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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

This exercise provides vocabulary, logic, and 
discussion practice. Students read the four words in 
each row, and decide which three words go together 
and which one does not. There are possibly more than 
one answer in this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______.  A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.   
And so forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after reading the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

The Inauguration 2021

Election results

The final _______________________ vote count was 81,282,376 votes for Joe Biden and 74,222,576  

votes for Donald Trump. The electoral college cast their votes for _______________________ on 

December 14. Biden received 306 electoral votes. Trump got 232. The votes then went to Washington, 

D.C. where _______________________ will count them on January 6. 

Donald Trump tried to get the election _______________________. His lawyers had 51 

lawsuits saying that there was _______________________ in the election. Judges in these 

cases did not see _______________________ of any fraud. Trump’s lawyers then went to the 

_______________________ Court. They _______________________ that state courts had no right to 

change the dates for mail-in votes to be counted. The Supreme Court _______________________ the 

case. The Court said that one state cannot _______________________ the way another state holds its 

elections. 

      
WORD BANK

Congress  overturned  rejected argued  popular

fraud   president  proof  Supreme  control
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      WORD BANK

protect  President  I  best  solemnly

States  United  Oath  execute Constitution

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

The	Presidential	Oath	of	Office

“I do _______________________ swear that _______________________ 

will faithfully _______________________ the Office of the 

_______________________ of the United _______________________, 

and will to the _______________________ of my ability, preserve, 

_______________________ and defend the _______________________ 

of the _______________________ States.” —The President’s 

_______________________ of Office from the U.S. Constitution
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Three Vaccines

 

 On December 12, the _______________________ Drug Administration (FDA) approved  

Pfizer’s _______________________ to prevent COVID-19. A week later, the FDA was ready to 

_______________________ a vaccine from Moderna, and soon, a _______________________ 
vaccine from AstraZeneca.

Doctors call the success of the vaccines a _______________________. With other diseases, it took 

many _______________________ to develop and test a vaccine. 

Operation Warp _______________________ paid for the rapid development of the vaccines. 

Who will get the vaccine _______________________?

The first people to get the vaccine are _______________________ care workers and people in nursing 

_______________________. 

      
WORD BANK

miracle  years  homes  Federal  Speed

vaccine	 	 first	 	 health	 	 approve	 	 third
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

National Religious Freedom Day

Religious freedom is one of the most _______________________ rights in our country. 

People have come to the United States from all over the _______________________ 

to be free to practice  their _______________________. Some of America’s earliest 

immigrants, the Pilgrims, came here from _______________________ in 1620. They 

were _______________________ in England. In America, they could have their own 

_______________________. 

On January 16, 1786, the state of _______________________ passed a Statute for Religious 

Freedom. This statute (written by Thomas _______________________) became the basis  for 

the First _______________________  to the U.S. Constitution  the next year. January 16 is the 

date for National Religious Freedom Day.

The First Amendment says that the _______________________ may not establish  a religion. 

      
WORD BANK

England	 	 government	 world		 	 Virginia	 	 Jefferson

important  religions  persecuted  Amendment church
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Harriet Tubman

Harriet Ross was born a slave in _______________________ in 1820. She dreamed of 

_______________________ all the time. She _______________________ John Tubman, a free 

Black man. When Harriet learned that her master was going to _______________________ 

her, she decided to run away. She knew if she could get to Pennsylvania she 

_______________________ be free. Her _______________________ did not want to leave. 

Her journey  was very _______________________. Her master sent a search party  after 

her. But she got help along the Underground _______________________, and finally got to 

freedom. 

In Philadelphia, she worked and saved her _______________________. She joined a group 

of _______________________ . She decided to become a conductor  on the Underground 

Railroad and lead others to freedom. 

      WORD BANK
freedom  sell  married  abolitionists money

Maryland  would dangerous  husband  Railroad
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A      B      C     D

1.  December 14 December 25  January 6  January 20

2.  overturn  preserve   protect  defend 

3.   protest  marching bands  parade  inaugural ball 

4.   Pfizer  AstraZeneca  Moderna  pandemic

5.   dose   immunity   vaccine  side effects

6.   Christian  religion   Muslim  Jewish 

7.  rice syrup  honey   insulin  sugar  

8.  Harriet Tubman Frederick Douglass abolitionists slave traders

9.  reader  owner   manager  director 

10.   intelligence  experience   publisher  perspective

11.   calendar  history   government civics

12.   goal   resolution   habit   equality



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. The Inauguration, 2021
1. On what day will Donald Trump’s term as president end? ___________ ____________

