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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, in pairs, 
or in small groups. They can use their newspapers, or 
not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Animals in Danger

How many dinosaurs have you ____________________________ lately?

None? That’s because ____________________________ have been extinct for 65 million years. A 

____________________________ event wiped them out. It wiped out 70% of all other animals alive at 

that ____________________________, too.

The earth is about 4.8 ____________________________ years old. How many different 

____________________________ of animals and plants have ever lived on it? Scientists think that 

number ____________________________ be five billion. There were several massive extinctions in 

the ____________________________ past. Most of those earlier plants and animals became extinct 

before humans ____________________________. 

Today, scientists ____________________________ that there are 15 million different species alive on 

our planet.

      
WORD BANK

     billion  seen   catastrophic estimate  time

     existed  species  dinosaurs  earth’s  might
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

COVID-19 Victory Gardens

The COVID-19 ____________________________ has caused lots of problems. People 

____________________________ lost their jobs. Children have ____________________________ 

out of school. Restaurants and ____________________________ have closed. Grocery stores have 

had problems ____________________________ food and other products in stock. Many people have 

had ____________________________ feeding their families. ____________________________ have 

turned to food banks and community programs for food. ____________________________ popular 

solution is victory gardens.

What is a victory garden?

Victory gardens ____________________________ fruits and vegetables that people plant at home or 

in the community. These gardens were used during ____________________________ and World War 

II. 

      
WORD BANK

 been  trouble  businesses  another  are

 have  keeping  World War I pandemic  they
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Easter

Easter is a Christian ____________________________. This year, Easter Sunday is 

____________________________ 4. Easter ____________________________ the life, death, 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Christians ____________________________ that Jesus is 

the Son of God. The ____________________________ of Jesus are in the Bible. There are 

____________________________ special dates and events connected to Easter.

Lent

Lent is the 40-day period ____________________________ Easter, not counting Sundays. Lent 

____________________________on Ash Wednesday, February 17, this year.

Palm Sunday

On Palm Sunday, ____________________________ go to church. ____________________________ 

are special prayers. The priest or minister blesses palms and gives them to people. This year, Palm 

Sunday was March 28.

      
WORD BANK

 before      stories    Christians       believe   there

 many       holiday    celebrates      began   April
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Earth Day

April 22 is Earth Day.  However, for ____________________________ of people around the world, 

the entire month of April is “Earth Month.” 

The purpose of Earth Day is to ____________________________ people to take care of “our Mother” 

(Mother Earth). People learn ways to lower pollution, ____________________________ problems, 

and keep the environment ____________________________ for the future. 

Some events are hard ____________________________: cleaning up beaches, parks, hiking paths, or 

the sides of ____________________________. With ____________________________ people doing 

the work, it’s fun. 

The ____________________________ for Earth Day 2021 is Restore Our Earth. There will 

be ____________________________ days of climate action activities. They will start on 

____________________________ 20 with the global youth climate summit. Young people will talk 

about what they can do to help the planet.

      
WORD BANK

 work     April  safe   three   millions

 many     solve  theme  remind  highways
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Glacier Bay National Park

Glacier Bay National Park and ____________________________ is in Southeast Alaska. It has 3.2 

____________________________ acres of land. President Calvin ____________________________ 

made it a national monument in February 1925. But it ____________________________ became a 

national park in December 1980. 

The park has forests, mountains, tundra, and 1,045 ____________________________. In some areas 

of the park, it is ____________________________, and it rains a lot. In other areas of the park, it is 

____________________________ cold, and it snows. 

There are many animals that ____________________________ in the park and the 

ocean near the park. It is not ____________________________ for people to get there. 

____________________________ people who visit the park get there on cruise ships. 

      
WORD BANK

	 very	 	 warmer	 	 officially	 	 million	 	 easy

 most  preserve  Coolidge  glaciers  live
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Great Migration

Jim Crow in the South 

When Reconstruction ended in ____________________________ (See Easy English NEWS, 

March 2021), life for Black people was not much ____________________________ than slavery. 

Sharecroppers were always in ____________________________. If the landlord cheated them, they 

did not dare ____________________________.

Jim Crow ____________________________ made life humiliating and dangerous. Black 

people could not ____________________________ the same bathrooms, restaurants, or hotels 

as white people. Skilled jobs were for whites ____________________________. In some 

places, there were curfews for ____________________________ people. They had to be out of 

town by ____________________________. The Ku Klux Klan terrorized Blacks who “stepped 

____________________________ of line.” Lynchings were common. 

      
WORD BANK

 better      use  debt   sundown  only

 laws      1877  black   complain  out
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

    A        B         C         D

1.   extinct   dead    endangered   gone

2.   CO2    pollution   pesticide   toxins

3. migrate   segregate   move    travel

4.  disease   parasites   climate change  invasive 

5. rhinoceroses   wolves   sharks   leopards

6.  World War I   World War II  Great Migration  COVID-19

7.  in the ground  in the ocean   in raised beds  in containers 

8. Michelle Obama   Oprah Winfrey  Michael Jackson  Majid Ali 

9.  Easter Bunny  resurrection   pray    bless  

10. cruise ship   airplane   small boat   train

11.   vegetables   artificial sweeteners pumpkin seeds  snack

12.  desert    forest    mountains   tundra
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Animals in Danger

