
Dear Colleague:

It’s nearing time to order Easy English 
NEWS for the next school year. Good 
news: no price increase. The prices you 
see on our coupons on page 10, or in 
our catalogue or at the website will be 
unchanged.  

For many subscribers, the May edition 
is your last issue of the year. Please 
encourage your students to subscribe to 
Easy English NEWS on their own if they 
are leaving your classes, graduating, or 
going to another school. They might ask 
the local library to subscribe to it if it 
doesn’t have EEN available. 

June’s issue will have important 
presidential election information as well 
as Summer Olympics news. June will have 
the final jobs topic-- “Starting your own 
business” as well as important holidays: 
Flag Day, Father’s Day, and the Fourth 
of July. Heroes and History will feature 
Who is Uncle Sam? And other American 
symbols. Consider ordering the June 
issue as a summer gift to your class for 
independent reading. 

Feedback questionnaires are available at 
my website: Elizabethclaire.com if you 
haven’t already sent one to me. Students 
are welcome to give their opinions as well. 
Ask students if they think your school 
or you should subscribe to Easy English 
NEWS next year, why or why not? 

Remember: there are 16 pages of cloze 
exercises, short answer tests, and critical- 
thinking skills questions at my website. 
Print them out and use them. If you don’t 
need them, let students know they can 
use them to test themselves, with the 
newspaper as their source for answers. 

Elizabeth Claire

New Health Problem: the Zika Virus 
(Page 1 and 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
where the Zika virus is, how it is spread, 
the symptoms, the dangers for pregnant 
women, and the ways to prevent getting 
bitten by mosquitos. Preparation: Read 
the latest news at the CDC.gov about the 
current locations and alarms about Zika. 

Procedures: Find out what students 
already know about the Zika virus. Build 
vocabulary, and read the article. Determine 
if your state is one that has the type of 
mosquito that can carry Zika. If it is, spend 
a suitable amount of time to make sure 
students know what to do when outdoors. 
Discuss the crushing emotion that parents 
feel if their child is born with the terrible 
birth defect of microcephaly and a 
deformed brain. 

 Job Benefits (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to list 
several fringe benefits of a job and discuss 
why a low-paying job with good benefits 
can be worth more than a high-paying job 
with no benefits. Students will be able to 
tell the difference between an independent 
contractor and an employee, so they will 
be aware of their rights and obligations 
when hired. They will know to ask if the 
employer will deduct money from their 
paycheck to send to the government for 
their federal and state taxes and if the 
employer will pay the employer’s share of 
the Social Security tax. If the answer is no, 
students should realize that they are being 
treated as independent contractors. They 
must keep records, save pay stubs, and pay 
taxes and Social Security themselves. The 
amount of their pay is less than it would 
be if the employer treated the worker as 
an employee. They will also possibly not 
be covered by Workers’ Compensation if 
they are hurt at the job and might not get 
unemployment insurance payments if they 
lose the job. 

Procedures: This will depend on the 
age of the students and if they are or will 
soon be employed. Build vocabulary and 
talk about job benefits. For example you 
might tell the benefits you get or don’t get 
as a teacher or as a per-diem. Build the 
vocabulary and read each article. Add other 
benefits that are not included in the article 
but that might be part of the attraction of 
a job: Easy to get to, free parking place, 
cafeteria available, well-mannered students 
who want to learn, the chance to make a 
difference, and so forth.

Events in May (pages 2 and 3)

Have students tell about any holiday in 
May in their native countries.

Asian- and Pacific-Islander-Heritage 
Month. Discuss the illustrations: What 
do you see in the picture? Where do these 
traditional activities come from? If you 
have any Asian or Pacific Island students, 
have them prepare a talk or demonstration 
of an art or a traditional skill, such as 
calligraphy, kendo, flower arranging, yoga, 
and so forth. Other students will enjoy 
explanations of the meanings of Chinese 
characters and practice writing a few 
words (happiness, joy, good luck, etc.) in 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Thai, or other 
Asian script. 

May is Asian-American heritage 
months, and our focus this year is on 
Chinese people in America. Ask students 
to tell the reasons their families came 
to the United States. Ask about their 
experience with Americans: Do they feel 
any discrimination or prejudice because 
of their race or language or clothing? The 
experience of Chinese in America was an 
example of prejudice almost as bad as the 
treatment of African slaves. After the Civil 
War ended in 1865, African Americans 
could become citizens and vote. Chinese 
people could not become citizens. For 60 
years, they were excluded entirely from 
immigration, were victims of many violent 
crimes, and were not allowed to testify 
against a white person in court. See page 7.

Cinco de Mayo If there are students who 
celebrate this holiday, have them share 
about it. If they know the story of the 
defense of Puebla, have them tell it. 

