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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, in pairs, 
or in small groups. They can use their newspapers, or 
not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

International Asteroid Day

Scientists have been __________________________ asteroids for hundreds of years. They 

believe it is important to identify asteroids in space __________________________ they 

could be dangerous to the earth. Groups organized events and made plans to create awareness 

__________________________asteroids around the world. 

In 2016, the United Nations General Assembly officially __________________________ June 30 as 

International Asteroid Day. The purpose of the __________________________ is to educate people 

about asteroids.

Asteroids can tell us about the __________________________ of the earth and of the Solar 

System. Asteroids __________________________ be a future source of minerals. If a large 

__________________________ hits the earth, it would cause a terrible disaster. Scientists must learn 

how to __________________________ that, if possible. 

What are asteroids? Where do asteroids come from? 

Four and a half __________________________ years ago, the Solar System began to form. 

      
WORD BANK

 asteroid  about     studying    because  day

 beginnings  billion     declared    prevent  could
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Are You Going to the Beach?

Thirty states have beaches on the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the ________________________ 

of Mexico, or the Great Lakes. There are beaches on __________________________ other lakes and 

rivers, too.

Many beaches are reopening for the __________________________ after COVID-19 restrictions kept 

people away last year. Beaches __________________________ outdoor space to social distance, enjoy 

cool breezes and water sports, build sand castles, and have fun with the whole family. 

Safety at the beach 

Swimming in the ocean is not like __________________________ in a pool. There are some extra 

__________________________.

Rip currents are dangerous. Water __________________________ the surface rushes away from the 

shore like a very fast river. It can carry a swimmer far __________________________ from shore. 

Swim __________________________ at beaches with a lifeguard. Ask the 

__________________________ where it is safe to swim.

      
WORD BANK

	 many		 below	 	 swimming	 	 offer	 	 dangers

 Gulf  summer  lifeguard  only  away
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Flag Day

The “Stars and __________________________” became the flag of the United States on June 14, 

1777. June 14 is the __________________________ flag’s birthday. 

In 1776, the thirteen English colonies were fighting for __________________________ from Britain. 

They __________________________ a flag to show that they were united. The first American flag had 

thirteen red and __________________________ stripes. Each stripe __________________________ 

one of the colonies that wanted to become independent. There were thirteen white stars in a 

__________________________ on a field of blue.

Today, there are 50 stars, one for each state. But there are still 13 stripes—one for each of the original 

thirteen states. 

People fly flags __________________________ their homes and businesses on Flag Day. Banks, 

__________________________, and post offices are not closed. 

In a lot of schools, students say the __________________________ of Allegiance to the flag each day. 

      
WORD BANK

 American  Pledge    represented      schools  circle

 needed  outside    independence      Stripes  white
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Weddings

Here comes the bride 

June is the traditional __________________________ for weddings. Churches, halls, and caterers 

are usually very __________________________ in the month of June. Last year, weddings were 

very small or __________________________. This year, people are __________________________ 

weddings will return to normal. Couples hope to have __________________________ and receptions 

this June!

Why is June so popular for weddings?

In __________________________ Rome, Juno was the goddess of marriage. The month of 

__________________________ is named for her. 

__________________________ said that Juno would bring extra happiness to couples who married in 

her month. 

Today, many couples still __________________________ it is very romantic to be married in June. 

The weather is usually warm and __________________________. 

      
WORD BANK

 month   sunny  ceremonies   people  think

 ancient   busy  canceled    hoping  June
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Sore Muscles

The most common cause of muscle soreness is not __________________________ oxygen (O2) 

getting to the muscle cells. 

Our cells burn glucose to release clean energy to __________________________ your muscles. This 

process of metabolism also produces carbon __________________________ (CO2) and water. We 

breathe out the carbon dioxide and some of the __________________________. The body reuses the 

__________________________ of the water.  

Most of the time, metabolism is complete, and there is nothing __________________________ over. 

But when we use our __________________________ longer or harder than usual, 

they cannot get oxygen __________________________ enough. Then glucose does not 

__________________________ completely. It leaves an __________________________. 

      
WORD BANK

 enough     dioxide  rest  burn    move

 acid      muscles  fast  water    left
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Birth of the United States

The “rights of Englishmen”

Before 1775, Britain ruled the colonies. American colonists began to fight 

__________________________ Britain in April, 1775. However, they did not think about 

independence at that __________________________. They __________________________ only 

their “rights as Englishmen.” They sent petitions to __________________________ George III. They 

begged the king to __________________________ the war. 

