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June 2020

Cloze Exercises, Short-answer Tests, and
Critical-thinking Questions

To the Teacher

Cloze Exercises

 When Will It Be Over?
 Starting Your Own Business
 Flag Day
 Summer Begins
 Fourth Of July
 Political Conventions
	 Job	Benefits
 
Which Word Does Not Belong?

Short-answer Tests
 
 When Will It Be Over? 
 Starting Your Own Business
 Events In June and July (2 pages)
 Symbols Of America (2 pages)
 
Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions

Answers



To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS June 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS June 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

When Will It Be Over?

Americans are  __________________________ important questions:  __________________________ 

can we go back to work? When will schools  __________________________? How  

__________________________ we pay our bills? When will this  __________________________ be over? 

There is some good news

Two hundred forty  __________________________ Americans have recovered from COVID-19 as of 

May 13.  

 __________________________ have found a treatment that may help some people with COVID-19 get 

better faster.

Many scientists are working to find a safe and effective vaccine  __________________________ 

COVID-19. 

There are faster tests to  __________________________ out who has the virus. Almost eight million 

Americans have been  __________________________.

      
WORD BANK

 open  against  pandemic  when  asking

	 find	 	 doctors	 	 thousand	 	 can	 	 tested
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Starting Your Own Business

A lot of businesses are in trouble because of the  __________________________. The government  

decided that  __________________________ essential businesses could stay open.

Most state governments ordered  __________________________ stores to close. Most states said that 

stores that sell clothing, office supplies, electronics, and crafts are  __________________________. 

They ordered  __________________________ where people come into close contact with each other 

to shut down. Movie theaters, sports arenas, restaurants, bars, barber shops, hair salons, and nail 

salons had to  __________________________ off their workers and close. Many schools and colleges  

__________________________. Some changed to online classes. Some companies have gone  

__________________________of business. 

As of  __________________________ 13, thirty-three million Americans were unemployed. They 

may be able to  __________________________ unemployment insurance for a while. 

      
WORD BANK

	 closed	 				May	 					non-essential	 	 			many	 	 out

	 collect	 				lay		 					coronavirus	 	 			only	 	 places
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Flag Day

Flag Day is  __________________________ 14. On this day,  __________________________ show 

their love for the flag as a symbol of liberty.

The first “Stars and Stripes” was made in 1777 for General George  __________________________. 

There was one star and one  __________________________ for each of the first 13 states. Later, each 

time a new state  __________________________ the union, a new star was added to the flag.

 __________________________ the flag has 13 red and white stripes. There are 50  

__________________________ stars on a field of blue.

Our national anthem is “The Star- __________________________ Banner.” It is a song  

__________________________ the American flag. Francis Scott Key wrote the words during a battle 

in the War of 1812  __________________________ Great Britain.  

      
WORD BANK

	 joined	 			white	 	 Washington	 spangled	 	 June

	 against	 			stripe	 	 Americans	 	 today		 	 about
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Summer Begins

Summer  __________________________ on June 20. Usually, school  

__________________________ end in June. This year, many schools were closed from  

__________________________ until the end of the school year. 

June is a time for high __________________________ graduations. But 

__________________________ may be no big celebrations this year—no proms, no parties. 

__________________________ there be summer school? Will there be summer day 

camp or sleep-away camp? Will families go on __________________________? No one is 

__________________________. 

Summer brings hot __________________________: 90° F. (degrees Fahrenheit) and even 100+ 

°F. Will people be able to get __________________________ at beaches, lakes, pools, woods, and 

mountains? Some of these places may be closed. 

      
WORD BANK

	 March	 will	 	 temperatures	 	 terms		 there

	 begins	 sure	 	 vacation	 	 	 school	 cool
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Fourth Of July

July 4th is America’s __________________________. The United States will be 244 

__________________________ old. On this day in 1776, leaders of the 13 British colonies 

__________________________ the Declaration of Independence. 

__________________________ learn stories about American history. There are 

__________________________ community picnics and parades in many towns. 

__________________________ towns have races and contests for children. Community leaders make 

__________________________. 

Some people have picnics or barbecues in their __________________________ yards. Many people go 

to beaches. In the __________________________, there are band concerts and fireworks. None of this is 

certain __________________________ year.

      
WORD BANK

	 years		 	 back	 	 speeches	 	 some		 	 evening

	 birthday	 	 this	 	 approved	 	 people	 	 usually



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Political Conventions

The two __________________________ political parties scheduled their conventions during 

the summer. The __________________________ National Convention was scheduled for mid-

July. Because of COVID-19, it was __________________________ to August 17-20. It will be in 

Milwaukee, __________________________.

