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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

A New Justice for the Supreme Court?

President Donald Trump has named Neil Gorsuch [GOR sich] to be a justice on the 

__________________________ Court. The U.S. Senate must __________________________ the 

nomination. Will the Senate do it?

Senate hearings

First, there is a hearing by a Senate __________________________. Gorsuch must answer hundreds 

of __________________________ from the 20 senators on the committee. The senators want to know 

if Gorsuch has the experience, character, and __________________________ to be a Supreme Court 

Justice. They want to know about his __________________________ decisions in court. They want 

to know his opinions about the __________________________. The hearing can take more than a 

__________________________. 

There are eleven Republicans and __________________________ Democrats on this committee. 

After the committee has heard __________________________ of Gorsuch’s answers, they vote.

      
WORD BANK

committee	 	 all	 	 	 intelligence		 confirm	 	 week

nine	 	 	 Supreme	 	 Constitution	 questions	 	 past
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Watch Your Car!

Car thieves steal more than seven hundred __________________________ (700,000) cars in the 

U.S. each year. Many car thieves __________________________ cut these stolen cars into pieces. 

They often ship the parts to other __________________________. The owners never see their cars 

__________________________.

Other criminals __________________________ cars to use them in a crime. Some teenagers 

__________________________ steal a car to go for a joyride.

Keep your car safe

An experienced car thief can steal a car in __________________________ a minute. Here are some 

tips from police to __________________________ your car safe:

Never leave your car’s motor __________________________ when you are not in the car. (Not even 

for a minute.) Never leave your __________________________ in the car. When in the city, park in a 

well-lighted area.

      
WORD BANK

steal	 	 	 less	than	 	 countries	 	 keep	 	 	 again

quickly	 	 keys	 	 	 running	 	 thousand	 	 might
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Women’s History Month

March is Women’s History Month. Many schools have __________________________ programs to 

teach about women in history. 

A long time ago, only __________________________ learned to read and write. Schools 

for girls __________________________ in the U.S. in the 1800s. Girls learned to read and 

__________________________, but it was unusual for women to go to high school or college. 

The best colleges and universities were for men __________________________. “Why go to 

__________________________?” said some parents. “Girls are only going to get married and take care 

of the house.” __________________________ 1920, women could not vote. In the 1950s, schools still 

had some classes for boys only (woodworking, auto __________________________, and physics); other 

classes were for girls only (__________________________, child care, and sewing). The important high 

school sports __________________________ were for boys only. 

      
WORD BANK

repairs	 	 Before	 	 began	 	 teams	 	 boys

college	 	 special	 	 cooking	 	 write	 	 	 only
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Income Tax Time Coming

In __________________________, Employers give a W-2 form to each worker. This document shows 

how much money a person __________________________ at work in 2016. It also shows how much 

tax was taken __________________________. 

Workers can get a refund if they have paid __________________________ in taxes. 

Low-income workers may also get a tax __________________________. A person has 

to __________________________ an income tax return to get the refund or credit. Many 

__________________________ and post offices have the tax forms and instructions. The IRS website 

(www.IRS.gov) has them, too. The three types of tax forms are Form 1040, Form 1040A, and Form 

1040EZ. Form 1040EZ is the simplest and __________________________.

There are volunteers at many libraries who help immigrants, __________________________ people, 

and low-income workers file their returns. This year, April 18 is the __________________________ 

for sending an income tax return to the government.

      
WORD BANK

deadline	 	 earned	 	 file	 	 	 libraries	 	 out

too	much	 	 shortest	 	 February	 	 older		 	 credit
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Green! What Does It Mean?

You will see a lot of green on Saint Patrick’s Day this __________________________. Green was the 

color of the __________________________ Catholic flag.

Green is a sign of nature and a __________________________ of spring.

Greens are vegetables, especially __________________________ vegetables. A green salad is made 

from leafy green __________________________.

A green is an open space in town, __________________________ with short grass. “We had a picnic 

on the village green.” A __________________________ green is the carefully-cut grassy area around 

each hole on a golf course.

Green can mean jealous or envious. “Paul was green with __________________________ when he 

saw my new car.” “Dakota turned green when her sister __________________________ the prize.”

A green thumb is an ability to __________________________ plants. “My mother has a green 

thumb.”

      
WORD BANK

grow	 	 	 month	 	 vegetables		 sign	 	 	 golf

Irish	 	 	 envy	 	 	 leafy	 	 	 covered	 	 won



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Portland, Oregon

Portland is the __________________________ city in Oregon. About 620,000 people live here. 

Portland is a port __________________________ near the West Coast of the United States. It is 

on the Willamette __________________________ and Columbia River, about 60 miles from the 

Pacific Ocean. Portland has many nicknames: City of __________________________, Bridge City, 

Stumptown, PDX, and Beertown. 

