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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

100th Anniversary of Women Voting

The year 2020 is the 100th anniversary of the 19th ___________________________ to the U.S. 

Constitution. This amendment gave American ___________________________ the right to vote. It was the 

___________________________ expansion of democracy in our country’s history. 

There will be events all over the United States ___________________________ year to celebrate this 

centennial. One of the very first events will be the Rose Parade in ___________________________, 

California on New Year’s Day. A Women’s Suffrage Float will ___________________________ the way.

The fight begins

___________________________ 1920, women had very few rights. They could not inherit 

___________________________. They could not ___________________________ their children in a 

divorce. They ___________________________ not enter most professions. 

      
WORD BANK

 could   before  largest  Amendment lead

 property  women  this   Pasadena  keep
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

The Job Interview

A job interview is a two-way ___________________________ between an employer and an applicant 

for a job.

The employer wants to find the best ___________________________ for the job. The applicant 

wants to ___________________________ out if the job is right for him or her. If it is, the applicant 

___________________________ to get the job.

It’s not ___________________________ for employers to make a decision. A company may interview 

many people before they hire ___________________________. They may ask some applicants to 

come ___________________________ for a second and third interview. 

Before the interview 

Before you go to a job interview, learn ___________________________ you can about 

the company and the job. Read about the company on its ___________________________. 

___________________________ big is the company? What does the company do? 
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WORD BANK

 easy  person  conversation  someone  how

	 find	 	 website	 	 everything	 	 	 person	 	 back
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Chinese New Year

 Chinese New Year is a ___________________________-day festival. This year, Chinese New 

Year is ___________________________ 25. Many other Asian ___________________________ 

celebrate Lunar New Year at this time, too. The Year of the Pig ___________________________. 

The new year will be the Year of the ___________________________. 

This is a very ___________________________ holiday for Chinese people and other 

Asians. People ___________________________ all their bills and debts before the new 

year. People clean their homes ___________________________. They “sweep away 

bad luck” and make room for good luck to come ___________________________. They 

___________________________ their doors and windows. They buy new clothes.

      
WORD BANK

 ends  decorate  important  rat  January

	 pay	 	 fifteen	 	 completely		 in	 	 countries
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

The third Monday of ______________________________ is Martin Luther King Jr. Day. This year 

it’s on January 20. King was a great civil rights ______________________________.

King became well-known when he was 26 ______________________________ old. He was a 

minister in a small ______________________________ in Montgomery, Alabama. At that time, there 

were segregation laws in the ______________________________ states. These laws kept white people 

and ______________________________ people separate in schools, restaurants, theaters, buses, and 

trains. 

The Montgomery bus boycott

Laws in ______________________________ southern states said that on a bus, white people could sit 

in front. Black people had to ______________________________ in the back of the bus. 

One day in 1955, a black woman, Rosa ______________________________, sat on a crowded bus. 

Parks ______________________________ to give her seat on the bus to  a white person. She was 

arrested. 

      
WORD BANK

 leader  most  church  black  refused 

 southern  sit  January  Parks  years



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Water — a great medicine 
by Dr. Majid Ali

The human ______________________________ is like a pond.  When there is no rain 

for a long time, the water in the pond ______________________________. Many of the 

______________________________ things in the pond start to die. Chronic dehydration does the 

______________________________ to human cells. 

Water is one of the ______________________________, safest, cheapest, and most effective ways to 

help cells heal and to keep them working well.

Most Americans today are often ______________________________. Many people take 

______________________________ that dry out their cells even more. 

People drink ______________________________ water so they will not need to go to the bathroom 

at work or at school. But frequent trips to the ______________________________ are a small price to 

pay for one of the foundations of good health: optimal hydration!

Water is essential for our blood, for our nerve cells, our heart ______________________________, 

and all of our other muscles. 
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WORD BANK
 medications simplest  bathroom  less   body

 disappears  muscles  living   dehydrated  same



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Jobs in Construction
Construction workers 

___________________________ needs workers to build homes, stores, churches, factories, roads, bridges, 

tunnels, sports arenas, shopping centers, hospitals, office buildings, highways, canals, sewers, and more.

