
Dear Colleagues:

Lots of news to pass on to you! Most 
exciting is that we’ll be offering a digital 
edition starting in September. We’d love 
you to try out our free sample of April, 
2017 to see the useful bells and whistles 
it has. Go to our website Elizabethclaire.
com and click on Newspaper – Digital. 
We want your feedback so our next edition 
(September, 2017) will be even better. 
Email us at ESL@elizabethclaire.com 
with your thoughts.

Starting July 1, there will be a price 
increase of 10 cents per copy per month for 
quantities of Easy English NEWS between 
20 and 499. Prices for smaller quantities 
won’t change. The price for 500 copies 
per month will remain a dollar per copy. 
You can avoid the increase if you order 
next year’s subscription by or before June 
30. If your subscription ends this month, 
look for the brightly-colored renewal form 
in the package with your papers. If your 
subscription doesn’t end, but you’d like 
to get your next subscription at this year’s 
prices, place your order before June 30. 
Be sure to tell us what month you want to 
begin your next subscription. 

We’ve gotten hundreds of replies to 
the survey we sent out with April’s Easy 
English NEWS. Thank you! We’ve been 
using teachers’ and readers’ advice for the 
past 21 years because it’s your newspaper. 

Are you teaching in a summer program? 
We don’t publish in July or August, but 
the June issue of Easy English NEWS will 
work well in a summer program, with a 
July calendar, Fourth of July material and 
the “Birth of the United States.” You can 
order extra June copies now. Suggest to 
students who will be leaving your program 
that they can subscribe to Easy English 
NEWS on their own. Remind them that 
their subscriptions will start with the 
September edition. 

Suggestions for summer activities 
for ESL students: Discuss summer 
activities for improving English and for 
continuing education. See our Facebook 
page (Elizabeth Claire’s Easy English 
NEWS) and sign up for our blog at 
Elizabethclaire.com to get valuable 
notices, free items, and supplementary 
materials. Have students set a goal for 
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themselves for new vocabulary learned, 
books read, English conversations with 
native speakers, or movies they see in 
English.  

Students might also benefit from 
books for self study. Kristina, 1904: 
The Greenhorn Girl is a novel that high 
intermediate and advanced readers can 
appreciate. Also, American Manners and 
Customs Book One is good for self study. 
Please see our website or our catalogue for 
other suggestions. 

International Asteroid Day 
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain what an asteroid is, sizes of 
asteroids, and where they probably came 
from. They will be able to tell why NASA 
sent a spacecraft to the asteroid Bennu, and 
what NASA is doing to predict and prevent 
any asteroids coming too close to the earth. 
They will be able to tell of two recent 
asteroid collisions with earth, the results of 
those, and where they happened, and three 
reasons for Asteroid Day. Preparation: 
Watch a few Youtube videos on asteroids 
yourself to get more up-to-date information 
and background before using the paper 
in the classroom. Here is a video on the 
Tunguska asteroid: https://youtu.be/
ZKybW6Ewp8I and a video of the recent 
asteroid in Chelyabinsk, Russia: https://
youtu.be/dpmXyJrs7iU.

Procedures: Define asteroid; write key 
vocabulary words on the board: solar 
system, planet, moon, gravity, orbit, 
atmosphere, collide, friction, NASA, detect, 
launch. Elicit meanings or define the words. 

Ask questions such as: Do you know 
what day June 30 is? Why do you think 
there is such a day? What do you know 
about asteroids? Read the article one 
paragraph at a time, asking comprehension 
questions after each segment. If you have 
access to the Internet and a screen, show 
Youtube.com videos as indicated in the 
text. Or, assign students to watch these 
videos. They may not understand the audio 
part of them, but can get a better idea of 
the concepts from the visuals. Discuss how 
human beings are not good at planning for 
future dangers, especially a danger that 
might never happen...but if it did happen 
could do extreme damage. This makes 

it hard for governments of the world to 
budget for things that are not a present 
danger, and people are not worried about. 
Discuss three large asteroid collisions 
and their results. Have students be able 
to tell about the purpose of the mission 
to the asteroid Bennu, and the purpose of 
Asteroid Impact Mission to Didymos in 
2020. Have students go to NASA.gov and 
search information on asteroids. 

Are you going to the beach? 
(pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be aware of 
beaches nearest them, and be able to tell 
five dangers at beaches and four good 
manners rules at beaches. Procedures: 
Bring in photos, information and other data 
on beaches near you. On a U.S. map, have 
students locate and name states that touch 
the Atlantic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Gulf 
of Mexico, and the Great Lakes. Locate 
the beaches closest to you on the map. If 
there are swimmable lakes and rivers in 
your state, point these out. Ask questions 
such as: Where do you go swimming? Have 
you gone to a beach? Tell about it. Does 
your home country have beaches on the 
oceans or sea? Did you live near a beach? 
Where else do people go to cool off in the 
summer? What are some good manners at 
a beach? What are some dangers at the 
beach? Have students be aware of lakes 
and swimming pools in your area. Bring in 
information about them: costs, restrictions, 
services, public transportation and parking. 
Then read the article and add to the safety 
rules and manners. 

