read 
the article to find some reasons. Why do 
many people visit Portland each year? 
What would you like to do in Portland? 
How far is Portland from here? Assign 
advanced students to bring in other 
information about things to see and do in 
Portland. 

Heroes and History:  
Reconstruction (page 7)

The events in the United States after the 
Civil War are very complex and disturbing. 
Reconstruction lasted but 12 years, sowing 
the seeds of black civil rights. The newly 
freed population was protected by the 
U.S. Army which was stationed in the 
South after the war. When the army was 
withdrawn, blacks were at the mercy 
of angry whites who terrorized them, 
disregarded their rights, and relegated them 
to second-class citizens, separate living 
areas, schools, public places and public 
transportation. The “Jim Crow” laws were 
in place in the South for 90 years. These 
conditions formed the background for the 
Civil Rights movement that slowly began 
after World War II and picked up steam in 
1954. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
seven changes in the South after the Civil 
War. Students will be able to tell the new 
rights of the freed former slaves. They will 
be able to tell three things the Freedman’s 
Bureaus did for black people, and how 
blacks lost their rights when the U.S. Army 
left the South. They will be able to tell the 
reason the Ku Klux Klan was formed and 
how it kept black people from using their 
rights. 

Preparation:  Refresh your own 
understanding of the Reconstruction era. 
Read more about, or watch several videos 
on Reconstruction on Youtube.com Select 
some short segments of these or other 
videos to show the class. Download “The 
Constitution in Simple English” free at 
our website. Procedures: Review what 
students remember from February’s article 
on the Civil War and January’s article on 
Slavery in the United States. Refer to a 
wall map of the U.S. to refresh or teach 
the geography of the Union states and the 
states of the Confederacy. Ask questions 
such as: How do you think the slaves felt 
after being freed? What would they need? 
How do you think the white slave owners 
in the South felt? How do you think the 
poor whites felt? 

Read the article out loud, and include 
the photos and captions when relevant.  
Explain difficult vocabulary. Emphasize 
the importance of the three amendments 
to the Constitution, especially the 14th, 
which gives citizenship to anyone who is 
born in the United States...which allows 
children even of undocumented immigrants 
to be citizens. Point out that the Ku Klux 
Klan still exists and is still a terrorist 
organization here in the U.S. 

 Why did Congress remove the Army from 
the South? In the national election of 1876, 
the electoral votes were in dispute. The 
Democrats gave up 20 electoral votes to 

let Rutherford B. Hayes, a Republican, be 
elected President. In exchange the Army 
was removed from the South. 

Immigrants and Executive Orders 
(page 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
three actions President Trump took after 
the inauguration. They will be able to 
explain the two bans on people arriving 
from seven countries where ISIS has been 
active. They will be able to tell some 
of the effects of the bans. They will be 
interested in finding out what happened 
next. Preparation: When Easy English 
NEWS went to press, this was still a 
developing story. Bring in news articles 
with the most recent developments. It may 
be that the Supreme Court has already 
decided the case. Procedure: Have 
students look at the photos and read the 
captions and tell what they think is going 
on. Then read the article. This is a “hot” 
topic, and people have strong opinions 
on either side. We can’t give enough 
information on this topic to qualify a 
debate. Some felt that the bans were not 
fair because they seemed to be directed at 
Muslims. Others felt that the bans were 
necessary because ISIS threatened to send 
terrorists along with the refugees, and this 
has already happened in Europe. Most 
everyone agreed that the way the bans 
were suddenly carried out was a complete 
mess. If your students or their families 
were affected by these bans or the recent 
actions of the immigration authorities, our 
profoundest sympathies to all. Know that 
we care. 

