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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, in pairs, or 
in small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The 115th Congress Gets to Work

The 115th Congress of the United ____________________ had its first meeting January 3, 2017. 

There were 55 new members of the House of Representatives and ____________________ new 

senators. It is the ____________________ diverse Congress in American history.

There are record numbers of Hispanics, African Americans, Asian Americans, Indian 

Americans, and women of ____________________ in the new Congress. (Altogether, there are 

____________________ representatives and 100 senators.) 

One hundred four members of the new ____________________ are women. There are 38 Hispanic 

members of Congress. The first ____________________ senator is Catherine Cortez Masto. In the 

House, Adriano Espaillat will be the first Dominican-American ____________________. 

There are 49 African-____________________ members of Congress. There are 15 Asian Americans, 

and four Indian Americans. Stephanie Murphy, a Democrat from ____________________, will be the 

first Vietnamese-American woman in Congress. Tammy Duckworth will be the first Thai-American 

senator. 

      
WORD BANK

color   Congress  representative seven  435

Latina  most   Florida  American  States
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Is Your Home Safe?

A burglar is a criminal who ________________________ a home or business to steal things. Burglars 

take things when no one is home or when a family is ________________________. Burglars look for 

money, jewelry, watches, TVs, ________________________, cameras, and other valuables.

Protect your home

Burglars ________________________ for homes that they can get into easily. In many burglaries, 

the ________________________ does not have to break in. The owner has left a door or 

________________________ unlocked.

Use dead bolt ________________________ on all doors to the outside. A locksmith can put dead bolts 

in for you. 

Burglars can easily break into an apartment on the first ________________________ of a building. 

Make sure your windows and doors have ________________________ locks. Do not leave any 

windows open ________________________. 

      
WORD BANK

burglar	 	 enters	 	 good		 	 floor	 	 	 look

sleeping	 	 locks		 	 overnight	 	 computers	 	 window
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

African-American History Month

February is African-American History Month. During this month, many schools have programs that 

________________________ students about African-American history. About twelve percent of 

Americans have roots in ________________________. Many of them are descended from people who 

were brought to America as slaves 250-400 ________________________ ago. A Civil War in 1861-65 

freed the ________________________. 

Fifty-eight years ago, black people began again to try to get ________________________ rights. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. led the Civil ________________________ Movement.

Today, we can see many black people in important places in our ________________________. In 

2008, Barack Obama was elected the first black ________________________ of the United States. 

Forty-nine ________________________ people are in Congress. Oprah Winfrey is one of the richest 

women in America. Morgan Freeman, Denzel Washington, Will Smith, Viola Davis, and Halle Berry 

are some of America’s ________________________ well-loved movie actors. 

      
WORD BANK

slaves	 	 black		 	 president	 	 equal		 	 years

Rights	 	 Africa		 	 most	 	 	 teach		 	 country
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Susan B. Anthony Day

Susan B. Anthony was born on ________________________ 15, 1820. She worked very hard to end 

slavery in the ________________________ States.

After the Civil ________________________, black men got the right to vote. Susan B. Anthony 

thought that women should have the ________________________ to vote, too. She worked with 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton to ________________________ the National Woman Suffrage Association. 

When she tried to vote in 1872, the ________________________ arrested her.

Susan B. Anthony worked the rest of her life for an amendment to the ________________________ to 

guarantee women’s right to vote. She made ________________________ and started a newspaper. 

Anthony died in 1906. By that time, four states had given women the right to 

________________________. Other women continued her work. At last, in 1920, the 19th Amendment 

gave women the right to vote. This amendment is ________________________ called the Susan B. 

Anthony Amendment.

      
WORD BANK

right	 	 	 police	 	 Constitution	 speeches	 	 War

United	 	 often		 	 February	 	 start	 	 	 vote
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Your Health: Sweets

Humans have special ________________________ buds for sweets. Our _______________________ 

craved fruit. The ________________________ in fruit came with vitamins and other nutrients. 

