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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, in pairs, 
or in small groups. They can use their newspapers, or 
not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Suez Canal

____________________________ 90% of the worlds’ goods and products are transported by 

sea. Seventy ____________________________ are on big container ships. These ships have 

large crews living and working ____________________________ together. They travel from 

port to port in ____________________________ countries. The pandemic made shipping 

____________________________. Workers got ____________________________ with 

COVID-19. Ports closed to keep the virus ____________________________ spreading. People 

____________________________ products faster than companies could make and ship them. Just as 

companies were ____________________________ to catch up, a large container ship got stuck in the 

Suez Canal. 

The Suez Canal

The ____________________________ Canal is in Egypt in the northeast part of Africa. It is a man-

made waterway that connects the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea. 

      
WORD BANK

	 sick	 	 bought	 	 different	 	 closely	 					Suez

	 from	 	 around	 	 percent	 	 difficult	 					starting
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Renting An Apartment

Are you ____________________________ for a place to live? Most newcomers rent a place 

____________________________. People rent apartments, ____________________________, 

or houses. People who rent are called tenants. They pay ____________________________ to the 

landlord who owns the property. 

How to find a rental property

Tell your friends and family that you are looking for a place to rent. Put a note on the 

bulletin ____________________________ at your work place. Look at the ads in the 

____________________________-estate section of the newspaper or on craigslist.org.

Go to a real-____________________________ website and look at the apartments. 

____________________________ real-estate websites are: Zillow.com, Trulia.com, and Realtor.com. 

Type in your city or ZIP code. You can ____________________________ a price range, the size of the 

apartment, and more. You can see many photos of apartments ____________________________ rent. 
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WORD BANK

			 estate	 rent	 	 	 board		 	 choose	 	 some

	 for	 	 looking	 	 townhouses	 first	 	 	 real



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Armed Forces Day

The ____________________________ Saturday in May (May 15) is Armed Forces Day. It’s a day to 

think about the people who ____________________________ the United States. 

There are six branches of the U.S. Armed Forces: the Army, the Navy, the Marines, the Air 

____________________________, the Coast Guard, and the Space Force. There are 1.4 

____________________________ men and women on active duty today. There are several 

hundred thousand men and women in the Reserves and ____________________________ 

Guard. The U.S. has an all-____________________________ military. There has been no draft 

____________________________ 1972.

The U.S. President is the Commander-in-____________________________ of the 

Armed Forces. The President has a Secretary of Defense to advise him. The Department 

of ____________________________ works in one of the largest office buildings in the 

____________________________, the Pentagon. 

      
WORD BANK

National	 	 Defense	 	 million	 	 Chief		 	 protect

third	 	 	 since		 	 world		 	 Force		 	 volunteer
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Kentucky Derby

Every year, the Kentucky Derby is on the ____________________________ Saturday in May. This 

year it is May 1. This horse race is the “most ____________________________ two minutes in 

sports.” It is at Churchill Downs, in Louisville, ____________________________.  

The Kentucky Derby is for the world’s fastest three-year-old ____________________________. 

The track is one and a quarter (1.25) ____________________________ long. As many as 

____________________________ horses run in the race. The fastest time in Derby history 

was set in 1973 by a horse ____________________________ Secretariat. Secretariat 

____________________________ the distance in one minute and 59.4 seconds. 

In 2020, ____________________________ of COVID, the race was moved to September. People 

were not allowed in the stadium to ____________________________. This year, people will be 

allowed in the stadium to watch, but numbers will be limited.

      
WORD BANK

	 watch	 Kentucky	 	 ran	 	 	 exciting	 	 first

	 miles		 named	 	 because	 	 horses	 	 20
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

From the Civil Rights Movement to Black Lives Matter

The Constitution of the United States and acts of Congress guarantee civil  ______________________ 

to all citizens. However, Black people in the United States have waited a very long time to enjoy 

_________________________ rights. 

The Supreme Court decision of 1954

In 1954, the Supreme Court said that segregated schools were __________________________ the 

Constitution. That ____________________________ that state laws in the South had to change. But 

this did not change the prejudices of many white ____________________________. Some towns in 

the South ____________________________ their public schools to avoid integration.  

The Civil Rights Movement

In ____________________________, 1955, Martin Luther King, Jr. led a boycott to 

____________________________ segregation on buses in Montgomery, Alabama. People stopped 

taking the bus. They ____________________________ to work. A year later, the Supreme Court 

declared that segregation on ____________________________ was unconstitutional.

