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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE	EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH	WORD	DOES	NOT	BELONG?	

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER	TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

 The U.S. and Venezuela

Venezuela has been in the news ___________________________ every day. Sixty years 

ago, ___________________________ was the richest country in South America. It has more 

___________________________ than Saudi Arabia. The United States was one of its best 

___________________________. Today, Venezuela is no longer a ___________________________ 

country. ___________________________ than 90% of the people live in poverty. Almost 

three million people have left Venezuela since ___________________________. The world is 

___________________________ to see what will happen.

A	long	history	of	changes

Venezuela has a long ___________________________ of changes in government. In 1998, Hugo 

___________________________ became president. 

      
WORD BANK

 Venezuela  oil   rich  history  more

 customers  almost  2014  Chávez  watching
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Asian-American and Pacific-Islander Heritage Month

 Today, there are 18.9 million Asian Americans and ___________________________ 

Americans in the U.S. That’s 5.5% of the U.S. ___________________________. May is the 

___________________________ to learn about the history and contributions of these Americans. 

___________________________ include people who come from (or whose ancestors came from) 

China, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Tibet, ___________________________, Bhutan, the 

Philippines, and the islands of the Pacific Ocean. 

At first, Asians in America did not have the ___________________________ rights as other 

immigrants. They could never ___________________________ citizens. Laws in some states 

said Asians could not ___________________________ land. In 1882, a law said it was illegal 

to ___________________________ to the United States from China. A law in 1924 made it 

___________________________ for other Asians as well.
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WORD BANK

	 difficult	 	 own	 	 	 same		 these		 population

	 immigrate	 	 become	 	 Nepal	 month	 Pacific-Island



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Cinco de Mayo

 Cinco de Mayo (the Fifth of May) is an ___________________________ holiday for 

Mexican Americans. It celebrates a day of courage and ___________________________ in 

Mexico.

In 1862, the ___________________________ army stopped the invasion of Napoleon III of France. 

___________________________ was a long battle in the town of Puebla. Four thousand Mexican 

soldiers ___________________________ Mexico free. They defeated the French army that was 

___________________________ as large.

In Mexico and in the southwestern part of the United States, people celebrate 

___________________________. They have parades, street fairs, and festivals with music, 

___________________________, food, and lots of fun. There are ___________________________ 

and make-believe battles. Schools have special programs to ___________________________ about 

Mexican culture and history.
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WORD BANK

 learn   dancing  twice  there  Cinco de Mayo

	 important	 	 Mexican	 	 kept	 	 victory	 fireworks



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Our sporty English language

Most Americans ___________________________ play sports or watch them. 

___________________________ have a central place in American life and thinking. It’s natural that 

there are many ___________________________ from sports in our everyday speech and writing.

Here are some expressions that come from the sport of ___________________________. 

A low blow: an unfair punch ___________________________ the belt. Hurtful words that 

___________________________ be true.

Pull ___________________________ punches: to not hold back from hitting hard. In boxing, 

pulling a punch would let one’s opponent have a chance to ___________________________. In 

conversation, speakers may say ___________________________ will “pull no punches.” They will 

not ___________________________ gentle in giving unpleasant facts or telling their opinion (that the 

listener may not like).  
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WORD BANK

	 sports	 	 boxing	 	 may	 	 win	 	 	 be

	 they	 	 	 no	 	 	 below	 expressions	 either



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Jobs in the U.S. Armed Forces

About 1,400,000 Americans work on ___________________________ duty in the United States 

military today. The United States ___________________________ an all-volunteer military. That is, 

there is no ___________________________. 

There are five branches of military ___________________________: Army, Navy, Marines, Air 

Force, and Coast Guard. Each service has a different way of ___________________________ the 

United States. 

Requirements

A person must be at least ___________________________ years old and have at least a high 

school diploma. He or she must be a U.S. citizen or a permanent resident alien who can speak 

___________________________. A seventeen-year-old may ___________________________ the 

Armed Services with parents’ consent. Sixteen percent of service ___________________________ are 

women.

They ___________________________ be able to run, jump, and swim. 
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WORD BANK

 has   services  English  join  must

	 active	 	 draft	 	 	 defending	 	 18	 	 persons



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Heroes and History: Noah Webster and the American language

The	United	States	in	1783

Thirteen North American ___________________________ became independent from Britain in 

1783. After the War for Independence, they were like thirteen ___________________________ 

countries. Each had its own government, own customs, and its own way of talking and 

___________________________. 

Education ___________________________ most children was short and simple. 

