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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name_________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Why Should We Stay Home?

The U.S. government, doctors, nurses, and many others are working hard to stop 

the __________________________ of COVID-19. Everyone in the country has an 

__________________________ job to do. If you aren’t an essential worker, you have an 

important job too: __________________________ home. __________________________ can get 

COVID-19. People without __________________________ can carry the disease and pass it on 

to others. If you must go out to buy food, wear a __________________________. Stay six feet or 

more __________________________ from everyone else.

The U.S. needs many things to fight against COVID-19. 

Many hospitals are full. They __________________________ more beds for people sick with 

COVID-19. The U.S. Army has set up field hospitals in __________________________ on parking 

lots, in sports arenas, or in large convention centers such as the Javits Center in New York City. 

President __________________________ ordered the U.S. Navy hospital ship Mercy to go to Los 

Angeles. 

      
WORD BANK

 need  anyone  symptoms  stay  spread

 away  mask   important  tents  Trump
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Name________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Help for the Economy

COVID-19 has affected __________________________ of Americans. Schools 

__________________________. Businesses closed. __________________________ 

closed. People are __________________________ going to work. They aren’t 

__________________________, shopping, or going to restaurants, bars, or movies. Parties, 

weddings, and funerals cannot have __________________________ than ten people. 

Millions of workers are __________________________. How will they 

__________________________ their rent? How __________________________ they buy food 

and medicines? How will businesses __________________________?
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WORD BANK

 more  closed  unemployed  will  factories

 not  millions  traveling   pay  survive



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Cinco de Mayo

The Fifth of May (Cinco de Mayo) is an __________________________ holiday for Mexican 

Americans. On this day in 1862, a small Mexican army __________________________ 8,000 well-

trained French soldiers. 

History 

The Mexicans had won independence from __________________________ in 1821. But from 

1858 to 1861, the Mexicans had a civil __________________________.  Napoleon III [the 

__________________________ ] of France thought it was a good time to invade Mexico. He wanted 

to __________________________ up an emperor in Mexico.  

The battle of Puebla

The __________________________ army invaded Mexico in 1862. The French armies won many 

__________________________ in Mexico. But __________________________ that army came to the 

town of Puebla, Mexicans were ready for them. In a one-day battle on __________________________ 

5, the Mexicans defeated the French. 
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WORD BANK

 war  Spain   important  third  victories 

 set  May   French  when  defeated



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

In Flanders Fields 
By John McCrae

In Flanders fields the ______________________________ blow  

 ______________________________ the crosses, row on row

 That ______________________________ our place, and in the sky

 The larks, still bravely ______________________________, fly, 

______________________________ heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead.   Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, Saw sunset ______________________________, 

      Loved and were ______________________________,  and now we lie 

  In Flanders Fields. 

Take up ______________________________ quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands ______________________________ throw  

 The torch; be yours to hold it high.  

 If ye break faith with us who die

 We ______________________________ not sleep, though poppies grow 

  In Flanders Fields. 
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WORD BANK

 loved       mark  scarce  our  poppies

 glow       shall  between  we  singing



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Who Will Run Against Donald Trump for President?

The choices for president

There is now just one __________________________ candidate for president: Joe Biden. 

On __________________________ 8, Senator Bernie Sanders dropped out of the race. He saw that 

there was no way to get enough __________________________ to win the nomination. On April 13, 

he __________________________ Joe Biden for president.

COVID-19 takes over the news

__________________________ of the reason was the COVID-19 pandemic.  It changed the 

campaign. There was no way to travel around the country __________________________ by plane. 

Candidates could not have rallies with __________________________ of people. Sanders’ volunteers 

__________________________ not go door to door to talk to voters.  

 In addition, news about the COVID-19 __________________________ became more important than 

the primary elections. 

President Donald Trump has already won enough delegates to win the Republican 

__________________________ to be his party’s candidate.
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WORD BANK

 safely thousands  Democratic  could  nomination

 part  delegates  pandemic  April  endorsed 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Dr. Ali’s Breakfast

One of the __________________________ important things to do to stay in good health is to have the 

right breakfast. 

__________________________ the day right with hydration and good nutrition for the bowel, blood, 

and liver. This will give you __________________________ for the morning’s work. It will help prevent 

up-and-down changes in your blood sugar levels __________________________ the day. 