Americans could not help the Mexicans 
against the French because they were in 
the middle of the Civil War. Americans 
worried that if France ruled Mexico, the 
French would help the South in its fight 
against the north in the U.S. Civil War. 
The victory at Puebla helped the U.S. 
Union win the Civil War. http://www.
vivacincodemayo.org/

Mother’s Day Have students talk about 
the person who did the mothering in their 
life (it can be a grandmother, aunt, step- 
mother, foster mother, or even a father who 
does/did the mothering.) Mention that it 
is a custom to wear a red rose for one’s 
mother, and a white rose if one’s mother is 
no longer living. Many people visit their 
mother’s grave on this day, if she is not 
living.
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Armed Forces Day. Talk about the 
various branches of the armed services. 
Ask questions such as: Have you or 
a family member been in the armed 
forces in your home countries? Was 
it voluntary or required? Was it men 
only, or men and women? Do you think 
women should also be required to 
register?

Talk about the sacrifice that people 
in the Armed Services make for this 
country. They join the Armed Forces 
to follow orders and protect the 
Constitution of the United States. Why 
would a person be willing to give his 
or her life for that ideal? Why is it 
important to remember the people who 
have made that sacrifice for the rest of 
us who enjoy democracy? Does anyone 
in the class have a family member in the 
Armed Forces? Invite a veteran (call the 
VFW) or National Guard representative 
to speak to the class about the work of 
the Armed Forces or the importance of 
Memorial Day. Answer any questions 
about registering for Selective Service. 
Stress that it is also patriotic to work 
for peace and oppose wars. Encourage 
students to watch any parade planned for 
your community. 

Memorial Day The theme here is 
that freedom is not free. Many men 
and women have sacrificed their lives 
to keep the U.S. free. Read the poem 
In Flanders’ Field by John McCrae, a 
Canadian medic in a field hospital in 
Belgium during World War I. The bodies 
were buried near the hospital, with red 
poppies quickly blooming between the 
rows of crosses that mark the graves. 
McCrae did not think his poem was very 
good, and he threw it away. A friend 
found it and saved it, and it became 
one of the most well-known memorial 
poems.

This is your page (page 4)

Have students relate the stories to 
their own experiences. Talk about their 
misunderstandings in English, their 
experiences with American food and 
restaurant menus, their goals. 

Your Health: Dr. Ali’s breakfast  
(page 5)

Dr. Ali’s articles are challenging, 
but give tips that can pay off in better 
health, energy, and ability to learn. 
Schools are difficult places to follow 
the advice to overhydrate if they limit 
the times a student can use the bathroom 
during the day. Bring in a bottle of Very 
Veggie (or V-8 if you can’t find the 
organic juice) and some 3 ounce cups to 

share the taste of vegetable juice. (Not to 
be confused with V-8’s fruit and vegetable 
juice, in which the fruit sugars are high 
and negate the benefits of the vegetable 
minerals.) Read the article and build the 
vocabulary, and discuss how the body will 
start to like something that is good for it 
even if at first it doesn’t like it. Explain 
that Dr. Ali’s column is for information, 
and they should not take it as medical 
advice to them. Each person is unique and 
should consult his or her own medical 
advisor when ill.

America the Beautiful:   
Joshua Tree National Park (page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell where Joshua Tree National Park 
is and some of the reasons that people 
go there. Procedures:  On a wall map, 
find California and then the location for 
Joshua Tree National Park. Have students 
describe what they see in the photographs. 
Ask questions such as What is a desert? 
Have you ever been to a desert? Are 
there deserts in your home country? Have 
students look at the photographs of things 
to see at Joshua Tree. After reading the 
article, ask students which things they 
would do if they visited Joshua Tree 
National Park. 

Heroes and History: The Chinese in 
America (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell when, how, and why the first large 
group of Chinese came to the U.S., and 
why employers wanted to hire them. 
They’ll be able to tell some reasons it 
was hard for Chinese to become part of 
American life. Students can list eight 
ways that Californians made life difficult 
for the Chinese. They will be able to 
explain the purpose and extent of the 
Chinese Exclusion Act, and when and why 
Congress finally repealed it. They’ll be 
able to tell some of the accomplishments 
of Lisa Ling, news anchor for TV 
networks, and host of various TV 
documentaries. 

Procedures: Talk about the difference 
between prejudice and discrimination (the 
first is a feeling, the second is actions 
against a group of people). Ask if students 
experience discrimination by others 
towards them. What do they do about it? 
Ask questions such as: Why do you think 
people are prejudiced against a group of 
people when they don’t know those people? 
How does that hurt others and hurt 
themselves? Is there more discrimination 
in the U.S. or in your home country? 
Point out laws that protect people from 
discrimination. Equal housing laws; equal 
opportunity laws; and integrated schools, 

housing, buses, and theaters. Read the article, 
pausing for comprehension. Discuss the 
questions in Let’s Talk About It.   

The race for delegates (page 9)

 Objectives: Students will be able to name 
the three Republican and two Democratic 
candidates, and the primary system of voting 
for delegates. They will be able to tell the 
number of delegates needed in each party to 
win the party’s nomination. They’ll be able to 
say where and when each major convention 
will take place. 