From 1830 to 1870, many Americans __________________________ west. Many 

of these pioneers settled __________________________ the Willamette River. This 

area later __________________________ Portland. For many years, Portland was a 

__________________________ place. There were criminal __________________________, illegal 

gambling, and violent crimes. Portland __________________________ became safer in the 1960s. 

Today, it is one of the most popular cities in the U.S.
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WORD BANK

largest	 	 moved	 	 became	 	 finally		 	 city

River		 	 dangerous	 	 gangs	 	 Roses	 	 near



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.  Neil Gorsuch  Supreme Court  Donald Trump nominee

2.   debate   filibuster   vote   committee

3.   differences   Constitution  amendment  document

4.   challenge   support   appeal  protest

5.   clock    autumn   equinox  spring

6.   account   credit card   subway  ATM

7.  2017    IRS    W-2   1040EZ

8.  pot of gold   lamb    shamrock  leprechaun

9.  Portland   Stumptown   Oregon  City of Roses

10.  thief    carjacker   criminal  valet

11.   driver’s license  proof of insurance parking garage  registration

12.  freedom   massacre   citizenship  right to vote
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. A New Justice for the Supreme Court?

1. Who did President Trump nominate for justice on the Supreme Court?  
 

  ____________________________

2. Who must confirm this nomination? ___________________________

3.  How many votes in the Senate can stop a filibuster? _______________________

4. Match: Is this view Liberal or Conservative?

 a.  The Constitution is a living document. ______________________

 b. The meaning of the Constitution must change as the world changes. _________________

 c. The only way to change the Constitution is with an amendment. ____________________

 d. The Constitution means the same as it did in 1787. _______________________

5. The Supreme Court now has _______ conservative justices and _______ liberal justices.

6. What justice died last year? ___________________________

7. Did President Barack Obama nominate a justice to replace him?   YES    NO

8. Did the Senate have hearings for that nominee?   YES     NO

9. Who became very angry?  DEMOCRATS   REPUBLICANS
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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1. Whose history do people celebrate in the month of March? ___________________________

2. How many justices on the Supreme Court are women? _______________________________

3. The weather at the beginning of March is often like which animal? ____________________

4. The weather at the end of March is often like which animal? _________________________

5. Which animal is more gentle? __________________________

6. Many Christians renew their faith and purify their lives before Easter.  

 What is this 40-day period called? __________________________________ 

 What is the first day called? ______________________________________

7. Where does a priest make the sign of the cross on Ash Wednesday? ____________________

8. What does the priest use to make this sign? ___________________________

9. Who died on the cross? __________________________

10. When is Read Across America Day? __________________________________

11. Whose “birthday” is it? ________________________________

12. When does Daylight Saving Time begin? ________________________________________

II. Events in March



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Events in March (continued)

13. What saying helps people remember which way to turn the clock? 

 ________________________________________________________________________

14. What two meanings does spring have? __________________________________________

15. What two meanings does fall have? _____________________________________________

16. The day and the night are both 12 hours long on the vernal _________________________.

17. Who was the patron saint of Ireland? __________________________________________

18. What holiday did the Irish bring to America? _____________________________________

19. What color do people wear on this day? ___________________________

20. What document shows how much a worker earned in the past year? ___________________

21. A person may get a tax credit if they paid   TOO LITTLE / TOO MUCH   in taxes.

22. The shortest and simplest tax form is Form _____________________________.

23. When is the deadline for filing an income tax return this year? _______________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Portland, Oregon

1. Portland is the largest city of which state? _____________________________

2. How many people live in Portland? _____________________________

3. What ocean is Portland near? ____________________________________

4. Tell five nicknames for Portland. ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

5. What two rivers is Portland on? _________________________________________________

6. What is Portland’s motto? ___________________________________________________

7. What other city uses this motto? ______________________________________

8. What flower grows very well in Portland? _________________________________

9. People voted Portland the “best city in the world for ______________________________.”

10. What three bridges in Portland are more than 100 years old? ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War
 
1. When was the Civil War? From ____________ to _____________

2. Where did almost all of the battles of the Civil War take place?    NORTH    SOUTH

3. What president was assassinated in 1865? _________________________________

4. Who became president then? _________________________________________

5. What acts did Congress pass in 1867? _______________________________________

6. Match these amendments with its number: 13th, 14th, or 15th. 

 a. Which amendment gave black men the right to vote? __________ 

 b. Which amendment ended slavery in the United States? __________ 

 c. Which amendment said all people born in the United States were citizens? __________

