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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Election Day and Beyond

The 2020 presidential election may be the most ______________________  election in decades. 

More people may vote than ______________________  before. Many states have changed their 

voting rules ______________________  of COVID-19. ______________________  of people 

have already voted in person or by mail. Some states will not start counting the mail-in ballots until 

______________________  day. It can take many days or even weeks to ______________________  

them all. 

Election Day

People who have not already voted will go to the polls on Tuesday, ______________________  3. The 

______________________  open early in the morning, and close at different times in different states. 

Americans vote before going to work, ______________________  their lunch hour, or after work. 

Some ______________________  give their workers time off to go to vote. This year, it will take 

longer to vote in person. Lines may be very long.

      
WORD BANK

 election  polls  November  ever  because 

 millions  count  challenging  during companies
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Supreme Court

The Supreme Court is the ______________________ court in the United States. There are nine 

______________________ on the Supreme Court. They are ______________________ by the 

president for life.

One of the justices, Ruth Bader ______________________ died September 18. On September 26, 

______________________ Trump nominated Amy Coney Barrett to take Ginsburg’s place on the 

court. The Senate ______________________ approve this nomination. A committee of senators 

will ______________________ Barrett questions. ______________________ the committee 

members will vote to approve her. If the committee votes to approve her, then the entire senate 

______________________. They will ______________________ 51 votes to confirm her.

      
WORD BANK

 president  ask  appointed  then  justices

 highest  votes  Ginsburg  need  must
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Veterans Day

Veterans Day is November 11. It honors all the men and ______________________ who have served 

in the U.S. Armed Services.  

World War One ______________________ on November 11, 1918. An armistice was signed on the 

eleventh ______________________ of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. People thought that 

there would ______________________ be another war again.

November 11 became a special holiday named ______________________ Day. Each year, Armistice 

Day ______________________ people of their joy at the end of the war. People remembered the 

soldiers who fought in the Great ______________________.  

On Armistice Day each year, at 11 a.m., people everywhere stopped working, 

walking, ______________________, or whatever they were doing. They bowed their 

______________________ in a moment of silence. They ______________________ of the sacrifice 

that was made by all of the soldiers who had died in that war.

      
WORD BANK

 armistice  women thought  reminded  war

 heads  never  ended  shopping  hour
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Thanksgiving

The ______________________ Thursday of November is Thanksgiving. This year it is 

______________________ 26. Schools, banks, government offices, and most businesses are 

______________________. Some are closed on the Friday ______________________Thanksgiving, 

too.

Americans count our ______________________ on Thanksgiving Day. We are thankful for 

______________________ things: our families, our homes, food, our health, our jobs, our friends, 

and our freedoms. We ______________________ the Pilgrims* who held the first Thanksgiving in 

America.

______________________, people travel to be with their families and friends on Thanksgiving. This 

year, because of COVID-19, people ______________________ not want to travel. They may not go to 

______________________ family gatherings. 

      
WORD BANK

  closed fourth   blessings  usually may

 after  November  remember  many  big



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

American-Indian Heritage Month

 November is American Indian ______________________ Month. Today, there are 6.79 

______________________ people who are of American Indian descent in the United States. 

Many of them have ______________________ sick from the coronavirus. The CDC has given the 

______________________ more than $200 million to help fight COVID-19.

Most ______________________ know the history of the native people in America as told from the 

Europeans’ point of view. In this history, white Americans ______________________ the Indians. 

They moved most tribes ______________________ reservations. For a ______________________ 

time, American history books, movies, and TV programs showed Indians as savages. 

In the ______________________ 50 years, American schools, texts, movies, and TV programs have 

begun to tell the Indians’ side of the story. We now know more about the ways that the early settlers, 

the pioneers, and the government treated the Indians ______________________. 

      
WORD BANK

 unfairly  onto  Americans  gotten million

 heritage  last  conquered  tribes  long



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

What is Blood Pressure?

Blood pressure is the ______________________ pressure of blood against the inside wall of a blood 

vessel. Blood pressure is created by the force of the heart ______________________ blood into the 

arteries. 

Arteries expand for each heart ______________________. They relax ______________________ 

beats. If the arteries did not expand and relax, we could have too much pressure the moment that the 

______________________ beats, and too little pressure between the beats. Too much pressure would 

cause a stroke, and too little pressure would make a person ______________________ consciousness.

