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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website Easyenglishnews.com 
by the first of the month, if not earlier. Many of the 
tests are useful with or without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

(Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice) Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily only one correct answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______.  A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

A Deadly Hurricane Season

On September 14, Tropical Storm Sally swept across the _____________________ of Mexico. It became 

a Category 2 hurricane as it made landfall over _____________________ and Mississippi. It is the 18th 

named storm of the _____________________ hurricane season.

Two weeks before Sally, Hurricane Laura slammed into the Gulf Coast _____________________ 

of Louisiana and Texas. It was a _____________________ 4 storm with winds of 150 miles per 

_____________________.

Hurricane Laura’s winds tore _____________________ off houses and blew down 

_____________________ and utility poles. Heavy _____________________ flooded the streets. A storm 

surge of five feet rushed on _____________________, destroying most things in its path.

.

      
WORD BANK

Louisiana  Category  trees   shore   rains

Gulf   Atlantic  roofs   states  hour
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Election 2020: Important Problems to Solve

Americans will be choosing a _____________________ on Tuesday, November 3. They will also 

choose 35 senators and all 435 representatives in Congress. They will choose _____________________ 

of eleven states. 

The two main _____________________ parties are Democrats and Republicans. These 

parties have very _____________________ ideas about government. They have different ways to 

_____________________ America’s problems. They don’t even _____________________ on what the 

problems are.

Americans worry about many things this year: 

How can we end the COVID-19 _____________________?

How can workers get back to _____________________?

How can _____________________ open safely?

How can people _____________________ for health care?
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WORD BANK

pay	 	 	 solve		 	 agree		 different	 	 president

governors  schools  work  political  pandemic



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Fire Prevention Week

_____________________ 7 to 13 is Fire Prevention Week. During this week, fire 

_____________________ have programs to teach people how to _____________________ fires. 

Some	ways	to	prevent	fires:

•  Check your home often for fire _____________________.

•  Do not plug too many _____________________ cords into one outlet. The outlet can get hot and 

_____________________ a fire. 

•  Keep _____________________ and lighters away from small children. 

• Install smoke _____________________ in your sleeping areas. Test the detectors once a month.   

     Change the batteries twice a year.

• Do not smoke in your home, especially in _____________________ or when you are sleepy. 

• Learn how to use a fire _____________________. 

• Never keep gasoline inside your home.  It can explode. 
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WORD BANK

bed  departments  matches  hazards  start

October prevent   extinguisher detectors  electric



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Dr. Ali: Your Health–Dry Skin

I think the _____________________ world has two different universes. In one universe, 

_____________________ think about disease, diagnoses, and _____________________. In the other 

universe, integrative physicians think about the _____________________ of conditions.  We ask, what 

are the best, simplest, and most _____________________ ways of helping the body to heal and bring 

itself back to good _____________________? 

I learned many things from my rose _____________________. The health and beauty of the roses 

depends on _____________________, of course. It also depends on something you can’t see: the soil. 

The roots get their _____________________ and water from the soil.

If the rose bush seems dry and does not have many _____________________, would you paint the 

rose bush with a moisturizer?
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WORD BANK

causes    drugs  doctors   blossoms  garden 

medical    sunshine  nourishment   natural  health



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Popular Votes and Electoral Votes

Electors

Americans do not vote _____________________ for the president of the United States. Instead, 

Americans vote for their state’s _____________________. The state electors vote for president. 

The states get one elector for each of its representatives and senators in _____________________. 

The votes of the electors are _____________________ electoral votes. Every state has at least 

_____________________ electoral votes. States with _____________________ people have more 

electoral votes than states with few people. 

The total _____________________ of electoral votes for the whole country is 538. (There are 435 

representatives in Congress, and 100 senators in the Senate. In _____________________, the city of 

Washington, D.C. gets three electoral votes.) 

 Winning the election

A candidate must get 270 or more electoral votes to _____________________ the election. It can 

happen that a candidate can win the _____________________ vote, but not win 270 electoral votes. 
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WORD BANK

win  electors  addition  popular  three

Congress directly  called  many   number



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

A Demand for Justice

Most Black people in America are the _____________________ of Africans who were brought here 

as slaves. Slavery in the United States lasted for 250 _____________________. In 1865, a great Civil 

_____________________ finally ended it. After that, one hundred years of _____________________ 

and discrimination followed. The Civil _____________________ Movement of the 1950s and 60s 

worked to end segregation in the South. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 _____________________ legal 

segregation in public services. The _____________________ Rights Act of 1965 protected Black 

people’s right to vote. 