King George called the __________________________ leaders traitors. He sent more British 

__________________________ to fight the Americans.

“Common Sense”

A colonist, Thomas Paine, __________________________ a little book called Common Sense. In 

it, Paine wrote: Is it common __________________________ for an island to rule a continent? Why 

should we fight only for our rights? Why not fight for our freedom! People in all the colonies read that 

book. Many thought that __________________________ was a good idea.

      
WORD BANK

 King  wrote       independence  time    soldiers

 stop  against      American  sense   wanted
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

     A       B        C     D

1.   asteroid   orbit    meteorite        meteor  
 

2.   impact    Tunguska   Chelyabinsk       dinosaur    
   

3.   NASA   Psyche   Bennu        Didymos  
 

4.   damage   launch   crater          blast wave

5.   mountain   stream   lake          river

6.   hiking   fishing   camping         writing

7.   Thomas Paine  George Washington Loyalists         Patriots  
 

8.   Saratoga   Lexington   Yorktown         Philadelphia

9.   Atlantic Ocean  Rocky Mountains Gulf of Mexico        Great Lakes

10.   rip currents   sharks   jellyfish         lifeguards

11.   SPF    ultraviolet rays  water          sunscreen 

12.   republic   stars    stripes         banner 
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. International Asteroid Day

1. What day is International Asteroid Day? ______________________________

2. This is the anniversary of a 1908 asteroid impact in Russia. What was the name of that impact?  
 
  ____________________________

3. The sun, the eight planets, asteroids, and other objects belong to the  
  
  ________________________________.

4. Tell the names of the eight planets. _____________________, ________________________, 
 
  ________________________, ______________________, ________________________,  
 
  ________________________, ______________________, and _______________________.

5. Where are most of the asteroids? In the _____________________________, between the  
 
  orbits of  ___________________ and ___________________.

6. How big is the largest asteroid? _______________________________ miles in diameter.

7. About how many tons of asteroids hit the earth every day? ___________________________

8. What is another name for an asteroid that enters the earth’s atmosphere? ________________

9. How much of the earth’s surface is made up of water? __________________

10. Where can you see the craters made by asteroids? __________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

11. a. Where did NASA and the European Space Agency send a spacecraft in 2016?   
 
  _______________________________.  
 
 b. When will a space craft come back with a sample from the asteroid? ___________

12. Where is NASA sending DART sometime between November 2021 and February 2022? 
 
  ___________________________________

13. How wide was the asteroid that collided with Earth in Siberia in 1908?________________

14. Where did a large asteroid impact Earth in 2013? ____________________________

15. How fast was it going? _____________________________________

16. How many years ago did 70% of life on Earth die? _______________________________

17. Which agency of NASA has the job to detect and track asteroids that could hit earth?  
 
  _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. How long of a warning would NASA need to send a rocket to change the orbit of an  
 
  asteroid that was heading to the earth? ___________________________

19. What is the name of the spacecraft that will measure how much DART changed the 

  asteroid’s orbit and the crater it created? ________________________________________

I. International Asteroid Day (continued)
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II. Are You Going to the Beach?

1. How many states have beaches on the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Gulf of

Mexico, or on the Great Lakes? ________________

2. What runs like a fast river under the surface of the water near the shore?

 ______________________________

3. What product can protect your skin from sunburn? _________________________

4. At what times do sharks look for food? _________________________

5. What kind of sea animal can sting a person at the beach?

 _________________________

6. When is “Clean Beaches Week”?  ________________   to   _________________

7. Always swim alone.           YES          NO

8. Throw sand.          YES          NO

9. Play your music softly.         YES            NO

10. Leave garbage on the beach.             YES           NO
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in June and July

1. What day is Flag Day?  _________________________

2. How many stars does the U.S. flag have? _________________________

3. What do the stars represent? _________________________

4. How many stripes does the U.S. flag have? _________________________

5. What do the stripes represent? _________________________

6. What do Americans honor when they say the Pledge of Allegiance? ___________________

7. What day is Father’s Day? _________________________

8. How many stay-at-home dads are in the U.S.? _________________________

9. What document does a graduate receive at graduation? _________________________

10. What do graduates wear at graduation? _______________ and ____________________

11. When is the first day of summer? _________________________

12. What is the most popular month for weddings? _________________________

13. What do Americans celebrate on the Fourth of July?  _________________________
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IV. Rocky Mountain National Park

1. In what state is Rocky Mountain National Park? ________________________

2. How many lakes are in the park? _________________________

3. What is the tallest mountain peak in the park? _________________________________

4. How tall is it? _________________________ above sea level.

5. How many people visit Rocky Mountain National Park each year?

 _________________________ 

6. What covers the tops of the mountains for most of the year? ______________________

7. What is the weather in summer in the lower grasslands? ____________ and ________________

8. Is the tundra in the lower parts of the park or the higher parts of the mountains?

 _____________________________

9. Is Rocky Mountain National Park open in the winter?            YES            NO

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. The Birth of the United States