There is a ___________________________ of construction workers in the U.S. The U.S. 

___________________________ of Labor Statistics says that there will be a 10% growth in construction 

jobs in the future.  

Construction work is ___________________________. There is a lot of physical labor 

and heavy ___________________________. Much of the work is outdoors, so workers are 

___________________________ to heat, cold, rain, and wind. The work ___________________________ 

be dangerous. It’s important to have safety equipment and to ___________________________  safety rules. 

What kinds of jobs are there?

There are many ___________________________ of work in construction, from laborer to site 

superintendent and construction manager. 

The lowest-paid construction workers are ___________________________. 
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WORD BANK

 shortage  hard  exposed  follow  laborers

 America  can  lifting   levels  bureau



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Primary Elections and Caucuses

Why does it take so ___________________________ for the United States to elect a president?

Our system is different from parliamentary systems that ___________________________, Germany, and 

the UK have. There, the political party ___________________________ its leader. The leader of the party 

that wins the ___________________________ of seats in government becomes the prime minister. Canada 

can have an election just 57 ___________________________ after the prime minister calls for it. 

In the United States, ___________________________ of people might run for president. All adult 

citizens have a ___________________________ to vote for the president. But whose names will be on the 

___________________________ on election day?

Political parties

___________________________ to a political party’s national convention will nominate their presidential 

candidate. The ___________________________ major political parties in the U.S. are the Democratic Party 

and the Republican Party. There are smaller parties, too. 
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WORD BANK

 days   Canada  delegates  chance two

 ballot   majority  hundreds  chooses long
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

       A           B       C         D

1.   employer      applicant   interview   exaggerate

2. strengths      skills   references   experience 

3. candidate      carpenter   political party  delegate

4.  caucus      president   primary election  convention

5  political party     Democrats  Republicans   Americans

6.  honesty      reliability   integrity   résumé 

7.  bus company     boycott   non-violent   segregation

8.  fruit juice      vegetables  water    tea  

9.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton    Woodrow Wilson  Susan B. Anthony  Alice Paul

10.   Martin Luther King Jr.    abolitionist  silent sentinel  suffragist

11.  electrician      plumber   carpenter   laborer

12.  construction manager    roofer   engineer   architect



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. 100 Years of Voting Rights for Women

1.  On what day and in what year did the 19th amendment become part of the Constitution?

   ______________________

2. To whom did this amendment give the right to vote?___________________

3. Who was this amendment named for? ____________________________________

4. What is a 100th anniversary called? _____________________________________

5. Before 1920, to whom did a woman’s children belong? ______________________

6. Which of these things could women do before 1920. Circle all that apply.

   a. open a bank account  b. sign a contract     c. serve on a jury 

   d. keep her children after divorce       e. earn money and keep it for herself

   f. be elected to Congress g. speak in  public meetings      h. wash clothes 

   i. take care of children  j. cook k. clean the house    l. go to church

7. Who organized the meeting for women in Seneca Falls in 1848?  ___________________ 

   _______________________________________________________________________

8. What document did the women write? _________________________________________ 

            



I. 100 Years of Voting Rights for Women (continued)

9. What was one right the document listed for women? _________________________

10. Before the Civil War, many women activists worked as ___________________________.

11. What right did the 15th amendment give to former male slaves? ____________________

12. Who led 14 women to vote in an election in 1872? _______________________________

13. What organization did she and Elizabeth Cady Stanton start?      

           _______________________________________________________________________

14. Who organized a parade in Washington, D.C. on March 13, 1913? ____________________

            _______________________________________________________________________

15. What president was going to be inaugurated the next day? _______________________

16. What was another name for the women who worked for the right to vote?

          _____________________________________________________

17. Where did the Silent Sentinels stand for two and a half years?  _____________________

18. Who was their leader? __________________________________

19. What kind of strike did she go on in prison?___________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. 100 Years of Voting Rights for Women (continued, 2)