The Republican National Convention will be from __________________________ 24 to 27 in 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  

There are three main purposes of a political party __________________________: 

1. __________________________ the party’s candidate for president. Create 

__________________________ about this person through speeches, videos, music, and cheering.

2. Nominate the party’s candidate for __________________________ president.

3. Create the party’s goals. What __________________________ will the candidates make in their 

campaigns? This is called the platform.
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WORD BANK

	 changed	 					major	 					convention	 	 nominate	 					promises

	 August	 					vice	 					Democratic	 	 excitement						Wisconsin



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Job Benefits

For most people, the most __________________________ benefit of a job is a paycheck. 

People get __________________________ benefits from their jobs, too. They may 

__________________________ their work. __________________________ may like the people they 

work with. They may like __________________________ things, building things, and being useful. 

They like learning new __________________________. 

When an __________________________ hires a new worker, there may be a benefits package. Fringe 

benefits are things such as __________________________ vacations, paid holidays, life insurance, 

health insurance, dental or vision insurance, uniforms, day care services, scholarships, bonuses, sick 

days, personal days, discounts, or retirement plans.

There are no laws that employers __________________________ give fringe benefits. There are 

many jobs that have no fringe benefits at all.

Fringe benefits help employers to get good employees and keep them __________________________. 
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WORD BANK

	 other		 enjoy		 important	 	 must	 	 paid

	 they	 	 skills	 	 employer	 	 happy	 creating



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

     A        B         C        D

1.   economy   recession   unemployment  symptoms

2.  treatment   vaccine   grant    immunity

3. exhale   spread   cough    talk  

4. barber shop   White House  hair salon   restaurant 

5.  independence  birthday   July 4th   liberty

6.  profit    money   SCORE   capital

7.  governors   reporters    ex-presidents  senators 

8. fireworks   prayers   barbecues   picnics 

9.  mother   father    uncle    brother

10. sympathy   strength   loyalty   freedom

11.  business cards  flyers    records   ads 

12.  Star-Spangled Banner      Statue of Liberty          Mount Rushmore          White House
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. When Will It Be Over?

1. What disease is causing a pandemic? ________________________________

2. What should people wear in publc during a pandemic? ________________________

3. What did the CDC create with conditions for a state to lift restrictions?

 ___________________________

4. How many days after lowering the number of new cases should a state wait? _________

5. In what ways can a person with COVID-19 spread it to others nearby? Circle all answers.

 a. coughing  b. sneezing  c. touching  d. quarantining

 e. exhaling  f. talking  g. kissing  h. singing

6. In which of these places is it difficult to stay six feet away from others?  Circle all answers.

 a. parks   b. hair salons  c. restaurants d. homes

 e. basketball games f. movie theaters  g. jails  h. dormitories

7. Which two states had the most cases of COVID-19? ____________________________

8. How far in debt is the U.S. government? ______________________________________

9. How often will White House officials be testing the President for COVID-19? 

 ___________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Starting Your Own Business

1. During COVID-19, most states said these stores were non-essential. Circle all answers.

 a. clothing stores  b. office supply stores  c. grocery stores  

 d. electronic stores e. craft stores   f. online stores 

2. What is the name of the organization of business executives who help new business  

 people? ____________________________

3. A company owned by one person has a _____________________________.

4. Is it a good idea to borrow money for a business on a credit card?   YES   NO

5. A business owner should keep his or her own money ___________________ the business’s  

 income.  SEPARATE FROM / TOGETHER WITH  (Circle one)  

6. What must a person get from the government in order to open a business  

 checking account? ______________________________________

7. In what kind of business does the owner sell products and recruit others to sell products? 

 _________________________________________________________

8. In 2018, what percentage of these business owners made no money or lost money?

  _________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS June 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

III. Events in June and July

1. How many stars and stripes were on the first American flag? ________________________

2. What two colors are the stripes? _______________________________________

3. When were new stars added to the flag? __________________________________________

4. What day is Flag Day? ____________________________________

5. What is America’s national anthem? _________________________________

6. Who wrote the words to the national anthem? _____________________

7. During what war did he write the words? ________________________________________

8. What can you put on your skin to protect yourself from sunburn? _____________________

9. When does hurricane season begin? __________________________________

10. What parts of the U.S. may be in the path of a hurricane?  

 ______________________________________________

11. What holiday is the third Sunday in June? _____________________________

12. What day is America’s birthday? _______________________

13. How old will the U.S. be on this day? ___________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS June 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