Affirmative action laws have helped many Black students go to _____________________ and enter 

professions. Still, most Black _____________________ have stayed poor. Black people have had 

trouble getting a loan, buying a home, or starting a business. Lack of _____________________ and 

poor education have kept Black people in poverty.
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WORD BANK

ended  voting  years   descendants rights

families  opportunities segregation college  war



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A        B       C    D

1.   high wind   storm surge   heavy rains   heat

2. evacuate   enter    leave    remove

3.  National Guard  volunteer   FEMA   Red Cross

4.  adversaries   racial justice  pandemic   opioid crisis 

5.  votes    census   ballots   polls 

6. courthouse   country   state    country

7.  segregation   discrimination  society   injustice 

8.  racist    Confederate   looter    slaveholder

9.  Security Council  UNICEF   Congress  General Assembly 

10.  jack-o’-lantern  costume   witch    mask 

11.  snack    neighbor   treat    candy 

12. reading   literacy   hazard   books
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. A Deadly Hurricane Season
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1. On what day did Hurricane Laura hit the Gulf Coast? ________________________

2. How many people were told to evacuate? _____________________________

3. How high were the hurricane’s winds? ___________________

4. How many hotel rooms did the states provide for people? ______________________

5. Which four states had no electric power?  ________________________      

    ______________________ _____________________   ___________________________

6. How many homes had no electric power? _____________________

7. How many people died? ______________________

8. Who declared parts of four states as major disaster areas?  _________________________

9. Which government agency brought in portable shelters? _____________________________

10. How many trained workers did the American Red Cross bring in to help people who had   

      been harmed by Hurricane Laura? _______________________

11.  What city had the worst damage from Hurricane Laura? ___________________

 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Election 2020

1. What day is Election Day? ____________________________

2. How many representatives will Americans elect? ________________________

3. How many senators will be elected? _________________________

4. What are the two major political parties in the United States? ________________________  

    and  ___________________________

5. Name two candidates for president and tell their political parties:

 a. __________________________________  ______________________________

 b. __________________________________  _______________________________

6. How many pages are in the Democratic party’s platform? _________________

7. Where did the Republican Party’s platform come from? _________________

8. What is the slogan of the Democratic Party? ______________________________________

9. What is the slogan of the Republican Party? _______________________________________ 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III.  Events in October

1. What three European nations celebrate their heritage in October?       

    ________________________  _________________________  __________________________

2. When is Fire Prevention Week? ___________________________

3. How often should a family change its smoke detectors? ________________________________

4. What is a device to keep in the kitchen to put out small fires? ___________________________

5. What is the number to call to report a fire? __________________

6. In a smoky fire, where is the cleanest air? ___________________________________

7. On what day did Christopher Columbus discover America? _____________________________

8. Some states have changed the holiday of Columbus Day to honor what other group?

 ____________________________________________________

9. What percent of the people living in the Americas died from diseases that came with    

   Europeans after 1492? _________________

10.  What day is United Nations birthday? _____________________________

11. When did the United Nations begin? ________________________________.  
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

12. How many countries are now members of the United Nations? __________________

13. Who is the Secretary General of the United Nations? _______________________________

14. What country is he from? _______________________________

15. How many official languages does the United Nations use? _________________

16. What are those official languages?  ____________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________________

17. Which UN organization has been overseeing the COVID-19 pandemic? ________________

 ________________________________________________________________________

18. Where does the United Nations meet? __________________________________________

19. What day is Halloween? ________________________________________

20. Immigrants from which country brought Halloween to the U.S.? _____________________

21. What do children say when they go to neighbors’ homes? ___________________________

22. From what vegetable do people carve jack-o’-lanterns? _____________________________

III.  Events in October, continued
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV.  A Demand for Justice
1. From what continent were people brought to America to be slaves? _________________ 

2. What war ended slavery in the United States? __________________________________

3. What year did that war end? __________________________ 

4. How long did legal segregation last in the South after the Civil War? ________________

5. What were George Floyd’s last words? ____________________________________

6. Who killed George Floyd? _____________________________________

7. In how many countries did peaceful protests happen? ____________________________

8.  What kind of statues did protesters want to tear down? ___________________________

9. What may be the largest civil rights movement in U.S. history? _____________________ 

 ________________________________

10. Which of these actions caused unequal wealth for Black and White Americans?

a. segregation  b. discrimination  c. Civil War

d.  trouble getting a loan  e. lack of opportunity f. affirmative action

g. poor education  h. unfair justice system  i. reparations



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Popular Votes and Electoral Votes

