
Dear Colleague:

Welcome back to a new school year, a 
new set of students, and renewed energy. 
It’s hard for me to believe, but Easy 
English NEWS is now in its 21st year! We 
serve thousands of ESL classes across the 
country, and look forward to serving many 
more. Tell your colleagues about us. We 
are happy to send out free samples — even 
class sets to try. 

Be sure to take advantage of all of the 
teacher aids on our website. You’ll find 
supplementary activities for this (and 
every) issue: Cloze exercises, a “which-
word-does-not-belong” quiz, six pages of 
short-answer tests, and a page of critical-
thinking and creative-thinking questions. If 
you didn’t get our 24-page booklet “How 
To Use Easy English NEWS in your ESL 
Classroom,” download it for free as well at 
Elizabethclaire.com.

Elizabeth Claire

What does the U.S. president do? 
(pages 1 and 10)

A presidential election year is a great 
time to talk about what makes the 
nation tick, how elections work, and the 
underlying principles of a democratic 
government. It’s a challenge to make 
complex procedures comprehensible to 
newcomers who may have experienced 
quite different forms of government. 
The news is blaring about issues and 
candidates, so it’s useful for them to know 
how the U.S. government is intended to 
work. 

Objectives: Students will be able to 
list ten jobs or powers of the President of 
the United States. They will explore and 
compare the powers of leaders in their 
native countries. Procedures: Ask students 
questions such as: Who is the President of 
the United States now? Who is the leader 
of your home country? How did that 
person become the leader? How long can 
that person be a leader? How long can an 
American president be president? When 
will the U.S. have a new president? List 
the jobs and powers of the U.S. president 
on the board as you read about them. Have 
older students compare with the leader in 
their home country.

 Build the vocabulary your students need 
to understand the article. Use the photos 
on pages 1 and 10 to illustrate some of the 
jobs of a president. Have students look for, 
and bring in, photos of the president or 
the leader of their own country performing 
duties of the office. Post the pictures 
around the room with appropriate captions.

When an earthquake hits 
(pages 1 and 9) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
three areas of the world where earthquakes 
are frequent. They will practice responding 
quickly and safely in case of shaking 
ground. About a fourth of our readers are 
either from countries that have frequent 
earthquakes or now live in regions of 
the United States that have had or may 
have earthquakes. The procedures that 
might be recommended in Haiti or Turkey 
or Bangladesh are different from the 
recommendations given for protecting 
oneself in the types of buildings in the 
United States. “Run outside” is good 
advice if your roof is made of adobe, 
stone, or masonry. It’s not good advice in 
the United States. Drop, Cover, and Hold 
On are the recommended steps in the U.S. 
when the ground shakes. 

Procedures: Define the word earthquake 
and elicit students’ prior knowledge of 
earthquakes. Ask questions such as: Have 
you ever been in an earthquake? Have you 
seen an earthquake on television? Where? 
What happens in an earthquake? Then 
read the article, developing vocabulary 
as you go. Practice in your classroom to 
drop, get under a table or desk, and hold 
on. (Have them do it in slow motion to 
avoid collisions with each other.) If there 
aren’t sufficient desks and tables, mention 
the second alternative, getting near an 
interior wall, dropping there, and covering 
their heads. If you live in an area of the 
U.S. prone to earthquakes, stress ways to 
prepare in advance, and how to manage 
the dangers and difficulties after an 
earthquake. 

Events in September (pages 2 and 3)

Have students find the dates for each of 
the events in the month and write those 
in the calendar. Add any school events 
and personal events such as graduation, 
assemblies, birthdays, and anniversaries.  

Labor Day  Ask questions such as: Have 
you ever seen a Labor Day parade in the 
U.S.? Do you know anyone who belongs to 
a union? What is the purpose of a union? 
Is there a day to celebrate workers in your 
home country? (May 1 is International Labor 
Day). This could be a time to learn names 
of various common jobs and occupations. 
Why do you think that a lot of the hardest 
work was done by immigrants in the U.S.? 
(Physical work in construction didn’t 
need English; immigrants came with 
good construction skills; immigrants were 
willing to work hard because they had 
escaped worse conditions in their home 
country, for a few examples.) Elicit from 
students what rights workers have in their 
home countries: Are there unions in your 
home country? Is there a minimum wage 
in your home country? What is it? Is it 
high enough for people to pay for a place 
to live, food to eat, transportation, etc.? 
What happens when workers get sick? Do 
employers give workers paid sick leave? 
Do employers give mothers and fathers 
time off when they have a baby? How much 
time? Is it paid or unpaid? 

Back to School  After reading the 
article, have pairs of students research 
(and present to the class) information 
about your school. Suggestions: the school 
address; how many students attend (boys; 
girls; number of students in each grade); 
how many teachers, classrooms, and 
support personnel are there. It’s a good 
time to learn many facts and vocabulary 
items about your school: names of 
subjects, teachers, principal, departments, 
floors, offices, and requirements for 
graduation. For juniors and seniors, it’s 
a good time to have the school guidance 
counselor come in to give a talk about 
requirements for graduation; for applying 
to college; college costs; local community 
colleges; vocational schools; and so forth. 