Either their parents ___________________________ them, or they went to a one-room 

schoolhouse. There were not many ___________________________ . Teachers had very 

little education ___________________________. Secondary schools were generally for boys 

___________________________. Students studied Latin, rhetoric, and advanced arithmetic to 

___________________________ for college. 

And	along	came	Noah	Webster

___________________________ was born to a farming family in Hartford, Connecticut in 1758. 
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WORD BANK

	 Webster	 	 only	 	 	 books	 for	 	 	 separate

	 colonies	 	 spelling	 	 taught	 themselves		 prepare



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A	 	 	 	 B	 	 	 	 C	 	 	 D

1.   Colombia   Spain    Venezuela  Ecuador   

2.  profits   inflation   corruption  shortages 

3. Chávez   Maduro   Guaidó  Bolivar

4.  inflation   sanctions   blackouts  mismanagement

5.  baseball   yoga    karate   tai chi 

6.  draft    Army    Air Force  Navy

7.  barracks   commissary   base   risk 

8.  submarine   ship    cutter   jet

9. dictionary   speller   copyright  mortgage

10.  Juan Guaidó   George Washington Noah Webster Benjamin Franklin 

11.  theatre   color    waggon  musick

12. teaching   road building  writing  editing
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. The U.S. and Venezuela

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS May 2019. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

1. In what continent is Venezuela? ____________________________

2. What percent of the people in Venezuela live in poverty today? ______________

3. Who became president in 1998? _________________________________

4. What kind of government did he create? _________________________

5. Where did his government get its money? ________________________

6. Who became president in 2013? _______________________________

7. What happened to the price of oil in 2014?       WENT UP       WENT DOWN

8. What is the name of the Venezuelan currency? _________________________

9. When was the next election in Venezuela? _______________________________

10. Could opposition candidates be on the ballot?   YES   NO

11. Who won the election? _________________________________

12. What organization said the election was not legal? ___________________________



13. Who did they say would be the acting president until there could be a new election? 

       _________________________________

14. Who does the Venezuelan army support? _____________________________________

15. Who used to be Venezuela’s best customer for oil? _________________________________

16. Which president wanted sanctions on Venezuelan oil so the money would go to Juan Guaidó?

       __________________________________________

17. How does the Venezuelan government create money to pay salaries? _____________________

18. What happens when a government prints money? ____________________

19. Who does Maduro blame for Venezuela’s problems? ______________________________

20. Who does Juan Guaidó blame for Venezuela’s problems? ____________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. The U.S. and Venezuela (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Events in May

1. On what day is May Day? ____________________

2. What do the French words, m’aider mean? _________________________

3. In some parts of the world, who is honored on May Day? _________________________

4. How many Asian Americans and Pacific-Island Americans live in the United States?

      ______________________________________

5. In what year did the U.S. pass a law that said a person from China may not immigrate to

     the United States? __________________________

6. In what year did a new law allow Asians to immigrate to the U.S.? ___________________

7. What teacher had a great influence on Asian culture? _____________________________

8. When did he live? _____________________________

9. Which group in the U.S. has the highest level of education? _______________________

10. From what country did Americans learn yoga?______________________________

11. What is the art form of Chinese and Japanese writing called?

      __________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II. Events in May (continued)

12. Who was the first Asian woman chosen for a President’s cabinet? 

      ____________________________________

13. What is her job now? ____________________________________________________

14. How many members of Congress are:

      a. Japanese Americans _____ b. Chinese Americans _____ c. Indian Americans _______ 

      d. Filipino Americans _____  e. Thai Americans _______  f. Samoan American ________

      g. Korean Americans ______ h. Taiwanese Americans ___ i. Vietnamese Americans _____

15. What is the fastest two minutes in sports? _____________________________________

16. On what day will that event be? ________________________________________

17. What does Cinco de Mayo mean? ____________________________________

18. In what year did the Mexican army stop the invasion of Napoleon III of France?    

 __________________________

19. Who do Americans honor on the second Sunday of May? _________________________

20. When is Armed Forces Day this year? ________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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21. Who must register with Selective Service? _____________________________ 

22. When is Memorial Day this year? ___________________________________

23. When was America’s War of Independence? _____________________________

24. What country did the U.S. fight in the War of 1812? ____________________________

25. What country was the U.S. at war with from 1846 to 1848? _______________________

26. When was the American Civil War? ________________________________

27. When did the United States fight in these wars? 

      a. Spanish American War? ______________   b. World War I? ______________________  

      c. World War II? ______________________   d. Korean Conflict? ___________________ 

      e. War in Vietnam? ____________________   f. War in Afghanistan? _________________ 

      g. War in Iraq? ________________________   h. Global war on Terror?_______________

II. Events in May (continued)



III. Jobs in the U.S. Armed Forces

1. How many Americans work on active duty in the Armed Forces? __________________

2. What are the five branches of the military? ____________________  __________________

 ______________________    _________________________   _____________________

3. How old must a person be to join one of the branches of the military? ______________

4. What is the test to get into the military? ___________________

5. What percent of the jobs in the military are non-combat jobs? _____________________

6. How much does a person at the lowest rank earn per month? _______________

7. How much does an Officer One (O-1) earn per month? ___________________________

8. How many days of paid vacation do members of the military get? _____________________

9. How many years must a member of the military serve to retire with a pension? __________

10. Where can a member of the military buy things at low prices? _____________________

11. What percent of the military are not yet U.S. citizens? _________________________

12. Can a non-citizen become an officer?    YES   NO

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Heroes and  History: Noah Webster and the American language