      
WORD BANK

	 people	 					rights	 	 November	 	 buses	 	 meant

	 against	 					walked	 	 equal		 	 end	 	 	 closed
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

    A        B        C    D

1.   tugboat   container ship  excavator      boat 

2. waterway   canal    Arctic Ocean     Egypt

3.  rent     roommate   security deposit     utilities

4. pets    paycheck stub  letter of reference      job information

5. marcher   Martin Luther King, Jr.   peaceful      non-violent 

6.  murder   assassinate   kill       ban

7.  Lyndon Johnson   Barack Obama  John Kennedy      George Wallace 

8.  John Kennedy  Barack Obama  Malcolm X      Robert Kennedy

9. affirmative action     improve   more jobs      discriminate

10. grandmother   aunt    father        mother

11. nature    phone    computer       TV

12. tai chi    tae kwon do   calligraphy        karate
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. The Suez Canal

1. What percent of the world’s products are transported by sea? _____________________ 

2. What percent are on big container ships? _____________________________________

3. Where is the Suez Canal? ___________________________________________________

4. When was the Suez Canal opened? ____________________________________________

5. How many ships used the canal in 2020? _______________________________________

6. What got stuck in the canal on March 23, 2021? _________________________________

7. How long was it stuck? ___________________________________________________

8. What did they use to free it from the canal? ____________________________________

 and _________________________________________________________________ 

9. What two choices did ships waiting to use the blocked canal have?

 ____________________________________________________________ or 

 _____________________________________________________________

10. When was the line of ships waiting to use the canal finally cleared? _________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II.  Renting An Apartment

1. What do you call a person who pays rent in an apartment? ___________________________

2. Who collects the rent? _________________________

3. How much do most people spend each month on rent? _______________________________

4. A person can pay less money for rent by sharing an apartment with one or two  

 ______________________________.

5. What legal document does a person sign before moving into an apartment? 

 ______________________________

6. What can the landlord use to pay for damage to a property caused by renters?  

 _______________________________________

7. Who announced help for renters who could not pay rent during COVID-19? 

 _______________________________________________

8. Who can give an official eviction order? ____________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in May

1. May is _______________________________________________________ Heritage Month.

2. What day is Cinco de Mayo? _________________________________

3. Who celebrates Cinco de Mayo? _________________________________

4. On May 1 there is a famous horse race. What is it called? ____________________________

5. What horse ran this race the fastest ever? _______________________________________

6. What are the six branches of the U.S. Armed Forces? ______________________________,  

 ________________________________, ________________________________,  

 ________________________________,  _______________________________ and 

 __________________________________

7. How many men and women are on active duty today in the armed forces?  

 __________________________________

8. Who advises the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces? __________________________

9. The second Sunday in May is a day to honor ______________________________________.

10. What holiday is the last Monday in May? _______________________________________

11. Where is the national military cemetery? _______________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in May (continued)

12. Where are there special ceremonies at that cemetery? _______________________________ 

13. To be an officer in the U.S. military, a person must be a ______________________________.

14. What are three forms of martial arts? ___________________________________________,

 __________________________________________,  _______________________________

15. What holiday is often a day of parades and protests? ______________________________

16. Who invaded Mexico in 1862? _________________________________

17. What country did he lead? ______________________

18. When is Screen-Free Week? _________________________________

19. What are some things one can do to unplug during Screen-Free Week? Mark your answers.

 a. walk in the woods  b. read a book  c. play a board game

 d. watch TV    e. bake cookies  f. play a game on an app

 g. visit with family  h. draw a picture  i. internet research
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IV. From Civil Rights Movement to Black Lives Matter

1. What document guarantees civil rights to all Americans? _________________________

2. When did the Supreme Court decide that school segregation was illegal? _________________

3. What Black woman would not give her seat on a bus to a white person?

 ________________________________

4. Who led a bus boycott in Montgomery, Alabama? _________________________

5. What governor of Arkansas did not want Arkansas schools to be integrated in 1957?

 _________________________________________

6. What governor of Alabama said “Segregation today, tomorrow, and forever?” ______________     

 ____________________________

7. What group wanted to separate from white society? __________________________

8. Who was the spokesman for that group? ________________________________

9. Where did 250,000 people march in August, 1963?  _____________________________

10. What president was assassinated in 1963? ___________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. From the Civil Rights Movement to Black Lives Matter (continued)

11. Who signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964? _________________________________

12. What was the name given to people rode buses through the South to protest segregation?   

 ____________________________

13. What law in 1965 opened immigration to the United States to people from Africa, Latin   

 America, and Asia? _____________________________

14. What law in 1968 banned discrimination in renting and buying homes? ___________________ 

 _________________________________

15. Where can you see a video of “Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement?”

   ________________________________

16. What are two songs that marchers sang during the Civil Rights Movement?

 ________________________________________________  _________________________

17. What’s the name of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s wife? ______________________________

18. What four important people were assassinated during the Civil Rights Movement? 

 Tell the year, too.  ________________________________  _______,

 ___________________________  ________,    __________________________  _______,

 __________________________________  _________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. From the Civil Rights Movement to Black Lives Matter (continued)