Grandparents Day  Depending on the 
age of your students, ask questions such 
as: Where do your grandparents live? How 
old are they? What have you learned from 
them? What jobs did they have? Are you a 
grandparent? What have you learned from 
your children or grandchildren? 

Patriot Day  This day is a memorial 
to those who died in terrorist attacks on 
9/11/2001. It is a somber occasion, and 
newcomers to the U.S. might not know or 
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remember the horrors of that day. Explain 
the significance of the height of One World 
Trade Center (1776 was the year of the 
birth of the U.S.) Ask: What is the purpose 
of a moment of silence? (If your students 
are in class on September 11, hold that 
moment of silence with them at 8:46 a.m., 
Eastern Daylight Time.)

Eid al-Adha  Invite a Muslim student 
or guest to explain the customs of Eid al-
Adha to the class. This year, Eid al-Adha 
falls on September 11, the same date as 
Patriot Day. (The date may be different 
in other parts of the world. It depends on 
the sighting of the moon.) These two days 
are emotional for different reasons for 
different groups of people. It’s important 
for each group to respect the feelings 
and fears of the other groups. If there are 
sounds of prejudice or anger toward either 
group, have a lesson on how prejudice 
arises against a whole group from the acts 
of a small group, and how unfair that is.

Hispanic-American Heritage Month  
Explain that there are special months 
in the U.S. for celebrating the history 
and the culture of different minority 
groups. Minority group = a group of 
people whose numbers are less than half 
of the total number of people. If there 
are Latinos in your class, have them talk 
about heroes in their home country and 
their accomplishments. Have them bring 
in music, art, costumes, photos, etc. 
depicting their culture and history. Work 
with a hemisphere map or world map and 
have your students learn the locations and 
names of Latin countries of the Caribbean, 
and of Central and South America as well 
as Spain and Portugal. With a U.S. map, 
find place names of Hispanic origin in the 
Southwest and Florida. (Look for El, La, 
Los, Las, San, Santo and Santa as the first 
part of the name.)

Constitution Day  Objectives: Students 
will be able to tell the purposes of a 
constitution, some of the contents of the 
U.S. Constitution, how old it is, who 
wrote it, and four requirements to become 
president. Please download The U.S. 
Constitution in Simple English from my 
website Elizabethclaire.com for your 
intermediate and advanced high school and 
adult students. Let the civics and social 
studies teachers in your school know where 
to access my side-by-side, clause-by-clause 
translation of the Constitution into simple 
English for their own classes. 

First day of fall  If your area is 
susceptible to hurricanes, help students 
be prepared for any hurricanes that might 
occur. Download Hurricane Safety in 
Simple English from my website.

This Is Your Page (page 4)

As students read the stories, ask 
comprehension questions, then have students 
share their own similar stories. Do girls in 
your home country wear makeup to school? 
Do you have any talents? Tell about them. 
How do people wash their clothes in your 
home country? How far did you have to 
walk to school (work, grocery stores) in your 
home country? How far do you have to walk 
to school (work, grocery stores) here? Do 
you have a favorite recipe for a meal? Tell 
it to the class. When did you start learning 
English? How has your English improved 
since you came to the U.S.? Collect student 
stories for a class publication to share with 
the rest of the school or community. Send 
the best stories to Easy English NEWS. 
We publish five or six stories a month, and 
pay $15 upon publication. See the Writer’s 
Guidelines at our website. 
 
Ask Elizabeth: Tips for success 
at school (page 5) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
ten tips for doing well in school. They 
will be able to tell six things they might 
do if they have a problem taking a test. 
Procedures: After reading the article, ask 
questions such as: Do you have a bilingual 
dictionary? How do you keep a record of 
new words you are learning? What tips 
for success would you give a new ESL 
student? Help students find a buddy that 
they can find out homework assignments 
from. If your school uses an e-learning 
website to post assignments, due dates, 
grades, and other communications, make 
sure students know the web address and 
their log-in information. 

Help students understand the concept 
of plagiarism. Many cultures have very 
different viewpoints of copying and 
plagiarism. To many Chinese students, the 
word-for-word answer from the textbook 
is the “right” answer, and that students 
should not change those words. Give 
instruction to all students in how to rewrite 
sentences in their own words, and show 
how to appropriately cite sources.

Washington, D.C. (pages 6 and 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell three important government buildings 
and who works in them. They will be able 
to tell ten memorials and monuments in 
Washington, D.C. Procedures: Before 
reading the article, ask questions such 
as: What city is the capital of the United 
States? Where does President Obama live? 
Who makes the laws for the United States? 
Where does the House of Representatives 
meet? Where does the president work? 
What is the highest court in the country? 

Have you ever been to Washington, D.C.? 
Have you been to the capital of your home 
country? (What is it?) Have students look 
at each of the photographs on pages 6 and 
7 and tell what they see.