1. There are many large dinosaurs alive today.           TRUE              FALSE

2. How many years ago did a catastrophic event wipe out 70 percent of all land and water  

 animals? _____________________________

3. How old is the earth? _____________________________

4.  How many species of plants and animals do scientists think are alive today on earth?   

 ________________________________

5. How many species of plants and animals do scientist think have ever been alive on the  

 earth?  ________________________________

6. What percent of species do some scientists say will be extinct by the year 2200?   

 _____________________________

7. What in the air causes acid rain? ______________________________

8. What do you call a plant or an animal that comes to a place where it had not lived before   

 and has no natural enemies? ___________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

9. Do these activities save or endanger species? Choose the correct word.

a. People want warm fur coats.  SAVES   ENDANGERS

b.An imals are in zoos so people can see and learn about them.      SAVES      ENDANGERS

c. People cut down large forests.      SAVES  ENDANGERS

d. People keep wild animals as pets.  SAVES  ENDANGERS

e. Fishermen catch many kinds of fish and water animals in their nets.

SAVES  ENDANGERS

f. People breed animals in captivity.   SAVES  ENDANGERS

g. Farmers stop using pesticides.  SAVES  ENDANGERS

h. Schools teach about endangered animals.  SAVES  ENDANGERS 

i. People restore habitats.  SAVES  ENDANGERS 

j. Factories dump waste and chemicals into rivers.  SAVES  ENDANGERS 

k. People kill rhinoceroses for their horns.  SAVES  ENDANGERS

11. How many human beings are alive today? ________________________________

12. According to the United Nations, if nothing changes, how many people will be alive in

2200? _____________________________________

I. Animals in Danger (continued)
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II.  COVID-19 Victory Gardens

1. When in history have victory gardens been used?  __________________________________

2. Why are victory gardens popular during COVID-19? Choose your answers.

 a. to avoid getting COVID-19   b. to feed soldiers  

 c. to stop going to stores often   d. to help the soil

 e. to feed families     f. to get exercise outside

3. Gardens can be in the ground, in containers, and in raised bed frames.      TRUE         FALSE

4. List the nine steps to start a garden:

 a. _________________________________

 b. _________________________________

 c. _________________________________

 d. _________________________________ 

 e. _________________________________

 f. _________________________________

 g. _________________________________

 h. _________________________________ 

 i. __________________________________ 

5. How many hours of sunlight  does a garden need each day?  ________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in April

1. Who wrote the poem The Pasture? _________________________________

2. When is April Fools’ Day? _________________________________

3. April Fools’ Day is a day of what kind of tricks?        PLAYFUL           HARMFUL 

4. What day encourages people to choose healthy, active lifestyles?  

 __________________________________________________________________

5. Where did the modern Olympic Games start? _________________________________

6. Put these Passover events in order of first (1) to last (4). Write 1, 2, 3, or 4 in the spaces: 

 ____ a. Easter Sunday 

 ____ b. Palm Sunday 

 ____ c. Ash Wednesday 

 ____ d. Good Friday 

7. Whose resurrection do Christians celebrate during Easter?  ___________________________

8. On what device did this person die? _________________________________

9. What kind of day is Easter Sunday for Christians?          SAD             HAPPY
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in April (continued)
10. Rabbits, baby chicks, flowers, and eggs are all symbols of what season? 

 _________________________________

11. What Muslim holiday begins on April 12?  ________________________________

12. What type of Japanese poem has three lines with a 5-7-5 syllable pattern? ________________

13. On what day do many people think about the environment and clean up parks,  

 beaches, and roads?   _________________________________

14. What famous writer created many words used in the English language? 

 _______________________________________________________

15. How many people in the world speak English as a first or second language? 

 _______________________________________________________

16. On what day do people thank office managers, secretaries, receptionists, and clerks? 

 __________________________________________________

17. What day encourages people to plant trees in their communities? ________________________
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IV. Glacier Bay National Park

1. Where is Glacier Bay National Park? _______________________________________________

2. How many acres does it have?  ___________________________

3. What president made it a national monument? _______________________________

4. When did it officially become a national park? ____________________________

5. How many glaciers does it have?   ______________________

6. How do people get there? _______________________,   _____________________________,

 ______________________________________________

7. What do visitors do in the park? Choose your answers.

 a. hike  b. camp  c. swim  d. kayak  e. fly kites

 f. raft   g. fish  h. bird-watch

8. Who studies the land, air, and ocean in the park? _____________________________________

9. What will their observations help the National Park Service do? _________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The Great Migration

