
Dear Colleague:

There’s lots of political news, so why 
isn’t it in Easy English NEWS this month? 
First, we don’t know the facts yet, and 
things are changing too fast for a monthly 
publication to dare to say anything is fixed 
in place. Second, it’s Earth Month, and 
some things going on with the earth may 
not make the news each evening, but are 
more important in the grander scheme of 
things than politics. We think it’s important 
to remind people of the part we all play 
in preserving our environment and species 
that are endangered. 

     Elizabeth Claire and Adelaide Coles

Going, going, gone?  
(pages 1 and 9)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
eight ways that humans may be responsible 
for rapid extinctions and tell ten species 
that are now endangered. They will be 
able to tell five ways people can help 
endangered species, and give one way 
they personally can help. Preparation: 
Visit some websites about endangered 
animals to learn about species that are now 
endangered. Procedures: Have students 
guess answers to questions such as: How 
old do you think the earth is? How many 
different kinds of plants and animals do 
you think live on the earth today? How 
many do you think have ever lived on the 
earth?

Have small groups of students take 
twenty minutes to work together to create 
lists of the plants and animals they know 
the names of (or can find in their bilingual 
dictionaries) that are alive today. Each 
group can take a different class of species: 
mammals, reptiles, insects, water creatures, 
plants, etc. Have the class add up the 
numbers they have. Ask question such as, 
Where are the dinosaurs today? Explain 
the word extinct. Then read the article. 
Advanced students can research what 
is being done to save various animals: 
elephants, giraffes, gorillas, sharks, etc. If 
appropriate, ask questions such as: Do you 
think humans can become extinct? What 
could make that happen? What might the 
earth be like with no humans?

Renting an apartment (pages 1, 10, 
and 11) 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell four ways to find an apartment and 
tell how much money the average person 
spends on rent. They will be able to tell 
what a lease is, five questions to ask a 
landlord before signing a lease, and eight 
typical rules that a lease has. They will be 
able to explain the purpose of a security 
deposit. They will be able to explain why 
a tenant might be evicted and name an 
organization that protects tenants’ rights. 

Procedures: Read the article out loud 
with students, stopping to clarify meaning 
as needed. Explain that a lease is a legal 
document and that the tenant and landlord 
must follow the rules in the lease. Project: 
Have students imagine they need to move. 
Have them make lists of their wants and 
needs for an apartment. Where would you 
like to live? What places would you want 
to be close to? Would you live with a 
roommate? How much would you be able 
to pay for rent? Have students search a 
real-estate website for apartments in your 
city. Or, make copies of the classified ads 
in your local newspaper.

Events in April  (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar  Elicit from your students 
the special days people celebrate in their 
countries in April. Ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in April. 
What school events will take place in 
April? Have students write these directly 
on the calendar. Did March go out like a 
lamb? Discuss the weather at the end of 
March with students, reminding them of 
the saying: March comes in like a lion and 
goes out like a lamb. (Of course, this will 
depend on where you live.)

April Fools’ Day  Plan a gentle trick 
to play on your class on April Fools’ 
Day. (Hang pictures upside down; have 
the calendar turned to June; announce a 
surprise test; put the wastebasket on your 
desk; wear non-matching earrings and non-
matching shoes; reverse things that can 
be reversed, etc.; bring in a practical joke 
prop such as a sponge that looks like a 
heavy rock, a squirting ring, etc.) Read the 
article, point out that the lies or tricks are 
supposed to be fun for both people, and are 
not cruel, sad, embarrassing, or dangerous. 

International Day of Sport  Invite 
your school’s physical education teacher 
or a coach to talk to your class about the 
benefits of being active. Find out what 
sports and activities are offered in your 
school and community. Ask students what 
sports or activities they would like to try.

Passover  Bring in some matzahs and 
kosher macaroons to taste. Have any 
Jewish student tell the story of Passover 
and their family’s celebration of it. Preface 
the story with “The Scriptures say that...:

Easter  Have any Christian students in 
your class (or invite one in) to tell the 
story of Jesus’ crucifixion, if appropriate, 
being sure again, to preface statements 
with “Christians believe” or “The story 
in the Bible says....” Tell of the “Golden 
Rule” ascribed to Jesus’ teachings that 
seems universal in all religions: Do to 
others the things you would want others 
to do to you. Or, treat others the way you 
want to be treated. Have students tell the 
version of it in their own language. 

Provide instructions so students can 
color eggs at home. Be sure that students 
understand that they need white eggs, 
and have to gently hard boil the eggs 
(14 minutes) first. Medium eggs are best 
and cheaper. Keep colored eggs in the 
refrigerator until eaten. For additional 
resources for Easter and Passover, check: 
www.theholidayspot.com

Income-tax deadline  Objectives: 
Students will be able to explain that 
workers must send in an income tax return 
if they worked in 2016. (Remind working 
students that they should keep a copy of 
their tax return for at least three years; 
seven years if they are in business. They 
will need a copy of their tax return when 
they or their children apply for loans, 
scholarships, or grants.)

