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To the Teacher

Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, in pairs, 
or in small groups. They can use their newspapers, or 
not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns:
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book
(newspaper) tests.”

• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Protecting Your Family from Poison

Most homes have toothpaste, soap, __________________________ detergent, and medicine in them. 

When these and other products are __________________________ the right way, they help make 

life better. __________________________ can be dangerous if inhaled or ingested. They can poison 

the person using __________________________ the wrong way. Accidental poisoning has been a 

__________________________ in the United States for many years.  

Unknown poisons

__________________________ in the 1900s, people did not know much about poison. Medicines 

and cleaning products __________________________ not have good labels. People did not 

__________________________ what was in their household products. The government did not have 

rules for how products __________________________ be made. There were not any poison control 

__________________________.

WORD BANK
know     many problem could    early

used     them laundry centers    did
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Watch Your Car!

Car thieves steal more than seven hundred __________________________ (700,000) cars in the 

U.S. each year. Many car thieves __________________________ cut these stolen cars into pieces. 

They often ship the parts to other __________________________. The owners never see their cars 

__________________________.

Other criminals __________________________ cars to use them in a crime. Some teenagers might 

steal a car to go for a __________________________.

Keep your car safe

An experienced car thief can steal a car in __________________________ than a minute. Here are 

some tips from police to __________________________ your car safe:

Never leave your car’s motor __________________________ when you are not in the car. (Not even 

for a minute.) Never leave your __________________________ in the car. When in the city, park in a 

well-lighted area.

WORD BANK
 steal  less  countries  keep  again

 quickly joyride  running  thousand  keys
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Women’s History Month

March is Women’s History Month. Schools often have __________________________ programs to 

teach about women in history. 

A long time ago, only boys __________________________ to read and write. Schools 

for girls __________________________ in the U.S. in the 1800s. Girls learned to read and 

__________________________, but it was unusual for women to go to high school or college. 

The best colleges and universities were for men __________________________. “Why go to 

__________________________?” said some parents. “Girls are only going to get married and take care 

of the house.” __________________________ 1920, women could not vote. In the 1950s, schools still 

had some classes for boys only (woodworking, auto __________________________, and physics); other 

classes were for girls only (__________________________, child care, and sewing). The important high 

school sports __________________________ were for boys only. 

WORD BANK
repairs before     learned  teams      began

college special     cooking  write      only
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Income Tax Time

In __________________________, employers give a W-2 form to each worker. This document shows 

how much money a person __________________________ at work in 2020. It also shows how much 

tax was taken __________________________ by the government. 

Workers can get a refund if they have paid __________________________ much in taxes. 

Low-income workers may also get a tax __________________________. A person has to 

__________________________ an income tax return to get the refund or credit. The IRS website 

has tax forms and __________________________. They are posted at irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-

form-1040. The main tax form is Form 1040. Most people use this form. People born before January 2, 

1956, can use Form 1040-SR.

There are places that help immigrants, __________________________ people, and low-income 

workers file their returns. __________________________ of COVID-19, many of these places have 

different rules and hours than past years. Search for these places at irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep. 

Thursday, April 15 is the __________________________ for filing taxes this year.

WORD BANK
deadline	 earned	 instructions		 file	 out

 too  because  February  older  credit
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Green! What Does It Mean?

You will see a lot of green on St. Patrick’s Day this __________________________. Green was the 

color of the __________________________ Catholic flag. It is also the color of Ireland.

Green is a sign of nature and a __________________________ of spring.

Greens are vegetables, __________________________ leafy vegetables. A green salad is made from 

leafy green __________________________.

A green is an open space in town, __________________________ with short grass. “We had a picnic 

on the village green.” A __________________________ green is the carefully cut grassy area around 

each hole on a golf course.

Green can mean jealous or envious. “Paul was green with __________________________ when he 

saw my new car.” “Rachel turned green __________________________ her sister won the prize.”

A green thumb is an ability to __________________________ plants. “My mother has a green 

thumb.”

WORD BANK
 grow  month  vegetables  sign  golf

 Irish  envy  especially  covered  when
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park

The Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical Park __________________________ 

the story of Harriet Tubman. It is on the __________________________ border of the Blackwater 

National Wildlife Refuge in Maryland. Harriet Tubman spent her life as a slave in this area of 

__________________________. When she was in her 20s, she __________________________ to 

Philadelphia to be free. She went back to Maryland __________________________ times. She helped 

__________________________ her family and other slaves.

The park has 480 __________________________ of land with a large garden and a visitor center. 

