
Dear Colleague,

Happy New Year! January is often a 
time that new students arrive. One of the 
advantages of Easy English NEWS is that 
it is new each month and new students 
don’t have a sense of “starting in the 
middle.” They can jump right in and feel 
part of the classroom environment right 
away.

Adelaide Coles, Associate Editor

Are We Safe? (pages 1 and 7)

Our December edition had already gone 
off to press by the time the horrific attacks 
in Paris occurred on November 13, 2015. 
Since then, there have been several other 
attacks around the world, including one in 
San Bernardino, California. At January’s 
press time, information was still emerging 
about the San Bernardino shooters, 
but it seemed evident that they were 
“radicalized” supporters of ISIS/ISIL. Use 
your judgment about reading these articles 
with younger students.

 This topic may bring out strong 
emotions and possible prejudice against 
Muslims. Students may have seen reactions 
from politicians and other people on the 
news about the Islamic State, Muslims, 
refugees, and other topics. Since these 
attacks, there have been incidents of 
backlash against Muslim communities. 
Remind students that ISIS extremists 
represent a very small percentage of the 
approximately 1.6 billion Muslims in 
the world. Most Muslims have fiercely 
condemned the actions of ISIS. 

We have divided the discussion into two 
separate articles, Are We Safe? and What 
is the Islamic State? The first article, Are 
We Safe?, focuses on the questions the 
U.S. and the rest of the world are facing 
about what to do to stop ISIS. What is 
the Islamic State? gives some general 
information about the terrorist organization 
and their goals. It does not go into 
gruesome details about the terrorist group, 
but is still anxiety-provoking. 

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
what happened on December 2, 2015. They 
will be able to tell that the UN Security 
Council met and three things the members 

urged. Students will be able to tell six 
things President Obama said the U.S. must 
do and four laws that President Obama 
asked Congress to make.

Procedures: Read and watch the news 
to find out what the current information 
is, any laws that have been passed since 
December 10, and any further steps taken 
by the U.S. and other countries to fight 
ISIS. (Members of the United Nations 
were to meet in New York on December 17 
and 18 to discuss ISIS’s finances and the 
Syrian civil war.) Without causing undue 
fear, encourage students to be alert to their 
surroundings — “If you see something, say 
something.” (For more information, visit: 
http://www.dhs.gov/see-something-say-
something/about-campaign.)

The Job Interview  
(pages 1, 10, and 11)

Objectives: Students will be able to tell 
the employer’s goal and the applicant’s 
goal in an interview. Students will be 
able to give eight suggestions to someone 
applying for a job. They will be able to 
give answers to the typical questions 
employers ask.

Procedures: Ask anyone who has 
been on a job interview to tell about it. 
Ask what a person might wear to a job 
interview for a job as a salesperson, waiter, 
truck driver, teacher, computer technician, 
etc. Explain letters of reference. Point 
out that getting references for a job is 
important, especially from teachers, 
pastors, business owners, and other 
community leaders. These people will be 
able to give good references to those they 
know are honest and hard-working. A great 
reference can make the difference between 
being hired or not.

Have students think about and 
write down their skills, strengths, and 
weaknesses. In some cultures, students 
learn to be modest, denying their 
intelligence and skills. Have students 
understand that it is the opposite here; job 
applicants have to “sell themselves.” Have 
students work in pairs practicing questions 
and answers for a job interview.

Events in January (pages 2 and 3)

New Year’s Day  Ask what students did 

on New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day. 
What did they do in their home countries 
for the New Year? Talk about resolutions 
and setting goals. 

Have students brainstorm a list of goals 
they have for the year 2016. Help students 
see the importance of measuring their 
goals; rather than say “I will learn more 
English this year,” they can say “I will 
pass a (certain) test by June 30,” or “I will 
learn 500 new words by May 1.” This helps 
them see if they are on track to reach their 
goal. Teach students how to state their 
resolutions in an affirmative way; rather 
than say “Stop being mean to my little 
sister,” they might word it as “Be kind to 
my little sister.”

The Calendar  The calendar is always 
a good January topic, as there are many 
differences between cultures. Ask students 
questions such as: What other calendars 
are used in your home country? When is 
the New Year on that calendar? How many 
days are in the year in that calendar? Is it 
a lunar calendar? What important holidays 
are celebrated in your home country in 
January?

Orthodox Christmas  Students from 
Eastern Europe will likely be familiar 
with this holiday. Invite them to tell the 
class about any customs or traditions they 
have seen or know about. Alternately, 
have an Orthodox Christian come to your 
classroom to tell about the holiday. 

