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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

The Climate is Changing!

Millions of people in 150 countries held marches and  ______________________________ 

on September 20 this year. They urged governments and businesses to take action to  

______________________________ climate change. Young people ____________________________ 

many of the protests.

Scientists have shown that human activity is  ______________________________ the world’s 

climate.  ______________________________ gases such as carbon dioxide cause more of the sun’s 

heat to stay on earth. Carbon  ______________________________ comes from power plants and 

vehicles that burn coal, oil, and gasoline. Methane comes from melting permafrost and flatulence from 

cows,  ______________________________, and other livestock.

The United Nations set up the  ______________________________ Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

in 1988. The IPCC gives reports on the climate every  ______________________________ years. The 

latest report was  ______________________________ 2018.

      
WORD BANK

	 slow	 	 changing	 	 dioxide	 intergovernmental	 five

 led  greenhouse pigs  demonstrations  in
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

What is Impeachment?

______________________________ is an attempt to remove the president from office without 

waiting for an election. ______________________________ would this happen? How does this 

______________________________? Who can impeach the ______________________________? 

The Constitution of the United States, ______________________________,

The President… of the United States, shall be ______________________________ from office on 

impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors. 

The Constitution also says: The House of Representatives shall have the sole 

______________________________ of impeachment. The Senate shall have the sole power of trying 

the impeachment. 

It’s a very ______________________________ action to remove a president from office. There 

______________________________ be a very good reason. There must be evidence to show that the 

President has done something very bad. 

Have any presidents ______________________________ impeached before? 

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2019. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

      
WORD BANK

 happen  says  been  removed  president

 power  why  must  serious  impeachment



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Veterans Day

Veterans Day is ______________________________, November 11. On this day, Americans 

______________________________ the men and women who have served in the Army, Marines, 

Navy, Air Force, or Coast Guard. There are ______________________________ in many cities 

and towns on Veterans Day. There is a special ceremony at the National Cemetery in Arlington, 

______________________________. People ______________________________ flags and flowers to 

soldiers’ graves. 

Armistice Day

From 1914 to 1918, more than 61 million soldiers from 31 countries fought in World 

______________________________ I. Eight and a half ______________________________ soldiers 

were killed in battles in that war. Five million civilians died, ______________________________. On 

______________________________ 11, 1918, the countries signed an agreement to stop fighting.  

The armistice was signed “at the ______________________________ hour on the eleventh day of the 

eleventh month” of 1918. 
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WORD BANK

 honor  Virginia  war  November  eleventh

 bring  million  too  parades  Monday



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

The First Thanksgiving in America

 In Britain, in the ______________________________, people did not have religious* 

freedom. Everyone had to go to the Church of ______________________________.  

One ______________________________ of Christians did not like the Church of England. 

They wanted to have a pure, ______________________________ church. They left their 

______________________________ in England and went to Holland. Later, they were not 

______________________________ there, either. They ______________________________ their 

belongings* to get money for a ship to take them to America. One hundred four people crossed the 

Atlantic ______________________________ on a little ship called the Mayflower. Today, we call 

those people the ______________________________.  

The ship landed in Massachusetts on ______________________________ 21, 1620. 

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2019. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

      
WORD BANK

 England  homes  sold   group   happy

 simple  1600s  Pilgrims  December  Ocean



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Human Lifespan

Two thousand years ago, in ancient ______________________________, only 50% of people lived 

past their 22nd birthday. By 2019, the average ______________________________ expectancy in the 

U.S. was 78.7 years!

What has caused people to live ______________________________ lives?

People have more food because of better ______________________________. Children are 

______________________________ against deadly diseases. ______________________________ 

have running water and indoor toilets. People wash their hands and bathe more 

______________________________. Doctors have ways to ______________________________ 

diseases with antibiotics and surgery.

______________________________ our lifespan continue to increase?

It seems to me that most people could live to ______________________________. 
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WORD BANK

 vaccinated  often   longer  Rome 100

 farming  homes  treat   life  will



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Jobs in Health Care

The health care field is growing faster than any other kind of ______________________________. 

