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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as open book 
(newspaper) tests.
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Not One, Not Two, Not Three, but Four Hurricanes

Harvey: the winds

Harvey started as a _________________________ storm in the Gulf of Mexico. It 

_________________________ grew to a Category 4 hurricane. Harvey _________________________ 

landfall at Rockport, Texas on August 25. Its winds were 130 _________________________ per hour. 

The winds tore roofs off of _________________________. A storm _________________________ of 

12 feet demolished everything in its path. Buildings _________________________ down. Homes were 

completely _________________________. Trees fell.

Power lines fell. Cell _________________________ did not work. Factories, hospitals, and airports 

closed. Almost a _________________________ tornadoes added to the problems. 

Harvey’s winds were horrible. But wind was not the worst part!

      
WORD BANK

fell   phones  surge   destroyed  made

houses  tropical  hundred  quickly  miles
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

American Supermarkets

An _________________________ supermarket is a big adventure for newcomers. It 

_________________________ time to learn where things are in the store. It takes time to 

_________________________ American food labels. 

Before you shop, make a _________________________ of what you need. Get a 

_________________________ cart, and come with me!

Do you have a small child _________________________ you? Put the child in the safety 

_________________________ in the shopping cart. 

The supermarket has many aisles. Signs tell _________________________ is in each aisle. The labels 

on canned foods and frozen foods have _________________________ that tell what is inside. 

There are many different areas in a _________________________.

      
WORD BANK

pictures  takes   what   supermarket list

seat   shopping  understand  American  with
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Columbus Day

The _________________________ Monday in October is Columbus Day. This is 

a day to honor the bold explorers of the past and _________________________. 

Government _________________________ and many banks are closed. Some schools are 

_________________________.  

In the late 1400s, _________________________ Columbus was sure he could sail to the East 

by going west across the Atlantic Ocean. At that time, no one in Europe knew that there were two 

continents on the other side of the _________________________ Ocean.  

The _________________________ and queen of Spain gave Columbus money and supplies 

for the trip. Columbus _________________________ west from Spain. On October 12, 1492, 

Columbus landed in a “_________________________ World.” (He did not reach Japan, 

_________________________, or India.)

      
WORD BANK

second  sailed  Christopher present  China

Atlantic	 	 closed	 	 new	 	 	 king	 	 	 offices
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

How to Play Baseball

A baseball _________________________ is played by two teams. There are nine players on 

_________________________ team. The team that _________________________ the most runs wins. 

There is an umpire who makes decisions _________________________ the game.

One team is at bat. A batter can score a _________________________ by going to each of the bases: 

first, second, third, and _________________________ plate.

The other _________________________ plays out in the field. The pitcher, the catcher, and the other 

fielders try to prevent batters from scoring runs. The infielders are the first baseman, second baseman, 

shortstop (between second and _________________________ base) and the third baseman. There are 

three _________________________: The left fielder, center fielder, and right fielder.

When a batter is up, he (or she) stands next to home plate. The pitcher throws the baseball to the 

catcher, who waits _________________________ behind home plate. 

      
WORD BANK

run   each   directly  scores  team

game		 	 home		 	 outfielders	 	 third	 	 	 about
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

People Helping People

Hurricane Harvey brought the worst _________________________ in the history of the United 

States. Thousands of people were in danger all over _________________________ Texas, Louisiana, 

and Mississippi. Pets, farm animals, and wild _________________________ were in danger, too. 

Many are _________________________ in danger.

Saving lives

City police and fire departments helped _________________________ people trapped in their homes 

by high waters. The _________________________ State Guard and the National Guard came with 

boats and helicopters. Emergency officials got so many 911 _________________________ that they 

couldn’t answer them all. Friends, neighbors, and strangers who had _________________________ 

came to help. All the other states sent help as well. 

U.S. Coast _________________________ helicopters and boats have rescued more than 4,000 people. 

The California _________________________ National Guard sent rescue helicopters.

      
WORD BANK

boats		 	 still	 	 	 calls	 	 	 floods	 	 Air

Texas  Guard  southern  rescue  animals



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The History of Baseball

October is an _________________________ month for baseball fans. On October 24, the World 

_________________________ games begin. The two best _________________________ baseball 

teams play each other. Last year, the _________________________ Cubs won the World Series. It was 

the first time they had _________________________ the World Series in 108 years!

Baseball has been an important part of American _________________________ and culture. Many 

Americans love the sport. There are many books, _________________________, poems, and songs 

about baseball. That’s why it is _________________________ called America’s Pastime.

