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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The U.S. Drug Epidemic

Sixteen years ago, Aaron Rubin graduated from high ______________________. He played sports 

and had many ______________________. He planned to work with his dad, make lots of money, and 

______________________ the world. 

Five years after graduation, Aaron’s plans came to an ______________________. He overdosed 

on ______________________ pills. The overdose ______________________ Aaron to 

have a heart attack. Then he had a stroke. Since then, he has not been able to walk or to feed 

______________________. He cannot speak. His mother asks him yes/no ______________________. 

He raises one finger for yes, and two for no. 

How did this happen? 

In tenth grade, playing football, he was injured. He used pain ______________________ because of 

the pain. Then he started ______________________ alcohol. He began to abuse drugs. 

      
WORD BANK

end   medicine  himself  travel   school

friends  caused  drinking  questions  pain
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Election Day

On Tuesday, November 8, American ______________________ will go to the polls. They will elect 

the next president and ______________________ president of the United States. They will also choose 

all of their representatives to ______________________. 

In 12 states, people will ______________________ their state governor. In 34 states, people will 

elect ______________________ of their state’s U.S. senators. There are state and local officials and 

questions on the ______________________, too. 

The voting has started. In 34 states, any voter may vote ______________________. By November 8, 

about 30 percent of all voters will have ______________________ already.

The ______________________ open early in the morning on Election Day. They stay open until 8 or 

9 p.m. The times are different in ______________________ states.

      
WORD BANK

different  one   polls   elect   vice

Congress  early   ballot   voted   citizens
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Veterans Day

Veterans Day is November 11. It honors the men and ______________________ who have served in 

the U.S. Armed Services.  

World War One ______________________ on November 11, 1918. An armistice was signed on the 

eleventh ______________________ of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. People thought that 

there would ______________________ be another war again.

November 11 became a special holiday named ______________________ Day. Each year, Armistice 

Day ______________________ people of their joy at the end of the war. People remembered the 

soldiers who fought in the Great ______________________.  

On Armistice Day each year, at 11 a.m., people everywhere stopped working, 

walking, ______________________, or whatever they were doing. They bowed their 

______________________ in a moment of silence. They ______________________ of the sacrifice 

that was made by all of the soldiers who had died in that war.

      
WORD BANK

Armistice  women  thought  never   War

heads  reminded  ended  shopping  hour
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Thanksgiving

The fourth ______________________ of November is Thanksgiving. Schools, banks, government 

offices, and most businesses are ______________________. Some are closed on the Friday 

______________________ Thanksgiving, too.

Americans count our ______________________ on Thanksgiving Day. We are 

______________________ for many things: our families, our homes, food, our health, our jobs, our 

friends, and our freedoms. We ______________________ the Pilgrims who held the first Thanksgiving 

in ______________________.

Many people want to be with their ______________________ and friends on Thanksgiving. Airports, 

______________________, and buses are full on the days before and after Thanksgiving. Highways 

are crowded.  

Americans eat a big ______________________ on Thanksgiving. The traditional foods are turkey, 

stuffing, corn, beans, sweet potatoes, squash, and cranberry sauce. 

      
WORD BANK

closed  thankful  blessings  families  after

America  Thursday  dinner  remember  trains
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

American-Indian Heritage Month

 ______________________ is American-Indian Heritage Month. Most Americans know the 

history of the Indians as ______________________ from the “white man’s” point of view. In 

this history, white Americans conquered the ______________________. They moved most tribes 

onto ______________________. For a long ______________________, American history books, 

______________________, and TV programs showed Indians as “the bad guys.” 

In the last 30 years, ______________________ schools, texts, movies, and TV programs have 

begun to tell the Indians’ ______________________ of the story. We now know more about the ways 

that the ______________________ settlers, the pioneers, and the government treated the Indians 

______________________. 

      
WORD BANK

time   told   reservations movies  early

Indians  November  unfairly  American  side



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

What is Blood Pressure?

Blood pressure is the ______________________ pressure of blood against the inside wall of a blood 

vessel. Blood pressure is created by the force of the heart ______________________ blood into the 

arteries. 