Betsy Ross’ Birthday  Although most 
historians today that Betsy Ross and the 
first American flag is a patriotic legend 
like George Washington and the cherry 
tree, we do know that she made many, 
many flags for the new country during 
her lifetime. Have students make paper 
replicas of the “Betsy Ross flag”. It has 
thirteen red and white stripes (red on the 
top and bottom), and thirteen stars in a 
circle. Students can learn Ross’ method 
of making a 5-pointed star with only “one 
snip” here: www.history.org/foundation/
journal/summer08/betsy.cfm

Martin Luther King, Junior Day  Ask 
students what they already know about 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Play a DVD of the 
March on Washington in 1963, or have 
students watch it on YouTube.com (search 
“I have a dream”). Ask questions such 
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as: What are civil rights? (Equal rights in 
employment, education, housing, voting, 
marriage.) Which groups have won rights? 
Which groups have not? (Black people, 
18-year-olds, women, immigrants, illegal 
immigrants, felons, same-sex couples, 
transgender people, children, unborn 
children, animals.) Have students tell 
about the civil rights heroes of their home 
countries. Ask students what they would 
like to improve or change.  

The State of the Union Address  
Students will be able to explain the 
speaker, the audience, and the purpose 
of the State of the Union address. Have 
students read the article, (point out that the 
photo is from last year) and be ready to 
watch the address on TV or online January 
12 at 9pm Eastern Time. You can tape 
the address and play the opening part of 
it to students the next day, or show it to 
students from www.whitehouse.gov/sotu. 
Ask students: What topics do you think 
President Obama will talk about? What 
topics would you talk about? What do you 
think the current state of the U.S. is? Why?

This Is Your Page (page 4)

Read the stories and have students 
relate similar stories from their own lives. 
Which story did they like the best? What 
stories would they want to share with other 
newcomers to the U.S.?

Your Health: Water (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell six reasons why water is important 
for our bodies. Students will be able to 
explain what dehydration is and why many 
Americans today are often dehydrated. 
They will be able to tell four sources of 
water and four drinks that do not count 
towards optimal hydration.

Procedures: It can be very difficult for 
students to stay hydrated at school. Many 
teachers limit bathroom breaks and do 
not allow bottled water in the classroom. 
This is not ideal for keeping students 
hydrated and alert. Encourage students to 
drink water when they get the chance: at 
lunch, between classes, at home, etc. Have 
students keep track of how many glasses of 
water they drink per day. 

Ask a Speech Coach: /sh/ and /zh/ 
(page 5)

Recognizing the difference between /sh/ 
and /zh/ is a challenge for many English 
Language Learners. This is made much 
more difficult due to the many ways of 
spelling each sound in English.

Objectives: Students will be able to hear 
and pronounce the difference between the 
sounds /sh/ and /zh/. They will be able to 
tell ten words that contain the sound /sh/ 
and ten words that contain the sound /zh/. 

Procedures: Read the article out loud 
and practice the sentences. Have students 
create their own sentences using the words 
in the article. Invite them to read their 
sentences to the class. Can anyone make 
and read a tongue twister of his or her 
own?

San Antonio — The “Alamo City” 
(page 6)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate San Antonio, Texas on a map of 
the U.S. They will be able to tell what 
happened at the Alamo in 1836. They 
will be able to tell ten things to do in 
San Antonio and five examples of San 
Antonio’s Hispanic heritage.

What is the Islamic State? (page 7)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
locate Iraq and Syria on a world map. 
They will be able to tell who the leader of 
ISIS is, the group’s goals, how they make 
money, and how they get people to join 
them.

Procedures: Stay up to date with the 
current news on the topic. Have students 
tell what they already know or have 
heard about ISIS. Field questions they 
might have about the topic, if you feel 
comfortable doing so.

Primary Elections and Caucuses 
(page 9)

Objectives: Students will be able 
to explain the purpose of the primary 
elections. They will be able to explain the 
difference between a primary election and 
a caucus, and be aware that a large number 
of Republicans and three Democrats are 
running for president.

Procedures: Find out what students 
already know about the candidates and past 
debates (from news in their own language, 
from past issues of Easy English NEWS). 
Read the article and clarify understanding. 
Have students act out some of the 
procedures to help show the differences 
between a primary election and a caucus. 
Each state has different rules about 
assigning delegates, but here’s an exercise 
to help students understand the general 
premise:

For a primary election: Have students 
name four or five well-known movie or 

TV stars, or characters. Write the names 
on the board. Give a small piece of paper 
(a “ballot”) to each “voter”. Have students 
vote for their favorite candidate by writing 
their votes on the papers. Have them drop 
their votes into a “ballot box.” Point out 
that this is a secret ballot, and no one has 
to tell another person how they are voting. 
After everyone has voted, count the ballots 
for each candidate and write the total for 
each candidate on the board next to their 
names. 