19. What civil rights group carried guns and talked about revolution? _____________________

20. What laws called for hiring more Black workers and admitting 

 more Black students to college? _______________________________________

21. What percent of American people are black?  _______________

22. When did Americans elect their first Black president? _____________________________

23. Black people’s income is about ___________% of white people’s income.

24. People in the Black Lives Matter group protest about police ________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. The container ship that blocked the Suez Canal created a lot of problems for 
companies who use container ships to transport their products. The companies 
may lose money and the customers will have to wait longer for things in the 
stores. Individually or in small groups, think of new ways to transport goods and 
products. Come up with plans for short distances (in communities, across states, 
within the same country) and long distances (from country to country, overseas, 
etc.). How would you transport the goods? How much would it cost? How long 
would it take for the products to reach their destinations? Share your plans with 
the class.

2. Work in small groups. Each group chooses a place in the U.S. to go on an exciting 
trip. Find out what you’ll want to see, how to get there, what it will cost, how 
long the trip will be, and where you will stay. Have each group share what they 
learned. 

3. Buying homes has become very difficult during the COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
people are looking to rent right now. Look up rental properties in your area on a 
real-estate website. Research what rental prices are near you. Find out what might 
make rent higher or lower. Make a list of all the things would need and want in a 
rental property. How many of the places you found have everything on your list? 
Is the rental price fair in these places? Why or why not? If you are already renting 
your home, how does your rent and space compare to others in your area? 

  
4. Opinion question: The Kentucky Derby is one of the most famous horse races in the 

United States. Millions of people watch this race. Lots of people bet money on 
what horse will win. What do you think about horse racing? Is it good for the 
horses to run? Is it cruel? Is it good to bet money on races? Give reasons why you 
think this way. 

5.  Research famous Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. Choose one and learn more 
about him or her. What makes him or her famous? Where they born here in the 
United States or did they immigrate here? What contributions have they made to 
our country? Share interesting facts about this person and tell why you wanted to 
learn more about him or her. 
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I. The Suez Canal

1. 90%
2. 70%
3. Egypt
4. Novenber 17, 1869
5. more than 18,500
6. a container ship, Ever Given
7. 6 days
8. tugboats and excavators
9. wait or go another way
10. April 3

 
II. Renting A Place to Live

1. tenant
2. landlord
3. between one third and one half of their  
    monthly income
4. roommates
5. a lease
6. the security deposit
7. the U.S. Government
8. a judge

 
III. Events in May

1. Asian American and Pacific Islander
2. May 5
3. Mexican Americans
4. Kentucky Derby
5. Secretariat
6. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard, 
    and Space Force
7. 1.4  million
8. Secretary of Defense
9. mothers
10. Memorial Day
11. Arlington, Virginia
12. Tomb of the Unknowns
13. U.S. citizen
14. karate, tae kwon do, tai chi chuan
15. May Day (May 1)
16. Napoleon III

17. France
18. May 3 to May 9
19. a, b, c, e, g, h

 

IV. From the Civil Rights Movement to 
Black Lives Matter

1. The U.S. Constitution
2. 1954
3. Rosa Parks
4. Martin Luther King, Jr.
5. Orval Faubus
6. George Wallace
7. The Nation of Islam
8. Malcolm X
9. Washington, D.C.
10. President John Kennedy
11. President Lyndon Johnson
12. Freedom Riders
13. Immigration Act of 1965
14. Fair Housing Act of 1968
15. Youtube.com
16. Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Around,  
     We Shall Overcome
17. Coretta Scott King
18. President John Kennedy in 1963,  
     Malcolm X in 1965,  
     Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968,  
     Robert Kennedy in 1968
19. the Black Panthers
20. Affirmative action laws
21. 13.5%
22. 2008
23. 70%
24. brutality

May 2021  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests

©Pifer-Brigham, LLC/Easy English NEWS May 2021. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages 
for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.