1. When did the 13 British colonies become independent? _____________________

2. Who advised Washington and Franklin to write a constitution for the new country?

 __________________________________

3. Where was Noah Webster born? _______________________

4. Where did Noah Webster go to college? ______________________________

5. What was Webster’s first profession? ______________________________

6. What was Webster’s second profession? ____________________________

7. What was the common name for Webster’s A Grammatical Institute of the English

      Language? _____________________________

8. How did Webster change the British spelling of these words? 

 a. theatre _______________________  b. colour _______________________

 c. axe __________________________ d. musick _______________________

 e. waggon _______________________ f. catalogue _____________________



9. How long did it take Webster to write his most complete dictionary? ____________________

10. How many languages did he learn to read? _______________________________

11. What year was it published? ______________________

12. What college did Noah Webster help start? __________________________________

13. What was the name of the newspaper he started? _______________________________

14. What company bought the rights to Webster’s dictionary after he died? 

      ______________________________________________________

IV. Heroes and  History: Noah Webster (continued)

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Critical-thinking and Creative-thinking Questions
Choose one or more of these questions. Work with a partner or a small group to discuss or research 

these questions and report to the class. 

1. What problems can happen to a country that depends on one source of income, such as oil?

2. How does printing extra money create inflation? 

3. How can the general population prevent a president from becoming authoritarian?

4. Sanctions on oil have taken away Maduro’s source of income and saved it for Guaidó. 
Is it fair for another country to decide who is the legal president of a country? Why 
or why not?

5. Why do you think a country honors men and women who died in that country’s wars? 
Research: Ask 10 older (50+ years old) and 10 teenagers this question. Are their 
answers different? Report to the class. 

6. Research: Find 10 expressions in English that come from one of these sports: baseball,  
football, golf. Report these expressions to the class.

7. Why do you think the FBI runs a background check on people who want to serve in the U.S. 
military? What do you think they look for in a person’s history? How do they do that?

8. Most people want to live as long as possible. Why would a person in the military be 
willing to die for the United States? 

9. Many young people join the military because of the pay and the benefits. What 
sacrifices do they make to be in the military?

10. Imagine there is no dictionary of English. How would you begin to write one? What 
would you need to know? In a group of two, three, or four, have each person write 
definitions of these words: dog, spoon, page, teacher, desk.  Write definitions 
of these words: love, marriage, war, beauty, heaven. Which group of words 
were harder to write definitions for? Did your definitions match your partners’ 
definitions? 
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 I. The U.S. and Venezuela

1. South America
2. 90%
3. Hugo Chávez
4. socialist
5. oil
6. Nicolás Maduro
7. went down
8. bolivar
9. May 2018
10. NO
11. Nicolás Maduro
12. Venezuelan National Assembly
13. Juan Guaidó
14. Nicolás Maduro
15. United States
16. Donald Trump
17. prints it
18. inflation
19. the U.S.
20. corruption and mismanagement; 
      socialist government

II. Events in May

1. May 1
2. help me
3. workers
4. 18.9 million
5. 1882
6. 1965
7. Confucius
8. 551 - 479 BCE
9. Asian Americans
10. India
11. calligraphy
12. Elaine Chao
13. U.S. Secretary of Transportation
14. a)  3       b) 3     c) 5
      d)  2       e) 1     f) 1
      g)  1       h) 2     i) 1
15. the Kentucky Derby
16. May 4
17. May 5
18. 1862
19. mothers

20. May 18
21. all young men aged 18 to 25
22. May 27
23. 1776 - 1783
24. England
25. Mexico
26. 1861 - 1865
27. a) 1898  b) 1917-1918
      c) 1941 - 1945   d) 1950-1953
      e) 1964 - 1975  f) 2001 - present
      g) 2003 - 2011    h) 2001 - present

III. Jobs in the U.S. Armed Forces

1. 1.4 million
2. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard
3. 18 (17 with parent’s permission)
4. AFTQ
5. 80%
6. $1,681
7. $3,188.40
8. 30 days
9. 20 years
10. commissary
11. 4%
12. NO

IV. Heroes and History: Noah Webster 
and the American language

1. 1783
2. Noah Webster
3. Connecticut
4. Yale University
5. teacher
6. lawyer
7. Blue - Backed Speller
8. a) theater           b) color           c) ax        
    d) music            e) wagon       f) catalog
9. 28 years
10. 27
11. 1828
12. Amherst College
13. American Minerva
14. G. C. Merriam Co.

May 2019  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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