
Dear Colleague:

It’s already April! As it warms up, think 
about bringing your class outdoors to 
notice the trees, their buds, and other signs 
of spring along with the articles on Earth 
Month.

We need your feedback to make plans 
for next year’s content of Easy English 
NEWS! There is a questionnaire at our 
website Elizabethclaire.com, or you may 
be lucky enough to find one in your package 
of newspapers. Your input is so valuable to 
us — we need to know what you and your 
students want to read about. Please return 
the questionnaire to us via fax or mail; our 
contact information is on the form. 

Elizabeth Claire

Climate Change: What’s going on?  
(pages 1, 6, 7 and 9)

Climate changes. What changes have 
you noticed in your area? Besides being 
of Earth Month interest, climate change is 
an issue in the presidential election. After 
Scalia’s death, the appointment of a new 
Justice may decide whether the president 
can issue a sweeping executive order 
through the Environmental Protection 
Agency, or if Congress must approve it 
as any treaty with foreign countries and 
expenditures of money or raising taxes. 
Democrats and Republicans have very 
different ideas about what to do about 
climate change. 

This is a long and complicated issue, so 
give students a few days to tackle all the 
parts. Dangers of Global Warming (page 
9) and Fossil Fuels and Greenhouse Gases 
(page 7) are self-contained topics that can 
be presented as individual lessons. 

Objectives: Students will be able to use 
weather terminology, name eight signs 
of climate change, tell any signs that the 
local climate has changed, and be able 
to distinguish weather from climate. 
Students will be able to tell some ways 
that the climate was different on Earth 
in the distant past. They will be able to 
list eight reasons why the earth’s climate 
changes, and distinguish between natural 
and man-made causes. They will be able 
to tell some of the findings of the IPCC 

about global temperature in the past up to 
now. They will be able to tell some of the 
dangers if earth were to warm by several 
degrees by 2100. Students will be able to 
gather information about global average 
temperature changes from the chart on 
page 6. They will be able to tell the 
results of the Paris meeting and about the 
President’s Clean Power Plan. They will be 
able to tell ten ideas that skeptic scientists 
have about climate change. 

Procedure: Build weather vocabulary 
and elicit the kinds of weather that your 
local area has experienced in the past year. 
Point out that climate is weather over a 
long period of time. Ask how your local 
climate is different from the climate they 
have in their home countries, and point out 
that different places have different climates, 
and expect different temperatures, different 
amounts of rain, storms, snow, etc. 

For younger students who have not had 
previous exposure to earth science: Use 
a globe to point out the Equator, tropical 
zones, temperate zones, and Arctic Circle. 
Show how the earth, because of the tilt 
of its axis, and its revolution around the 
sun, gets different amounts of heat in 
the northern hemisphere in our summer 
while the southern hemisphere has winter. 
Students can experience the “greenhouse 
effect” themselves in a sunny room that 
gets warmer than the outdoor temperature. 

Build a sense of the complexity of the 
factors that determine weather and climate. 
Introduce the concept of skeptic, a person 
who questions conclusions and predictions 
made by others. If a person doesn’t know 
science well, it is a matter of faith which 
side to believe. I used to be a skeptic, but 
after weeks of reading and research and 
trying to understand the science on both 
sides, I have come to the realization that I 
can’t comprehend the myriads of sciences 
involved, and I am of the opinion that 
scientists on both sides also don’t fully 
understand how different Earth systems 
interact with each other, or the degree to 
which feedback enhances any particular 
factor. Many predictions for 2015 made 
(with great certainty) ten years ago did 
not happen. The Justice Department of the 
U.S. has said they have looked for ways to 
make it illegal for skeptics to oppose the 
“settled science” of climate change. This 
disturbs me. Echoes of 1984.

Have students talk to teachers or 
neighbors who have lived in the area 
for a long time. Have students ask them 
questions such as: Have you noticed any 
changes in the winters during the time that 
you’ve lived here? In summers? Do flowers 
start growing earlier in the year? Do 
leaves fall off trees any earlier? Has there 
been more rain over the past few years? 
Has there been more wild or unusual 
weather, such as floods, storms, heat 
waves, or drought? Do birds arrive in the 
spring any earlier or later? 

