
April 2020

Cloze Exercises, Short-answer Tests, and 
Critical-thinking Questions

To the Teacher

Cloze Exercises

 How Will the U.S. Fight the Coronavirus?
 Laws About Work
 Who Will be the Presidential Candidates?
 Arbor Day
 Don’t Catch COVID-19
 Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day
 Poetry Month

Which Word Does Not Belong?

Short-answer Tests

 How Will the U.S. Fight the Coronavirus?
 Laws About Work
 Events in April (2 pages)
 Who Will be the Presidential Candidates?
 Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day (2 pages)
 Poetry Month
 
Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions

Answers

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2020. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2020. 
Teachers may photocopy these pages for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

How Will the U.S. Fight the Coronavirus?

The coronavirus has a _______________________________ name: COVID-19. The World Health 

Organization has called it a _______________________________. As of _______________________________ 

13, there were 130,000 cases in 100 countries. The _______________________________ cases were 

in China, Italy, South Korea, Japan, Singapore, and Iran. The U.S. had 1,700 _________________

______________. The numbers _______________________________ every day. At this date, no one 

_______________________________ knows how many cases there are in the U.S. There were not 

_______________________________ testing kits to test people. 

What does COVID-19 do?

_______________________________ is a new disease. Doctors don’t yet know 

_______________________________ about the virus. People have no immunity to it.  

      
WORD BANK

 this  really   pandemic  increase  new

 cases March  everything  enough  most
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Laws About Work 

There are many laws and _______________________________ about work in the U.S. 

Who can work? 

Employers may hire only _______________________________ workers. They 

must be old _______________________________ to work legally. Children are not 

_______________________________ to do all of the same jobs that adults can do. 

New workers must _______________________________ identification and fill out an Employment 

Eligibility Verification Form (I-9). 

Children under 14 may deliver _______________________________ or work as actors. 

They may do small _______________________________ around a home. Children 12 and 

_______________________________ can baby-sit. 

Children aged 14 and 15 may not work _______________________________ school hours. They may 

not work more than three hours on a _______________________________ day, eight hours on a non-

school day, or 40 hours in a non-school week.  
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WORD BANK

     enough       older       school     legal      during

     regulations      newspapers      allowed     chores      bring
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Name________________________________________________ Date _____________________

Who Will be the Presidential Candidates?

The Republicans 

The Republicans _______________________________ know that Donald Trump will be their 

candidate for president. He is the _______________________________ president. That gives him 

many _______________________________. He is in the news _______________________________ 

day. Everyone knows _______________________________. He has held many rallies to 

get his supporters _______________________________. One other Republican candidate is 

still in the _______________________________ to win the nomination: former governor of 

Massachusetts Bill Weld. As of the day Easy English NEWS went to press, Weld had one 

_______________________________ for the Republican National Convention. Donald Trump has 

1,104. He is sure to get the 1,276 delegates that he needs. 

The Democrats 

But for _______________________________, trying to be the nominee of their party is taking a long 

time. It’s _______________________________. 

 
WORD BANK

 race  exhausting  incumbent  every  already

 him  Democrats  advantages excited delegate
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Arbor Day  

National Arbor Day is the last _______________________________ in April. This 

year it is _______________________________ 24. People across the U.S. plant trees 

to _______________________________ it. Each state chooses the day that is good for 

_______________________________ trees in their own state. Thirty-eight states celebrate 

_______________________________ Day in March or April. Twelve states have Arbor Day in other   

_______________________________. 

How to plant a tree

When you plant a tree, you have to _______________________________ into the 

future. How _______________________________ will the tree be in 30 years? It will 

_______________________________ a lot of space then. Don’t plant it too close to 

_______________________________ trees, a sidewalk, a house, a fence, or a wall. Don’t plant the tree 

under telephone lines or electric power lines. 

 
WORD BANK

 big  Friday  celebrate  need  months 

 think  arbor   planting  April  other  
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Don’t Catch COVID-19

Wash your hands!