The early years

Early baseball games were confusing and dangerous. People played the game in different 

_________________________. One man decided to _________________________ the problems. In 

1845, Alexander Cartwright wrote a book of rules for baseball. 
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WORD BANK

Chicago	 	 movies	 	 professional	 fix	 	 	 ways

exciting  history  won   sometimes  Series



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D
 
 
1.   Donald   Harvey   Jose    Irma

2.   Texas    Louisiana   Florida   Montana

3.   hurricane   tropical storm  landfall   Category 4

4.   storm surge   wind    earthquake   flood

5.   delicatessen   aisle    dairy    produce

6.   Chinese   Italian   German   Polish   

7.   skeleton   pumpkin   witch    ghost

8.   catcher   pitcher    umpire   first baseman

9.   double   home run   foul ball   triple

10.   Roberto Clemente  Alexander Cartwright Jackie Robinson  Babe Ruth

11.   Red Cross   National Guard  Coast Guard   FEMA 

12.   give    scam    donate   contribute 
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Not One, Not Two, Not Three, but Four Hurricanes

1.  What were the names of the four hurricanes in early September? ______________________,   
 
  ______________________,  _____________________,  and _______________________

2.  Tell seven states that were affected by the hurricanes.   
 
  _______________________,  _______________________,  _______________________,  
 
  _______________________,  _______________________,  _______________________, and   
 
  _______________________

3.  Where did Tropical Storm Harvey begin? _________________________________

4.  How many days did it rain in southeastern Texas? ____________________

5.  How many inches of rain fell in some places in Texas during that storm? ________________

6.  How many people lived in the area that Harvey affected? _______________________

7.  How many homes were under water? _______________________________

8.  How many people were without electricity? __________________________

9.  What lost electric power and caused explosions in Crosby, Texas? ______________________

10.  What can grow in walls that have been under water? _______________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11.  Who is the governor of Texas? _________________________________

12.  Did most people in Texas have flood insurance?  YES    NO

13.  How many cars were under water? _____________________________

14.  What state produces 20% of the gasoline for the United States? ______________________

15.  What happened to the price of gas all over the country?  WENT DOWN    WENT UP

16.  When is hurricane season over? ____________________________

17.  Which hurricane did great damage in the Caribbean islands? ________________________

18.  Which hurricane hit Mexico as a Category 1? __________________________

19.  Two men from Washington D.C. came to see the effects of the hurricane and floods in  

     Texas. Who were they? _________________________ and __________________________

I. Not One, Not Two, Not Three, but Four Hurricanes (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  American Supermarkets
1 - 6.  Where in the supermarket can you find these things? Write each item on the line next to  
  the place you can find it. 

a. milk         b. bacon   c. cold cuts   d. fresh vegetables  
e. tissues   f. fresh bread       g. macaroni salad  h. apples   
i. birthday cake  j. butter   k. toilet paper       l. ground beef 

  1.  Meat department _________________________________________________________  

  2. Delicatessen  _________________________________________________________

  3.  Dairy department _________________________________________________________

  4.  Produce department _________________________________________________________

  5.  Bakery   _________________________________________________________

  6.  Paper goods   _________________________________________________________

7.  What are the small black lines on a product label called?  _______________

8.  What can you bring to a supermarket to get a discount on some items or a lower price?   
  
  ______________________________

9.  Which checkout lane is for customers with only a few items to buy? ___________________

10.  Where in the store can a customer bring things to return? ___________________________

11.  What date is on perishable food such as milk or meat? ______________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in October
 
1.  What three national groups celebrate their European heritage in October?  
 
  ____________________________________________________________________________

2.  Tell two reasons German immigrants came to Pennsylvania.  
   
  ___________________________________________________________________

3.  What was the name of their first settlement? __________________________

4.  Name two holiday characters that Germans brought with them to America.  
 
  ______________________ and _______________________________________

5.  What day is National Boss’s Day? ___________________________________

6.  When is Fire Prevention Week? ____________________________________

7.  When is Columbus Day? ______________________________________

8.  When did Columbus arrive in America? ____________________________

9.  What country did he sail for? _______________________________

10.  What ocean did he sail across? _________________________

11.  What countries was he looking for? __________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in October (continued)
 
12.  What heritage group celebrates Columbus Day? ________________________

13.  Some states do not celebrate Columbus Day. Instead they celebrate _____________________.

14.  Where does the United Nations meet? _______________________________

15.  What day is United Nations Day?  ___________________________________

16.  How many nations are members of the United Nations? _________________

17.  What are the six official languages of the United Nations? _____________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   _______________________________________________________________________________

18.  The Secretary General of the United nations is Antonio Guterres.  
 
  What country is he from? ________________________________

19.  What day is Halloween? ___________________________

20.  What do children say when they knock on people’s doors on Halloween?  
  
  ______________________________________



IV. How to Play Baseball
 
1.  How many players are on each team for a baseball game? ______________________

2.  Name the fielders: ___________________, ____________________, ____________________,  
 
_________________________, ___________________________, _________________________,  
 
________________________, __________________________, ___________________________.

3.  Who throws the ball over home plate to the catcher? _____________________

4.  How many strikes make an out? _________

5.  After how many balls may a batter walk to first base? ________

6.  When a batter hits a ball outside of the baselines, it is a ________________ ball.

7.  If a fielder catches a batted ball before it bounces on the ground, the batter is    OUT  /  SAFE.

8.  Who calls the strikes and balls and decides if a runner is out? _________________________

9.  If the batter hits a ball over the fence, and runs around all of the bases, it is a  
 
  ____________________________.

10.  How many outs may a team make during an inning? __________________

11.  How many innings are played in professional baseball? _______________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The History of Baseball
 