I __________________________ this breakfast for my patients who are in poor health. It’s great for 

__________________________ who wants to be in optimum health. 

Many illnesses, aches, and pains get their start in a __________________________ body. When you 

are dehydrated, your body __________________________ get rid of the waste products it produces. 

I believe in overhydrating in the __________________________. That means drinking several glasses 

of plain __________________________. 
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WORD BANK

 start  anyone  dehydrated  cannot energy

 water  suggest   morning   most  during



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

      A        B             C         D

1.   pandemic  COVID-19        immunity   coronavirus

2. field hospital convention center       sports arena   ventilator

3.  FEMA  Mercy        Navy ship   Comfort

4. treatment  cure         disease    vaccine

5. business loan unemployment insurance      stimulus    economy

6. karate   ikebana        heritage    yoga

7.   Ramadan  Puebla        Cinco de Mayo   Mexico  

8. mothers  fathers         aunts    grandmothers

9.  battle   National Guard         Air Force   Reserves 

10.  park   forest          wilderness area  creature

11. Blue Ridge  Shenandoah         mountains   White House

12.    Joe Biden  Bernie Sanders        Donald Trump   Andrew Cuomo
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Why Should We Stay Home?
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1. The important work of someone who is not an essential worker is to ___________________.

2. Two Navy Hospital ships are ______________________ and _________________________.

3. Who ordered private businesses to make ventilators as fast as they can? _______________

 _____________________________

4. What state had the most COVID-19 cases as of mid-April?_______________________

5. Who is the governor of that state? ______________________________________________

6. Which of these do hospitals need during the COVID-19 pandemic?

 a. beds  b. diseases   c. personal protective equipment

 d. masks  e. coronaviruses  f. doctors

 g. ventilators h. nurses   i. tests for the virus



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS May 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

II.  Help for the Economy

1.  Which of these things happened in the United States during the COVID-19 pandemic?

 a. schools closed           b. restaurants opened    c. factories closed

 d. parties with many people e. elections were postponed   f. basketball games

 g. unemployment           h. government stimulus    i. loans to business

2. How much money was in the April stimulus bill for workers and business? ____________

3. How much money would a U.S. citizen with income under $75,001 get? ______________

4. How much money would a parent get for each child? __________________________

5. Which numbers does a person need in order to get the stimulus check?

     a. Social Security number      b. driver’s license number      c. bank account number 

     d. bank routing number      e. telephone number       f. birth date

6. What document must a person have sent to the IRS for 2018 or 2019? 

 ________________________________________

7. If a person doesn’t have a bank account, how will they get the stimulus check?    

 __________________________________________________________________

8. What is the new deadline for filing tax returns for 2019? ____________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in May