The virus spreads through _______________________________ droplets in the air from a sneeze or cough. 

The _______________________________ fall on anything: tables, desks, railings, handles, doorknobs, and 

shopping carts. The virus can _______________________________ there for more than a week.

Use soap and clean running water to _______________________________ your hands. Don’t forget 

the backs of your hands, _______________________________ your fingers, and under your fingernails. 

Wash after _______________________________ things outdoors, after using the bathroom, and after 

blowing your nose. (Sing Happy Birthday _______________________________ times while you are 

washing.) Use hand sanitizer if you _______________________________ wash. Don’t touch your eyes, 

nose or mouth before washing _______________________________ hands. 

Don’t touch!

Push doors open with your _______________________________. 

      
WORD BANK

 tiny    wash  touching  cannot  elbow

 stay    two   between  droplets  your



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day

Scientists say that the _______________________________ is 4.6 billion years old. It has been a 

_______________________________ “Mother Earth” to us humans and many other living things. But 

“Mother’s” children have not _______________________________ taken good care of her.

The U.S. 50 years ago

Fifty years ago, there weren’t many laws _______________________________ air 

and water pollution. Gasoline for cars _______________________________ lead. Cars 

got only 13 _______________________________ to the gallon of gas. Cities dumped 

_______________________________ in the ocean and sewage in the rivers. Factories dumped 

toxic waste _______________________________ rivers. The water in lakes and rivers was 

_______________________________ safe to drink, and the fish were not safe to eat. 

There were big mountains of garbage outside of many _______________________________ cities. 
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WORD BANK

 large  miles  contained  against  Earth

 not  into  wonderful  always  garbage



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Poetry Month

April is _______________________________ Month. It is a time to read poetry, learn about poetry, 

_______________________________ poetry, and love poetry. We can enjoy poems all year, not 

_______________________________ in April. 

Poetic devices

A person who _______________________________ poems is called a poet [POH et]. A poet 

wants to express an idea, tell a story, or show a _______________________________ with 

words. The poet chooses the words _______________________________. Sometimes a poet 

_______________________________ repeat a word or line for emphasis.

_______________________________ poets will use the same sounds at the end of words. This is 

_______________________________ a rhyme [RIME]. Many poems contain rhymes, but some do          

_______________________________.

      
WORD BANK

 writes  poetry      carefully   often  feeling

 just   will       memorize  not  called
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

      A             B        C        D

1.   COVID-19   coronavirus   pneumonia   symptoms

2. cruises   trains    planes   buses

3. concerts   homes   meetings   schools

4.  crowd    sanitizer   soap    mask

5. labor    chore    income   work

6.  hard hat   permit   goggles   work gloves

7.  commission   time-and-a-half  tips    Medicare

8. incinerator   pollution   sewage   smog

9.  seder    matzoh   concert   synagogue 

10. rhythm   rhyme    meter    image

11.  caucus   personification  convention   delegate
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. How Will the U.S. Fight the Coronavirus?
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1. What is the new name of the coronavirus? __________________________________

2. How much money will the U.S. spend to fight the coronavirus? ________________

3. What does CDC stand for? _________________________________________________

4. What medicine prevents a person from getting a disease? ________________________

5. Is there one yet for the coronavirus?    YES    NO

6. What are three symptoms of coronavirus? ______________________________________,

 _____________________________________,   _______________________________

7. Which of these will help prevent the spread of COVID-19? Circle all correct answers.

     a. washing hands b. hand sanitizer         c. share drinking cups  d. wearing a mask

     e. shaking hands f. touching doorknobs g. avoiding crowds          h. quarantine

      i. sneezing  j. kissing         k. drink lots of fluids    l. cough into your elbow

8. When one event causes another event, and the second event causes third events, this is an 

example of the ____________________________.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Laws About Work