A blood pressure reading of 110/70 shows the two different ______________________. The higher 

number, 110, is the systolic blood pressure (when the heart beats). Normal blood pressure for an 

______________________ is 110/70 or 120/80.

High blood pressure is a ______________________ condition. Extra pressure causes wear and 

______________________ on the heart and arteries. 
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WORD BANK

 heart  serious  pressures  sideways  tear

 adult  beat   pumping  between  lose



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   early    mail-in   Election Day  debate 

2.   Donald Trump  Joe Biden   Kamala Harris  Jo Jorgensen

3. approve   confirm   appoint   give up

4.  president   justice   representative  senator 

5. Pilgrims   settlers   Indians   pioneers

6.  veteran   soldier   Armed Forces  cartel

7.  museum    powwow   Indian   tribe

8. All Saints’ Day  Dia de los Muertos All Souls’ Day        Thanksgiving 

9.  turkey   stuffing   pumpkin pie   fish 

10. squash   turkey   clam    lobster 

11.   mask    social distance  superspreader  sanitizer

12.  inauguration   election   candidate    campaign  
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Election Day and Beyond

1. Why have many states changed their voting rules? _________________________

2. How many people voted in person or by mail before Election Day?  __________________

3. What day will Americans go to the polls to vote for president? ________________________

4. This year, it will take longer to vote in person.       TRUE        FALSE

5. When voting in person, how far away from each other will voters need to stay?  __________

6. Where can a voter turn in a completed ballot before Election Day? _____________________

7. Who may bring an assistant to the voting machine? _________________________________

8. What will election workers do to the voting machines after each voter? _________________   

 ___________________________ 

9. How many time zones are there in the United States? _____________________________

10. How many electoral votes does a candidate need to become president? ________________

11. It will take days or weeks to count all the mail-in ballots.       TRUE       FALSE  

12. Who are the Democratic and Republican candidates for president?  __________________    

 __________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  The Supreme Court
1. What is the highest court in the United States? ________________________________

2. How many justices serve on this court? ____________________________

3. How long do they serve as justices on this court? ___________________________________

4. Which justice died on September 18, 2020? ________________________________________

5. Who did President Trump nominate to take her place? _______________________________

6. What kind of judge is she?      Liberal        Conservative

7. How many justices has President Trump appointed? _______________________

8. What committee held hearings? __________________________________________________ 

9. Why did Democrats want to postpone the hearings? Circle your answers

 a. committee members had COVID-19     b. too close to the election      c. Thanksgiving

 d. other senators might get sick  e. wanted a liberal judge  f. wildfires out west

10. Were the hearings postponed?     YES       NO

11. How many votes in the whole senate are needed to confirm her? ______________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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1. What groups of people celebrate their heritage in November? _________________________

2. Where do most American Indian tribes live? ______________________________________

3. How many people are of American Indian descent today? ________________________

4. How much money has the CDC given to the American Indian tribes to fight COVID-19?   

 _____________________________________

5. Where is the National Museum of the American Indian? _____________________________

6. What ends on the morning of November 1? _______________________________________

7. What event encourages millions of smokers to give up smoking for one day? 

 ___________________________________________________

8. How many Americans smoke cigarettes? ________________________________

9. Who celebrates All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day? __________________

10. On what holiday do Mexican Americans visit dead loved ones in cemeteries? 

 _________________________________________________________

11. What holiday honors all men and women who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces?   

 _______________________________________________________________

III. Events in November



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

III. Events in November (continued)

12. When is this holiday celebrated? _______________________________________________

13. What was signed on the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month ending World War 1?        

 _____________________________________

14. What day is Thanksgiving this year? _____________________________________________

15. What do Americans count on this day? _______________________________________

16. What are traditional Thanksgiving foods and desserts? Circle your answers. 

 a. yogurt        b. stuffing               c. squash         d. cheese        e. cranberry sauce        

 f. corn             g. oranges          h. coconuts       i. beans   j. pumpkin pie   

 k. sandwiches     l. sweet potatoes     m. turkey      n. salami      o. peanut butter          

17. Who celebrated the first Thanksgiving in America? _____________________________

18. Why did they come to America? __________________________________________________

19. Who did they invite to the feast? ___________________________________________

20. How long did the peace treaty between the Pilgrims and their Indian neighbors last?  

 _______________________



IV. What is Blood Pressure?

1. Blood pressure is the sideways pressure of blood against the inside wall of a blood vessel.         

 TRUE                FALSE

2. What pumps blood into the arteries? ___________________________

3. What do arteries do for each heart beat? _________________________

4. What do arteries do between heart beats? __________________________

5. What is normal blood pressure for an adult? __________________________________________

6. What is the higher number in a blood pressure reading called? ___________________________ 

7. What can form on thinning arteries? _____________________________________________

8. What can happen when an aneurism bursts? ______________________________,       

 _________________________________, or ____________________________________

9. Anxiety can make a person’s arteries tighten.   YES   NO

10. What is it called when a person’s blood pressure is normal at home but high when at the   

 doctor’s office? __________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. U.S. Presidents

1. Who is president now? _____________________________

2. What political party does he belong to? _____________________________

3. Who was president from 2009 to 2017? _____________________________

4. What was that president’s political party? _____________________________

5. How many presidents has the United States had? __________________________

6. Who was president in 1863? _____________________________ 

7. Who was president in 1917? _____________________________

8. Who was president in 1944? _____________________________

9. Which president resigned? _________________________________

10. Which four presidents were assassinated? ________________________________________, 

   _______________________________________,  __________________________________   

 and  ______________________________________.