English Language Day  Have students 
tell their “English language story”. When 
did you start learning English? Who was 
your first teacher? What things were 
difficult for you when you first started 
learning English? What do you find 
difficult now? What do you find easy now? 
What advice can you give a person who is 
just starting to learn English?
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Administrative Professionals’ Day  
Invite a school secretary to come to your 
class to explain his or her job. Have 
students prepare a list of questions they 
might ask the visitor. What education 
and training do you need to do your job? 
What do you like about your job? What’s 
difficult about the job? Point out that most 
schools, businesses, etc. do not depend on 
one person, but on a team of many people. 
Have students learn the names of the office 
workers and custodians in school and have 
each student choose one of them to write 
a thank-you letter to. Have this be a day 
of appreciation as well as a day of career 
education. 

Earth Day/Month  Objectives: Students 
will learn about events in your area that 
they may participate in for Earth Day. 
Preparation: Get a list of local Earth 
Day activities and ideas. Procedures: 
Brainstorm simple things students can 
do as a class for Earth Day. Think about 
bringing your class outdoors if weather 
permits to check out the trees and signs of 
spring, and look for any clean-up jobs that 
need doing around the building or grounds. 
Have students look for ways that the 
people in their neighborhood/community 
are taking care of the environment, and 
think about what more could be done. 
Examples: Trees have been planted along 
the street; the city has trucks to pick up 
garbage and things to recycle; there are 
trucks that clean the streets and people 
who clean up sidewalks; people are 
often kind to each other. Have students 
also make lists of things that make the 
environment less clean, safe, or pleasant. 
Examples: litter, graffiti, smoke, loud 
mufflers on cars, overly loud music, people 
being impatient, rude, or violent with each 
other, etc.

This Is Your Page (page 4)

Ask students to tell of their own 
experiences similar to the writers’ stories. 

Madam and the Rent Man: 
Langston Hughes (page 5) 

Objectives: Students will be able to read 
a poem with feeling, understand the dialect 
in it, and observe several poetic devices. 
They will notice that a poem can tell a 
story in just a few words. Have students 
read the poem. Ask questions such as: 
What is the relationship between the rent 
man and the tenant? What picture of the 
woman’s apartment does the poet create in 
just a few words? What do you think will 
happen next? Have students find the pairs 
of rhyming words, and count the syllables 
and stresses in each line to see how rhythm 
and meter work. 

Your Health: Eat well, live longer 
(page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what life-span nutrition is, and give twelve 
tips for a long, healthy life. They will be 
able to tell what an allergic reaction is, 
how to stay well hydrated, and several 
good snack choices. Project: For one 
week, have students keep a journal of the 
things they eat and drink. Have them write 
how they feel before and after they eat. 
Have them rate their energy on a scale of 
one to five. Have them write down any 
other feelings they may have. Anxious? 
Cravings? Forgetful? Annoyed? Bored? At 
the end of the week, have students read 
through their journals. Ask: Which foods 
seem to affect your energy levels?

America the Beautiful: New York 
City (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate New York City on a U.S. map; tell  
seven facts about New York City; and tell 
eight places in New York that a tourist 
might want to see. Procedures: Read the 
article and talk about the pictures. Ask 
questions such as What places in New York 
City would you like to visit? Are there 
similar places in your home country? If 
you live in New York, plan a trip to one 
of the special places. Ask questions such 
as: Why do you think New York got the 
nickname “the Big Apple”? Does your city 
have a nickname? Make up a nickname 
for your city to attract tourists. Use the 
Internet to learn about more places to 
visit in NYC: Museum of Natural History, 
Central Park Zoo, The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Bronx Zoo, Little 
Italy, Fifth Avenue, Forty-Second Street, 
Broadway, Greenwich Village, China Town, 
Coney Island and more.

Heroes and History 
The Great Migration (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell reasons that black people moved 
north, and the conditions and hardships 
they faced there. Procedures: Ask 
questions such as What made your family 
decide to come to the United States? 
What was difficult about the decision? 
What conditions in your home country 
made you want to leave? Did your life 
improve after being here? What problems 
you had after you got here? Did you, or 
do you experience prejudice here?  

Use a wall map to locate the 
southern states. Review what students 
remember from previous months: the 
conditions of slavery, the Civil War, and 
Reconstruction. Explain that the term 

for different races has changed over the 
past years. The word Negro is Spanish 
and Portuguese for black, and the people 
from Africa were first called Negroes. 
After the Civil War, the proper term was 
colored people. Then it became black, 
then African American, and now it is 
people of color. Read the article and 
point out the differences between the 
black experience and other immigrants’ 
experience. This article explores 
(without naming it) the elements of white 
privilege, which is a current buzz word. 
Many immigrants entered the middle 
class by home ownership. As homes 
increased in value, it created wealth 
for the owners. Loans for businesses 
increased wealth. Education in good 
schools increased opportunities. People 
who could not buy homes, and who did 
not get a good education, and were in 
neighborhoods with crime and drugs, 
had great barriers to entering the middle 
class. The poem on Page 5 by Langston 
Hughes illustrates a clash between 
landowners and renters. 

