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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences, including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Are You Prepared?

National Preparedness Month  

__________________________ is National Preparedness Month. It’s a time for schools, families, 

workplaces, towns, and cities to __________________________ what to do if there is a disaster or 

__________________________ emergency. 

You may never be in a __________________________. But if you are, will you know what to do? 

You will, if you plan what to do __________________________ you are in danger. 

The Federal __________________________ Management Agency (FEMA) wants Americans to be 

better __________________________ for all the kinds of disasters that might happen. 

We need to know how to prevent disasters. We need to know how to __________________________ 

to a disaster if it happens. We __________________________ to know how to recover from a disaster 

after it happens.  

During National Preparedness Month, we can learn the ways to survive natural disasters or even 

__________________________ attacks.

      
WORD BANK

  respond  terrorist  prepared  disaster before

September  other   emergency  need  plan
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

One Year to U.S. Elections

Barack Obama was elected president of the United States in 2008 and __________________________ 

in 2012. __________________________ may not have more than two terms in office. Obama will be 

president of the United States until __________________________ 20, 2017. 

 The election for a new president will be on __________________________ 8, 2016. That is more 

than a __________________________ from now. However, every __________________________ 

there is news about the men and __________________________ who say they want to be president. 

Why are candidates in the news already?

More than twenty-two __________________________ have thrown their hats into 

the ring. The candidates are “testing the waters.” They want to be well-known in all the 

__________________________. They need to raise money for a __________________________. If 

they aren’t popular with the people, or if they can’t raise money, they will drop out of the race.  

     WORD BANK
January  November  again  day  year

candidates  campaign  states women presidents
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Constitution Day

September 17 is the __________________________ of the United States Constitution. 

The Constitution was __________________________ in 1787. It is the foundation 

for all the __________________________ made in the United States. It tells how the 

__________________________ works. There have been 27 __________________________ to the 

Constitution. The first ten amendments are called the Bill of __________________________. 

September 17 is a popular day for new __________________________ to take  

the __________________________ of Allegiance.

The Constitution is important for you, but it’s __________________________ to understand. You can 

read the Constitution in __________________________ English at www.elizabethclaire.com.

     WORD BANK
simple completed  amendments rights  citizens

oath	 	 difficult	 	 birthday	 	 laws	 	 government
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Levels of Education in the U.S. 

The United States does not have a __________________________ public school system. In 

general, __________________________ must be in school from the age of 5 or 6 until the 

__________________________ of 16 or 17. Each __________________________ sets the ages, and 

has standards for high school graduation. 

__________________________ in each city and town pay for their own public schools. States and the 

federal government may give __________________________ money to some schools. 

Each community makes rules for its own school buildings, teachers, materials, and 

__________________________. In some cities, there are charter schools. Charter schools may make 

some of their own __________________________. 

In addition to public schools, there are __________________________ schools and private schools. 

Some __________________________ teach their children at home. 

     WORD BANK
families taxpayers  extra  parochial  national

state  children  students rules   age
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Tornado drills

If you are in a tornado area, have a family tornado plan. Is there a __________________________ 

that will give you a warning? What does it sound like? 

Does your house have a __________________________? That’s the __________________________ 

place to go. Otherwise, go to a small __________________________ room such as a 

closet or bathroom, with no __________________________. Pillows, mattresses, or thick 

__________________________ can help protect you from flying objects. Mobile homes and 

__________________________ are not safe during a tornado. 

Practice a family tornado drill. 

Know the __________________________ of a tornado. Keep your TV or radio on, tuned to a 

local channel or station during tornado __________________________. You will need news about 

__________________________ that may be coming your way. 

What if you don’t understand local weather reports? Ask neighbors to warn you. Learn the signs in the 

sky.

     WORD BANK
basement  storms  inner  blankets  siren

safest  windows  trailers signs   season

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September 2015. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

What Is Health?  
by Dr. Majid Ali

Good health is a __________________________ responsibility. It is also the responsibility of 

the family, __________________________, and community. The community affects health by its 

__________________________ about air, water, food, sanitation, and building materials. Schools 

affect health by what they teach children, by the __________________________ in the school 

cafeteria, by what they sell in vending machines, and by the amount of time students are able to 

__________________________. The family __________________________ health by the food they 

buy, and how they teach their children health __________________________.  

__________________________ about health is important. It costs less to __________________________ 

health than to treat people after they become __________________________. Right now, the U.S. doesn’t have 

a health care system. It has a “disease care” system. 

     WORD BANK
habits food   exercise  school  ill 

create personal  laws   affects  knowledge 
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

September 2015: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A      B          C      D

1.   earthquake  tornado   hurricane  blizzard 

2. Northeast   Central Plains  Southwest  Hawaii

3.  flood   heat wave   wildfire  volcano

4.  water   power line   food   flashlight  

5.  candidate  campaign   passenger  political party 

6.  challah  shofar    apples  honey

7.  Mexico  Dominican Republic Puerto Rico  Cuba

8. eclipse  moon    shadow  coast

9. heart   digestive organs  gratitude  liver

10. obesity  sanitation   arthritis  heart disease  

11.  candidate  senator   governor  president  

12. Paul Rubio  Donald Trump  Hillary Clinton Carly Fiorino  
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I.  Are You Prepared?

