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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Is Our Information Safe?

We use the Internet to do ___________________________ things. We talk and send e-mails to 

___________________________ and friends all over the world. We watch videos and share photos 

___________________________. We buy ___________________________ and books online. We pay our 

bills, play games, and even order food online.

We have to give personal ___________________________ to set up accounts to do these things. Programs 

and websites ask for our name, address, phone number, date of _________________________, credit card 

number, or more. 

Some ___________________________ keep this information. That way we don’t have to 

type it again every ___________________________ we log in. Many business companies 

___________________________ our information to try to sell us more products.

Our online information is not ___________________________ safe. 

      
WORD BANK

online  family  information  use   clothes

time   completely  websites  birth   many
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Where are the Jobs? (1)

There are just ______________________________ types of jobs: 1) making things 

by hand or in factories; 2) doing a service for others. Examples of people with service 

______________________________ are teachers, nurses, doctors, lawyers, gardeners, cooks, waiters, 

taxi drivers, salesclerks, translators, and baby sitters. 

Why can’t people find jobs?

There are more jobs ______________________________ than five years ago. But 

there are also ______________________________ people. Many good jobs have 

______________________________. Machines and computers can do some jobs 

faster, better, and cheaper than ______________________________ can. Robots are 

______________________________ away jobs. Stores are closing because people are 

______________________________ on the Internet. People use ______________________________ 

for writing letters. The U.S. Postal Service will ______________________________ 146,000 jobs by 

2017.
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WORD BANK

humans  shopping  jobs   two   taking

cut   more   email   disappeared today



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Where are the Jobs? (2)

U.S. laws to protect workers

There is a ______________________________ wage in the U.S. Business owners must 

______________________________ their workers $7.25 or more per hour. In some states, the 

minimum wage is ______________________________. Factories in some other countries pay their 

workers only 30 ______________________________ per hour. 

The U.S. has laws against ______________________________ labor. There are laws 

to ______________________________ workers from dangerous conditions. There are 

______________________________ to protect the environment. There are laws that 

______________________________ products must be safe. 

Many other countries don’t have such laws. Some ______________________________ have laws 

against unions. Workers there cannot get ______________________________ work conditions easily.
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WORD BANK

child   minimum  better   all   protect

pay   laws   higher  countries  cents



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

The First Thanksgiving in America
 

In Britain, in the ______________________________, there was no religious freedom. 

Everyone had to be ______________________________. Everyone had to go to the Church of 

______________________________.  

One ______________________________ of Christians did not like the Church of England. 

They wanted to have a pure, ______________________________ church. They left their 

______________________________ in England and went to Holland. Later, they were not 

______________________________ there, either. They ______________________________ their 

belongings to get money for a ship to take them to America. One hundred four people crossed the 

Atlantic ______________________________ on a little ship called the Mayflower. Today, we call those 

______________________________ the Pilgrims. 
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WORD BANK

England  homes  sold   group   happy

simple  1600s  people  Christian  Ocean



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Human Lifespan 
by Dr. Majid Ali

Two ______________________________ years ago, in ancient Rome, only 50% of people lived past 

their 22nd birthday. By 2013, the ______________________________ lifespan in the U.S. was 78.8 

years old!

What has caused people to live longer lives?

People have ______________________________ food because of better farming. Children 

are vaccinated against ______________________________ diseases. Homes have running 

______________________________ and indoor toilets. People ______________________________ 

their hands and bathe more often. Doctors have ways to treat ______________________________ 

with antibiotics and surgery.

Will our lifespan continue to increase?

It seems to me that most people could ______________________________ to 100. However, over the 

past 30 years, there has been an ______________________________ of obesity. Two thirds of all adult 

______________________________ are overweight. Half of the overweight people are obese. 
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WORD BANK
wash   deadly  Americans  average  live

epidemic  water   diseases  thousand  more



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Boston, Massachusetts

Boston, Massachusetts is one of the ______________________________ cities in the 

United States. It was ______________________________ in 1630. Boston was an important 

______________________________ during the American Revolution. There are many historic 

buildings in ______________________________. People can ______________________________ 

along the Freedom Trail to see them.

There are many things to do in Boston. Visitors can go to zoos, ______________________________, 

libraries, sports events, and concerts. Boston has one of the best ______________________________ 

orchestras in the country. Boston is also the home of the Boston ______________________________ 

Sox. Every year, ______________________________ of people run in the Boston Marathon. There are 

______________________________ races on the Charles River.
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WORD BANK

Red   symphony  Boston  city   founded

walk   boat   museums  thousands  oldest



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

American Indians

Indian cultures almost disappear

White people were ______________________________ against Indians. Not many white people 

______________________________ Indians’ culture or values. 

The U.S. government wanted to make ______________________________ more like white people. 

They took Indian children ______________________________ from their families. They sent the 

children to boarding ______________________________. Some of the children were only five 

______________________________ old.

At the schools, the children were not allowed to ______________________________ 

their own language. They were taught in ______________________________ only. They 

could visit their families only a few times a year. As the children grew up, they did not 

learn their ______________________________ culture. They could not use their own 

______________________________ well. 
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WORD BANK

years   understood  language  own   schools

away   speak  Indians  prejudiced  English



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   Indians   explorers   reservations   tribes

2.  malware   hackers   virus    password

3. YouTube   Facebook   White House  Twitter

4.  website   software   program   library

5.  robots    computers   shoes    cell phones

6.  Bangladesh   India    Italy    China 

7.  artist    teacher   doctor   gardener

8.  Navy    civilians   Army    Marines

9.  mouse   apples   eggs    donuts

10. move    sit    play    walk 

11.  powwow   language   culture   smallpox

12. plumber   factory   nurse    waiter
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Is Our Information Safe?

