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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Going, Going, Gone?

How many dinosaurs have you ____________________________ lately?

None? That’s because ____________________________ have been extinct for 65 million years. A 

catastrophic event ____________________________ them out. It wiped out 70% of all other animals 

alive at that ____________________________, too.

The earth is about 4.8 ____________________________ years old. How many different 

____________________________ of animals and plants have ever lived on it? Scientists think that 

number might be ____________________________ billion. There were several massive extinctions in 

the ____________________________ past. Most of those ____________________________ plants 

and animals became extinct before humans existed. 

Today, scientists ____________________________ that there are between 10 million and 14 million 

different species alive on our planet.

      
WORD BANK

billion   seen   earlier  estimate  time

wiped	 	 species	 	 dinosaurs	 	 earth’s	 	 five
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Renting An Apartment

Are you ____________________________ for a place to live? Most newcomers rent a 

place ____________________________. People who rent are called tenants. They pay 

____________________________ to the landlord of their building. 

How to find an apartment

Tell your friends and family that you are looking for an ____________________________. Put a 

note on the bulletin ____________________________ at your work place. Look at the ads in the 

____________________________-estate section of the newspaper or on craigslist.org.

Go to a real-____________________________ website and look at the apartments. Some real-estate 

____________________________ are: Zillow.com, Trulia.com, and Realtor.com. Type in your city 

or ZIP code. You can ____________________________ a price range, the size of the apartment, and 

more. You can see many photos of apartments ____________________________ rent. 

      
WORD BANK

estate  rent   board   choose  websites

apartment	 	 looking	 	 for	 	 	 first	 	 	 real
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Passover

Passover is a Jewish ____________________________. It begins at 

____________________________ on April 10. It ____________________________ eight days.

Jewish families ____________________________ their homes to get ready for Passover. 

They buy special kosher ____________________________. They eat a flat bread 

____________________________ matzo. The matzo reminds the Jews of a time long ago, when they 

____________________________ from slavery. They did not have ____________________________ 

to bake their bread the usual way. The bread was hard and flat.

Jewish ____________________________ gather for a special dinner called a Seder. Family and 

friends sit ____________________________ the table. They read the story of Moses and the first 

Passover.

      
WORD BANK

time   called  around  lasts   food

clean   sundown  families  escaped  holiday
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Earth Day

April 22 is Earth Day.  However, for ____________________________ of people around the world, 

the entire month of April is “Earth Month.” 

The purpose of Earth Day is to ____________________________ people to take care of “our Mother” 

(Mother Earth). People learn ways to lower pollution, ____________________________ problems, 

and keep the environment ____________________________ for the future. 

Some events are hard ____________________________: cleaning up beaches, parks, hiking paths, or 

the sides of ____________________________. With many people doing the work, it’s fun. 

You can find Earth Day events ____________________________ you at: www.earthday.org.

April 23 to 29 is National Environmental Education ____________________________. Many schools 

will have programs to teach students about ____________________________ for the environment. 

____________________________ Day is one day, but its ideas are important for the whole year.

      
WORD BANK

work   near   safe   Earth   millions

Week		 	 solve		 	 caring	 	 remind	 	 highways
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

New York City

New York City is ____________________________ called “The Capital of the World.”  It’s the 

largest ____________________________ in the U.S.  Eight and a ____________________________ 

million people live here in 302 square miles.  

The city has five parts, called boroughs: Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, 

____________________________, and Staten Island. New York City is the first stop for thousands 

of immigrants from all ____________________________ the world. Thirty-seven percent of the 

people in NYC were born in other ____________________________. More than 800 languages are 

____________________________ here.

Many places in New York City are famous around the world. The ____________________________ 

Nations meets here. New York City is the center of the nation’s banking, publishing, and 

____________________________ industries. The theaters, concert halls, and opera houses in New 

York are the ____________________________ in the U.S. 

      
WORD BANK

city   countries  sometimes  fashion  half

United	 	 over	 	 	 best	 	 	 Queens	 	 spoken



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Great Migration

Jim Crow in the South 

When Reconstruction ended in ____________________________ (See Easy English NEWS, 

March 2017), life for black people was not much ____________________________ than slavery. 

Sharecroppers were always in ____________________________. If the landlord cheated them, they 

did not dare ____________________________.