1. What federal agency wants Americans to be better prepared for disasters? _____________

2. What weather disasters are common on the Gulf Coast and the East Coast? 

__________________________

3. What weather disasters are common in the Central Plains? ______________________

4. What do we call a winter storm with strong winds and lots of snow? ____________________

5. A blackout is when what power goes out? ______________________

6. In what state are there frequent volcano eruptions? _______________________-

7. What large volcano is near the city of Seattle, Washington? __________________________

8. In what year was the last killer volcano eruption in the United States? ________________

9. What is the name of that volcano?  ________________________________________

10. How many nuclear reactors are operating in the United States? ______________

11. How much water should you have for each person in case of a disaster? ______________

12. Where can you save water for washing and for flushing the toilet if the power may go out?

____________________________   
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

13. List ten things to have in an emergency supply kit in case your electricity goes 

out: _______________________  _________________  ________________________  

_____________________  _________________________  ________________________  

______________________  __________________________  _______________________ 

______________________

14. If you have to leave your home in case of flood or hurricane, what things should you take 

with you? ______________________  __________________  _________________ 

__________________  ___________________  _______________  __________________ 

_________________  ____________________  ___________________  __________________
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I.  Are You Prepared? (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

 II. One Year to the U.S. Election

1. When was Barack Obama first elected president? ________________________

2. How many 4-year terms may a president have? ________________________

3. On what day will the next election for president be? ______________________

4. What are the two major political parties in the U.S.? __________________________

_____________________________________ 

5. How many Republican candidates were in the debates on August 6? _____________

6. How many Democratic candidates are there today? _______________________

Have you seen these people? 

7.  How many women candidates are in the two major parties? ___________________

8. How many governors or former governors are candidates? ________________

9. How many U.S. Senators or former U.S. senators are in the race? ______________

10. How many business people are in the race? _____________

11. Who is a neurosurgeon running for president? ____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in September

1. What holiday is the first Monday of September? _________________________

2. When is Grandparents Day? _________________________

3. When did terrorists attack the World Trade Center, and the Pentagon? 

__________________________

4. What is another name for the Jewish New Year? ____________________

5. What holy day comes ten days after that? ____________________________

6. When does hurricane season begin and end? ____________________ to 

__________________

7. What are the dates for Hispanic Heritage Month? _______________ to ________________

8. What percent of Americans are Hispanic? _____________

9. What is another name for Hispanic? _____________________

10. Which group of Hispanics are American citizens?__________________________________



11. What places have sent the most Hispanics to the United States? ______________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

12. What states have the most Hispanic people? _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

13. All of the people born in this Spanish-speaking island are American Citizens. What island 

is it?  ____________________________

14. When is Constitution Day? ______________________________

15. In what year was the Constitution completed? _____________

16. What oath do new citizens take during the naturalization ceremony? __________________

_____________________________

17. An eclipse of the moon happens when the moon moves into the shadow of the _________. 

18. Another name for the autumnal equinox is _________________________. 

19. The Republican candidates will have their second debate on ________________________. 

20. The first Democratic debate will be _____________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in September (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Your Health: What is Health?

1. Who writes the article on Your Health? ____________________________________

2. According to that doctor, health is having the energy to _____________________________

________________________________________________.

3. What do medical doctors usually treat? _____________________________________

4. Who creates health? ___________________________

5. Whose responsibility is health? _______________________  ______________________  

____________________________  _____________________  

6. Obesity, chronic fatigue, arthritis, and cancer are what kind of disease? 

____________________________.

7. Can they be prevented or healed? ____________________

8. What has to be removed to help heal such diseases? ____________________________



 I. Are You Prepared?

1.FEMA
2. hurricanes
3. tornados
4. blizzard
5. electrical
6. Hawaii
7. Mt. Rainier
8. 1980
9. Mount St. Helens
10. 99
11. 3 gallons
12. bathtub
13. water, non-perishable food, flashlight, first-aid           
     kit, antiseptic, bandages, medicines, whistle,        
     portable radio, garbage bags, can opener.
14. important documents, green cards, diplomas,    
      Social Security cards, bank account record, cash,  
      traveler’s checks credit cards, sleeping bag for       
      each person, eyeglasses, change of clothing and       
      shoes, personal hygiene items,  
      toys for the children.

II. One Year to the U.S. Election

1. 2008
2. two
3. November 8, 2016
4. Democrats and Republicans
5. 17
6. 5 (as of August 12)
7. two
8. 11
9. 8
10. 2
11. Dr. Ben Carson

III. Events in September

1. Labor Day
2. September 13
3. September 11, 2001.
4. Rosh Hashana
5. Yom Kippur
6. June 1 to November 30
7. September 15 to October 15
8. 17
9. Latino
10. Puerto Ricans
11. Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Cuba,  
      El Salvador, Mexico
12. California, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, New  
      York, New Jersey, Illinois, Florida
13. Puerto Rico
14. September 17
15. 1787
16. Oath of Allegiance
17. Earth
18. autumn or fall
19. September 16
20. October 13

IV. Your Health

1. Dr. Majid Ali
2. work, play, study, and enjoy life
3. disease
4. your body and you
5. each person, the family, the school, the         
    community,      
6. degenerative
7. yes
8. harmful causes (wrong food, toxic conditions,  
    stress) 

September 2015  
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