Funny stuff (page 8)

This is an example of a typical American 
“sick joke.” We make fun of things that 
upset us or make us anxious. The idea 
of death is high among them. Avoid 
discussing this joke if you sense that it can 
be painful to some. Ask if this kind of joke 
exists in their language and if so, have 
students tell their jokes. 

ANSWERS
1. c
2. d
3. a
4. b
5. c
6. a
7. b
8. c
9. c
10. a
11. F (April)
12. F (first)
13. F  
     (income  
     taxes)
14. T
15. T

16. F (Bunny)
17. T
18. F (New York  
     City)
19. F (One World  
     Trade Center)
20. T
21. E (cracked)
22. J (relaxed)
23. F (attic)
24. C (environment)
25. H (stress)
26. D (migrant)
27. A (massive)
28. B (tenant)
29. G (snack)
30. I (cheat)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. Which of these animals are extinct?

   a)  human beings
  b)  elephants
  c)  dinosaurs
  d)  sharks 

____  2. Scientists say that the earth is 

   a)  480,000 years old.
  b)  4,800,000 years old.
  c)  48,000,000 years old.
  d)  4,800,000,000 years old.

____  3. CO2 in the air causes acid rain which
  
   a)  changes the ocean’s chemistry.
  b)  turns rivers yellow.
  c)  helps fish survive.
  d)  is good for farmers.
 
____  4. Invasive species might endanger native 

animals when

  a)  the native animals eat the invading  
     animals.

  b)  the invading animals eat the same  
     food that native animals eat.

  c)  the native animals have a disease   
 that kills the invasive species. 

  d)  both species get along well.

____  5.  One way to protect endangered animals 
is to

  a)  cut down trees.
  b)  use animal furs for beautiful coats.
  c)  restore habitats.
  d)  keep them for pets. 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. The purpose of Jim Crow laws was to

  a) keep the races separate.
  b) help black people get an education. 

c) force black people to migrate. 
  d) end the practice of sharecropping.

____  7. Immigration from Europe stopped because 
of  

  a) the black migration to the North.
  b) World War I.
  c) the boll weevil.
  d)  the Ku Klux Klan.

____  8. It was hard for black people to escape 
poverty because

  a)  they paid less rent than white   
 people. 

  b)  they could not register to vote.
  c)   banks would not lend them money to  

 buy homes or start businesses.
  d)  unions helped them get good jobs.

____  9. Chicago’s first black councilman was

  a) Jim Crow.
  b) Langston Hughes.
  c) Oscar DePriest.
  d) Jackie Robinson.

____  10. Duke Wellington, Paul Robeson, 
Langston Hughes and Richard Wright 
were part of 

  
  a) the Negro Renaissance.
  b) the Urban League.
  c) the House of Representatives.
  d) the NAACP.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. Earth Day is in the month of June. 
_________________________________

____  12. People play tricks and fool others on 
April second.  
_________________________________

____  13. This year, April 18 is the deadline for 
paying your rent.                 
_________________________________

____  14. Lent, Palm Sunday, and Good Friday are 
part of the celebration of Easter.

              _________________________________

____  15. Passover is a Jewish holiday. 
_________________________________

____  16. Many young children believe in the 
Easter Egg. 
_________________________________

____  17.  Coffee and soda are stimulants. 
_________________________________

____  18. Chicago is the largest city in the U.S. 
_________________________________

____  19.  The Empire State Building is the tallest 
building in the Western Hemisphere.

              _________________________________
  
____   20. The Brooklyn Bridge connects Brooklyn 

with Manhattan. 
_________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  massive   F.   attic 
B.  tenant   G.  snack
C.  environment  H.  stress
D.  migrant   I. cheat
E.   cracked   J.   relaxed

____  21. There is a _________________ window 
in our apartment. We’re waiting for the 
landlord to come fix it.

____  22. Everyone in the class 
________________________ after the 
big test. It was finally over.

____  23. We keep extra boxes in the 
__________________ above our house.

____  24. Earth Day is a good time to 
think about the air, water, and 
land around us. That’s our 
__________________________.

____  25. ______________________ is the 
body’s reaction to difficult times, hard 
work, or other problems.

____  26. A ____________________ moves from 
one place to another.

____  27. Seventy percent of the earth’s species 
were wiped out 65 million years ago in 
a _____________________ extinction.

____  28. A person who rents an apartment or 
house is a ______________________.

____  29. A small meal is a _________________.

____  30. Don’t ____________________ on 
the test. Do not copy someone else’s 
answers.
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