In the modern world, sweet foods are much ________________________ to get than they were for 

our ancestors. Sweets are everywhere: candy, cookies, cake, desserts ________________________ 

with sugar. There are two problems with this. These sweets do not have the nutrition we 

________________________. And many people do not have an “________________________ 

switch.”

Many people overeat sweets. Man-made sweeteners, such as cane sugar and high-fructose corn 

________________________ (HFCS), are everywhere. They are ________________________ 

in places we don’t expect to find sugar: bread, salad dressing, ketchup, canned peas, 

________________________ dinners.  

      
WORD BANK

taste	 	 	 syrup		 	 frozen	 	 ancestors	 	 made

need		 	 easier	 	 sweetness	 	 even	 	 	 off



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Civil War

One hundred fifty-six years ago, ________________________ about slavery tore the United States 

into two parts. Southern states wanted to ________________________ the Union and keep their 

slaves. All of the northern states had laws ________________________ slavery. They did not want any 

states to leave the ________________________. In 1861, this difference led to a great Civil War. It 

was the worst war ever fought in the ________________________ Hemisphere.

 North and South

About 21,000,000 people ________________________ in the North. 

About 9,000,000 people lived in the South. Nearly four ________________________ of them were 

slaves. Slaves did most of the work on ________________________.

Before 1860, in some ways, the states were like independent ________________________. Each state 

made its own laws about property, marriage, education, crime, slavery, and many other things. 

The laws in the southern states allowed ________________________. 
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WORD BANK

million  ideas   plantations  lived   Union

Western	 	 countries	 	 against	 	 slavery	 	 leave



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   Senate  House of Representatives Congress  president

2.   Mike Pence   Mitch McConnell  Nancy Pelosi Paul Ryan

3. Minority Leader  Speaker of the House Vice President Majority Leader

4.  New York   Virginia   Pennsylvania Wisconsin

5. secede   separate   Union   leave

6.  George Washington Jefferson Davis  Robert E. Lee Abraham Lincoln

7.  Ulysses S. Grant  William T. Sherman Robert E. Lee  John Wilkes Booth 

8. Gettysburg, PA  Fort Sumter, SC  Appomattox, VA Washington, D.C. 

9.  shrub    dead bolt   door   peep-hole 

10. security system  broken window   lock   bright lights

11.   ice cubes   fruit salad   hot water  snow

12.  19th Amendment  superstition   right to vote  suffrage 
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. The 115th Congress Gets to Work

1. On what day did the 115th Congress begin to work? ____________________________

2. What are the two houses of Congress? _______________________________  and 
 
  ______________________________________

3. How many new members of Congress are there now?  _______________

4. How many members are there in the House of Representatives? _____________

5. How many senators are there? ____________

6. How many of the 115th Congress are:

 a.  Asian American? _____  b. Hispanic? _____   c. African American? _____  

     d.  women?  _____    e. Indian American? _____      f. Vietnamese American? 

     g.  Jews? _____  h. Hindus? _____    i.  Buddhists? _____     j. Muslims?

7. How long is a term for a representative? __________

8. How long is a senator’s term? _____________    

9. How much do members of Congress earn per year? _____________________
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_____

_____



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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10. What did Congress do on January 6? ___________________________________________ 

11. Who are the people for these jobs this year? (After each name, write Dem for Democrat  
  
  and Rep for Republican.) 
 
 a. President of the United States? ________________________________    __________

 b. Vice President of the United States? ____________________________   __________