The 2016 Olympic Games (page 9)

Easy English NEWS went off to press 
before the Olympics were finished. In 
our June article, “Will Rio be ready?” we 
wrote about the difficulties in Brazil: Zika, 
pollution, safety concerns, incomplete 
venues, corruption, crime, and government 
instability. We were all holding our breath, 
worrying about a terrorist strike, as well. 
Bring newspaper and magazine articles to 
class to show what else happened during the 
Olympics. Follow your students’ interests. 
Ask questions such as: Did you watch the 
Olympics? What problems were there in Rio 
de Janeiro? Were there athletes from your 
home countries? In what sports? Which 
sports look the most difficult to you? How do 
you think athletes prepare for the Olympics?  
 
Who will be the next U.S. 
president? (page 11) 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell the 
Republican and Democratic candidates for 
president and vice president and give three 
facts about each candidate. Ask questions 
such as: Have you seen these candidates? 
Has there been a woman leader in your 
home country? Must a person be experienced 
in government to be president? Make sure 
students know the date of the first debate. 

ANSWERS
1. b
2. a
3. c
4. c
5. d
6. b
7. a
8. d
9. a
10. c
11. F (Labor 
Day)
12. T 
13. F (fall or 
autumn)
14. F (The  
  Constitution)
15. T

16. F (Washington,  
    D.C.)
17. F (swimming)
18. T
19. F (35)
20. T
21. D (debate)
22. G (running 
mate)
23. B (recipe)
24. H (platform) 
25. C (oval)
26. I (mild) 
27. A (brake)
28. F (funeral)
29. J (Constitution)
30. E (tsunami)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. One job of the President is to ______  
the national laws of the United States.

   a) judge
   b) enforce
  c) break
  d) appoint

____  2. The President is the commander-in-chief 
of 

  a) the U.S. Armed Forces.
    b) the Congress.
  c) the Supreme Court.
  d) the White House.

____  3. The President can _____ a bill if he does 
not want it to become a law. 

  a) sign
  b) approve
  c) veto
  d) pass

____  4. The President appoints the leaders of 
government departments, ambassadors 
to other countries, and 

  a) state governors.
  b) Senators.
  c) Justices of the Supreme Court.
  d) leaders of foreign countries.

____  5. The _____________ must approve of 
the treaties the President makes with 
foreign countries.

  a) Armed Forces
  b)  Supreme Court
  c) American voters
  d)  Senate

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. Drop, Cover, and Hold On can reduce 
injuries during

  a) hurricanes.
  b) earthquakes.
  c) tornados.
  d) floods.

____  7. If you are in bed when the ground starts 
shaking, 

  a) cover your head with a pillow.
  b) go back to sleep.
  c) get under a table or a desk.
  d)  leave the house quickly.

____  8. If you are at the shore during an 
earthquake, after the ground stops 
shaking,

  a) stay inside your car. 
  b) it’s safe to go swimming.
  c) it’s a good time to go fishing.
  d) get to higher ground quickly.

____  9.  Stores may be closed, and gas mains may 
break. Electricity may go off after an 
earthquake. It will be good to 

  a) have a battery-operated radio.
  b) have food that can be heated in a   

 microwave.
  c) light candles so you can see.
  d) watch TV to see where the  

 earthquake hit.

____  10. The “ring of fire” is around the 

  a) Arctic Ocean
  b) Atlantic Ocean
  c) Pacific Ocean
  d) Indian Ocean



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11. The first Monday in September is 
Constitution Day. 
_________________________________

____  12. Patriot Day is to remember the people 
who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001. 
_________________________________

____  13. The first day of summer is September 22.               
_________________________________

____  14. Congress tells the powers and duties of 
the U.S. president.

              _________________________________

____  15. Latinos celebrate their culture during 
Hispanic-American Heritage Month.    
_________________________________

____  16. The White House is in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
_________________________________

____  17. Michael Phelps has won many Olympic 
medals in gymnastics.  
_________________________________

____  18. Use quotation marks around any part 
of writing that you copy from someone 
else.  
_________________________________

____  19.  A president must be at least 45 years 
old. _____________________________

.  
____  20.  A president’s term is four years. 

_________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A. brake  F.  funeral  
B. recipe  G. running mate
C.  oval  H. platform
D.  debate  I.  mild
E.  tsunami  J.  Constitution

____  21. You can see the candidates answer 
questions on TV during a ___________.

____  22. The person running for vice president 
is the presidential candidate’s 
______________________.

____  23.  A list of instructions that tell how to 
cook something is a _______________.

____  24. A ____________________ is the list of 
promises that a political party makes to 
voters.

____  25. The president’s office is in the shape of 
an _____________.

____  26. The temperature in early fall is often 
____________. It’s not too hot, and it’s 
not too cold.

____  27. You step on the __________________ 
to stop a car.

____  28. People may go to a 
___________________ for a person 
who has died.

____  29. The basic set of rules for the 
U.S. government are in the 
______________________________.

____  30. A dangerous ocean wave after an 
earthquake is a ___________________.
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