The visitor center opened on __________________________ 10, 2017. When people visit,  they enter 

__________________________ the south door of the building. Then __________________________ 

move north through exhibits. 

WORD BANK
March    escaped  Maryland  acres    tells

many     through  northern  they    free
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

    A        B         C        D

1.  inhaled ingested absorbed  vomiting

2.  cough medicine  mouthwash chocolate  gasoline

3. poison ivy wild berries poison oak poison sumac

4.  cooked meat  onions raisins  house plants

5.  clock autumn equinox  spring

6.  pot of gold lamb shamrock  leprechaun

7.  physics cooking sewing  child care

8. Stewart’s Canal Stanley Institute Jerusalem Bucktown Store

9.  cop black add hat

10.  thief carjacker criminal  valet

11. driver’s license proof of insurance parking garage  registration

12.  freedom massacre citizenship  right to vote
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Protecting Your Family from Poison

1. Some household products are dangerous if inhaled or ingested.      TRUE  FALSE

2. What type of poisoning has been a problem in the U.S. for many years? _________________

3. When is National Poison Prevention Week? ________________________________________

4. Who hoped that National Poison Prevention Week would bring awareness to poisoning in the

United States? _____________________________ and _____________________________

5. What household products might be poisonous if used the wrong way? Mark your answers.

a. laundry detergent pods b. glass cleaner c. milk

d. mouthwash e. cough medicine f. apples

g. nail polish remover h. chocolate i. gasoline

6. What poisonous plants make a person itch? ________________________________,

 ____________________________,   __________________________________ 

7. What poison comes from spider and snake bites? __________________________________

8. What group of people are poisoned the most in the U.S.? _____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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9. What do laundry detergent pods and medicine tablets look like to children? _____________

10. What household items are poisonous for pets? Mark your answers.

a. house plants b. grapes c. human medicine d. onions

e. raisins f. bread g. water h. tea

i. coffee j. dog food k. cat food l. garlic

11. Where should you store household cleaning products? ____________________________

 or ______________________________________

12. Who should you call if you think someone around you has been poisoned?

_____________________________________________________________

13. What is the number for poison control?  _________________________________________

I. Protecting Your Family from Poison (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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1. Whose history do people celebrate in the month of March? ___________________________

2. How many justices on the Supreme Court are women? _______________________________

3. The weather at the beginning of March is often like which animal? ____________________

4. The weather at the end of March is often like which animal? _________________________

5. Which animal is more gentle? __________________________

6. When is Read Across America Day? __________________________________

7. Whose “birthday” is it? ________________________________

8. When does Daylight Saving Time begin? ________________________________________

9. What saying helps people remember which way to turn the clock?

 ________________________________________________________________________

10. What two meanings does spring have? __________________________________________

11. What two meanings does fall have? _____________________________________________

12. Who was the patron saint of Ireland? __________________________________________

13. What holiday did the Irish bring to America? _____________________________________

II. Events in March



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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14. What color do people wear on this day? ___________________________

15. What document shows how much a worker earned in the past year? ___________________

16. A person may get a tax refund if they paid   TOO LITTLE  / TOO MUCH   in taxes.

17. What main tax form do most people use?  _____________________________

18. When is the deadline for filing an income tax return this year? _______________________

19. What is the first day of Holy Week? ____________________________________________

20. What do people say on this day? ______________________________________________

21. What animal carried Jesus into Jerusalem? ______________________________________

22. The day and the night are both 12 hours long on the vernal _________________________.

23. What Jewish holiday begins at sundown on March 27 this year? ______________________

24. What special dinner do Jewish families have to celebrate it? _________________________

25. What story do they read? _____________________________________________________

26. What happens to the Egyptian army in this story? _________________________________

27. What happens to the Jewish people at the end of this story? _________________________

II. Events in March (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical
Park

1. Where did Harriet Tubman live when she was a slave? _______________________________

2. How tall was she? _____________________________

3. How old was she when she escaped to freedom? ___________________________________

4. How many acres of land does the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad National Historical

 Park have? ______________________

5. When did the visitor center open? ____________________________________________

6. People move from _______________________ to ________________________ through the

 visitor center.