1. What laws kept black and white people segregated in the South? _________________________

2. What terrorist organization kept black people from voting? ______________________________

3. What insect spread through the South and destroyed cotton plants? _______________________

4. Before 1914, who worked in the factories in the North? ________________________________

5. What stopped those people from coming after 1914? ____________________________

6. Choose the northern cities that black people migrated to for jobs:

 a. Miami   b. Chicago   c. New York City        d. Atlanta

 e. Philadelphia  f. Cleveland   g. New Orleans        h. Baltimore 

7.  YES or NO? In the North:

 a. Unions allowed black people to become members. _________

 b. Black people with skills could easily get good jobs. _________

 c. Black people had to pay more for rent than white people did. _________

 d. Banks lent money to black people so they could buy houses. _________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The Great Migration (continued) 

 e. Factory owners called black workers to work when whites went on strike. _________

 f. Many blacks became less healthy. _________

 g. It was easy for black people to save money. _________

 h.  Black people could register to vote. _________

8. In what year were there 26 race riots in northern cities? __________________

9. What percentage of black children died before their first birthday? __________________ 
 
 
10. Name two groups that black people organized to work for better conditions.

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________

11. Who was the first black person elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in the 20th  

 Century? _______________________________________

12. What did people call the new music, poetry, writings, and art by blacks in the 1920s and 30s? 

 ___________________________________________

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1.  If the human population increases to 11.2 billion, tell how that will affect 

 a. animals’ habitats  b. production of CO2 c. water supplies

2. Imagine a world without honey bees. What would happen to fruit trees and flowering crops? How  
might that affect prices of fruit and vegetables?

3. Scientists would like to make the species of mosquito that carries the disease malaria extinct. It 
would save the lives of a million people a year. Research to find out how scientists could do that. 
Could there be any bad consequences to making one kind of mosquito extinct? 

4. a. If working in a gold mine will kill all of an endangered cave spider, should the work stop?

    b. A farmer owns wetland that is a stopping place for an endangered bird that migrates. Should  
        the law stop him from draining the water off his land to plant crops?

    c. Coal is one of the oldest and cheapest forms of energy to generate electricity. However, it  
        produces more CO2 when it is burned than oil does. Thousands of coal miners have lost their  
        jobs. What’s more important: cheap energy, people’s jobs, or slowing global warming?  

5. In what ways is your experience as an immigrant similar to the experience of black people who 
left the South to find work in factories in the North? In what ways is it different?

6. Interview several immigrant workers. Ask how they decided to come to the United States. What 
problems did they have to solve? Were they glad they made the change? What do they miss about 
their home country?

7. Have you felt prejudice against you for your religion, race, language, clothing, or other reason? 
Do you think people make automatic judgments based on people look like? Do you feel a sense of 
prejudice against any group of people based on their religion, race, language, or other reason? 

8. Research: What kinds of things do American factories make? How many people work in the most 
important industries? What skills does a person need to do those jobs? 

9. Who is your favorite poet in your language? Are poems by that poet translated into English? 
Share one of the poems with the class. Does it have the same meaning in English? Does it have the 
same pattern of rhyme and meter? 

10. Find other poems by Robert Frost online. How do his poems show life in New England? Choose 
one that you like. Practice reading it until you can do it well. Explain any difficult words, and then 
read it to the class with good pronunciation and good expression.
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I. Animals in Danger

1. FALSE
2. 65 million years ago
3. 4.8 billion years old
4. 15 million
5. about five billion
6. between 30-50%
7. Carbon dioxide (CO2)
8. invasive species
9. a. endangers b. saves c. endangers
   d.  endangers e. endangers f. saves
   g. saves  h. saves i. saves
   j.  endangers  k. endangers 
10. 7.8 billion 
11. 11 billion

II. COVID-19 Victory Gardens

1. World War I, World War II, the Great Depression
2. a, c, e, f
3. TRUE
4. a. pick a place
    b. decide garden type
    c. choose plants
    d. prepare soil
    e. buy seeds or plants
    f. plant garden
    g. water plants
    h. clear weeds
    i. harvest fruits and vegetables
5. 6
 
III. Events in April
1. Robert Frost
2. April 1
3. PLAYFUL
4. International Day of Sport
5. Athens, Greece
6. a. 4;  b. 2;  c. 1;  d. 3
7. Jesus
8. cross
9. HAPPY
10. spring
11. Ramadan

12. Haiku
13. Earth Day
14. William Shakespeare
15. 860,000,000 (360 million plus half a billion)
16. Administrative Professionals’ Day
17. Arbor Day 

IV. Glacier Bay National Park

1. Southeast Alaska
2. 3.2 million
3. Calvin Coolidge
4. December 1980
5. 1,045
6. cruise ships, small boats, and airplanes
7. a, b, d, f, g, h
8. scientists
9. protect the park, take care of the environment

V. The Great Migration

1. Jim Crow laws
2. Ku Klux Klan
3. boll weevil
4. immigrants from Europe
5. World War I
6. b. Chicago; c. New York City; e. Philadelphia;  
   f. Cleveland; h. Baltimore.
7. a. NO b. NO  c. YES
    d. NO e. YES  f. YES
    g. NO h. YES
8. 1919
9. 25%
10. the Urban League and The National Association  
   for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
11. Oscar DePriest
12. The Negro Renaissance

April 2021 
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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