Laws about work (pages 1 and 10)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
tell ten laws or regulations about work 
and tell how those laws apply to them in 
their lives. Preparation: Check out the 
Department of Labor website www.dol.gov 
for more information on labor laws and 
who is covered. 

Procedure: Have students who have, or 
have had, jobs in the U.S. tell any rules 
they or their employer had to follow. 
Have students who had jobs in their home 
countries tell of any laws about minimum 
wage, protection against discrimination or 
harassment, and protection for children. 
List the types of regulations on the board: 
Who may work, licenses, fair labor 
practices, job safety, minimum wage. 
As you they read the article, have them 
give examples of each. Discuss what a 
worker’s responsibility would be (asking 
for the rules, asking for safety instructions, 
reporting to the agency (last resort) if the 
employer does not conform to the law.)    

Events in April (pages 2 and 3)

Calendar  Elicit from your students any 
special days celebrated in their countries 
in April. Also, ask who has a birthday, 
anniversary, or other celebration in April. 
What school events will take place in 
April? Have students write these directly 
on the calendar. 

April Fools’ Day  Arrange a gentle trick 
to play on your class on Friday, April 1. 
The trick can have some good language 
practice built in. (Hang pictures in the 
class upside down, announce a surprise 
test, put the wastebasket on the desk, wear 
non-matching earrings, shoes, etc, wear a 
winter coat to class; use a practical joke 
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prop such as a sponge stone, squirting 
ring, etc.) Then read the article, pointing 
out that the lies or tricks are supposed to 
be fun for both people, and should not be 
cruel, sad, embarrassing, or dangerous. 

Income-tax deadline  Remind students 
that the deadline for filing their federal 
income taxes is April 18 this year. See 
March’s Easy English NEWS for more 
information about income taxes.

Passover  Have any Jewish students tell 
how their family celebrates Passover or 
invite a guest in to talk about Passover. 
Summarize the ten commandments in 
simple English if appropriate for your 
students: 1. Believe in only one God; have 
no other gods. 2. Don’t make any idols. 
3. Keep God’s name holy; don’t use it for 
a bad purpose. 4. Keep the sabbath holy. 
(Saturday for Jews, Sunday for Christians) 
5. Honor your mother and father. 6. Do 
not murder. 7. Don’t commit adultery. 8. 
Don’t steal. 9. Don’t tell lies about other 
people. 10. Don’t desire things that belong 
to someone else. 

Earth Day  Objectives: Students will 
be able to tell seven reasons that the 
planet Earth is able to support life. Check 
out what activities, fairs, festivals, clean 
ups etc. are scheduled in your area and 
encourage your students to take part. 
Brainstorm simple things the class can do 
for the school or the neighborhood or their 
own home on Earth Day.

Office Workers’ Day  Invite one of the 
support workers in your school to come 
to your class to explain his or her job, 
and to answer questions about it. Help 
students appreciate that most endeavors, 
like schools, businesses, etc. do not depend 
on one person but on many people on a 
team. Have students choose a secretary or 
administrative professional at school to 
write a thank-you letter to. 

Arbor Day  Objectives: Students will 
be able to tell the steps in planting a tree; 
what is needed, how to choose a location, 
and how to protect a young tree. They 
will be able to tell the difference between 
deciduous trees and evergreen trees, and 
give examples of each. They will be able 
to tell why different states celebrate Arbor 
Day on different days.

Preparation: Materials needed: Potting 
soil, plastic bags, clean empty cans, 
plastic-coated paper plates, hammer, 
nails, lots of newspaper, and a watering 
container. Procedure: After reading the 
article, either demonstrate how to plant or 
have students plant trees from seeds such 
as apple, avocado, peach, plum, orange, 

lemon, etc. Use a hammer and a nail to 
punch some holes in the bottom of the cans 
for drainage. Label the can with the type 
of tree that you are planting. Fill the cans 
2/3 with potting soil. Plant several seeds, 
pressing them down into the soil about two 
inches. Water regularly, with the coated 
plate under the can to catch excess. Record 
the growth after the seeds germinate.