Events in June and July  
(pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each 
of the events in the summer and write 
those in the calendar. Also, write in any 
school events, tests, and graduation, as 
well as personal events such as birthdays 
and anniversaries. Ask what holidays are 
celebrated in their home countries in June 
and July. Ask students about summer plans 
for work, summer school, vacation, or 
travel. Is there a summer break in your 
home country? How long is it? What do 
students usually do during that break? 
Give suggestions for improving English 
over the summer. 

Flag Day  Point out that Americans have 
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strong feelings about the flag; in many 
schools, students say the pledge to the 
flag before starting lessons. Our national 
anthem is about the flag. Have students 
understand the meaning of the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Point out that these words 
express an ideal that we live toward, even 
though it is not always realized. Mention 
that if they are not planning to become 
citizens, they should stand when others say 
the pledge to the flag. Talk about purposes 
for a flag. (A uniting symbol; patriotic 
feelings; war identification; ID for ships.) 
What feelings do you have about the 
flag of your home country? What are the 
meanings of the colors or symbols on your 
home country’s flag? Teach additional flag 
manners and customs such as: the flag 
flown at half mast for national sorrow. 
More at www.usflag.org/flagetiquette.html

Father’s Day  Have students talk 
about their fathers, uncles, step fathers, 
grandfathers, or other men in their lives 
who have helped them or influenced them. 
What are some qualities of a good father?

Graduation  Explain graduation 
procedures and ceremonies at your school. 
Act out a graduation ceremony, with 
different students taking different roles: 
Master of ceremonies, valedictorian, 
salutatorian, guest speaker, awards 
presenter, presenter of diplomas, graduates. 
Explain credits and requirements for 
graduation at your school. Point out the 
financial value of a high school diploma 
and further training or education. Explain 
opportunities to get a GED. 

Prom Night  Is there a prom at your 
school? Bring in someone to talk about 
it. Show pictures of events, dress, and 
activities at the prom. Find out if there 
are local funds available to help students 
pay for the expenses of the prom (recycled 
prom dresses, for example).

Weddings  Talk about wedding customs 
in the U.S. and in their home countries. 
Ask questions such as: How do people find 
a life partner in your home country? What 
are good qualities to look for in a partner? 
Are there times when you think it’s lucky 
to get married? Do people in your home 
countries go on a honeymoon after getting 
married? Have married students tell about 
their wedding day. Where in the U.S. do 
you think would be a good place for a 
honeymoon?

Hurricane season  Students will be 
able to tell where hurricanes occur and 
the kinds of dangers that a hurricane can 
bring. They will be able to tell three ways 
to prepare at home, and where to evacuate 
to if they are told to leave. Procedures: 
Even if you are not on one of the coasts 

that experience hurricanes, download our 
free booklet “Hurricane Safety in Simple 
English” at our website. (Students may 
move to such an area in the future.) It’s 
urgent for students to know how to keep 
up with the weather news, and what to do 
in case of hurricane. Ask questions such 
as: Do hurricanes happen in your home 
country? What do people do? 

Independence Day  Let your students 
know where they may enjoy local 
fireworks displays. Caution students about 
laws regarding personal use of fireworks, 
and the safety concerns. Read about The 
Birth of the United States on page 7.

 This Is Your Page (page 4) 

After reading the stories, have students 
relate them to their own lives. Ask 
questions such as: What makes a perfect 
parent? Is it easy to be punctual? Who do 
you admire in your life? Do you usually 
read directions before using a new item? 
Why or why not? What restaurants have 
you eaten at? What do you order? Do you 
go to a gym or recreation center or pool? 
Tell about it. 

Your Health (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able 
to explain why we often have sore 
muscles after an exercise activity that 
we haven’t done before. They will be 
able to tell three other conditions that 
can cause sore muscles. They will be 
able to tell two simple actions that can 
relieve sore muscles. They will be aware 
that long-lasting sore muscles may 
require consulting their health advisor.  
Procedures: Ask questions such as: Have 
you felt sore muscles after a new exercise 
or game? What do you think causes that? 
Read the article, and build the vocabulary 
to talk about it.

Rocky Mountain National Park 
(page 6)

Objectives: On a map of the U.S., 
students will be able to locate the Rocky 
Mountains, Colorado, and Rocky Mountain 
National Park. They will be able to tell 
five things about the park, and tell why 
they might want to visit it. Procedures: 
Bring in additional videos or photos and 
information about the park. Explain that 
national parks are on land set aside for 
everyone’s enjoyment, and paid for by 
taxpayers (though some have admission 
fees). Read the article and discuss the 
photos. Have class calculate the distance 
from your city to Rocky Mountain National 
Park, how best to travel there, where to 
stay, what to bring, and what to do to enjoy 
all of the adventures there. 

The Birth of the United States  
(page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
explain how Thomas Paine’s book helped 
Americans decide to fight for their freedom 
from Britain. They will explain why the 
“birthday” of the U.S. is July 4, 1776, but 
Britain did not grant independence until 
1783. (Point out that Britain and England 
refer to the same country). Students will be 
able to give five reasons the British were 
stronger, and five reasons that the Patriots 
won the war anyway.  

