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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

The New Coronavirus

In _______________________________, the world learned about a new kind of illness, a new 

coronavirus. It is very _______________________________. The new coronavirus has symptoms 

similar to the flu: fever,   _______________________________, sore throat, and weakness. It can 

_______________________________ into pneumonia. 

The new coronavirus may have “jumped” to humans from animals such as bats or ________________

_______________. These were for sale at a food _______________________________ in Wuhan, China. 

The coronavirus spread from person to person in Wuhan very _______________________________

. More _______________________________ 60,000 people in China had this illness by mid-February. 

When people from Wuhan traveled, the illness went with _______________________________. It 

spread to _______________________________ than 24 countries. 

      
WORD BANK

 more  quickly  contagious  develop  than

 them  cough  January  market  snakes
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

How to Hold on to Your Job

Hooray! You got a _______________________________! 

Next _______________________________: Can you keep it? 

To keep your job, you will have to be a _______________________________ employee. 

A _______________________________ can’t afford to keep employees who don’t do their 

work. In many cases, the most cooperative and productive employees will keep their jobs the 

______________________________. Here are some       _______________________________:

Ask questions so that you are _______________________________ of what to do and how to do it. 

Don’t be afraid to ask people to explain things _______________________________ than once. 

Show up on time or a little _______________________________. Make sure you give your employer all 

of the hours he or she is _______________________________ you for. 
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WORD BANK

 tips  company  early   valuable  sure

 more  question  longest  paying  job



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Women’s History Month

The month of _______________________________ is Women’s History Month in the United States. 

This month is a time to learn more about women in American _______________________________. In 

many other countries, March 8 is _______________________________ Women’s Day.

Do women have the same rights as men?

In the 1960s, the second Women’s _______________________________ Movement began. Women’s 

groups wanted an _______________________________ Rights Amendment (ERA) to the Constitution. 

The amendment would _______________________________ that women have the same rights as men all 

across the country.

The Equal Rights Amendment _______________________________ both houses of  Congress. It 

needed three-fourths of the _______________________________ (38) to ratify it. Congress put a 

deadline of seven years for _______________________________ by the states. Only 35 states voted for it 

by the deadline. The ERA did not become part of the U.S. _______________________________. 
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WORD BANK

	 history	 Constitution	 ratification	 	 equal		 passed

 rights  guarantee  International March states



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Body Language

Eyes

In some _______________________________, parents teach children not to look 

_______________________________ at someone. For them, looking directly at a 

person shows a _______________________________ of respect. Americans seem to be 

_______________________________ at them. This makes them _______________________________.

Many Americans tell their _______________________________, “Look at 

_______________________________ when I’m talking to you.” We think that it is important to 

“make eye contact” when we are talking to _______________________________ person. It’s a sign of 

openness and _______________________________. It shows respect. It seems to us that a person who 

doesn’t look at us cannot be listening. It seems to us that a person is dishonest if they don’t make 

_______________________________ contact.
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WORD BANK

 me  cultures  uncomfortable directly  another

 eye  staring  honesty  children  lack



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

A Good Night’s Sleep
by Dr. Majid Ali

We all _______________________________ sleep. During sleep, our ______________________________ 

repair our cells, and fight disease and infection. A good night’s sleep helps our concentration the 

_______________________________ day. We can learn better and _______________________________ 

more. A _______________________________ night’s sleep improves our coordination. Our reflexes are 

faster.

Unfortunately, many people do not get a good night’s _______________________________. Stress, 

worries, anger, low blood sugar, and _______________________________ disease can make it difficult 

to get to sleep. People who work _______________________________ shifts may not sleep well in the 

daytime.

Sometimes we find it hard to _______________________________ asleep. Sometimes we wake up 

without enough sleep to _______________________________ our bodies and minds. 
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WORD BANK
 need   next  remember  fall  good

 refresh  sleep  chronic  bodies night



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

Did you _______________________________ money in 2019? By January 31, employers must send every 

_______________________________ a W-2 Form. A _______________________________ Form tells how 

much money you earned in 2019. 