This is your page (page 4)

Read and enjoy the stories from readers. 
Have students tell of any incidents in their 
own lives that are similar. 

April: Poetry Month (pages 2 and 5) 

This topic opens an extra world for you 
in the classroom. You may start out with 
an explanation of the purpose of National 
Poetry Month, and elicit What is a poem? 
What poems do students know by heart in 
English or in their native language? Have 
students recite them. The poems in this 
month’s paper give you an opportunity 
to teach such concepts as rhyme, rhyme 
scheme/pattern, forms of poetry, rhythm 
and meter, stressed and unstressed 
syllables, alliteration, assonance, metaphor, 
symbolism, and more. 

Procedure: Read each poem out loud 
to the class. Enunciate the words clearly 
so they can hear the rhymes, the repeated 
consonant sounds, and the music of the 
words. Students will undoubtedly notice 
that there are many uncommon words in 
these poems. This is a great opportunity 
to expand students’ vocabulary and learn 
synonyms for common words. 

Poets choose their words very carefully. 
A word may have multiple meanings 
that makes a poem fun to say and listen 
to (whether, weather, and weather). The 
poem Weather can lead to some interesting 
discussions about homophones and 
homonyms, of which English has plenty! 
This is a good opportunity to work on 
the /th/ sound, which is difficult for most 
English Language Learners. For Beneath 
the Sea, ask students: Why do you think 
the poet chose the word “sea” instead 
of “ocean”? Poets may choose one word 
instead of another for many reasons. 
A word may have a slightly different 
meaning or give off a different feeling than 
a synonym (sea has a more playful feel 
than ocean).  The number of syllables may 
fit the poem’s meter better (If the poet had 
used ocean instead of sea in the first line, 
the poem’s meter would be very different.) 
A word may create a more interesting 
rhyme (plunges is really the only word for 
frolicking in the water that rhymes with 
sponges). 

To accompany the two poems in the 
newspaper, bring into class copies of 
several poems that would be of interest 
to your students to read, understand, and 
notice the various poetic devices. Have 
students write a short poem themselves. 
A haiku is a good poetic form for ESL 
students to start with. It doesn’t need to 
rhyme, and is only three lines long (five 
syllables in the first line, seven in the 
second line, and five in the third line.) 
Many haiku are about nature, which ties in 
well with Earth Month and Arbor Day.

The race for delegates (page 5)

Objectives: Students will be able to 
name the remaining candidates in the 
Republican and Democratic contests for 
nomination. They will be able to state the 
total number of possible delegates, and 
the number needed to win each party’s 
nomination. Preparation: Get the up-to-
date numbers (which will have changed 
from the date of our going to press) of 
delegates won and candidates still in the 
race. Go to http://www.realclearpolitics.
com/epolls/2016/president/republican_
delegate_count.html to find out the 
current numbers (they have the Democratic 
numbers, too).  Procedure: Read the 
article, have students identify the photos 
of the candidates. Locate the states that 
had their primary elections in March on 
a wall map. Use the 2016 Election Chart 
at our website Elizabethclaire.com/
collections/free-stuff to keep track of the 
race for delegates. We have included many 
supplementary questions with the Election 
Chart.

ANSWERS

16. T
17. T
18. F (Justices)
19. F (warmer)
20. F (sun)
21. C (goggles)
22. B (convention)
23. G (deciduous)
24. H (harmless)
25. D (skeptic)
26. J (migrate)
27. F (foolish)
28. E (habitat)
29. A (accurate)
30. I (drop out)

1. a
2. c
3. a
4. b
5. b 
6. a
7. d
8. c
9. d
10. b
11. F (April)
12. F (first)
13. F (Arbor 
Day)
14. F (ten)
15. T



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

___    1. One sign of climate change is that
 
  a) glaciers are melting.
  b) the Arctic is getting cooler.
  c) ocean level is falling.
  d) there are fewer storms.

