
Dear Colleague:

Happy New Year! May all your 
resolutions be kept and bring great results.  
If you have any colleagues who would 
benefit from a free sample, email or write 
to us and give us their addresses. We’ll 
be glad to send them a recent issue with a 
teacher’s guide. I’ll thank you and they’ll 
thank you. Email to ESL@elizabethclaire.
com. You are always invited to tell us what 
you think of the month’s issue. We love to 
hear what works and doesn’t work in your 
classroom.  

Elizabeth Claire and Adelaide Coles

Inauguration 2017 (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell that there will be a ceremony in 
Washington, D.C. at 12 noon, on January 
20, and the significance of it: the peaceful 
transfer of power from one leader to the 
next. They will be able to explain the oath 
of office. They will be able to tell five 
events on Inauguration Day.

Ask students to watch for, and listen for, 
news of the preparations. All arrangements 
had not been finalized as we went to 
press. Watch the inauguration in your 
class on TV or live streamed if your class 
meets at noontime on January 20. Record 
the televised inaugural ceremonies, and 
part of the parade to replay in class after 
students have read the article. (It’s a good 
time to see many of the top officials of 
government, from the Supreme Court 
to Congress, the President and Vice 
President). Or, ask students to view the 
inauguration on a news website such as 
www.CNN.com. 

 Ask questions such as: Who is the 
leader in your home country? What kind 
of ceremony is/was there when he or she 
became the leader? Mention that there will 
be demonstrations on Inauguration Day. 
People are going to Washington to protest 
Donald Trump, and show their support for 
immigrants, women, and the environment. 
Re-explain, if necessary, that Trump won 
the popular vote in 30 states to Clinton’s 
win in 20 states, giving 306 electoral 
votes to Trump and 232 electoral votes to 
Clinton. He will be the next president. As 
of our going to press, Trump’s popularity 
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had increased from a low of 46% to 50%, 
based partly on his early efforts to save 
jobs. Also partly on his being quiet so far 
on many troublesome issues. 

A new kind of president? (page 11)

Ask students what they have heard in 
the news about Donald Trump’s actions 
so far. Read the article. In what ways 
might Donald Trump be different from 
other presidents? Talk about and read 
large numbers. Point out that in the 
U.S. a billion is a thousand million. 
(In some other countries, a billion is 
a million billion.) Write the figure for 
U.S. billion on the board: (one followed 
by nine zeroes.) Have students imagine 
experiencing three billion dollars: If you 
sat down to count to three billion it would 
take you almost 95 years. 

Big cities and crime (pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
dangers of crime in big cities, and will 
be able to give twenty tips to avoid being 
victims of purse snatchers, pickpockets, 
burglars, and muggers. Presentation: Ask 
questions such as: What do you like about 
big cities? What opportunities are there for 
work? For entertainment? For education? 
What kinds of dangers are there in your 
city? (Or some nearby city, if they live in 
the suburbs or rural area.) Teach the words 
crime, victim. Ask: Do you know anyone 
who has been a victim of a crime? Teach 
relevant words pickpocket, purse snatcher, 
mugger, burglar. Read the article out loud, 
defining words as you go. Ask questions 
such as: Why do you think criminals might 
pick on immigrants or visitors to a city? 
What advice can you give friends who are 
coming to this city? 

Demonstrate potential victim behavior: 
having an open handbag, carrying a 
back pack, looking around like a tourist 
at building tops, etc. Demonstrate the 
protective behavior of walking tall, looking 
confident, holding handbag close to the 
body. 

Discuss the feelings students might 
have when a panhandler asks for 
money. Is it wrong to give money to a 
panhandler? (Some cities have laws 
against panhandling.) Are there beggars or 
panhandlers in your home country? Point 

out that there are government programs 
to help homeless people, and charities 
who volunteer their help. However, 
some panhandlers are mentally ill, or 
are addicted to drugs or alcohol. “There 
but for the grace of God, go I.” It’s an 
individual decision to give or not.

Events in January  (pages 2 & 3)

New Year’s Day  Ask, What did you do 
on New Year’s Eve? On New Year’s Day?  
What do people do in your home country 
on these days? Talk about resolutions and 
setting goals. Have students brainstorm a 
list of goals they have for the year 2017. 
Help students see that it’s important to 
have a way to measure their goals. They 
can judge how they are doing in reaching 
their goal: Examples: I will pass a 
(certain) test by June 30. Or, I will make 
two new American friends; I will talk to 
three Americans each week. 

 It’s also important to have a vision of 
what is possible out of reaching the goal. 
Have students share with the class their 
goals and visions for the future. (And put 
it in writing for you and for themselves.) 

Calendar The calendar offers good food 
for thought. Ask students questions such 
as: What are the days of the week in your 
language? Do the names have meanings? 
What calendars are used in your home 
country? When is New Year’s Day on that 
calendar? How many days are in the year 
in that calendar? Is it a lunar calendar or 
a solar calendar? Which day is the first 
day of the week? The day of rest?  

On the board, make a chart to compare 
the names of the days of the week among 
the languages in your class. Have students 
notice the similarities and differences in 
between languages. Some Asian languages 
use a number to name the day of the week 
or the month: first day, second day; first 
month, second month, etc. 