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2015. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

1. Which of these can we do online (circle all the answers that are true): 

send an email order food  pay bills  cook dinner   brush teeth 

play games  fly a kite   drive a car   watch a video  run a marathon

2. What must we set up on a website before we can pay bills or send emails? 

___________________________

3. What connects people and computers all over the world? _____________________________

4. Who stole information from the OPM? ___________________________

5. How many people’s information did they steal? ___________________________

6. Who is talking about a law to prevent big cyber attacks? _____________________________

7. Should you use a password to lock your computer or cell phone?  YES     NO

8. Are public wireless networks secure?   YES     NO

9. What does the “s” mean in https:// ? ____________________________________________

10. What settings can you change to limit who can see your posts on social media websites? 

____________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Where are the Jobs?

1. How many Americans are looking for work? ______________________________________

2. What are the two types of jobs? ________________________________________________

3. Are there more jobs today than five years ago?   YES        NO

4. Who will cut 146,000 jobs by 2017? ________________________________

5. The federal tax rate for corporations in the U.S. is ____________ to ____________ percent.

6. Name five countries where American businesses opened new factories. 

__________________________  _________________________  ________________________

__________________________  _________________________

7. What is the national minimum wage in the U.S.? ______________________

8. By what year does the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics predict that there will be 15.6    

 million new jobs in the U.S.? ______________________

9. In what kind of school can a person learn to be a welder, electrician, or auto mechanic?  

_________________________________________

10. People who work as _____________________  ________________________ create 

websites. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in November

1. Whose heritage do Americans learn about in November? _____________________________

2. On what day do Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans, and other Christian groups go to   

 church to say special prayers for saints? __________________________________

3. What does Dia de los Muertos mean? __________________________________

4. Where do people go to visit the graves of dead family members? ______________________

5. When is Election Day in the U.S. this year? _______________________ 

6. Tell three places where people might go to vote. _________________________________ 

__________________________________    ____________________________________

7. When does Daylight Saving Time end? __________________________________

8. What is the day after Thanksgiving called, when stores have big sales?  

__________________________________

9. Who do Americans honor on November 11?  ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

10. Where is the National Cemetery for American servicemen and women?  

____________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11. What war took place between 1914 and 1918? __________________________________

12. How many soldiers were killed during this war? _______________________________

13. How many civilians? __________________________________

14. What new name did Congress give to Armistice Day in 1954?  

____________________________________

15. What holiday is on the fourth Thursday of November? _____________________________

16. Is it connected to any religion?   YES        NO

17. When did the Pilgrims land in Massachusetts? __________________________________

18. How many Pilgrims were still alive after their first winter? _________________

19. What were the names of the two Indians who spoke English?  

__________________________________ and __________________________________ 

20. Who showed the Pilgrims how to plant vegetables and hunt? ________________________

21. For how many days did the Pilgrims and Indians celebrate? _________________________

III. Events in November (continued)



IV. Boston, Massachusetts

1. In what state is Boston? __________________________________

2. When was Boston founded? __________________________________

3. On what “trail” are there many historic buildings? ______________________________

4. Where can people ride on swan boats in Boston? ___________________________________

5. What is the oldest university in America? __________________________________ 

6. When was it founded? __________________________________

7. What is the oldest church in Boston? ____________________________________ 

8. How old is it? __________________________________

9. In what baseball park do the Boston Red Sox play? _________________________________

10. Name three famous people buried in the Granary Burial Ground. 

_______________________   __________________________   _________________________

11. What is Boston Light? __________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. American Indians

1. What did Columbus call the people he met when he reached America? 

_______________________________

2. Name two diseases killed many Indians. _____________________________ and  

________________________________

3. Who had to give up their land and move west in the 1700s and 1800s? 

_____________________________

4. What animal did white people kill that the Indians needed for food? ___________________

5. Where did all Indian tribes have to live after 1890? _____________________________

6. In what year did the U.S. government give citizenship to American Indians? _____________

7. What kind of schools did the U.S. government force Indian children to go to?  

______________________________________

8. How many American Indians are in the U.S. today? _____________________________

9. Indians from different groups get together to share stories, dance, and play music. What   

 are these meetings called? ________________________________ 



I. Is Our Information Safe?

1. send an email, order food, pay bills, play games, watch a 
video
2. an account
3. the Internet
4. hackers
5. 21.5 million people
6. lawmakers in Congress
7. YES
8. NO
9. the website is secure
10. privacy settings

II. Where are the Jobs?

1. eight million
2. making things and service jobs
3. YES
4. U.S. Postal Service
5. 15 to 35 percent
6. China, India, Mexico, Indonesia, Bangladesh, the 
Dominican Republic
7. $7.25 an hour
8. 2022
9. technical school
10. web developers

III. Events in November

1. American Indians
2. All Saints’ Day
3. Day of the Dead
4. cemeteries
5. November 3
6. schools, fire houses, community centers
7. 2 a.m. on November 1
8. Black Friday
9. the men and women who have served in the U.S. armed 
forces
10. Arlington, Virginia
11. World War I
12. eight and a half million
13. five million
14. Veterans Day
15. Thanksgiving
16. NO

17. December 21, 1620
18. 54
19. Samoset and Squanto
20. Indians
21. three days

IV. Boston, Massachusetts

1. Massachusetts
2. 1630
3. the Freedom Trail
4. in the Boston Public Garden
5. Harvard
6. 1636
7. The Old North Church
8. 300 years old
9. Fenway Park
10. Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Paul Revere
11. a lighthouse

V. American Indians

1. Indians
2. smallpox and measles
3. Indians
4. buffalo
5. reservations
6. 1924
7. boarding schools
8. four million
9. powwows
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