1. May children under 15 years old work during school hours?    YES   NO

2. May children do small chores around a home?    YES   NO

3. May children aged 12 and older baby-sit?      YES   NO

4. May children aged 15 work 45 hours a week?    YES   NO

5. May children aged 16 do hazardous work?    YES    NO

6. How old must a person be to work at a hazardous job?  _____________________

7. What is the minimum hourly wage in the United States? _________________________

8. Some service workers do not earn the minimum wage because they get ________________.

9. What four taxes must employers withhold from an employee’s wages?

     _________________________________________________________________________

10. May an employer discriminate against a worker because of the worker’s race or religion?   

 YES   NO

11. May an employer require a worker to speak English if it is necessary to communicate with  

 customers?    YES  NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in April

1. What event happens on April 1? ___________________________________________

2. When is National Poetry Month? __________________________________________

3. What special bread do Jews eat during Passover? ______________________________

4. What is the special dinner on Passover called? ___________________________________

5. According to the story, who led the Jews out of Egypt? ________________________

6. What was on the two large stone tablets that he brought down from the mountain top?

 ____________________________________________________

7. What is the deadline for people to pay their income taxes this year? ___________________

8. Where is the National Cherry Blossom Festival? _________________________________

9. What is another name for Administrative Professionals’ Day? _____________________

10. What is the most important holiday for Christians? ______________________________

11. What is the saddest day of the year for Christians? ______________________________

12. Who died on this day? _________________________



III. Events in April (continued) 

13. What animal is a symbol of Easter? _________________________

14. When is Earth Day? __________________________________________ 

15. What is the holy month for Muslims called? _______________________________________

16. What do Muslims over age 12 do during this month? _______________________________

17. What book do they read each day? ______________________________________________

IV. Arbor Day

1. What day is National Arbor Day? ____________________________________________

2. Does each state celebrate Arbor Day on the same day?    YES     NO

3. What does someone need when they plant a tree? Circle your answers

     a. a shovel b. a bucket      c. stakes      d. a basket    e. nylon stockings     f. compost

     g. a young tree     h. a hammer     i. a ball     j. mulch     k. a window

Name _______________________________________  Date _____________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Who Will be the Presidential Candidates?

1. Who will be the Republican Party’s candidate for president? _________________________

2. How many delegates did he have as of March 13? __________________

3. Who is the other Republican candidate who has one delegate? ______________________________

4. How many delegates will a Democratic candidate need to be the nominee of the Democratic  

 Party? _____________________________

5.  Who are the Democratic candidates still in the race (as of March 13)?  ________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________

6. Which Democratic candidates dropped out of the race? ______________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________

7.  Which Democratic candidate was in the lead, as of March 13? _______________________

8. How many delegates did he have at that time? _____________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day

1. How old do scientists think the Earth is? _________________________________________

2. Choose words from this list to fill in the blanks in the sentences:

  lead  smog  spill  factories  sewage      gas 

 a. Cities dumped ___________________ into lakes and rivers.

 b. Cars got only 13 miles per gallon of ____________________.

 c. _____________________________ dumped toxic waste into rivers.

 d. There was ________________________ in the air in some cities that burned poeple’s  

     eyes.

 e. Gasoline had _____________________ in it. 

 f. There was a terrible oil ___________________ near Santa Barbara in 1969. 

3. Gaylord Nelson had been the governor of what state? ____________________________

4. When was the first Earth Day? ________________________________

5. How many Americans took part in that first Earth Day? ___________________________



6. What four laws did Congress pass by the end of the year after Earth Day? 

 ___________________________________________________________________

  ___________________________________________________________________

          ___________________________________________________________________

          ___________________________________________________________________

7. The Earth is not too hot and not too cold. It’s just right for life. People say it is a    

 ___________________ Planet. 

8. What protects the Earth from too much radiation from the sun? ________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________

9. What holds the sun’s heat on the Earth so it doesn’t freeze at night?_____________________

        __________________________________________________________________________

10. How many species of animals are there on Earth? ____________________________

11. How many species of plants are there on Earth? ________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day (continued)