20. What did the prison guards do to stop her from dying? ______________________________

21. Which president asked Congress to pass the right to vote amendment for women? 

           _______________________________________________________________________

22. When was the vote passed in the Senate? _________________________________________

23. What was the next challenge? __________________________________________________

24. How many of the 48 states needed to ratify the amendment? _________________________

25. What was the 36th state to ratify the amendment? __________________________________

26. What day did that happen? ______________________________

27. Where will there be a new monument with Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth, 

          and Elizbeth Cady Stanton? _______________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. The Job Interview 

1. What is a two-way conversation between an employer and an applicant for a job?  

       ______________________________________

2.  The employer wants to find the __________________ person for the job.

3. What should an applicant do to prepare before an interview? Circle your answers.

 a. learn everything about the company b. look at the company website

 c. get references   d. quit school  e. quit his or her current job      f. make a resume

4. What are the three most important qualities to an employer? __________________________

      _______________________________    _______________________________

5. A person should list his or her skills, experience, and contact details on a ______________.

6. When should an applicant arrive for an interview? (circle one)  EARLY    LATE

7. Can an applicant ask the interviewer questions during an interview?   YES    NO

8. Can a person go to more interviews while he or she waits to hear back from one company?     

 YES    NO 

9. What should an applicant send to the interviewer after the interview?  

     _________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in January

1. What is one club of people who go swimming in freezing waters on New Year’s Day?  

     _______________________________________

2. What calendar is used by people all over the world for most purposes?  

     __________________________________

3. When do Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas? ________________________________

4. What calendar do Orthodox Christians use for their holidays? ________________________

5. When is Chinese New Year this year? ___________________________________________

6. 2019 was the Year of the Pig. What animal is the year 2020? ________________________

7. What holiday do Americans celebrate on the third Monday of January? ________________  

      _________________________________________________

8. Segregation laws kept ____________________ people and _____________________ people   

      separate in schools and other public places.

9. Who did Montgomery police arrest for refusing to give her bus seat to a white  person?  

     __________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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10. Who led the Montgomery bus boycott?  ______________________________________

11. What group did King and other civil rights leaders form? ___________________________

       _________________________________________________________________________

12. Who taught his followers to “use love, not violence”? ______________________________

13. Did the governors of the southern states want to end segregation?     YES      NO

14. Where did 250,000 marchers go on August 28, 1963?______________________________

15. What famous speech did Martin Luther King, Jr. give this day?  

      _________________________________________________________________________

16. When did Congress pass the Civil Rights Act?  __________________________________

17. What prize did Martin Luther King, Jr. win soon after that? _________________________  

       ________________________________________________________________________

18. When did James Earl Ray assassinate Martin Luther King, Jr.? ______________________

19. What are the 2 articles of impeachment the House Judiciary Committee prepared Dec. 10?

      __________________________________      ____________________________________

III. Events in January (continued)



IV. Jobs in Construction

1. Is there a shortage of construction workers in the U.S. now?    YES       NO

2. Is construction work easy?      YES       NO

3. What are some things construction workers build? Circle your answers.

 a. roads  b. bridges  c. sports arenas  d. toys e. furniture  

 f. homes  g. churches  h. shopping malls  i. cars  j. factories

4. Match the Construction job with what it does.

 laborer _________    a. works with pipes and plumbing

 architect ________   b. joins metal together with high heat

 mason _________    c. works with wiring 

 welder _________    d. does the heavy lifting and general work

 electrician _______   e. makes the plans for the projects

 roofer ______    f. works with bricks, blocks, and concrete

 plumber ________    g. adds the shingles to a house or building

5. When the economy is ________________________ there are plenty of construction jobs. 

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Primary Elections and Caucuses
1. What are the two biggest political parties in the U.S.? _______________________________

2. During what 4 months do Americans choose the delegates for their favorite candidates? 

      ___________________, ___________________, __________________, _______________

3.  A meeting where members of a political party listen to speeches and then vote by walking

       to a candidate’s area is called a _____________________________.