The W-2 Form also tells how much _______________________________ and state tax was taken out of 

your pay. It shows how much _______________________________ was taken out for Social Security and 

Medicare. 

You may have to file an income tax _______________________________. You must send the tax return 

to the Internal Revenue Service (_______________________________) by April 15 this year. People must 

also file a tax return for state _______________________________ taxes. In many cities people must file a 

_______________________________ tax return, too. 

Unmarried people _______________________________ age 65 with wages of $12,200 (or if over age 

65, $13,850) or more, must file a tax return. 
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WORD BANK

 IRS  income  employee  local   return

 W-2  federal  under   money  earn



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Toni Morrison, “A National Treasure”

Stories to tell

In 1965, Morrison got a job as an _______________________________ at a publishing company in 

New York. As an editor, she helped to _______________________________ books by African-American 

writers. She became more serious about writing _______________________________ herself. She had 

stories she _______________________________ to tell!

She expanded her short story _______________________________ a book. It became her first novel, 

The _______________________________ Eye. Morrison _______________________________ on to write 

11 novels. She wrote poems, plays, children’s books, and non-fiction books. Many of her works were 

about the experiences of _______________________________ Americans in white society. Her fifth 

novel, Beloved, was a great _______________________________. It was on the New York Times best-

seller list for _______________________________ a year. 

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS March 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

      
WORD BANK

 almost  African    wanted        editor  novels

 bluest  success    promote        went  into



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

   A     B      C      D

1.   virus    flu   vaccine   fever

2. runny nose   symptom  sore throat   cough

3. contagious   spread  epidemic   immunity

4.  flexible   cooperative  productive   competitive

5. goal    tip   advice   suggestion

6.  shamrock   bishop  leprechaun   pot of gold

7.  spring    autumn  vernal equinox  March 19

8.  delegate   election  caucus   polls

9.  W-2    1099   1040    2020

10.  tax    income  wages    salary 

11.   race    census  count    population

12.   House managers  witness  defense lawyers   Chief Justice
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I. The New Coronavirus

1. The new coronavirus has symptoms similar to what other illness? _____________

2. In what country did the new coronavirus start? _______________________________

3. From what kind of animal do people think the coronavirus got started? ________________

4. How does the coronavirus travel from person to person? ____________________________

5. What city did China quarantine? _______________________________________________

6. People can have the coronavirus, never know it, and still spread the disease.  TRUE   FALSE  

7. What UN organization declared a Global Health Emergency? ________________________

8. For how long must a person who arrives in the U.S. from China be quarantined? _________

9. When is flu season in the United States? ____________________ to __________________

10. Which of these are symptoms of the flu: (circle each correct answer)

       a. fever   b. rash  c. chills  d. energy  e. cough  

       f. increased appetite       g. sore throat       h. runny nose       i. muscle aches

11. What government agency recommends that most people get a flu shot? ______________



I. The Coronavirus (continued) 

12. How can a person avoid catching the flu? (Circle your answers)

 a. travel to China  b. avoid crowds c. go to parties d. wash hands often

 e. don’t touch public door handles f.  visit sick friends g. use hand sanitizer

13. Mark these sentences True or False

 a. The corona virus spread to more than 24 countries. ____

 b. The corona virus can turn into pneumonia. _____

 c. There is a vaccine to prevent the coronavirus. ___

 d.  Many people recover from the coronavirus without any medical help. ____

 e.  Many countries depend on trade with China. ___

 f.  There are no cases of coronavirus in the United States. ____

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. How to Hold on to Your Job

1. To be a valuable employee and good co-worker, you should: (Circle your answers) 

    a. ask questions. b. blame others.    c. take long breaks.     d. complain at work. 

    e. do extra work. f. be flexible.   g. get to work on time.     h. do drugs. 

    i. gossip about a co-worker’s personal life.     j. play computer games at work. 

    k. cooperate with co-workers.       l. have a messy desk or work space. 

    m. tell the boss about the work you are doing.      n. never ask for help.

    o. call your friends while you are at work.     p. show up late to work. 

    q. compete with co-workers          r. brag to co-workers about how much money you make.  