For a caucus: Write the names of the 
same stars on separate large pieces of 
paper. Post these around the room. Have 
students who have a favorite star give a 
short talk about why their star is the best. 
Have students walk (“vote with their feet”) 
to the part of the room with the name of 
the star they want to vote for. Students can 
try to convince others to join their group. 
Point out that this ballot is not secret, and 
anyone can see who other voters vote for. 
Write the names and numbers of votes for 
each candidate on the board. 

Locate Iowa and New Hampshire on a 
wall map. Then locate the next two states 
who have primaries or caucuses: South 
Carolina and Nevada. Let students know 
that the results from these first states are 
important. If a candidate doesn’t do well in 
the early primaries, he or she may drop out 
of the race.

ANSWERS

16. F (southern)
17. F (remember)
18. T
19. F (Iowa)
20. T
21. H (essential)
22. D (candidate)
23. J (recruit)
24. C (rodeo)
25. A (revolve)
26. E (exaggerate)
27. B (urge)
28. F (eloquent)
29. I (majority)
30. G (prevent)

 1. b
 2. c
 3. d
 4. a
 5. c
 6. b
 7. a
 8. b
 9. d
10. a
11. F (New 
Year’s Day)
12. F (solar)
13. F (American)
14. T
15. F 
(nonviolence)



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. ISIS is

   a) a state in North America. 
  b) a terrorist organization.
  c) part of the U.N. Security Council.
  d) a country in Europe.

____  2. The U.S. wants to stop ISIS by

  a) letting people on the No Fly   
 List from buying guns.

   b) sending a large army to fight   
 them. 

  c) taking away their ability to make   
 money. 

  d) giving them weapons.

____  3. ISIS controls large parts of  
 

  a) France and Germany.
    b) Turkey and Lebanon.
  c) Russia and Tunisia.
  d) Iraq and Syria.

____  4. The U.N. Security Council said that

  a) nations must work together to   
 prevent terrorist attacks.

  b) the U.S. must declare war on ISIS.
  c) no one should fly on a plane   

 anymore.
  d) guns should be illegal. 

____  5. President Obama said Turkey must close 
its border with

  a) Cyprus.
   b) Egypt.
  c) Syria.
  d) Russia.

 

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. A job interview is a conversation between 

  a) a worker and his or her boss.
  b) a job applicant and an employer.  

c) a political party and a delegate.
  d) a voter and a candidate.

____  7. A resumé is a paper with the job applicant’s  

  a) education, experience, job skills and  
 contact details.

  b) life history.
  c) school grades.
  d) weaknesses. 

____  8. After you have a job interview, send 
_____________ to the interviewer. 

  a) a long letter explaining other skills  
 you have

  b) a short thank you note
  c) a gift
  d) an application form 

____  9. When you  “blow your own horn” 

  a) you want other people to get   
 out of the way.

  b)  you are testing the safety of your car.
  c) you want to drive faster.
  d)  you honestly tell about your skills      

       and strengths. 

____  10. Business opportunities

  a) have no salary.
  b) pay a high salary to begin with.
  c) are for experienced people only.
  d) are always the best jobs. 



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. From Here and There

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, make it true. Write 
a word to replace the underlined word. 

____  11. Many Americans make resolutions 
on Primary Election Day.   
_______________________________

____  12. The calendar we use every 
day is a lunar calendar. 
_______________________________

____  13. The story of Betsy Ross and the 
Gregorian flag is an American legend.

              _______________________________

____  14. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. organized a 
bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama in 
1955.   ____________________

____  15. King taught the boycotters to 
use violence to change the laws. 
_______________________________

____  16. Some governors of northern 
states vowed that they would 
never let segregation end.    
_______________________________

____  17. Texians would yell “Forget the 
Alamo!” during the Texas Revolution.        
_______________________________

____  18. There are festivals in San Antonio 
to celebrate its Hispanic heritage.                
_______________________________

____  19. The first caucus will be in the 
state of Florida on February 1.                   
_______________________________

____  20. Voters choose delegates for their favorite 
candidate during primary elections and 
caucuses. 

   _______________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the best word to complete each sentence. 
Write the letter of that word on the line in front 
of the number.  
   Word List

 A. revolve F eloquent
 B.  urge G.   prevent
 C. rodeo H. essential
 D. candidate I. majority
 E. exaggerate J. recruit

____  21. Water is ____________________ for 
life.

____  22. Each political party must nominate a 
____________________ for president.

____  23. Terrorist organizations like ISIS use 
propaganda to _______________ new 
members.

____  24. A ____________________ is an event 
where horse riders show their skills.

____  25. The Earth and other planets 
___________________ around the sun.

____  26. Paul likes to ____________________. 
He says he is as strong as Superman.

____  27. To ____________________ is to 
strongly suggest someone to do 
something.

.
____  28. I want to be an ____________________ 

speaker like Martin Luther King, Jr. 

____  29. The person who gets the 
____________________ of votes 
usually wins an election.

____  30. Countries must work together to 
____________________ terrorist 
attacks.
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