	90 of the worlds goods and products are transported by: 
	are on big container ships These ships have: 
	together They travel from: 
	countries The pandemic made shipping: 
	Workers got: 
	with: 
	spreading People: 
	products faster than companies could make and ship them Just as: 
	to catch up a large container ship got stuck in the: 
	Canal is in Egypt in the northeast part of Africa It is a man: 
	for a place to live Most newcomers rent a place: 
	People rent apartments: 
	undefined_4: 
	to the: 
	at your work place Look at the ads in the: 
	estate section of the newspaper or on craigslistorg: 
	website and look at the apartments: 
	realestate websites are Zillowcom Truliacom and Realtorcom: 
	a price range the size of the: 
	rent: 
	Saturday in May May 15 is Armed Forces Day Its a day to: 
	the United States: 
	the Coast Guard and the Space Force There are 14: 
	men and women on active duty today There are several: 
	hundred thousand men and women in the Reserves and: 
	military There has been no draft: 
	1972: 
	of the: 
	works in one of the largest office buildings in the: 
	the Pentagon: 
	Saturday in May This: 
	two minutes in: 
	undefined_7: 
	undefined_8: 
	long As many as: 
	horses run in the race The fastest time in Derby history: 
	Secretariat Secretariat: 
	the distance in one minute and 594 seconds: 
	of COVID the race was moved to September People: 
	This year people will be: 
	The Constitution of the United States and acts of Congress guarantee civil: 
	rights: 
	the: 
	that state laws in the South had to change But: 
	Some towns in: 
	their public schools to avoid integration: 
	1955 Martin Luther King Jr led a boycott to: 
	segregation on buses in Montgomery Alabama People stopped: 
	to work A year later the Supreme Court: 
	was unconstitutional: 
	Date_6: 
	Date_7: 
	1 What percent of the worlds products are transported by sea: 
	2 What percent are on big container ships: 
	3 Where is the Suez Canal: 
	4 When was the Suez Canal opened: 
	5 How many ships used the canal in 2020: 
	6 What got stuck in the canal on March 23 2021: 
	7 How long was it stuck: 
	8 What did they use to free it from the canal: 
	and: 
	or: 
	undefined_10: 
	10 When was the line of ships waiting to use the canal finally cleared: 
	Date_8: 
	1 What do you call a person who pays rent in an apartment: 
	2 Who collects the rent: 
	3 How much do most people spend each month on rent: 
	undefined_11: 
	undefined_12: 
	undefined_13: 
	undefined_14: 
	8 Who can give an official eviction order: 
	Date_9: 
	1 May is: 
	2 What day is Cinco de Mayo: 
	3 Who celebrates Cinco de Mayo: 
	4 On May 1 there is a famous horse race What is it called: 
	5 What horse ran this race the fastest ever: 
	6 What are the six branches of the US Armed Forces: 
	1: 
	2: 
	undefined_15: 
	undefined_16: 
	undefined_17: 
	7 How many men and women are on active duty today in the armed forces: 
	8 Who advises the CommanderinChief of the armed forces: 
	9 The second Sunday in May is a day to honor: 
	10 What holiday is the last Monday in May: 
	11 Where is the national military cemetery: 
	Date_10: 
	12 Where are there special ceremonies at that cemetery: 
	13 To be an officer in the US military a person must be a: 
	14 What are three forms of martial arts: 
	undefined_18: 
	undefined_19: 
	15 What holiday is often a day of parades and protests: 
	16 Who invaded Mexico in 1862: 
	17 What country did he lead: 
	18 When is ScreenFree Week: 
	Date_11: 
	1 What document guarantees civil rights to all Americans: 
	2 When did the Supreme Court decide that school segregation was illegal: 
	undefined_20: 
	4 Who led a bus boycott in Montgomery Alabama: 
	undefined_21: 
	6 What governor of Alabama said Segregation today tomorrow and forever: 
	undefined_22: 
	7 What group wanted to separate from white society: 
	8 Who was the spokesman for that group: 
	9 Where did 250000 people march in August 1963: 
	10 What president was assassinated in 1963: 
	Date_12: 
	11 Who signed the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 
	undefined_23: 
	America and Asia: 
	14 What law in 1968 banned discrimination in renting and buying homes: 
	undefined_24: 
	undefined_25: 
	undefined_26: 
	undefined_27: 
	17 Whats the name of Martin Luther King Jrs wife: 
	Tell the year too: 
	undefined_28: 
	undefined_29: 
	undefined_30: 
	undefined_31: 
	undefined_32: 
	PiferBrigham LLCEasy English NEWS May 2021 Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages: 
	undefined_33: 
	Date_13: 
	19 What civil rights group carried guns and talked about revolution: 
	more Black students to college: 
	21 What percent of American people are black: 
	22 When did Americans elect their first Black president: 
	23 Black peoples income is about: 
	24 People in the Black Lives Matter group protest about police: 
	Date_14: 
	Name 1: 
	Date 1: 
	Name 2: 
	Date 2: 
	Name 3: 
	Date 3: 
	Name 4: 
	Date 4: 
	Name 5: 
	Date 5: 
	Name 6: 
	Name 7: 
	Name_8: 
	Name_9: 
	Name_10: 
	Check Box1: Off
	Check Box2: Off
	Check Box3: Off
	Check Box4: Off
	Check Box5: Off
	Check Box6: Off
	Check Box7: Off
	Check Box8: Off
	Check Box9: Off
	Name_11: 
	Name_12: 
	Name_13: 
	Name_14: 