By 2026, there will be 2.4 million more ______________________________ care jobs. If you like 

______________________________ people, this is a good field for you. 

  Medical specialists, surgeons, and ______________________________ need the most education: 

ten years after high school ______________________________. 

Doctors, dentists, chiropractors, pharmacists, and veterinarians need __________________________ 

years past high school. 

Registered nurses ______________________________ a bachelor’s degree (four years) and 

certification. Medical technicians need ______________________________ six months and two years 

of training after a high school diploma. 

Home health aides ______________________________ need eight weeks or more of training. 

Orderlies in hospitals ______________________________ get training on the job. 
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WORD BANK

 health  psychiatrists need  usually  can

 helping  occupation  eight  graduation  between



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

American Indians

Millions of people already lived in North and South America before ___________________________ 

came here in 1492. There were thousands of different ______________________________. 

Each nation had its ______________________________ language, customs, and culture. 

______________________________ groups were farmers. Some ______________________________ 

hunters. Some lived in ______________________________ cities. 

When Columbus met the first of these people, he ______________________________ he was in 

the Indies. He called the people ______________________________ “Indians”. Today we call them 

“American Indians” or “______________________________ Americans”.

Relations between the newcomers and Indians 

The ______________________________ between American Indians and the Europeans who came to 

the Americas was very complex.
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WORD BANK

 native thought  relationship   own  nations

 great  here   Columbus   were  some



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

     A            B      C        D

1.   climate        weather   heat wave  global

2.  Power plants       carbon dioxide  panel   greenhouse gas

3. solar power        coal   oil   gas

4.  House of Representatives    White House  Senate  Supreme Court

5.  trial         facts   proof   evidence

6.  Andrew Johnson       Richard Nixon  Bill Clinton  Donald Trump

7.  Washington, D.C.        Russia   United States Ukraine  

8.  Navy         civilians   Army   Marines

9.  sugar         antibiotics  hormones  additives

10. veterinarian        home health aide nurse   dental hygienist

11.  reservation        Indian   explorer  tribe

12. language        culture   powwow  code

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS November 2019. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. The Climate is Changing!
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1. What does IPCC stand for? ________________________________________________

2. When were there marches about climate change in 150 countries? _________________

3. How much of a temperature rise will be very bad for the earth? ___________________

4. What is happening to glaciers? _______________________________________

5. What is happening to sea levels? ______________________________________

6. Who called for a Climate Action Summit in September of this year? 

     ________________________________________________________________________

7. How many countries promised to cut greenhouse emissions to zero by 2050? ___________

8. What are some fossil fuels? ___________________________________________________

9. What gas is emitted when fossil fuels are burned? ______________________________

10. Which three countries are the world’s largest greenhouse gas emitters? _______________ 

      _______________________________________________________________________

11. What can people plant to absorb carbon dioxide? _________________________________

12. Name two forms of power that do not cause greenhouse gas emissions. _______________

       _________________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. What is Impeachment?

1. What U.S. document tells how a president can be impeached?  _______________________

2. What are four things that can cause Congress to impeach the president?

 _____________________________________________________________________

3. Which part of Congress has the sole power of impeachment? _______________________

  _____________________________________________________________________

4. How many Democrats are in that part? _______  How many Republicans? _______

5. What political party does President Donald Trump belong to? ______________________

6. Which part of Congress has the sole right to try the impeachment? __________________

7. How many Democrats are in that part? ________ How many Republicans?  _______

8. Who presides over an impeachment trial? _________________________________

9. How many senators does it take to convict a president and remove him from office? ____

10. Which two presidents were impeached in the past? __________________________



II. What is Impeachment? (continued)

11. Were they removed from office?     YES    NO

12. Which president resigned? __________________________________

13. Who is the Speaker of the House of Representatives? _______________________________

14. What political party does she belong to? _________________________________

14. Who is the minority leader in the Senate? ________________________________

15. What political party does he belong to? __________________________________

16. Who did President Trump ask for information about former Vice President Joe  

      Biden? ____________________________________________

17. In what building are the Senate and the House of Representatives?  _____________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in November