ANSWERS
1. c
2. a
3. c
4. a
5. d
6. b
7. a
8. b
9. a
10. c
11. F (March)
12. T
13. F (harder, 
more difficult)
14. F (Ireland)
15. T

16. F (Green)
17. F (12)
18. T
19. T
20. F (read)
21. f (motor)
22. a (ash)
23. j (jealous)
24. d (deposit)
25. h (deadline)
26. b (port)
27. e (earn)
28. g (refugee)
29. c (naked)
30. i (stew)
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Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  1. Who did President Trump nominate for 
Supreme Court justice?

  a)  Mike Pence
  b)  Rutherford B. Hayes
  c) Neil Gorsuch
  d)  Barack Obama

____  2. What group must confirm the 
nomination? 

 

  a) the Senate
  b)  the House of Representatives  

c)  both houses of Congress
  d) the American voters

____  3. How long can a Supreme Court justice 
serve? 

  a)  six years
  b)  two terms of four years
  c)  for life
  d)  until there is a new president

____  4. The liberal view of the Constitution is 
that 

  a)  it is a living document.  
b) it means today the same as it   
 meant in 1787.

  c)  the Supreme Court may amend it.  
d) it needs no more amendments.

____  5. How many justices are normally on the 
Supreme Court?

 

  a)  six
  b)  seven
  c)  eight
  d) nine

____  6. The Reconstruction Acts of 1867 

  a)  forgave the soldiers who fought   
 against the Union.

  b)  sent the U.S. Army to the South.
  c)  tried to stop black people from   

 voting.
  d)  removed the Army from the South. 

____  7. Black men aged 21 and older got the right 
to vote 

  a)  by the 15th Amendment to the U.S.  
     Constitution.

  b)  from the Freedman’s Bureau.
  c)  during the election in Colfax,   

 Louisiana.
  d)  from President Andrew Johnson.

____  8. Newly-freed blacks joined the Republican 
Party because it was

  a)  the party their masters belonged to.
  b)  the party that freed the slaves.
  c)  the party of Andrew Johnson.
  d)  the party that made low taxes.

____  9. The Ku Klux Klan was 

  a)  a white terrorist organization. 
  b)  a political party.
  c)  part of the Reconstruction Acts.
  d)  a group of sharecroppers.

____  10. Reconstruction ended when

  a)  the South did not need the Army       
 anymore.

  b)  black people had their full rights.
  c)  President Hayes called the Army   

 out of the South.
  d)  the seeds of racial equality began to  

 grow.
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II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. April is Women’s History Month. 
_________________________________

____  12. One nickname for Portland is “Bridge 
City.” 
_________________________________

____  13. A parking brake makes a car easier to 
tow away. 
_________________________________                   

____  14. St. Patrick is the patron saint of the 
U.S.A.  
_________________________________

____  15. Roses grow very well in Portland, 
Oregon. 
_________________________________

____  16. Blue is a symbol of Ireland, a sign of 
nature, and a sign of spring. 
_________________________________

____  17.  On March 20, the day and the night 
both have 24 hours. 
_________________________________

____  18. March comes in like a lion and goes out 
like a lamb.  
_________________________________  

____  19.  The Green Party wants to protect the 
environment. 
_________________________________

  
____   20. On March 2, students in many schools 

will drop everything and play. 
_________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  ash  F.   motor
B.  port  G.  refugee
C.   naked  H.  deadline
D.  deposit  I.   stew
E.   earn  J.   jealous

____  21. A _________________________ is the 
engine of a car.

____  22. Soft, gray powder left after something 
burns is _________________________.

____  23. Annie felt ________________________ 
that her brother got a new TV on his 
birthday.

____  24. A person can ______________________ 
money into his or her bank account.

____  25. File your income tax return by the 
______________________ on April 18.

____  26. A place where ships can come and go is 
a _________________________.

____  27. Workers have to pay 
taxes on the money they 
_______________________.

____  28. A _________________________ has 
left a country because of danger there.

____  29. A person who is ___________________ 
is not wearing any clothing.

____  30. Irish ________________ is a traditional 
food on St. Patrick’s Day. It’s a thick 
soup made from meat, onions, and 
potatoes.
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