1. In what year did American colonists begin to fight against Britain?

_________________________

2. Who was the king of Britain at that time? _________________________

3. What book by Thomas Paine made Americans want to fight for independence?

_________________________

4. In what city was the Declaration of Independence signed? ____________________________

5. Which army had better-trained soldiers, uniforms, more ammunition and money?

THE BRITISH  THE AMERICANS

6. What other soldiers did Britain send to fight the Americans? _______________________

7. What were the people living in the colonies who did not want to fight for independence called?

________________________

8. What did the people who fought against the British call themselves? ________________

9. Who was the commander-in-chief of the American army? _________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Pifer-Brigham, LLC/Easy English NEWS June 2021. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages 
for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



V. The Birth of the United States (continued)

10. Some important people helped Americans win their independence.

Which of these countries did they come from? Write the country on the line. 

 Poland  France  Germany

a. Marquis de Lafayette  __________________________

b. Johann De Kalb __________________________

c. Casimir Pulaski __________________________

d. Baron von Steuben  __________________________

e. Thaddeus Kosciuszko  __________________________

11. Which country helped the Americans defeat the British at Yorktown? ____________________

12. In what year did Britain sign a peace treaty with the Americans? _________________

13. What river became the western border of the new United States?

 _____________________________________________

14. Which group of people left the United States because it was not safe for them?

 _________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions
Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Human beings are generally not very good at planning for possible events in the
future. If NASA warned that your town was in an asteroid’s risk corridor, and the 
danger of the asteroid hitting was 1%, ten years in the future, what actions would 
you take? If the danger was 25% and one year in the future, what actions would 
you take? If the danger was 80% tomorrow, what actions would you take?

2. What does love mean to you? What are ten qualities you might look for in a life
partner? If a person has only five of these qualities, would that be enough?

3. How long do you think two people should know each other before deciding to get
married? Marriage is “until death do you part.” But the divorce rate is about 50%. 
How do you explain that? What advice would you give young people who plan to 
get married? Should a person’s parents choose his or her life partner? Why or why 
not?

4. Imagine you are going to visit Rocky Mountain National Park or some other national
park in the U.S.  How far is it from you? How will you get there? What season 
will you want to be there? What attractions will you want to see? Where will you 
stay when you are there? What will the costs be? What value do you intend to get 
from the visit?

5. What do you think might have happened if Thomas Paine had not written the book
 “Common Sense”?

6. Why did the French want to help the American colonies to fight against Britain?
What do you think might have happened without this help?

7. Research the role of women in the colonies and in the American Revolution. Report
stories of famous women of the time to the class. 

8. Research the history of the Loyalists in Canada. If you had lived during
Revolutionary times, would you have been a Loyalist or a Patriot? Tell the 
reasons for your choice.
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I. International Asteroid Day

1. June 30
2. Tunguska
3. Solar System
4. Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,

Uranus, and Neptune
5. asteroid belt; Mars; Jupiter
6. 600 miles
7. 100 tons
8. meteor
9. 70%
10. the moon
11. a. the asteroid Bennu  b. 2023
12. Didymos
13. about 120 feet wide
14. Chelyabinsk, Russia
15. 42,000 miles per hour
16. sixty-six million years ago
17. the Planetary Defense Coordination Office
18. 20 years
19. HERA

II. Are You Going to the Beach?

1. 30
2. rip current
3. sunscreen or sunblock
4. evening and early morning
5. jellyfish
6. July 1 to July 7
7. NO
8. NO
9. YES
10. NO

III. Events in June and July

1. June 14
2. 50
3. each U.S. state
4. 13
5. the original 13 states
6. flag of the U.S.A.
7. June 20

8. 1,400,000
9. diploma
10. caps and gowns
11. June 20
12. June
13. Independence Day; the birthday of the U.S.

IV. Rocky Mountain National Park

1. Colorado
2. 147
3. Longs Peak
4. 14,259 feet above sea level
5. 4.5 million
6. snow
7. warm and humid
8. higher parts
9. YES

V. The Birth of the United States

1. 1775
2. King George III
3. Common Sense
4. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
5. The British
6. German soldiers
7. Loyalists
8. Patriots
9. George Washington
10. a. France b. Germany c. Poland 

d. Germany e. Poland
11. France
12. 1783
13. Mississippi River
14. Loyalists

June 2021  
Answers to Easy English NEWS 

Short-Answer Tests
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