2. Is it OK to tease a co-worker about his or her religion, weight, or language?  YES    NO

3. You and three co-workers are working on a project. The project is due tomorrow morning.  

      It’s 5:00 p.m., the time you usually go home. Your co-workers ask you to stay a little       

      longer and finish the project with them. What should you do? (Circle one) 

  a. Go home. It is not your problem.   

  b. Tell them that you already finished your part of the project.   

  c. Stay and help finish the project.   

  d. Post on Facebook that your co-workers are lazy.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in March

1. The month of March is _____________________ History Month.    MEN’S    WOMEN’S

2. When did the second Women’s Rights Movement begin? ____________________________

3. The Equal Rights Amendment needed the votes of ___________ of the 50 states to ratify it.    

     It only received ____________ votes by the deadline.

4. How many states have equal rights amendments in their state constitutions today? ________

5. How many women Justices are on the Supreme Court? ___________________

6. What country became Christian in the year 432 thanks to a Bishop named Patrick ?

      __________________________

7. What color do many Irish people wear on St. Patrick’s Day? _____________________

8. What are some symbols of St. Patrick’s Day? (Draw a circle around each of your answers):

      a. Congress   b. pot of gold  c. the Bible  d. shamrock   

      e. leprechaun  f. green hats   g. books  

9.  What day is the vernal equinox this year? ________________________________

10. What season begins on that day?  _______________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11. When does baseball season start? (circle one):     winter      spring      summer      fall

12. On Sunday, March 8, one minute after 1:59 a.m. becomes _______________ (circle one):  

 2:00 a.m.    2:00 p.m.   1:00 a.m.   3:00 a.m.   3:00 p.m.

13. How many states will have primary elections or caucuses in March? __________________

14. How many states will have primary elections or caucuses on March 3? ________________

15. What is this day called? _____________________________

16. Every 10 years the U.S. government must count every person living in the United States.

      TRUE            FALSE

17. Who should answer the census questions? _______________________________________

18. By what date should he or she answer the questions? ______________________________

19. What will U.S. Census workers carry when they are going from house to house? (circle   

      your answers)

      a. a map of the neighborhoods b. a photo I.D. badge c. a raincoat  d. a phone

      e. a census bag   f. other equipment  g. a water bottle

III. Events in March (continued)



IV. Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

1. Who gives a worker the W-2 form in January? ________________________________

2. What does this W-2 form show? ___________________________________________

3. By what date must employers send workers this form?  _________________________

4. What four taxes do employers withhold from an employee’s paycheck? _______________

     ________________________  ______________________  _______________________

5. What form do taxpayers use to send their income tax return?________________________

6. By what date must taxpayers file their 2019 income tax returns this year?  ______________

7. Can an employee get a refund if he or she does not file an income tax return? YES   NO

8. What form does an employer give to an independent contractor? _____________________

9. Does an employer withhold taxes or Social Security from the contractor?  YES  NO

10. Is the income tax return a legal document?   YES   NO

11.  What is the Internal Revenue Service’s website? ________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Toni Morrison, “A National Treasure”

1. What was Toni Morrison’s original name? ___________________________________

2. What did she like best to do as a child? ____________________________________

3. Where was she born and when? ___________________________________________

4. What university did she attend? ___________________________________

5. What was the first book she wrote? _____________________________________

6. Which of her books became a best-seller and a movie? _______________________

7. What prize did she win in 1993? ___________________________________

8. What award did President Barack Obama give her? ______________________________             

      _______________________________________________

9. Who said, “Toni Morrison’s writing turns you upside down?” _____________________

      _______________________________________________ 

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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VI. Senate Says Trump is “Not Guilty”

1. Which house of Congress impeached President Trump? _________________________________

2. How many presidents have ever been impeached? _________

3. How many Articles of Impeachment were there? _____________________________________

4. What day did the trial in the Senate begin? _______________________________________

5. How many senators are in the Senate? __________________

6. How many senators does it take to remove a president? _______________

7. Who presided over the trial? ___________________________________________________

8. Were there any more witnesses in the Senate trial? ______________

9. Which senators voted guilty? _______________________________

10. Which senators voted not guilty? ______________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________ 

Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions
Choose one or more questions to discuss with a partner or in a small group. Gather more information. 
Report to the class. 