Procedures: Ask questions to review what 
students know about the primary elections 
and the candidates. Ask if they have seen 
the candidates on the news: Hillary Clinton, 
Bernie Sanders, Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, 
John Kasich. Review the concept of political 
party, delegate, and convention. Point out that 
some ways of choosing a party’s nominee 
aren’t democratic (A political party’s purpose 
is to choose candidates who can win in 
November). If your state has not voted yet, 
explain the primary voting process. If your 
state has voted, tell how many delegates each 
candidate has won to go to the conventions. 

Have students take turns reading the article 
and explain the difficult words as you come 
to them. Give an assignment to watch the 
evening news or read about the delegate race 
in their home language or in English. 

ANSWERS

1. b

2. c

3. a

4. d

5. b

6. c

7. b

8. a

9. a

10. b

11. F (May)

12. T

13. F (Chinese) 

14. T

15. F (Mexican)

16. F (Memorial 
Day)

17. F (males)

18. T

19. F (California)

20. F  (Donald   
          Trump)

21. C  (yoga)

22. H (platform)

23. A (poppy)

24. J (prejudice)

25. I (minorities)

26. F (riot)

27. D (repellent)

28. B (braid)

29. E 
(transcontinental)

30. G (rash)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

____  1. In what country did 1.5 million people 
get the Zika virus in 2015?

 
  a)   the United States
  b)   Brazil
  c)   Canada
  d)   China

____  2. The Zika virus is spread by
 
  a)   sneezing.
  b)   shaking hands.
  c)   mosquitos.
  d)   ticks.

____  3. Some pregnant women who got Zika had 
babies with

  a)   small heads.
  b)   small feet.
  c)   big hands.
  d)   big heads.

____  4. Mosquitos need ___________ to hatch 
their eggs.

  a)    cold weather
  b)   pesticides
  c)   mosquito repellents
  d)   standing water

____  5. The World Health Organization has 
declared Zika virus to be

  a)  a good thing for pregnant women.
  b)  an international health emergency.
  c)  epidemic in the United States.
  d)  easy to understand. 

____  6.  Some employers give fringe benefits to 

  a) save money.
  b) lower their prices.
.  c) get good workers.   
  d) pay their taxes.

____  7. A benefits package may tell that the employer 
will pay for 

  a) its share of Social Security taxes.
  b)  ten holidays during the year.
  c)  the employees’ federal and state taxes. 
  d)  Workers’ Compensation Insurance.

____  8. A job with good benefits is _____ than a job 
without benefits that pays the same. 

  a)  worth more
  b)  worth less
  c)  worth the same
  d)  a lot harder

____  9. A worker is probably an independent 
contractor if he or she

  a)  does the same work for many   
 different employers.

  b)  works for only one employer.
  c)  does the work as the employer directs.
  d)  pays half of the Social Security tax.

____  10. An independent contractor

  a)  will save money and paper work. 
  b) must pay his or her own Social   

 Security tax, plus the employer’s   
 share.  

  c)  will get a benefits package.
  d) will get unemployment benefits if he  

 loses the job.
 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 

May 2016 Quiz I
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Name __________________________________________ Class ____________Date  _____________

II. Events in May

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  March is Asian/Pacific-
Islander Heritage month. 
___________________________

____  12. Karate is one of the ancient martial 
arts brought to the U.S. by Asians. 
_______________________________

____  13. Acupuncture is a healing art that 
Americans learned from Mexicans.  
_________________________

____  14. The first large group of Chinese 
came to find gold in California.  
__________________________

____  15. Cinco de Mayo celebrates the time when 
the American army defeated the army of 
French Emperor Napoleon III. 

                 ______________________________

____  16.  On Mother’s Day, Americans remember 
the soldiers who died in U.S. wars. 

                 ______________________________

____  17. All females between 18 and 25 must 
register with the Selective Services. 

                ______________________________

____  18.  The poem, In Flanders Fields is about 
the soldiers who died in World War I.
_______________________________

____  19. Joshua Tree National Park is in 
Virginia.  _______________________

____  20.  Three Republican candidates are Bernie 
Sanders, Ted Cruz, and John Kasich. 
_______________________________

 III. Building Vocabulary

 Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  poppy   F. riot
B.  braid   G. rash
C.  yoga    H. platform
D.  repellent  I.  minorities
E.   transcontinental J.  prejudice

____  21. A form of exercise and meditation from 
India is  ________________________ .

____  22. The set of values and promises 
that a political party will make 
during an election year is their 
____________________________.

____  23. A _______________________ is a 
bright red flower.

____  24. A feeling against all people of a 
race, religion, or nationality is 
__________________________.

____  25. In the United States, Hispanics, 
Asians, Blacks, and Muslims are called 
___________________________.

____  26. A group of angry people protesting and 
fighting is a __________________. 
 

____  27. A chemical that can keep mosquitos 
away from a person’s skin is a 
_____________________________.

____  28. A hair style in which long hair 
is woven into a “pig tail” is a 
______________________________.

____  29. A _____________________ flight goes 
from the East Coast to the West Coast.  

____  30. A skin problem might be a _________.
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