 c. Speaker of the House of Representatives? _______________________   __________

 d. Senate Majority Leader? _____________________________________   __________

 e.  Senate Minority Leader? _____________________________________    __________

 f.  House Minority Leader?  _____________________________________    __________

12. What health insurance law do Republicans want to repeal? __________________________

13. Which part of Congress must approve of the president’s appointments? ______________

14. How many votes does it take to approve an appointment? _______

15. Who makes the final decision when there are an equal number of votes for and against a  
  
  bill in the Senate? _________________________________

I. The 115th Congress Gets to Work (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Is Your Home Safe?

1. What kind of lock should you use on doors to the outside? ___________________________

2. What do you call a person who breaks into a home to steal things? ____________________

3. Circle six things that may make a home safer:   

 A. locks on doors and windows  

 B. a door security bar   

 C. large shrubs  

 D. a house key under a door mat  

 E. a security system  

 F. an automatic garage door opener

4. What number can you engrave on your valuables to help the police return your items to  

 you? ________________________________

5. What kind of insurance can a person buy to protect the things he or she owns in an  

 apartment? _____________________________________

6. Is it a good idea to tell your friends on Facebook your plans for your vacation?  YES   NO 

 G. open windows 

 H. closed window blinds   

 I. a broken window   

 J. bright lights   

 K. a computer 

 L. a Neighborhood Watch group



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in February

1. What group of people celebrate their history during the month of February? 

 _________________________________________

2. Who led the Civil Rights Movement? ____________________________________

3. Who was the first black president of the United States? ______________________________

4. February 2 is halfway through winter. What is this day called? ________________________

5. On which day do people think about the ones they love? _____________________________

6. What is the big football championship game called? ________________________________

7. Who worked all her life to get women the right to vote?  

 ________________________________________

8. What amendment to the Constitution gave women the right to vote? ____________________

9. Who was the first president of the United States? ___________________________________

10. What document did this president help create in 1787? _____________________________

11. What war did Americans win in 1783? __________________________________________

12. Who was president during the American Civil War? ________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in February (continued)

13. Whose face is on the one-dollar bill and the quarter? __________________________________

14. Whose face is on the five-dollar bill and the penny? __________________________________

15. What is the capital of the United States? ____________________________________________

16. Who was the sixteenth president of the United States? ________________________________

17. What does Mardi Gras mean in French? ____________________________________

18. What city in the United States is famous for its big Mardi Gras celebrations? 

 ______________________________________



IV. The Civil War
 
1. When did the Civil War begin? _______________________________

2. What were the two sides in the Civil War? ___________________________________________

3. How many people lived in the North at that time? ______________________________

4.  How many people lived in the South at that time? ____________________________

5. How many slaves lived in the South? _____________________

6. Did the Constitution allow slavery at that time?  YES    NO

7. Did the laws in northern states allow slavery?   YES   NO

8. In the Compromise of 1820, two states entered the Union. 

 a. Entered as a free state: ________________________________

 b. Entered as a slave state: _________________________________

9. Who was elected president in 1860? _________________________________

10. Which was the first state to secede from the Union? __________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. The Civil War (continued)
 
11. What were the eleven states in the Confederate States of America?

________________________  _________________________  _______________________

________________________  __________________________  _______________________

________________________  ___________________________  ______________________

________________________  ___________________________

12. Who was elected president of the Confederate States of America? _______________________

13. Who became the leader of the Confederate Army? ________________________________

14. The South hoped that one country would help them. Which country? ____________________

15. Where were most battles of the Civil War fought?   NORTH    SOUTH

16. What battle was fought on July 1-3, 1863? __________________________________________

17. How many soldiers lay dead at the end of this battle? _________________________

18. What executive order did the Union president give on January 1, 1863? 
 
 
  __________________________________________________________ 

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS February 2017. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



IV. The Civil War (continued)
 
19. How many freed blacks joined the Union Army? __________________________

20.  Which general became leader of the northern army in March, 1864? _____________________

21. When did General Robert E. Lee surrender? _____________________________

22. Where did he surrender? ________________________________________

23. How many northern soldiers were dead or wounded in the Civil War?  
 
  ________________________________

24. How many southern soldiers were dead or wounded? _________________________________

25. Which amendment:  
 
 a. freed the slaves? ___________  
 
  
 b. gave citizenship to former slaves? ___________   
 
 
 c. gave black men the right to vote? ___________

26. Who killed Abraham Lincoln? ________________________________

27. Who became president after that? __________________________________________

 

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1.  Is it a good thing that Congress is becoming more diverse? Why or why not? In how many     
   other ways might the members of Congress be diverse? (Examples: education, age, family  
   size, etc.)