7. In what order were these men president?  
  Rutherford B. Hayes; Andrew Johnson; Abraham Lincoln; Ulysses S. Grant

 a. 1861 _____________________________    b. 1865 _____________________________

  c. 1869 _____________________________    d. 1877 _____________________________



IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War (continued)
 
8. The newly freed black people had no money to buy land, so many of them became  
  
  _________________________________.

9. What organization helped the newly freed black people with tools, food, clothing, and   
   
  schools?  _______________________________________

10. Which political party had “freed the slaves?” _____________________________________

11. How many black men were elected to government office during Reconstruction?  
 
  ________________________________

12. What massacre was “the moment that freedom died?” _________________________________

13. Which political party ruled the South after the U.S. Army left? __________________________

14. What was one of the white terrorist groups that stopped black people from voting?  
 
  _______________________________________

15. What was another name for segregation laws that kept black and white people separate?  
 
  ________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. President Trump’s Executive Orders

1. Who promised to keep America safe? ________________________________

2. Where does he plan to build a wall? ________________________________

3. He said he would not send federal money to which cities? _______________________________

4. He banned travelers from which seven countries for 90 days? __________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

5. Who did he ban for 120 days?  ______________________________________

6. What do the letters in ISIS mean? ___________________________________________

7. What is one way that ISIS recruits fighters? _________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS March 2017. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Supreme Court Justices serve “for good behavior,” which usually means for their whole lives. 
Judges in lower courts are elected or appointed for shorter times. Which do you think is a better 
idea? Give your reasons.

2. The Constitution requires that the president’s nomination of a Supreme Court justice must be 
“with the advice and consent of the Senate.” Why do you think this is a good idea? 

3. What do you think causes a person to have conservative or liberal views? What would make a 
person ever change their views?

4. Print out three or four copies of The Constitution in Simple English at Elizabethclaire.com. 
Work with this in a small group. Are there parts of the Constitution that you think are not right 
for today’s society? What are they? Make a list of your ideas. Report to the class.

5. Not every country in the world allows immigrants to become citizens. Who should decide 
how many immigrants may come in legally? What should a government do if more than that 
number want to come in, or if they come in illegally? 

6. What should a president do if he thinks that terrorists might come into the country to hurt 
Americans?

7. What should a president do about immigrants who commit crimes in the United States? 

8. Do you think there are any occupations or jobs that should be closed to women? To men? To 
children under 18? To immigrants? Discuss your ideas in a small group. Report to the class. 

9. Many people use credit cards, debit cards, and ATMs to handle their money. What do you 
think could happen during a time when there is a blackout (a time with no electricity)? How 
would people pay for things if they had no cash? What might be some good ideas to prepare for 
a blackout? 
 



I. A New Justice for the Supreme Court?

1. Neil Gorsuch
2. the Senate
3. 60 votes
4. a. liberal b. liberal
     c. conservative d. conservative
5. 4 conservative and 4 liberal
6. Antonin Scalia
7. YES
8. NO
9. DEMOCRATS
 
II. Events in March 

1. Women’s history
2. three
3. lion
4. lamb
5. lamb
6. Lent; Ash Wednesday
7. on a person’s forehead
8. ashes
9. Jesus
10. March 2
11. Dr. Seuss’s birthday
12. 2 a.m. on Sunday, March 12
13. Spring ahead; fall back 
14. 1. spring the season 2. verb: to jump
15. 1. fall the season 2. verb: to fall down
16. equinox
17. Saint Patrick
18. Saint Patrick’s Day
19. green
20. W-2 form
21. TOO MUCH
22. 1040EZ
23. April 18

III. Portland, Oregon

1. Oregon
2. about 620,000

3. the West Coast/Pacific Coast
4. City of Roses, Bridge City, Stumptown, PDX, 
and Beertown
5. Willamette River and Columbia River
6. Keep Portland Weird
7. Austin, Texas
8. roses
9. street food
10. Hawthorne Bridge, Steel Bridge, and Broadway 
Bridge
 
IV. Reconstruction after the Civil War

1. 1861 to 1865
2. SOUTH
3. Abraham Lincoln
4. Andrew Johnson
5. The Reconstruction Acts
6. a.  15th   b. 13th   c.  14th
7. a. Abraham Lincoln b. Andrew Johnson
    c. Ulysses S. Grant   d. Rutherford B. Hayes
8. sharecroppers
9. Freedmen’s Bureau
10. Republican Party
11. more than 2,000
12. Colfax Massacre
13. Democratic Party
14. Ku Klux Klan
15. Jim Crow laws

V. President Trump’s Executive Orders

1. Donald Trump
2. on the border with Mexico
3. sanctuary cities
4. Iraq, Iran, Yemen, Syria, Somalia, Sudan, Libya
5. refugees
6. Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
7. Internet

March 2017  
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