Orthodox Christmas  Have an Orthodox 
Christian in your class (or a visitor) come 
to your classroom to tell about the holiday.

Martin Luther King, Junior Day  Ask 
students what they already know about 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Play a DVD of the 
March on Washington in 1963, or have 
students watch it on YouTube.com (search 
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 ANSWERS

 1. a

 2. c

 3. b

 4. d

 5. a

 6. a

 7. d

 8. c

 9. a

10. b

11. F (New Year’s  
        Day)

12. T

13. F  (Martin           
  Luther King, Jr.)

14. F (non-violent)

15.  F (Rooster)

“I have a dream”). Ask questions such 
as: What are civil rights? (Equal rights 
in employment, education, housing, 
voting, marriage.) Which groups have 
won rights? (Black people, 18-year-
olds, women, same-sex couples) Which 
groups have not? (illegal immigrants, 
felons, transgender people, unborn 
children, animals.) What would you like 
to improve or change about your civil 
rights?

 Lunar New Year (also called 
Chinese New Year)  Objectives: 
Students will be able to describe some 
customs of the Lunar New Year. Point 
out that it is celebrated in Mainland 
China, Hong Kong,Taiwan, Korea, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
the Philippines. Preparation: Read 
information about Lunar New Year 
on Wikipedia, and about the Chinese 
Zodiac and its superstitions and customs 
for the New Year at http://www.
chinahighlights.com/travelguide  

National Religious Freedom Day: 
Many people came to America for 
religious freedom. Ask questions such 
as Why do you think this is an important 
freedom? Are people free to have 
any religion in your home country? 
Recently, some groups want religious 
symbols to be removed from schools, 
football stadiums, and court houses. 
Discuss questions such as: Does a 
Christmas tree in front of the city hall 
mean the government is establishing 
a religion? Should people say “Happy 
Holidays” to others instead of “Merry 
Christmas?” Should photos for drivers 
licenses require a Muslim woman to take 
off her face veil? 

This Is Your Page (page 4)

Read the stories and relate them to 
your students’ own experiences. Ask 
questions such as How important is age 
to a person? Why don’t some women 
want to tell their age? Point out that 
there is a fine for non-handicapped 
people who park in a handicap spot. 
(You have to get a special permit.) 
Review the words for the various 
punctuation marks and when to use 
them. 

Your Health: Can sugar shorten 
your life? (page 5)

Objectives: To raise awareness of the 
dangers of a sugar addiction. Students 
will be able to give five results of too 
much sugar, be able to list foods that 
often have added sugar, and the names 

for sugars that a food packager might 
add to food. They will be able to tell one 
danger of artificial sweeteners, and be 
able to name a safe, natural sweetener. 
Presentation: Bring in packages or labels 
from food products. Compare labels from a 
variety of soft drinks, juices, candies, and 
other foods. Point out that the amount of 
sugar per serving is given in the nutritional 
label on a food package and that four 
grams of sugar equals one teaspoon. 

Ask a Speech Coach: b / v (page 5)

Hispanics and others have difficulty 
distinguishing the English sounds /b/ and 
/v/. It will help students if they can watch 
their teeth and lips in a small pocket mirror 
as they attempt these sounds. After reading 
and practicing with the exercises in the 
article, have students write sentences to 
expand the practice of these sounds.  

Slavery in America (page 6 and 7)

With frequent news about black white 
tensions, we decided our readers needed 
some historical background. This is the 
first in a series of articles. February: the 
Civil war; March: Reconstruction and Jim 
Crow; April: Civil Rights Movement; May: 
Race relations and tensions today.

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
why African slaves were brought to the 
Americas, what kinds of work they did, 
and three groups who profited from the 
slave trade. They will be able to tell some 
of the conditions of slaves, some rules in 
the slave codes, and note that slavery and 
slave traders existed in north as well as 
south, and that even free blacks might have 
slaves. They will be able to tell two ways 
that slaves rebelled against slavery, and 
explain why rebellions did not succeed. 
They will explain the Underground 
Railroad and tell why Harriet Tubman was 
called Moses. 

Students will be able to tell what 
abolitionists wanted, and seven ways they 
tried to end slavery. Students will question: 
Why did people think it was OK to force 
other people to create wealth for them? 

Preparation: Become as informed as 
possible before reading the article with 
your class. The article is bare bones, just 
enough to get started. Be able to enhance 
the lesson and answer students’ questions. 
Ask the school media consultant about 
videos on slavery. Presentation: Find 
out what students already know about 
black and white relations in the United 
States. Let them know they are going to 
be learning the background of today’s 
black and white relations, which are very 
complex. Show a video, if you can from 

History channel. Watch the first episode of 
Roots in class, and discuss. Then read the 
article which gives some bare bones facts of 
slavery in America, and vocabulary to talk 
about it. 