7. How long is the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway? _______________________

8. How many places are there to visit on the byway? ________________________________

9. What school is one of Maryland’s oldest schools organized by the Black community?

 ___________________________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War

1. When was the Civil War? From ____________ to _____________

2. Where did almost all of the battles of the Civil War take place?     NORTH  SOUTH

3. What president was assassinated in 1865? _________________________________

4. Who became president then? _________________________________________

5. What acts did Congress pass in 1867? _______________________________________

6. Match each amendment with its number: 13th, 14th, or 15th.

a. Which amendment gave Black men 21 and older the right to vote? __________

b. Which amendment freed the slaves in the United States? __________

c. Which amendment gave Black people United States citizenship? __________

7. In what order were these men president?

  Rutherford B. Hayes; Andrew Johnson; Abraham Lincoln; Ulysses S. Grant

a. 1861 _____________________________    b. 1865 _____________________________

c. 1869 _____________________________    d. 1877 _____________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War (continued)

8. The newly freed black people had no money to buy land, so many of them became

 _________________________________.

9. What organization helped the newly freed black people with tools, food, clothing, and

schools?  _______________________________________

10. Which political party had “freed the slaves?” _____________________________________

11. How many black men were elected to government office during Reconstruction?

 ________________________________

12. What massacre was “the moment that freedom died?” _________________________________

13. Which political party ruled the South after the U.S. Army left? __________________________

14. What was one of the white terrorist groups that stopped black people from voting?

 _______________________________________

15. What was another name for segregation laws that kept black and white people separate?

 ________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Think about the products you have around your house that may be poisonous. Make
a list of these items. Find them and see how you are storing them. Are they stored 
in a safe place? If not, how can you change how they are stored so that they are 
safe? Create a family plan to talk about the poisons in the house, who can use 
them, and how to use them safely.

2. Are there some jobs that should only be for men? Are there some jobs that should
only be for women? What are some things that women in the United States can do 
that women in your home countries can’t do? Is it good for women to be able to 
do these things? Yes or No. Explain why you feel this way.

3. St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish holiday that is celebrated by many people in the United
States today. Everyone is invited to be Irish for a day. What is one holiday 
from your home country that you would like to see people in the United States 
celebrate? How would people celebrate it? Explain all about the holiday and how 
you think it should be celebrated in the United States.

4. Harriet Tubman’s family asked the United States and Maryland to protect the land in
Maryland where Harriet and her family were slaves. They asked for many years 
before the government passed a bill to protect the land. Why do you think they 
wanted the land protected? Is it important to pass laws to protect areas of land in 
the United States? If we didn’t have the national parks to protect some of land in 
the U.S., what might happen to that land? Is there any land in the United States 
that you think should be protected? Tell about it.

5. Use harriettubmanbyway.org to research the places on the Harriet Tubman
Underground Railroad Byway. Find places that interest you. Explain why they 
seem interesting to you. Plan a visit to the byway. How would you get there? How 
long would it take for you to get there? What would you like to see? How long 
would you plan to stay? What would you pack to take with you? 
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I. Protecting Your Family from Poison

1. TRUE
2. accidental poisoning
3. the 3rd week of March
4. John F. Kennedy and Congress
5. a, b, d, e, g, i
6. poison ivy, poison oak, poison sumac
7. venom
8. young children/ children under 6
9. candy
10. a, b, c, d, e, h, i, l
11. in a high cabinet and in a locked cabinet
12. poison control
13. 1-800-222-1222

II. Events in March

1. Women’s history
2. three
3. lion
4. lamb
5. lamb
6. March 2
7. Dr. Seuss
8. 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 14
9. Spring forward; fall back
10. a. spring the season   b. verb: to jump
11. a. fall the season   b. verb: to move down
12. St. Patrick
13. St. Patrick’s Day
14. green
15. W-2 form
16. TOO MUCH
17. 1040
18. April 15
19. Palm Sunday
20. Hosanna
21. donkey
22. equinox
23. Passover
24. Seder
25. Moses and the 1st Passover
26. they drowned
27. they were free

III. Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad
National Historical Park

1. Maryland
2. 5 feet
3. in her 20s
4. 480
5. March 10, 2017
6. south to north
7. 125 miles
8. 30 places
9. Rock School / Stanley Institute

IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War

1. 1861 to 1865
2. SOUTH
3. Abraham Lincoln
4. Andrew Johnson
5. The Reconstruction Acts
6. a.  15th   b. 13th   c.  14th
7. a. Abraham Lincoln b. Andrew Johnson

c. Ulysses S. Grant   d. Rutherford B. Hayes
8. sharecroppers
9. Freedmen’s Bureau
10. Republican Party
11. more than 2,000
12. Colfax Massacre
13. Democratic Party
14. Ku Klux Klan
15. Jim Crow laws

March 2021  
Answers to Easy English NEWS 

Short-Answer Tests
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