4. In a primary election, members of a political party vote by ____________________  ballot.

5. When and where is the first 2020 caucus? _________________________________________

6. When and where is the first primary election? _____________________________________

7. How many states will have their primary elections on Super Tuesday, March 3? _________

8. Where is the Democratic Party’s national Convention? ____________________________

9. When is it? _____________________________________________

10. How many Democratic delegates will go? ____________________________________

11. Where is the Republican Party’s national Convention? ____________________________

12. When is it? _____________________________________________

12. How many Republican delegates will go? _________________________________



Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions
Choose one or more of these questions. Work with a partner or a small group to discuss or research 
these questions and report to the class. 

1. Research the events across the U.S. that are celebrating the anniversary of women 
getting the right to vote. Are there any in your area? Which celebrations seem the 
most interesting to you?

2. Choose a suffragist to research. What important things did she do in the fight to 
vote? What else did you learn about her life?

3. Women fought for over 70 years to get the right to vote. Why do you think that right 
to vote was so important to these women? Is that right to vote still important 
today? Why? 

4. How is the leader chosen in your home country? Who has the right to help choose 
that leader? 

5. Make a list of New Year’s Resolutions. Look at your list. Which resolutions will be 
easy to keep? Which resolutions will be harder to keep?

6. Martin Luther King Jr. worked hard for civil rights. Communities all over the country 
celebrate him in January. How does your community celebrate him? Think of 
ways you could celebrate him in your home or at school. Report your ideas to the 
class.

7. Listen to Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a Dream speech on YouTube. What do you 
think about his dream for the country in 1963? In 2020, has his dream come true? 
Why or why not? What are your dreams for your life? What are your dreams for 
our country?

8. There are many different jobs in construction. Research 2 listed in the article that 
seem interesting to you. What do you like about these jobs? What don’t you like 
about these jobs? Would you like to do these jobs everyday? Report about them to 
the class.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Short-Answer Tests
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I. 100 Years of Women’s Right to Vote

1.August 26, 1920
2. women
3. Susan B. Anthony
4. centennial
5. her husband
6. h, i, j, k, l,
7. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott
8. Declaration of Sentiments
9. right to vote
10. abolitionists
11. right to vote
12. Susan B. Anthony
13. National Woman Suffrage Association
14. Alice Paul and Lucy Burns
15. Woodrow Wilson
16. suffragists
17. in front of the White House
18. Alice Paul
19. hunger strike
20. fed her by force
21. Woodrow Wilson
22.  June 4, 1919
23. ratify the amendment
24. 3/4 or three fourths
25. Tennessee
26. August 18, 1920
27. Central Park, NY
 
II. The Job Interview

1. a job interview
2. best
3. a, b, c, f
4. honesty, integrity, and reliability
5. résumé
6. EARLY
7. YES
8. YES
9. a thank-you note

III. Events in January

1. Polar Bear Clubs

2. Gregorian calendar
3. January 7
4. Julian calendar
5. January 25
6. the rat
7. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
8. white, black
9. Rosa Parks
10. Martin Luther King Jr.
11. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC)
12. Martin Luther King Jr.
13. NO
14. Washington, D.C.
15. I Have a Dream speech
16. 1964
17. Nobel Peace Prize
18. 1968
19. Abuse of Power; Obstruction of Congress 

IV. Jobs in Construction

1. YES
2. NO
3. a, b, c, f, g, h, j
4. d, e, f, b, c, g, a
5. good

V. Primary Elections and Caucuses

1. Democratic Party and Republican Party
2. February, March, April, May, June
3. caucus
4. secret
5. Iowa, February 3
6. New Hampshire February 11
7. 16
8. Milwaukee Wisconsin
9. July 13 to 16
10. 4594
11. Charlotte, North Carolina
12. August 24 to 27
13. 2550