1. Who were the “first Americans”? __________________________________

2. On what day do Catholics and other Christian groups go to church to say special prayers for  

    saints? __________________________________

3. What does Dia de los Muertos mean? _________________________________________

4. Where in the U.S. is this holiday most popular? ____________________________________

5. Eid Milad ul-Nabi celebrates whose birthday? _____________________________________ 

6. When is Election Day? _______________________________________ 

7. Who can vote? __________________________________________________________

8. Where do people go to vote? ___________________________________________________  

     ___________________________________________________

9. When does Daylight Saving Time end? __________________________________

10. What is the day after Thanksgiving called? __________________________________

11. Who do Americans honor on November 11? __________________________________

12. Where is the National Cemetery for American soldiers? ____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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13. When was World War I? ________________________________

14. How many soldiers were killed in World War I? _______________________________

15. How many civilians were killed in World War I? _________________________________

16. What was the day called when World War I ended? _______________________________

17. When did Congress change the name to Veterans Day? ____________________

18. What holiday is on the fourth Thursday of November? _____________________________

19. What is the purpose of this holiday? ____________________________________________

20. Is it connected to any religion?   YES        NO

21. When did the Pilgrims land in Massachusetts? __________________________________

22. How many Pilgrims were still alive after the first winter in America? _________________

23. Who were two Indians who spoke English and greeted the Pilgrims?  

 __________________________________ and __________________________________

24. How many Indians came to the feast in October? ___________

III. Events in November (continued)



IV. The Human Lifespan

1. What is the average life expectancy in the U.S. in 2019? __________________________

2. What has become an epidemic over the past 30 years? ____________________________    

3.  What two things do farmers put in animals food to make them grow bigger?

      _____________________________ and ___________________________________

4. Cheap sweeteners and artificial flavors are ___________________________ that make food

     taste good.

5. What do toxins in our food do to our bodies? _______________________________ and

     _____________________________________________

6. Sit-down jobs, TV, computers, and video games burn fat.    YES      NO

7. What should you do to fruits and vegetables before you eat them? _____________________

8. What should you read on food packages to find out what is in it? ______________________

9. What helps flush toxins out of your body? _____________________,  ________________,

     and ____________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Jobs in Health Care

1. How many more jobs will there be in the health care field by 2026?________________

2. How many years of education and training after high school do these health care   

    professionals need?

 a. psychiatrists ____   b. pharmacists ____    c. dentists ___   d.  registered nurses ____

 e. veterinarians ___    f. home health aides ______________   g. X-ray technicians ____   

3. What is the median pay for these workers? a. orderly _________________

 b. chiropractor _______________  c. physical therapist ____________________ 

4. In what book can you find more information about health care jobs? ___________________    

     __________________________________________________________________________

5. Who are the first health care people to arrive after an accident?  ______________________

6. What kind of doctor puts a person to sleep before surgery? __________________________

7. What kind of doctor treats problems with feet? ___________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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VI. American Indians

1. Who gave the name Indians to the people he met in America? _________________________

2. What two diseases killed many Indians? _____________________ and ________________

3. What governments made treaties with the Indians in the 1700s and 1800s?

     ______________________________ and __________________________________

4. After these treaties, where did the Indians move? _____________________________

5. What animal did the Plains Indians need for food? _____________________________

6. Where did all Indians have to live after 1890? _____________________________

7. When did Indians become U.S. citizens? _____________________________

8. Where did the U.S. government send Indian children? _____________________________

9. When did the American Indian Movement (AIM) begin? _____________________________

10. How many American Indians are in the U.S. today? _____________________________

11. At what events do Indians share their culture (tell stories, dance, and play music) with    

     other Indian groups? ____________________________________________________ 



Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions
Choose one or more of these questions. Work with a partner or a small group to discuss or research these 
questions and report to the class. 