1. Imagine: You are the ruler of a small island in the Pacific Ocean. Half of the people 
on your island depend on tourists to earn money. A cruise ship with 4,000 tourists  
has just arrived. You know that ten of the people on the ship have recently been 
in Wuhan, China. You know that the coronavirus is very contagious and a person 
might be able to spread it before he or she has any symptoms. Do you let the 
people off the ship to visit? Why or why not? 

2. You live in a multi-racial neighborhood. You learn that some teenagers have been 
harassing Chinese people who have lived in the neighborhood for years. They are 
saying, “Go back to Wuhan. You have the coronavirus.” What do you do?

3. You have a new job that you love and that pays well. One of your co-workers often 
insults some of the other employees, especially those whose English is not good. 
What do you say or do? 

4. Congress is debating a law that would keep the United States on Daylight Saving 
Time all year round. What does this mean in the mornings in the winter? Would it 
be dark when children had to go to school in the mornings? Would that be a good 
idea? Should school start later when daylight hours are short? Would there be an 
improvement by not having to change our clocks twice a year?

5. What are some good reasons for a country to count all of its people every ten years? 
Should it be more often? Some people are afraid to be counted because they are 
here illegally.  Is it important to count them, too?

6. Is it important for a society to give awards to people? What achievements do you 
think deserve awards? What awards have you won? What awards would you want 
to win in your lifetime? 

7. Are you a story teller? Can you take an event in your life or in your family’s history 
and write it as a story? Share the story with the class.

8.  Is there a difference between reading a book and reading something on a computer, 
laptop, or Kindle? Which do you prefer? Ask ten people what ways they like to 
get information or relax with a story. Report to the class. 

9. A government needs money to pay for defense, salaries for lawmakers and 
executives, schools, highways, and many more things. Can you think of ways a 
government can raise money instead of taxes? 



I. The New Coronavirus

1. the flu
2. China
3. bats or snakes
4. droplets from coughs
5. Wuhan and 11 others
6. TRUE
7. WHO
8. 14 days
9. October to March
10. a.  c.   e.  g.  h.  i.  
11. CDC 
12. b. d. e. g. 
13. a. T   b. T   c. F   d. T   e. T  f. F

II. How to Hold on to Your Job

1. a.  e.  f.  g.  k.  m.  
2. NO
3. c (Stay and help finish the project.)

III. Events in March

1. WOMEN’S
2. The 1960s
3. three fourths (38).  35
4. 26 
5. three
6. Ireland
7. green
8. b.  d.  e.  f.  
9. March 19
10. spring
11. spring
12. 3:00 a.m. 
13. 24
14. 15
15. Super Tuesday
16. TRUE
17. Head of Household
18. April 1st
19. a.  b.  d.  e.  f. 

IV. Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

1. employer
2. income from 2019
3. January 31, 2020
4. federal tax, state tax, Social Security tax and 
Medicare tax
5. 1040
6. April 15, 2020
7. NO
8. 1099
9. NO
10. YES
11. IRS.gov

V. Toni Morrison, “A National Treasure”

1. Chloe Anthony Wofford
2. read; hear stories
3. Ohio, 1931
4. Howard University
5. The Bluest Eye
6. Beloved
7. Nobel Prize for Literature
8. Presidential Medal of Freedom
9. Oprah Winfrey

VI. Senate Says Trump is “Not Guilty”

1. House of Representatives
2. three
3. two
4. January 21
5. 100
6. 67
7. Chief Justice of the Supreme Court (John Roberts)
8. NO
9. Democrats
10. Republicans

March 2020  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  
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