1. On what day does the World Series begin? ___________________________

2.  Which baseball team won the World Series last year? _____________________

3.  Who wrote a book of rules for baseball in 1845? _______________________________

4.  Where was the first baseball game played? ___________________________________

5.  When did Rube Foster help create a professional league for black ball players? ____________

6.  When did the Great Depression begin? ___________________

7.  When was an all-women’s baseball league formed? ____________________

8.  What great baseball player was the first to break the color barrier in professional baseball?  
 
  ________________________________________

9.  Who was the manager who hired him? _____________________________

10.  For what team? _____________________________________

11.  What award did he win in 1947? _____________________________

12.  When did the “Black Sox Scandal” happen? ______________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The History of Baseball (continued)
 
13.  How many professional major league teams are there in the U.S.? __________

14. What great baseball player spent his life helping children? ____________________________

15.  What great baseball player was born in Puerto Rico and played for the Pittsburgh Pirates?  
 
  __________________________________

16.  What great baseball player was a fighter pilot in World War II?  
 
  ___________________________________

17.  What great baseball player created a charity that works to keep children safe from drugs and  
 
  alcohol? __________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss or research in a small group and share with the class.  

1. Tell three differences and three similarities among the four hurricanes, Harvey, Irma,  
    Jose, and Katia.

2.  You, your family, and any pets have to leave your home to evacuate to higher ground.    
   What documents should you take with you? What clothing? What food and water? What  
   other things? How will you carry them? How will you get to a safe place? Where? What  
   will you do for your home before you leave to keep it as safe as possible?

3.  Imagine you are a volunteer working at a shelter. What do people need? What skills do  
   you have that you can use in the shelter?

4.  How would you improve the supermarket to make it easier to shop and a more pleasant  
   experience? 

5.  A supermarket may have a full aisle for different kinds of cat food and dog food. What  
   does that tell you about Americans and their pets? What does it tell you about business?  
   What conclusions can you draw from this?

6.  Does the U.S. have a month to celebrate your culture and history? Tell about it. If not,  
   create activities for such a month. What month would you choose? Why? Who are the  
   heroes of your culture? What events would you create?

7.  Asians see a rabbit in the full moon. What do you see? What legends and stories can you  
   tell from your culture about the moon? (Or, invent a story to explain the appearance of  
   the moon.)

8.  What sport is the national pastime in your home country? How do you play it? How is it  
    similar to baseball? How is it different? 

9.  Do you play baseball? Are there any rules you would like to change? Make a list of rules  
   that would make the game more fun for you. 



I. Hurricanes
1. Harvey, Irma, Jose, Katia
2. Texas, Louisiana, Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Ohio
3. in the Gulf of Mexico
4. 6 days
5. more than 50 inches
6. more than 6 million people
7. 100,000 homes
8. 300,000
9. a chemical factory
10. mold
11. Greg Abbott
12. NO
13. half a million cars
14. Texas
15. WENT UP
16. November 30
17. Hurricane Irma
18. Hurricane Katia
19. Donald Trump and Mike Pence
 
II. American Supermarkets
1. b. bacon; l. ground beef
2. c. cold cuts; g. macaroni salad
3. a. milk; j. butter
4. d. fresh vegetables; h. apples
5. f. fresh bread; i. birthday cake
6. e. tissues; k. toilet paper
7. bar code
8. coupon
9. express lane
10. customer service desk/help desk/courtesy desk
11. expiration date/best by date
 
III. Events in October
1. Polish Americans, German Americans, and Italian 
Americans
2. farmland and religious freedom
3. Germantown
4. Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny
5. October 16
6. October 8-14
7. the second Monday in October (October 9)
8. October 12, 1492

9. Spain
10. Atlantic Ocean
11. Japan, China, India
12. Italian Americans
13. Native American Day
14. New York City
15. October 24
16. 193
17. English, French, Spanish, Russian, Chinese, Arabic
18. Portugal
19. October 31
20. Trick or treat!

IV. How to Play Baseball
1. 9
2. pitcher, catcher, first baseman, second baseman, 
short stop, third baseman, left fielder, center fielder, 
and right fielder
3. pitcher
4. 3
5. 4
6. foul
7.  OUT
8. umpire
9. home run
10. 3
11. 9

V. The History of Baseball
1. October 24
2. Chicago Cubs
3. Alexander Cartwright
4. Hoboken, New Jersey
5. 1920
6. 1929
7. 1943
8. Jackie Robinson
9. Branch Rickey
10. Brooklyn Dodgers
11. Rookie of the Year award
12. 1919
13. 30
14. Babe Ruth
15. Roberto Clemente
16. Ted Williams
17. Derek Jeter

October 2017  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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