III. Events in June and July (continued)

14. What document did colonial leaders approve on this day in 1776?      

 _____________________________________________________________________

15. When will the Democratic National Convention be? _____________________________   

16. Where will it be? ___________________________________________

17. When will the Republican National Convention be? __________________________ 

18. Where will it be? ___________________________________________

19. What office is the president’s running mate hoping to win?  _________________________

20. What are a political party’s promises and ideas called? _____________________________



IV. Symbols of America

1. What statue is in New York Harbor? __________________________________

2. What color is it? ______________________

3. The people of what country gave this statue to the U.S.? ____________________________

4. What is the outside of the statue made of? _______________________________

5. What is America’s national bird? _______________________________

6. What color are the feathers on its head? _______________________________

7. What animal is on the front of the Great Seal of the U.S.? _______________________________

8. What is it holding? _____________________________________________

9.  What bridge in California connects San Francisco to Marin County? 

 _________________________________________

10. What kind of bridge is it? _________________________________________

11. What is America’s national tree? _____________________________

12. What is the tallest building in the Americas?  

 _______________________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Symbols of America (continued)

13. In what city is this building? _________________________________________ 

14. In what state is Mount Rushmore? __________________________________________

15. Which four U.S. presidents are cut into the rock? ____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

16. What are the first three words of the preamble to the U.S. Constitution?  

 _________________________________________

17. The men who wrote the U.S. Constitution are sometimes called ____________________ 

 _________________________________________ .

18. On what day and year did they sign the Constitution? _________________________________

19. What cracked bell in Philadelphia is a symbol of American independence? 

 _________________________________________

20. What river is the Gateway Arch in St. Louis on? _____________________________________

21 How long is this river? ____________________________________

22. Where does the U.S. president live and work? _______________________________________

23. What is this building’s address? __________________________________________________

24. What man is a symbol that represents the U.S. government? ____________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS June 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

Choose questions or projects to discuss in a small group. Report to the class.

1. By telephone or email, ask 10 people about their experience with COVID-19. 
Do they feel ready to go back to work, go shopping, get a haircut, go to the 
gym, go back to school? What are their reasons? How do they want to protect 
themselves and their families? What will make them feel completely safe? 

2. What do you think would be a good business for you or for your family? What 
would you need to get started? Would you want a partner? Besides hoping to 
make money, what would be your reasons for being in that business? Could you 
do a business online, or do you need to be in contact with customers face to 
face? 

3. Why do you think many schools and government meetings start with the Pledge of 
Allegience? How do you feel about that? Is there any custom or rule like that in 
your home country?

4. Write out the words of your home country’s national anthem. Explain the feeling 
you have when you sing it, or hear others sing it. Translate it as best you can 
into English. 

5. Countries, states, cities, and schools have symbols. What are the symbols for 
your state and your school? Choose symbols for yourself, or for your family, 
house, or business you have or may have someday. What do they mean to you? 
(Examples: Easy English NEWS has an owl for a symbol. Owls represent 
learning and wisdom. Elizabeth Claire likes the symbol of a dove. Doves 
represent peace.)



I. When Will It Be Over?

1. COVID-19
2. face mask
3. guidelines
4. 14
5. a, b, c, e, f, g, h
6. b, c, d, e, f, g, h
7. New York, New Jersey
8. $25 trillion
9. every day

 
II. Starting Your Own Business

1. a, b, e, f
2. SCORE
3. sole proprietor
4. NO
5. SEPARATE FROM
6. federal tax identification number (TIN)
7. Multi Level Marketing (MLM)
8. 73%

 
III. Events in June and July

1. 13
2. red and white
3. when there was a new state
4. June 14
5. the Star-spangled Banner
6. Francis Scott Key
7. War of 1812
8. sunscreen
9. June 1
10. East Coast, Gulf Coast
11. Father’s Day
12. July 4
13. 244 years
14. Declaration of Independence
15. August 17-August 20
16. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
17. August 24 to August 27
18. Charlotte, North Carolina
19. vice president
20. its platform

IV. Symbols of America

1. Statue of Liberty
2. green
3. France
4. copper
5. bald eagle
6. white
7. bald eagle
8. an olive branch and arrows
9. Golden Gate Bridge
10. suspension bridge
11. oak
12. One World Trade Center
13. New York City
14. South Dakota
15. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
      Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln
16. “We the People”
17. the Founding Fathers
18. September 17, 1787
19. Liberty Bell
20. Mississippi River
21. 2,320 miles long
22. White House
23. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C. 
24. Uncle Sam

June 2020  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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