____  2. The oceans have risen _________ since 
the last ice sheet melted 12,000 years 
ago.

  a) 0.11 inches
  b) 33 inches
  c) 390 feet
  d) 4.6 billion feet

____  3. Ash that stays up in the atmosphere after 
a volcano erupts can

 
  a. reflect sunlight and cool the earth.
  b. make it rain.
  c. warm the earth.
  d. create carbon dioxide.

____  4. When water warms, it

  a) turns to ice.
  b) expands.
  c) goes to the equator.
  d) lowers sea level.

____  5. The IPCC used ____________ to predict 
future temperatures on Earth.

  a) calculators
  b) computer models
  c) weather reports
  d) thermometers

Choose the best answer. Write its letter on the line in front of the number. 
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____  6. Employers may hire only people who  

  a) are legally allowed to work.
  b) are under the age of 14.
  c) have a passport.
  d) were born outside the United States.

____  7. Children aged 14 and 15 may work

  a) in hazardous jobs.
  b)    during school hours.
  c) in mines or factories. 
  d) less than three hours on a school   

 day. 
  
____  8. The national minimum wage for many 

kinds of work is ________.

  a) $5.25
  b) $6.25
  c) $7.25
  d) $8.20

____  9. Men and women must get equal pay if 

  a) the work is very hard.
  b) it’s usually a man’s job.
  c) they start on the same date.
  d) they do equal work.

____  10.  OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health 
Act) has rules 

  
  a) about paying workers time-and-a-  

 half pay.
  b) to prevent workers from being hurt at  

 work.
  c)  against discrimination because of   

 gender, race, or religion. 
  d) about speaking English at work.



Name __________________________________________ Class ____________ Date _____________

II. Events in April

True or False? Write “T” for true, and “F” for 
false. If the sentence is false, write a word to 
replace the underlined word to make the sentence 
true. 

____  11.  Earth Day is in the month of June.                  
              _________________________________

____  12. People play tricks and fool others on 
April second.  
_________________________________

____  13.  Passover is a day to plant trees.  
_________________________________

____  14.  Jews tell the story of Moses and the 
twelve commandments.   
_________________________________ 

____  15.  April is National Poetry Month.  
_________________________________

____  16. April 18 is this year’s deadline for 
sending in an income tax return to the 
government. ______________________

____  17.  A candidate needs to win a majority 
of its party’s delegates to win the 
nomination.  
_________________________________

____  18. Right now there are only eight scientists 
on the Supreme Court. 
_________________________________

____  19. Green plants grew much larger millions 
of years ago, when the earth was colder. 
_________________________________

____  20. Earth’s atmosphere reflects some of the 
light from the moon.  
_________________________________

III. Building Vocabulary

Write the letter of the best word for each 
sentence. 
   Word List

A.  accurate   F.  foolish
B.  convention  G. deciduous
C.   goggles   H. harmless
D.  skeptic    I.  drop out
E.   habitat   J.  migrate

____  21. Workers in some jobs need to wear 
_______________ to protect their eyes. 

____  22. Republican candidates want to win the 
most delegates to go to their national 
________________________ in July.

____  23. A ______________________ tree loses 
its leaves when fall and winter come.

____  24. Something that cannot hurt you is 
_________________________.

____  25. A _____________________ is a person 
who doubts that something is true. 

____  26. Many kinds of birds 
____________________ from winter 
homes in the south to northern homes 
for the summer.

____  27. You might feel ________________ if 
you believe a lie that someone tells you 
on April first. 

____  28. A forest is the natural  
____________________ of deer, rabbits, 
skunks, and many other animals.

____  29. Scientists need  ___________________ 
information before they can make 
predictions.

____  30. Carlos had to ___________________ of 
school to take care of his sick mother.
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