1. Do Americans vote directly for president?   YES    NO

2. Who actually votes for president? _________________________

3. How many electors are there for the whole country? ________________

4. Which states have more electors?   LARGER STATES STATES WITH MANY PEOPLE

5. How many representatives are there in the House of Representatives? ___________

6. How many senators are there in the U.S. Senate? ______________________

7. How many electoral votes does a candidate need to win the presidential election? _________

8. When do the electors meet to cast their votes? __________________________

9. Who counts the votes? ___________________________________

10. When is the formal counting of electoral votes?  ____________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



VI. The West Is on Fire

1. Which of these states is having the worst fire in the fall of 2020? (Circle all correct answers.)

 a. Oregon  b. Delaware  c.  Virginia  d. California

 e. Washington f. Louisiana  g. Mississippi  h. Arkansas

2. What caused many wildfires? _________________________________

3. How many people had to evacuate from the path of the fires in Oregon? ______________

4. How many firefighters were fighting the fires? _____________________

5. What made it difficult to breathe? __________________________________

6. How many acres of forest had burned by September 15? __________________________

7. Who is the governor of California? ______________________________

8. What did he blame the fires on? ________________________________

9. What day did President Trump go to California to see the damage? __________________

10. Does President Trump believe that climate change is real?   YES    NO

11. What did he say about the temperatures? _______________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions or projects to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

 1. In some countries, the Congress or Parliament chooses the president or prime 
minister of the country. Do you think that is a better system? Why or why not?

  Compare the way Americans elect a president with the way a leader is chosen in 
your home country.

 2. What are the most important problems or issues in your home country? How 
are these similar to the issues and problems in the United States? How are they 
different? What other problems do you think the United States has?

 3. Go to the website of one of the candidates. Find out what the candidate 
promises to do about creating jobs, the minimum wage, or fighting COVID-19. 
Report to the class. In your opinion, can that candidate actually do what he or 
she promises? Explain your reasons. 

 4.  A U.S. president cannot be elected more than two times. The next president 
has to start learning the job from the beginning. Would it be better to allow a 
president to serve three or four terms, as long as people want to elect him or 
her?  Give your reasons.

 5.  Some people want to stop the custom of giving out candy on Halloween. It’s 
bad for children’s health. One third of Americans are overweight or obese. 
Would you change this custom? Why or why not? How would someone get this 
custom to change? 

 6.  Many Americans feel that the U.S. should pay reparations to the descendants 
of slaves for the harm that was done for hundreds of years. Do you agree? Why 
or why not? If you agree, how would you decide A. How much reparations to 
give, B. In what form, C. To whom to give it, and D. Who should pay for it: All 
Americans? The descendants of slave owners and slave traders? The top 1% in 
wealth in the U.S.? Explain your choice. 



I. A Deadly Hurricane Season

1. August 27

2. 262,000
3. 150 miles per hour
4. 200,000
5. Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi
6. 885,000
7. 16
8. President Trump
9. FEMA
10. 1,000
11. City of Lake Charles

II. Election 2020

1. November 3
2. 435
3. 35
4. Democrat and Republican
5. Donald Trump, Republican
    Joe Biden, Democrat
6. 92
7. 2016 platform
8. Build Back Better
9. Make America Great Again

III. Events in October
1. Poland, Italy and Germany
2.October 7 to 13
3. twice a year
4. fire extinguisher
5. 911
6. close to the floor
7. October 12, 1492
8. Indigenous People
9. 90%
10. October 24
11. 1945
12. 193
13. Antonio Guterres
14. Portugal
15. six
16. English, French, Russian, Chinese, Arabic, 

Spanish

17. World Health Organization (WHO)
18. New York City
19. October 31
20. Ireland
21. Trick or Treat
22. pumpkin

IV. A Demand for Justice
1. Africa
2. Civil War
3. 1865
4. 100 years
5. I can’t breathe
6. a police officer
7. 60
8. racist, Confederate heroes, slave owners
9. Black Lives Matter
10. a   b   d   e   g   h   

V. Popular Votes and Electoral Votes

1. NO
2. electors chosen by the people in each state
3. 538
4. States with many people
5. 435
6. 100
7. 270
8. December 14, 2020
9. Congress
10. January 6, 2021

VI The West Is on Fire

1. a  d  e  
2. lightning and carelessness
3. 500,000
4. 28,000
5. smoke from the fires
6. six million acres
7. Gavin Newsom
8. climate change/ global warming
9. NO
10. It will get cooler soon.
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