2.  A member of Congress has to raise money to pay for a campaign. He or she has to  
   work hard traveling around, making speeches, and shaking hands during the campaign.  
   He or she may lose the election anyway. If elected, the person must move to Washington,  
   D.C. for part of the year to serve in Congress. Why would a citizen want to do that? 

3.  Did you see the inauguration of President Donald Trump? If not, watch a replay of it. Write 
   a letter to a friend or relative back in your home country to describe what you saw and  
   heard. Share your letter with a small group or the whole class.

4.  Hang Cao Nguon felt that donating to the Red Cross helps him stay healthy. How did he get 
   that idea? Is it a superstition? Do you have any superstitions like that? (Like wearing a  
   lucky shirt or bringing a lucky pen to an important exam?) 

5.  States have a tax on cigarettes and alcohol because these are bad for health. Do you think  
   states should also tax foods with sugar and high fructose corn syrup? If yes, how much     
   should the tax be? What should the states spend the tax money on?

6. Invent another holiday for the half-way mark between winter and spring on February 2.  
   What would the events be? Would you have any superstitions about the future from events  
   on this date?

7.  The Union had more people, more money, more railroads, and more factories than the  
   South, but they didn’t win the war quickly. What do you think made the Civil War last so  
   long?

8.  When the southern states seceded from the Union, the North could have said, “Good bye  
   and good luck” and let them go. What might have happened in that case? 

9.  The Civil War cost the Union $5.2 billion dollars. 500,000 men lost their lives. At that time, 
   in the South, a person could buy a slave for about $2,000. What do you think would have  
   happened if the Union paid slave owners to free their slaves?



I. The 115th Congress Gets to Work

1. January 3, 2017
2. The House of Representatives and the Senate
3. 62
4. 435
5. 100
6. a. 15  b. 38  c. 49  d. 104
    e. 4  f. 1  g. 30             h. 3
    i. 3  j. 2
7. two years
8. six years
9. $174,000
10. count the electoral votes for president
11. a. Donald Trump, Rep
      b. Mike Pence, Rep
      c. Paul Ryan, Rep
      d. Mitch McConnell, Rep
      e. Chuck Schumer, Dem
      f. Nancy Pelosi, Dem
12. the Affordable Care Act
13. the Senate
14. 51
15. the Vice President, Mike Pence

 
II. Is Your Home Safe?

1. dead bolt locks
2. a burglar
3. A, B, E, H, J, L
4. your driver’s license number
5. renters’ insurance
6. NO

 
III. Events in February

1. African Americans
2. Martin Luther King, Jr.
3. Barack Obama
4. Groundhog Day
5. Valentine’s Day
6. the Super Bowl
7. Susan B. Anthony
8. the 19th Amendment
9. George Washington

10. the U.S. Constitution
11. the War for Independence/Revolutionary War
12. Abraham Lincoln
13. George Washington
14. Abraham Lincoln
15. Washington, D.C.
16. Abraham Lincoln
17. Fat Tuesday
18. New Orleans, Louisiana
 

IV. The Civil War

1. April 12, 1861 
2. the Union (North) and the Confederacy (South)
3. 21,000,000
4. 9,000,000
5. Nearly 4,000,000
6. YES
7. NO
8. a. Maine b. Missouri
9. Abraham Lincoln
10. South Carolina
11. South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia,  
      Florida, Alabama, Arkansas, Texas, Mississippi,  
      Tennessee, Louisiana, Virginia.
12. Jefferson Davis
13. Robert E. Lee
14. England
15. SOUTH
16. The Battle of Gettysburg
17. 10,000
18. the Emancipation Proclamation
19. more than 200,000
20. Ulysses S. Grant
21. April 9, 1865
22. Appomattox, Virginia
23. more than 600,000
24. about 500,000
25. a. 13th b. 14th     c. 15th
26. John Wilkes Booth
27. Andrew Johnson

February 2017  
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