Arteries expand for each heart ______________________. They relax ______________________ 

beats. If the arteries did not expand and relax, we could have too much pressure the moment 

that the ______________________ beats, and too little pressure between the beats. Too much 

pressure would cause a stroke, and too ______________________ pressure would make a person 

______________________ consciousness.

A blood pressure reading of 110/70 shows the two different ______________________. The higher 

number, 110, is the systolic blood pressure (when the heart beats). It means that the pressure would 

raise a column of ______________________ 110 millimeters, almost a half inch. The diastolic value, 

70, means the pressure would lift 70 ______________________ of mercury.
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WORD BANK

heart   millimeters  mercury  pumping  between

beat   little   pressures  lose   sideways



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   heroin   oxycodone   hydrocodone  methadone 

2.   addiction   relapse   heal    overdose

3. election   president   ballot    polls

4.  majority    most    some    almost all 

5. Pilgrims   settlers   Indians   pioneers

6.  veteran   soldier   Armed Forces  cartel

7.  museum    powwow   Indian   tribe

8. All Saints’ Day  Dia de los Muertos All Souls’ Day        Thanksgiving 

9.  turkey   stuffing   pumpkin pie   corn 

10. squash   turkey   clam    lobster 

11.   cheese   coconut   ham    salami

12.  inauguration   election   candidate    campaign  
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. The U.S. Drug Epidemic

1. What pain-killing drug did Aaron Rubin overdose on?  _______________________________

2. How many Americans are addicted to drugs or alcohol? ______________________________

3. How many people died from overdosing on drugs in 2015? ___________________________

4. The drugs oxycodone, hydrocodone, and methadone are all __________________________.

5. What drug can reverse a dangerous overdose? _______________________________

6. How many Americans died of drug overdose between 2000 and 2014?  

 __________________________________

7. If painkillers are legal, does that mean they are safe?   YES   NO

8. Heroin is an illegal drug.   YES  NO

9. Addiction is a condition that can be healed quickly.  YES   NO

10. What is the phone number for the National Substance Abuse Helpline? _________________ 

  What can they help you find in your area? ________________________________

11. Joaquin Guzman (“El Chapo”) was the leader of a drug cartel in what country?  

 ____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Election Day

1. What day will American voters go to the polls to vote for president?  

 _____________________________

2. In how many states may voters vote early? _____________________________

3. What percentage of voters will have voted already by Election Day? __________________

4. How old must a citizen be in order to vote? _____________________________

5. About how many Americans are eligible to vote? _____________________________

6. About what percentage of them usually vote? _____________________________

7. Voters must ___________________________ in the district where they live in order to vote.

8. How can Americans who are traveling or in the military vote?       

 ____________________________________ 

9. The United States has __________ time zones.

10.  In 48 states, all of a state’s electoral votes go to the candidate who has the most  

 ____________________________ votes in that state.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11. Which two states are the exceptions to this rule?  

 ___________________________ and _____________________________

12. In what three states do people vote by mail?         ________________________________, 

 ________________________________, and __________________________________.

13. When do registered voters receive their ballots in these states?  

 ______________________________________________________________

14. How many electoral votes does a candidate need to become president? ________________

15. What does the losing candidate do when it is clear he or she has lost? 

 _______________________________________________________________________

16. When will the next president take office? __________________________________

17. Who were the Republican and Democratic candidates for president in 2012? 

 ______________________________________________

18. Who are the Republican and Democratic candidates for president this year?  

 ______________________________________________

II.  Election Day (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in November

1. What groups of people celebrate their heritage in November? _________________________

2. Where do most American Indian tribes live? ______________________________________

3. How many people are full or part American Indian today? ________________________

4. Where is the National Museum of the American Indian? _____________________________

5. Indian groups meet with others at _________________________ to celebrate their cultures,  

 share stories, dance, and trade.

6. What ends on the morning of November 6? _______________________________________

7. Millions of smokers will quit smoking for one day during what event? 

 ___________________________________________________

8. How many Americans smoke cigarettes? ________________________________

9. People of what religion celebrate All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day? __________________

10. Mexican Americans visit dead loved ones in cemeteries during what holiday? 

 _______________________________________

11. When is Veterans Day? _________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in November (continued)

12. Who does Veterans Day honor? ___________________________________________________

13. At what time, on what day, in what month, in what year did countries sign the Armistice that  

 ended World War I?  __________________________________________________________

14. What day is Thanksgiving? _____________________________________________

15. What do Americans count on this day? _______________________________________

16. Circle eight traditional Thanksgiving foods and desserts. 

 yogurt     stuffing         squash         cheese         cranberry sauce        

 corn          oranges     coconuts    beans    pumpkin pie   

 sandwiches      sweet potatoes      turkey  salami       peanut butter          

17. Who celebrated the first Thanksgiving in America? _____________________________

18. Why had they come to America? __________________________________________________

19. Who did they invite to the feast? ___________________________________________

20. How long did the peace treaty between the Pilgrims and the Indian neighbors last?  

 _______________________



IV. What is Blood Pressure?

1. Blood pressure is the _______________________ pressure of blood against the inside wall of a 

  blood vessel.