1. Which immigrant group first came to the U.S. in May 1843? ________________________

2. On what day was the Transcontinental Railroad completed? _______________________

3. Who helped to build that railroad? ________________________________________

4. From what country does the practice of yoga come from?  __________________________

5. Which people enjoy ikebana, the art of flower arranging? _________________________

6. What percentage of people in the U.S. are Asian or Pacific Island American? _________

7. The healing art using needles, acupuncture, was first used in _________________.

8. On what day did a small Mexican Army defeat a French army? ___________________

9.  What village was that near? _____________________________

10. Who did Napoleon III send to Mexico to be its emperor? _______________________

11. What musicians play traditional Mexican music? _______________________________

12. What holiday is on Sunday, May 10? _________________________________________

13. Where might people buy Mother’s Day gifts this year when most stores are closed?    

   __________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in May (continued)

14. On what day is Armed Forces Day? __________________________________________

15. Name five branches of the Armed Forces.

 _________________________  ___________________  _________________________  
 
 _________________________  ____________________

16. Who must register with Selective Service? ____________________________________

17. What holiday is the last Monday of May? ____________________________________

18. In what state is Arlington National Cemetery? _____________________________

19. Who wrote In Flanders Fields? _________________________________________

20. What is Flanders Fields?  _____________________________________________

21. What red flowers grow in Flanders Fields? _______________________________

22. How long does Ramadan last? _______________________________

23. What religious group celebrates Ramadan? _______________________

24. What holy book do they read? __________________________________

25. What day is Eid al-Fitr this year? __________________________________________



IV. Shenandoah National Park

1.  In what state is Shenandoah National Park? ____________________________________

2. How far is it from Washington, D.C.? _____________________________________

3. How many visitors come here each year? ____________________________

4. What covers 90% of the park? ______________________________

5. Which place is cooler in the summer: the Blue Ridge Mountains  or Washington, D.C. 

6. How many different kinds of wildflowers are there? ___________________

7. What mountains are in this park? ____________________________________

8. What U.S. president had his summer home in this area in the 1930s? ______________________

9. What famous hiking trail goes through Shenandoah National Park? _____________________

10. Which of these things can you do at Shenandoah National Park?

 a. hike  b  camp  c. ride a roller coaster  d. surf

 e. fish   f. ride a horse g. row a boat   h. watch wildlife

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V. Who Will Run Against Donald Trump for President?

1.  Which Democratic candidate dropped out of the race for nomination? __________________________

2. Which Democratic candidate is left to run for president? _____________________________________

3. Who is the incumbent president? _____________________________________

4. What political party does he belong to? _________________________________

5. What changes has the coronavirus caused to the presidential campaign this year?    (circle the answers)

 a. Candidates changed their political parties.

 b. Most of the news on TV was about COVID-19.

 c.  Candidates could not have big rallies with thousands of people.

 d. Volunteers could not go to people’s homes to talk about the candidates.

 e. COVID-19 caused the stock market to go up.

 f. States had orders to STAY-AT-HOME, so many people did not vote in primaries.
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

Choose questions or projects to discuss in a small group. Report to the class. 

1. Many states now have stay-at-home rules to help stop the spread of COVID-19. 
The only people who may go out to work are essential workers. What workers 
in your city are essential, do you think? Are essential workers lucky that they 
are allowed to go to work and earn an income? Or are they in danger because 
they cannot stay home? 

 2. Workers for some companies are able to work from home, by computer and 
telephone. What kinds of work can be done remotely? What advantages do 
people with those jobs have over people who do not have computer skills? 

3. The government is giving out money to unemployed workers, to everyone with a 
Social Security number, and forgivable loans to small business. Where do you 
think the government will get that money? What happens to people who cannot 
qualify for the government help? 

4. Many pharmaceutical companies are trying to make a vaccine that will protect a 
person from getting COVID-19. Some say it will take 18 months. Others say it 
will take much longer. What kinds of tests must a vaccine go through before it 
is accepted? 

5. Some people say that the national election in November should be done by mail so 
people don’t have to be in large groups. They say that a ballot should be mailed 
to every registered voter. Usually, about 55% of registered citizens vote in the 
national election. Would voting by mail increase the number of people who 
vote? What advantages do you see in this? What disadvantages?

6. Young men, both citizens and non-citizens, must register with Selective Service. 
This is so the government has a list of who to call on in case of a national 
emergency. Do you think young women should be asked to register, too? Why 
or why not?



I. Why Should We Stay Home?

1. Stay home
2. Comfort and Mercy
3. President Trump
4. New York State
5. Andrew Cuomo
6. a, c, d, f, g, h, i

II. Help for the Economy

1. a, c, e, g, h, i
2. 2.3 trillion dollars
3. $1,200
4. $500
5. a, c, d
6. 1040; tax return
7. in the mail
8. July 15

III. Events in May

1. Japanese
2. May 10, 1869
3. Chinese workers
4. India
5. Japanese
6. 5.6%
7. China
8. May 5, 1862
9. Puebla, Mexico
10. Maximilian
11. mariachi
12. Mother’s Day
13. Online
14. May 16 (the third Saturday of May)
15. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Coast 

Guard
16. all men from age 18 to 25 in the U.S. except 

foreign students
17. Memorial Day
18. Virginia
19. John McCrae
20. a war cemetery

21. poppies
22. one month
23. Muslims
24. the Koran
25. May 23

IV. Shenandoah National Park

1. Virginia
2. 75 miles
3. one million
4. forest
5. Blue Ridge Mountains
6. 850
7. Blue Ridge Mountains
8. Herbert Hoover
9. Appalachian Trail
10. a, b, e, f, h 

V. Who Will Run Against Donald Trump for 
President?

1. Bernie Sanders 
2. Joe Biden
3. Donald Trump
4. Republican
5. b, c, d, f

May 2020  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS May 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.