Procedures: Ask questions such as: Did 
your home country ever belong to another 
country? How did it become independent? 
Read the article, and develop the 
vocabulary. Discuss these two situations: 
1. The people who signed the Declaration 
of Independence risked their lives if they 
lost, and 2. The people who stayed loyal 
to Britain risked their homes and safety. 
The Loyalists did lose, and were forced 
to leave their land. Has anything like that 
happened in your home country? Imagine 
what might have happened if the British 
had won. 

Using the map of the original states, 
have students name the 13 original states, 
and on a current map, name the new states 
that were created out of the territory of 
the original states. (Alabama, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Vermont, Maine) 

 ANSWERS
 1. b 
 2. a
 3. c
 4. b
 5. d
 6. b
 7. a
 8. d
 9. a
10. c
11. F (June 14)
12. F (13      
      stripes)
13. F (liberty)
14. F (stand  
         up)
15. T 

16. F (Canada) 
17. T
18. T
19. F (July)
20. F (Britain)
21. D (impact)
22. C (retreat)
23. H (indivisible)
24. J (punctual)
25. B  
      (ammunition)
26. E (treaty)
27. A (continent)
28. F  
      (prescription)
29. G (peak)
30. I (gravity) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

____  1.  An asteroid 
 
  a)  is a large planet.
  b)  is a rock that never became a   

 planet.
  c)  orbits the earth.
  d)  orbits the planet Jupiter.
 
____  2.  Most asteroids that hit the earth

  a)  burn up in the earth’s atmosphere. 
b)  leave big craters.

  c)  hit populated areas.
  d)  cause a terrible disaster. 

____  3. In 2016, NASA sent a spacecraft to the 
asteroid Bennu in order to

  
  a)  change its orbit.
  b)  destroy it.
  c)  bring back a piece to study.
  d)  take photos.
 

____  4. The largest asteroid in human history

  a)  killed 70% of all animals on   
 Earth.

  b)  destroyed 80 million trees in   
      Tunguska, Russia.

  c)  hit Chelyabinsk, Russia in 2013.
  d)  was the asteroid Didymos. 

____  5. The Planetary Defense Coordination 
Office has an important job:

   a) celebrate International Asteroid   
 Day.

  b)  find minerals on asteroids.  
c)  study the nature of asteroids. 
d)  detect and track asteroids that   
 could hit the earth.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6.  Rip currents 
 
  a) help clean up the beach.
  b) can carry a swimmer far away from  

 shore.
  c) come from storm drains.
  d) are safe places to swim.

____  7. Clean Beaches Week is like

  a)   Earth Day for the beach.
    b) the Fourth of July.
  c) a wedding.
  d) June 14.

____  8. It’s safer to swim at beaches 

  a) that are polluted.
  b) that have a rip current.
  c) that have storm drains.
  d) that have a lifeguard.

____  9. You need a sunscreen 

  a)  that has an SPF of 15 or higher.
  b)  that is stronger than a rip current.
  c) that blocks out only Ultraviolet B  

 rays. 
  d)  that helps you swim faster.

____  10. It’s a bad idea to drink alcohol at the 
beach because 

  a)  it attracts sharks.
  b) it increases the SPF of your  

 sunscreen.
  c) it decreases your swimming ability.
  d) it makes jellyfish stings hurt longer.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Flag Day is July 4.  
________________________________

____  12. There are 50 stars and 50 stripes on the 
American flag.

              ________________________________

____  13.  “...one nation, under God, with 
independence and justice for all.”  
________________________________

____  14.  It is good manners to sit down while 
citizens are saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

              ________________________________

____  15.  Students receive diplomas at 
graduation. 

              ________________________________

____  16. The country to the north of the United 
States is Mexico.

              ________________________________

____  17.  Rocky Mountain National Park is in 
Colorado.

             ________________________________

____   18. Thomas Paine’s book, “Common 
Sense,” helped Americans to declare 
their independence.                  
________________________________

____  19.  June 4, 1776 is the birthday of the 
United States.  
________________________________

____  20. The United States won their 
independence from France in 1783.

              ________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary
 
Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. continent  F.  prescription
 B. ammunition G. peak
 C. retreat H.  indivisible   
 D. impact I. gravity
 E. treaty J. punctual

____  21. The Tunguska asteroid _____________ 
destroyed 80 million trees. 

____  22. An army may stop fighting and 
______________________ from a 
stronger army.

____  23.  No one can separate something that is 
_______________________.  

____  24. Jeremy always arrived on 
time for work. He was very  
_________________________.

____  25. The American patriots needed 
___________________ for their guns. 

____  26. A _______________________ is an 
agreement between two countries.

____  27. A large body of land (such as North 
America) is a ___________________.

____  28. A ___________________________ 
is a written order from a doctor for 
medicine. 

____  29. The highest place on a mountain is the 
_______________________.

____  30. A force on Earth that attracts asteroids  
is __________________. 
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