2. At what time will Joe Biden take the oath of office _____________________

3. What official will swear in Joe Biden? ____________________________________
  
4. In what document is the president’s Oath of Office? _____________________________

5. In what city will the inauguration be?  ______________________________

6. What is the official music to announce the President? __________________________

7. In front of what building will the inauguration be? _______________________________

 
8. Did Joe Biden win the popular vote?   YES    NO

9.  How many electoral votes did he win? __________________________________________

10. When did the Electoral College cast their votes? __________________________________

11. On what day did Congress count the votes? ______________________________________



II. The Vaccines Are Coming

1. What disease will the new vaccine prevent? ______________________________

2. What three companies have produced a vaccine so far? __________________________

 _______________________________________________________

3. What organization approved the vaccines? ____________________________________

4. What project created the vaccines in a very short time? ________________________
 _____________________________. 

5. By when may most people get a vaccine if they want one? ______________________

6. Who will be the first people to get the vaccine? _______________________________

7. How many doses does a person need of the vaccine? ____________________________

8. Who will give the vaccines to people? ______________________________________

 _____________________________________________________

9.  Will the vaccine be free?   YES     NO

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. The Calendar

Who or what were these calendar terms named for?  

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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  Write the letter and the word from the WORD BANK

1. Sunday  _________________________________

2. Monday _________________________________

3. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday ___________________ 

 _________________________________

4. Friday ____________________________________

5. Saturday __________________________________

6. January ___________________________________

7. February __________________________________

8. March ____________________________________ 

9. April _____________________________________

10. May _____________________________________ 

11. June _____________________________________

12. July _____________________________________ 

13. August ___________________________________

14. September ________________________________

15. October __________________________________

16. November ________________________________

17. December ________________________________

 WORD BANK 

a. Norse goddess

b. the planet Saturn

c. the planet Mars

d. the Sun

e. the Moon

f. Latin word for tenth month

g. Latin word for the ninth month

h. Latin word for the eighth month

i. Latin word for the seventh month

j. the Roman god Janus

k. 

l. the Latin word aperere to open

m. the festival of cleaning

n. a Roman emperor Julius Caesar

o. a Roman emperor Augustus Caesar

p. the Roman goddess Juno

q. the Roman goddess Maia

r. Norse gods Tiww, Woden, and Thor



IV. Events in January

1. On what day do many people make resolutions? _______________________________

2. Where would the Rose Parade be? ___________________________________________

3. What is one symbol of the new year? _________________________________________

4. When is Orthodox Christmas? _______________________________________________

5. What calendar do Orthodox Christians use for their holidays? ______________________

6. What was Martin Luther King, Jr.’s occupation? __________________________________

7. When did MLK Jr. lead the Civil Rights movement?__________________________________

8. When did MLK Jr. lead a great march on Washington? ________________________________

9. When did Congress pass the Civil Rights Act? _____________________________________ 

10. What prize did MLK Jr. win? ____________________________________________________

11. Who killed MLK Jr.?   When? ____________________________________________________

12. What day is National Religious Freedom Day? _____________________________________

13. Who wrote the Statute for Religious Freedom for the state of Virginia? _________________

14. Which amendment to the Constitution says that Congress will not establish a religion for the  

 United States? _________________________________

15. What percent of Americans are: a. Christian ______ b. Jewish ______ c. Muslim ______

 d. Buddhist _______ e. Hindu _______ f. No religion _______

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Dr. Ali: Can Too Much Sugar Shorten Your Life?

1.  Which of these things can be caused by sugar or made worse by sugar? Circle all answers

 a. obesity  b. tooth decay c. leg cramps  d. depression  e. inflamed joints

 f. cancer  g. diabetes  h. broken arm i. pimples  j. arthritis

 k. pregnancy  l. auto accidents m. degenerative diseases n. addiction

2.  When complex sugar is digested, it becomes ______________________________________.

3.  Where are the glands that produce insulin? ________________________________________

4.  Sugar is addictive. The more you eat, the _____________ you want. (LESS    MORE)

5.  Which of these are names for sugar:  
 
 a. corn syrup  b. rice syrup  c. oatmeal d. honey 

 e. sucrose  f. cocoa  g. dextrose h. maltose 

 i. hamburger  j. maple syrup   k. coffee 

6. Artificial sweeteners are much better for you than sugar   YES    NO

7. A natural sweetener to replace sugar is _____________________.

 



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

VI.  Slavery in America

1. Who were the first Europeans to come to America? ______________________________ and        
         __________________________

2. In what year did the first African Slaves come to America? _____________________________

3. To what colony did they come? ___________________________________________________

4. What was the first British colony in North America? ___________________________________

5. Who were the first workers in that colony? ___________________________________________

6. After how many years did an indentured servant get his freedom? _________________________

7. In what year did the colony get African slaves? ________________________________________

8. In what year did Virginia pass a law to make slavery legal? _______________________________

9. Name three groups of people who became rich from slavery? ______________________________

 ________________________________________   and _______________________________

10. Who was the first person killed in the rebellion against Britain? ____________________________

11. How many slaves and free Blacks help the Americans win the War for Independence? ___________

12. Which states would not join the union if slavery were illegal? ______________________________

13. In what year did the Constitution say that the slave trade from Africa must end? ________________
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VI.  Slavery in America (continued) 