VII. Poetry Month

1. What do you call a person who writes poetry? _____________________________

2. Circle the pairs of words that rhyme:

 a.  sea     me b. house   mouse  c.  pain  pair  d. to     go

 e. two    blue         f.  line    lane  g.  night      light  h. gave    have

3. What poetic device means talking about something as if it were a person? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the rhyme pattern in the poem, The Crocodile? ______________________________

5. Who wrote the poem, The Crocodile? _____________________________________________

6. What word, that rhymes with in, did he use in the poem to mean the crocodile’s smile?    

         _______________________________________

7. What were his two most famous stories? ___________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

8. What was his real name? ________________________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions

Choose one or more questions to discuss with a partner or in a small group. Gather more information. Report to 
the class.  

1. How is the system for choosing candidates for president different from the way 
people choose them in your home country?

2. Each year, 28 million people get the flu. Between 20 and 50 thousand people die 
from it. So far, this number is way higher than the number of people who have 
gotten COVID-19. Why do you think COVID-19 is in the news constantly, but we 
don’t hear much about the ordinary flu? Research your answer.

3. Soon there will be a vaccine against COVID-19. Imagine that the government asks 
for volunteers to try it before they use it for everyone. They want to be sure that 
it’s safe and that it works. Would you volunteer to be one of the first to get it? 
Why or why not? 

4. Imagine you are the owner of a new business. What would you make or sell? How 
many employees do you think you would need? What would each of them do? 
How would you get those employees? How would you pay them during the “start 
up” when there is no income? How would you know how much to pay them? 
What safety rules would you need for them? What benefits would you give your 
employees?

5. How many ways can you think of that trees help people or the environment?

6. Think about the feelings you have in spring. Write a poem about the changes in 
spring and the feelings you have. It doesn’t have to rhyme. Work on the poem 
until it has the “best words.” Use personification. Read your poem to the class. 

7. Download the chart of delegates for the two political parties at Elizabethclaire.com/
collections/free-stuff. Fill in the number of delegates that each candidate wins 
in the April, May, and June primaries. Which candidate has gotten a majority of 
delegates? What would happen if no one had a majority of their party’s delegates? 



I.How Will the U.S. Fight the Coronavirus?

1. COVID-19
2. 8.3 billion dollars
3. Centers for Disease Control
4. vaccine
5. NO
6. cough, fever, difficulty breathing
7. a,   b,   g,   h,   l
8. ripple effect

II. Laws About Work

1. NO
2. YES
3. YES
4. NO
5. NO
6. 18
7. $7.25
8. tips
9. federal income taxes, state income taxes, Medicare,  
    and Social Security taxes
10. NO
11. YES

III. Events in April

1. April Fool’s Day
2. April
3. matzoh
4. a seder
5. Moses
6. the Ten Commandments
7. April 15
8. Washington, D.C.
9. Office Workers’ Day
10. Easter
11. Good Friday
12. Jesus
13. rabbit or bunny
14. April 22
15. Ramadan
16. fast
17. the Koran

IV. Arbor Day

1. April 24
2. No
3. a,   b,   c,   e,   f,   g,   h,   j

V. Who Will be the Presidential Candidates?

1. Donald Trump
2. 1,104
3. Bill Weld 
4. 1991
5. Bernie Sanders, Joe Biden, Tulsi Gabbard
6. Pete Buttigieg, Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth 
Warren, Michael Bloomberg
7. Joe Biden
8. 878

VI. Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day

1 4.6 billion years
2. a. sewage b. gas  c. factories
    d. smog e. lead  f. spill
3. Wisconsin
4. 1970
5. 20 million
6. Environmental Protection Act, Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act
7. Goldilocks
8. atmosphere
9. atmosphere
10. 2,141,700
11. 391,000

VII. Poetry Month

1. a poet
2. a,   b,   e,   g
3. personification
4. ABAB
5. Lewis Carroll
6. grin
7. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
    Through the Looking Glass
8. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson

April 2020  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  
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