11. Which other presidents also died in office? _____________________________________, 

 ______________________________________,  __________________________________, 

 and  ______________________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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VI. COVID-19 in the White House
Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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1. How many people gathered in the White House Rose Garden on September 26?   

 ________________________________

2. Did they wear masks and stay six feet away from each other?     YES      NO

3. When did the following events take place:

 a. Presidential Debate in Cleveland, Ohio    _____________________

 b. Rally in Minnesota        _____________________

 c. Fundraiser in New Jersey      _____________________

 d. President Trump announces positive coronavirus test  ______________________

 e. President Trump goes to Walter Reed in Maryland  ______________________

 f. President Trump returns to the White House   ______________________

 g. Doctors say President Trump is not contagious anymore ______________________

4. What treatments did doctors at Walter Reed give President Trump? _____________________

 _________________________________, and ___________________________________

5. How long should someone who tests positive for coronavirus quarantine? __________________

6. How many other people close to President Trump tested positive for coronavirus? ___________

7. What did Dr. Anthony Fauci call the Rose Garden event? _______________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

Choose questions to discuss in a small group. Report to the class.

1. Many people are voting early in person or by mail-in ballot this year. What are 
the advantages of voting early, in person, or by mail-in ballot? What are the 
disadvantages? Why would someone wait to vote at the polls on November 3?  
What would you do?

2. In the U.S. electoral system, a candidate can win the most popular votes in the 
country, but not win the most electoral votes. Explain how this can happen. 
Some people say the winner of the most popular votes should be elected 
president. Others say this is a bad idea. What do you think? Give your reasons. 

3. U.S. Supreme Court Justices are appointed for life. This means a justice appointed 
in their 30s or 40s could be on the court for 40 or more years. Do you think 
justices should have term limits? Why or why not? If yes, how long do you 
think those term limits should be? Why?  

4. Research the Native Indian tribes from your area. Choose one, learn about their 
language, families, and traditions. Where do they live now? What names in your 
area come from their language? Report what you find to the class. 

5. Thanksgiving is a holiday when Americans give thanks for their many blessings. 
Have you been part of a traditional American Thanksgiving celebration? Who 
did you celebrate with? What was your favorite part? Is there a holiday like this 
in your home country? How do you celebrate? What is your favorite part about 
these celebrations?

6. Project: Design a campaign event for a candidate running for president. Decide 
all the important details for the event - where to have it, how many people to 
invite, etc. How will COVID-19 affect your plans? What will you do to keep 
people safe? What other details will you need to consider? 



I. Election Day and Beyond

1. COVID-19
2. millions
3.Tuesday, November 3
4. TRUE
5. 6 feet
6. ballot drop box
7. a person with disabilities
8. clean and sanitize it
9. six
10. 270
11. TRUE
12. Joe Biden and Donald Trump
 
II. The Supreme Court

1. The Supreme Court
2. 9
3. for life
4. Ruth Bader Ginsburg
5. Amy Coney Barrett
6. Conservative
7. 3
8. The Senate Judiciary Committee
9. a, b, d, e
10. NO
11. 51
 
III. Events in November

1. American Indians
2. on reservations
3. 6.79 million
4. $200 million
5. Washington, D.C.
6. Daylight Saving Time
7. The Great American Smokeout
8. 34 million
9. Catholics and other Christians
10. Dia de los muertos
11. Veterans Day      
12. November 11
13. an armistice
14. Thursday, November 26
15. their blessings
16. b, c, e, f, i, j, l, m, 
17. the Pilgrims
18. religious freedom

19. their Indian neighbors
20. 54 years        

IV. What is Blood Pressure?

1. TRUE
2. the heart
3. expand
4. relax
5. 110/70 or 120/80
6. systolic pressure
7. an aneurism
8. a stroke, a heart attack, or death
9. YES
10. white-coat effect

V. U.S. Presidents

1.  Donald Trump
2. Republican
3. Barack Obama
4. Democrat
5. 45
6. Abraham Lincoln
7. Woodrow Wilson
8. Franklin D. Roosevelt
9. Richard M. Nixon
10. Abraham Lincoln, James A. Garfield, William      
 McKinley, John F. Kennedy
11. William Henry Harrison, Zachary Taylor,  
 Warren G. Harding, Franklin D. Roosevelt

VI. COVID-19 in the White House

1. more than 200
2. NO
3. a. September 29
    b. September 30
    c. October 1
    d. October 2
    e. October 2
    f. October 5
    g. October 11
4. oxygen, steriods, experimental antibodies
5. 10 days
6. 34
7. coronavirus superspreader
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