14. How many African slaves were in the British colonies in 1800? _______________________

15. About what percent of free blacks owned slaves? _______________

16. What crop became very important after 1810? _______________________

17. Until what year did slavery continue in the South? ___________________

18. What documents gave rules for treating slaves? _________________________

19. About how many slave rebellions were there before the Civil War? ________________________

20.  What group of northerners worked hard to make slavery illegal? _____________________________

21. Who was an abolitionist who tried to get weapons for slaves so they could rebel?     
 _____________________________________________

22. What book did Harriet Beecher Stowe write that told northerners the cruelty of slavery?
 ___________________________________________

23.  Who was a runaway slave who spoke at many Anti Slavery meetings? ________________________

24. What newspaper did he publish from 1847 to 1860? ____________________________________

25. About how many slaves used the Underground Railroad to get to the North? __________________

26. Who was a famous “conductor” on the underground railroad? ________________________________

27. By what name did slaves call her? ______________________________________

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions

 1. What are the purposes of a swearing-in ceremony for a president, a police officer, or a new 
citizen? 

 2.  What’s more important: a parade, parties, and balls on the day of inauguration, or preventing 
the spread of COVID-19 by cancelling those activities? 

 3.  Who should decide who gets a vaccine before others: States?  Each town? How would you 
decide?

 4. Work with a partner or in a small group. Create a calendar, without using our Gregorian or 
Julian calendar as a model. Use the following pieces of information:

  The earth takes 365 1/4 days to complete an orbit around the sun. The moon takes an average of 29 1/4 
earth days to orbit the earth. 

  During the year, there are equinoxes, 182 1/2 days apart. On these days, hours of daylight and darkness 
are equal. There is a solstice 91 1/4 days after an equinox. There are more daylight hours in the 
northern hemisphere on the summer solstice. There are more hours of darkness on the winter solstice 
in the northern hemisphere. 

 a. When will your new year begin?   b. What divisions will you have in your year?  
 c. What will you name the divisions?  d. What will you name the days?

  What difficulties do you find in making this calendar? 

4.   What confusions can happen between two countries that use different calendars?

5.   In the 1700s and 1800s, laws in the British colonies permitted people to own other people who 
had to work for them without pay. Imagine you had a time machine and could go back to 
those days. What would you do to help end slavery? 

6.  In 1776, the Declaration of Independence had these words, “All men are created equal, and 
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, and among these, are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” At that time in America, only white men enjoyed those rights. 
What groups of people later got their rights? Are there any people who have not gotten such 
rights?

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. The Inauguration 2021

1. January 20, 2021
2. 12 noon Eastern Time
3. the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
4. The Constitution
5. Washington, D.C.
6. Hail to the Chief
7. the Capitol
8. YES
9. 306
10. December 14
11. January 6

II. The vaccines are coming

1. COVID-19
2. Pfizer, Moderna, AstraZeneca
3. The FDA
4. Operation Warp Speed
5. by June 2021
6. Health care workers
7. two
8. doctors, pharmacists, EMTs, nurses
9. YES

III.  The Calendar

1. d 2.  e 3. r 4. a 5. b
6. j 7. m 8. c 9. l 10. q
11. p    12. n 13. o 14. i 15. h
16. g 17. f

IV. Events in January

1. New Year’s Day, January 1
2. Pasadena, California
3. a baby
4. January 7
5. Julian
6. a minister
7. 1954-1968
8. 1963
9. 1964
10. Nobel Peace Prize
11. James Earl Ray 1968

12. January 16
13. Thomas Jefferson
14. First Amendment
15. a. 65%   b. 2%    c. 1%
      d. 1%     e. 1%   f. 26%

V.  Dr. Ali: Too Much Sugar 

1. a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  i, j, m, n.
2. glucose
3. pancreas
4. MORE
5. a, b, d, e, g, h, j
6. NO
7. stevia  

VII. Slavery in America

1. Spanish and Portuguese 
2. 1510
3. Santo Domingo
4. Jamestown
5. indentured servants
6. seven
7. 1619
8. 1661
9. slave traders, slave owners, African kings
10. Crispus Attucks
11. 5,000
12. Southern
13. 1808
14. 893,000
15. 10%
16. cotton
17. 1865
18. slave codes
19. 300
20. abolitionists
21. John Brown
22. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
23. Frederick Douglass
24.  the North Star
25. more than 100,00
26. Harriet Tubman
27. Moses

January, 2021  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short Answer Tests
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