1. Make a list of all the ways you and your family use power that is generated by fossil 
fuels. What actions can you take to lower the carbon dioxide that these ways 
generate? Should the government force you to do that? Or, should costs go up to help 
pay for some ways to stop climate change?

2. Research the predictions about the weather or climate that have been made in the past 
fifty years. Which of them came true? Which did not? What does that make you think 
about today’s predictions? 

3.  What areas of the United States would be most affected by climate change? How? What 
areas would be safest from any change? Why?

4. Why do you think the Constitution explains how to impeach a president who was elected 
by the people? Why not just wait for the next election? 

5. Interview ten citizens to find out their ideas about impeachment. What did you learn? 

6. Daylight Saving Time lasts for 8 months. Some states want to be on Daylight Saving 
Time all year. Other states want to be on Standard Time all year. What problems 
come up if each state is on a different time? Right now, Arizona, Hawaii, and Puerto 
Rico do not change their clocks. 

7. On the Mexican holiday Día de los Muertos, families go to the cemetery to dance with 
the spirits and lead them back to their homes for one night. When people live far 
from the cemeteries where their loved ones are buried, how do they celebrate this 
holiday?

8. List ten things you can do to assure a healthy life and a full lifespan. Will you do them? 
Why or why not?

9. Talk to five people who smoke cigarettes. Ask them how they started. Ask if they have 
ever tried to stop smoking. If they did, what happened? How did they feel? Were 
they able to stop?

10. Find out what federal or state American Indian reservations are in your state. Where 
are they? How many people live on those reservations? How big are they? How do 
the American Indians on the reservations earn a living?  

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. The Climate is Changing!

1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
2. September 20
3. 1.5 degrees Celsius 
4. They are melting. 
5. It’s rising. 
6. The secretary-general of the United Nations 
7. 77 
8. oil, gas, coal  
9. carbon dioxide 
10. India, China, the United States 
11. billions of trees 
12. solar and wind

II. What is Impeachment?

1. The Constitution
2. treason, bribery, high crimes, misdemeanors
3. the House of Representatives
4. 235 Democrats,  197 Republicans
5. Republican
6. the Senate
7. 53 Republicans,  45 Democrats
8. the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
9. two thirds or 67 votes
10. Andrew Johnson and Bill Clinton
11. NO
12. Richard Nixon
13. Nancy Pelosi
14. Democratic
15. Chuck Schumer
16. Democratic
17. President of Ukraine
18. the Capitol
 
III. Events in November

1. the American Indians
2. All Saints’ Day
3. Day of the Dead
4. In the Southwest, near Mexico
5. Prophet Mohammed
6. November 5
7. citizens 18 years old and older
8. schools, fire houses, community centers
9. 2 a.m. on Sunday, November 3
10. Black Friday
11. veterans

12. Arlington, Virginia
13. 1914-1918 
14. eight and a half million
15. five million
16. Armistice Day
17. 1954
18. Thanksgiving
19. to give thanks for the things we have
20. NO
21. December 21, 1620
22. 54
23. Samoset and Squanto
24. 90

IV. The Human Lifespan

1. 78.7 years old
2. obesity
3. antibiotics and hormones
4. additives
5. change our metabolism, clog our fat cells
6. NO
7. wash and peel them
8. label
9. water, soup, and tea

V. Health Care Jobs
1. 2.4 million
2. a. 10   b. 8    c. 8    d. 4  
    e. 8     f. 8 weeks    g. 2 
3. a. $28,060    b. $71,410   c. $87,930
4. Occupational Outlook Handbook
5. Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT)
6. anesthesiologist
7. podiatrist

VI. American Indians

1. Columbus
2. smallpox and measles
3. state and federal governments
4. west
5. buffalo
6. reservations
7. 1924
8. boarding schools
9. 1960s
10. four million
11. powwows
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