The article is very confronting and videos 
can be very upsetting. People behaved in 
horrid, selfish ways. It wasn’t just southern 
whites who grew rich from owning slaves. 
White New England slave traders made 
fortunes; black African kings became 
powerful and wealthy by enslaving and 
selling their neighbors. People justified their 
owning slaves in many ways... “Africans 
and Indians weren’t “real humans, but an 
inferior sort.”... “The Bible mentions slavery 
so God must have approved of slavery,” and 
so forth. Slavery exists today: Boko Haram 
kidnaps people to make them slaves; ISIS 
takes slaves; slaves work on fishing boats in 
Thailand; also in small factories in big cities; 
women and girls are kidnapped and put into 
the sex slave trade.

The words in the Declaration of 
Independence inspired many northerners 
to set their slaves free. Nevertheless, the 
Constitution of the new nation did not outlaw 
slavery. Point out that the invention of the 
cotton gin, (a machine that could pick the 
seeds out of cotton quickly) made cotton 
extremely important, created a great demand 
for cotton, and revived the need for slaves in 
the South. 

Ask, what do you think will happen when 
one part of a country wants slavery to end, 
and the other part wants it to continue? Next 
month: The Civil War and freeing the slaves.

16. T

17. T

18. F (pickpocket)

19. F (police)

20. T

21. E (plantation)

22. C (checkpoint)

23. I (harsh)

24. D (vision)

25. F (crowd)

26. A (alert)

27. B (burglar)

28. J (receptionist)

29. H (escape)

30. G (trader) 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date  _____________

____  1. Donald Trump will be inaugurated for 
his first term as the 

   a) President of the U.S.    
b) Vice President of the U.S.   
c) President-elect.

  d) Governor of Indiana.

____  2. The Inauguration will take place

  a) at the White House.
    b) in the Supreme Court.
  c) in front of the Capitol building.
  d) on Pennsylvania Avenue.

____  3. At 12 noon, on January 20, 
_______________ will swear in the 
president of the United States.

  a) the Vice President
    b) the Chief Justice of the Supreme   

 Court
  c) Barack Obama
  d) the President’s supporters

____  4. Donald Trump will repeat the
  
  a) Constitution.
  b) Declaration of Independence.  

c) Oath of Citizenship.
  d) Oath of Office. 

____  5. ________________ will take the oath as 
Vice President. 

  a) Mike Pence
    b) John Roberts, Jr.
  c) Frederick Douglass
  d) Martin Luther King, Jr.

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

January 2017 Quiz I

____  6. The first British colony in North America 
was 

  a) Jamestown.
  b) New England.
  c) Philadelphia.
  d) Africa.

____  7. The difference between an indentured 
servant and a slave was that

  a) slaves could go free after seven years.
  b) masters paid the indentured servants  

    well.
  c) indentured servants’ children would  

    become slaves. 
  d) slaves would be slaves for the rest of  

    their lives.

____  8. The first black person to die in the 
American rebellion against Britain was

  a) Frederick Douglass.
  b) Harriet Tubman.
  c) Crispus Attucks.
  d) Nat Turner.

____  9. Abolitionists were people who wanted to

  a)  end slavery immediately.
  b)  own more slaves.
  c)  write the Constitution of the United 
       States.
  d) write the slave codes. 

____  10. The Underground Railroad

  a) helped return slaves to their masters.
  b) helped slaves run away to Canada.
  c) brought slaves from the North to the  

    South.
  d) was a long tunnel underground. 
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Name __________________________________________ Class ___________ Date  _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____ 11.  Many Americans make 
resolutions on Inauguration Day.   
_______________________________

____ 12. Some English days of the 
week are named for Norse Gods.  
_______________________________

____ 13. Barack Obama organized a huge 
march on Washington, D.C. in 1963.               
_______________________________

____ 14. Martin Luther King, Jr. taught violent 
ways to change the laws.

  _______________________________

____ 15. The Lunar New Year 4715 
will be the Year of the Monkey. 
_______________________________

____ 16. Orthodox Christians celebrate 
Christmas on January 7.  
_______________________________

____ 17. The crime rate in the U.S. has gone 
down in the past ten years.

  _______________________________

____ 18. A person who quietly steals a wallet 
from a person’s pocket is a mugger.  
_______________________________

____ 19. If you are a victim of a crime, 
call 911 and tell the panhandlers. 
_______________________________

____ 20. Stevia is a natural sweetener.
   _______________________________
                   

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. alert F. crowd
 B.  burglar  G.   trader 
 C. checkpoint H. escape
 D. vision I.  harsh
 E. plantation J. receptionist

____  21. A large farm on which many slaves 
worked was a ___________________.

____ 22. A place where police or officials 
ask people to show their IDs and 
the contents of their packages is a 
___________________. 

____  23. In the South, slave owners followed 
_____________ rules in a slave code. 

____  24.  A speaker may try to inspire people 
with a ____________ of a better future. 

____  25. A large group of people is a 
________________________. 

____  26. Stay ______________ when you are 
walking down a dark street at night. 

____  27. A person who steals from a home or car 
is a ________________________. 

____  28. A __________________________ 
greets people who come to an office, or 
answers the phone. 

____  29. Slaves often tried to ________________ 
from their masters. 

____  30. A person who buys and sells products is 
a ________________________.                                                                           
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