2. What pumps blood into the arteries? ___________________________

3. What do arteries do for each heart beat? _________________________

4. What do arteries do between heart beats? __________________________

5. What is normal blood pressure for an adult? __________________________________________

6. What is the higher number in a blood pressure reading called? ___________________________ 

 What is the lower number called? ______________________________

7. A stroke or heart attack can happen when what bursts? _________________________________

8. Anxiety can make a person’s arteries tighten.   YES   NO

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. U.S. Presidents

1. Who is president now? _____________________________

2. What political party does he belong to? _____________________________

3. Who was president from 2001 to 2009? _____________________________

4. What was that president’s political party? _____________________________

5. How many presidents has the United States had? __________________________

6. Who was president in 1863? _____________________________ 

7. Who was president in 1917? _____________________________

8. Who was president in 1944? _____________________________

9. Which president resigned? _________________________________

10. Which four presidents were assassinated? ________________________________________, 

   _______________________________________,  __________________________________   

 and  ______________________________________.

11. Which other presidents also died in office? _____________________________________, 

 ______________________________________,  __________________________________, 

 and  ______________________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Is it better to spend more money on treatment centers for people addicted to drugs, or to spend  

    more money catching, arresting, and imprisoning drug dealers?  Give your reasons.

2. What are some ways that parents can protect their children from using drugs?  Can a friend stop a  

    friend from using drugs?

3. What can schools teach students about drugs so they never try them? At what age do you think it’s  

    best to start that education? Give your reasons. 

4. Find out how treatment centers help people addicted to drugs, and how long it takes. What is the  

    relapse rate? 

5. It’s very hard for a candidate from a third party to be elected president in the U.S. Give three  

   reasons why this is so.

6. Candidates for office need millions of dollars for their campaigns. A wealthy candidate or a  

   candidate with wealthy supporters can afford more ads on TV, more travel, and more staff. Should  

   the government pay for election campaigns for all candidates? Why or why not? If so, how much?

7. Candidates for president make many promises during their campaign. After they are elected, what  

   might make it difficult to keep those promises?

8. In the U.S. electoral system, a candidate can win the most popular votes in the country, but not  

   win the most electoral votes. Explain how this can happen. Some people say the winner of the most  

   popular votes should be elected president. Others say this is a bad idea. What do you think? Give  

   your reasons. 



I. The U.S. Drug Epidemic

1. OxyContin/oxycodone
2. 23 million
3. 47,000
4. opioids
5. Naloxone
6. nearly 250,000
7. NO
8. YES
9. NO
10. 1-800-662-4357, a treatment center
11. Mexico

 
II. Election Day

1. Tuesday, November 8
2. 34 states
3. about 30 percent
4. 18 years old or older
5. 219 million
6. between 40 and 60 percent
7. register
8. by absentee ballot
9. six
10. popular
11. Maine and Nebraska
12. Oregon, Washington, and Colorado
13. about three weeks before the election
14. 270
15. concedes the election and congratulates the winner
16. January 20, 2017
17. Romney and Obama
18. Trump and Clinton

 
III. Events in November

1. American Indians
2. on reservations
3. 5.4 million
4. Washington, D.C.
5. powwows
6. Daylight Saving Time
7. The Great American Smokeout
8. 42 million

9. Catholics and other Christians
10. Dia de los muertos
11. November 11
12. the men and women who have served in the  
       U.S. Armed Services
13. the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the  
       eleventh month in 1918
14. the fourth Thursday of November (November 24)
15. their blessings
16. stuffing, squash, cranberry sauce, corn, beans,  
        pumpkin pie, sweet potatoes, turkey
17. the Pilgrims
18. to find a place where they could have religious  
        freedom
19. their Indian friends
20. 54 years

IV. What is Blood Pressure?

1. sideways
2. the heart
3. expand
4. relax
5. 110/70 or 120/80
6. systolic pressure; diastolic pressure
7. an aneurism
8. YES

V. U.S. Presidents

1. Barack Obama
2. Democrat/Democratic
3. George W. Bush
4. Republican
5. 44
6. Abraham Lincoln
7. Woodrow Wilson
8. Franklin D. Roosevelt
9. Richard M. Nixon
10. Abraham Lincoln, James A. Garfield,  
       William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy
11. William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor,  
       Warren G. Harding, and Franklin D. Roosevelt

November 2016  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2016. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.