Jim Crow ____________________________ made life humiliating and dangerous. Black 

people could not ____________________________ the same bathrooms, restaurants, or hotels 

as white people. Skilled jobs were for whites ____________________________. In some 

places, there were curfews for ____________________________ people. They had to be out of 

town by ____________________________. The Ku Klux Klan terrorized blacks who “stepped 

____________________________ of line.” Lynchings were common. 
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WORD BANK

better   use   debt   only   8 p.m.

laws   1877   black   complain  out



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   extinct   dead    endangered   gone

2.   CO2    pollution   pesticide   toxins

3. migrate   segregate   move    travel

4.  disease   parasites   climate change  invasive 

5. rhinoceroses   wolves   sharks   leopards

6.  factories   steel mills   packing houses   libraries

7.  real estate   prejudice   apartment   tenant 

8. Michelle Obama   Oprah Winfrey  Michael Jackson  Majid Ali 

9.  Easter Bunny  resurrection   pray    bless  

10. Chinese   Russian   English   Matzo

11.   vegetables   artificial sweeteners pumpkin seeds  snack

12.  Central Park   Manhattan   Staten Island  Queens
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Going, Going, Gone?

1. There are many large dinosaurs alive today.  YES   NO

2. How many years ago did a catastrophic event wipe out 70 percent of all land and water  

 animals? _____________________________

3. How old is the earth? _____________________________

4.  How many species of plants and animals do scientists think are alive today on earth?   

 ________________________________

5. How many species of plants and animals do scientist think have ever been alive on the  

 earth?  ________________________________

6. What percent of species do some scientists say will be extinct by the year 2200?   

 _____________________________

7. What in the air causes acid rain? ______________________________

8. What do you call an animal that comes to a place where it had not lived before and has no  

 natural enemies? ___________________________________

9. Where is extinction the greatest? _________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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10. Do these activities save or endanger species? Circle the correct word. 

 a. People want warm fur coats. SAVES / ENDANGERS

 b. Animals are in zoos so people can see and learn about them. SAVES / ENDANGERS

 c. People cut down large forests.  SAVES / ENDANGERS

 d. People keep wild animals as pets. SAVES / ENDANGERS

 e. Fishermen catch many kinds of fish and water animals in their nets.  

         SAVES / ENDANGERS

 f. People breed animals in captivity.  SAVES / ENDANGERS

 g. Farmers stop using pesticides.  SAVES / ENDANGERS

 h. Schools teach about endangered animals. SAVES / ENDANGERS 

 i. People restore habitats.  SAVES / ENDANGERS 

 j. Factories dump waste and chemicals into rivers.   SAVES / ENDANGERS 

 k. People kill rhinoceroses for their horns.  SAVES / ENDANGERS

11. How many human beings are alive today? ________________________________

12. According to the United Nations, if nothing changes, how many people will be alive in  

 2200? _____________________________________

I. Going, Going, Gone? (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Renting An Apartment

1. What do you call a person who pays rent in an apartment? ___________________________

2. Who collects the rent? _________________________

3. How much do most people spend each month on rent? _______________________________

4. A person can pay less money for rent by sharing an apartment with one or two  

 ______________________________.

5. What legal document does a person sign before moving into an apartment? 

 ______________________________

6. If there is damage to the apartment, what may the landlord use to pay for repairs?  

 _______________________________________

7. What is an organization that helps protect renters’ rights? 

 _______________________________________________

8. Who can give an official eviction order? ____________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in April

1. Who wrote the poem Madam and the Rent Man? _________________________________

2. When is April Fools’ Day? _________________________________

3. April Fools’ Day is a day of what kind of tricks?  PLAYFUL / HARMFUL 

4. What day encourages people to choose healthy, active lifestyles?  

 __________________________________________________________________

5. Where did the modern Olympic Games start? _________________________________

6. What holiday begins at sundown on April 10? _________________________________

7. How long does this holiday last? _________________________________

8. What flat bread do Jews eat during this holiday? _________________________________

9. Put these Passover events in order of first (1) to last (5). Write 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 in the spaces: 

 ____ a. God sent plagues to Egypt. 

 ____ b. Moses asked the Egyptian Pharaoh to let the Jews go free. 

 ____ c. Moses parted the Red Sea and led the Jews out of Egypt. 

 ____ d. Pharaoh said that he would let the Jews go free. 

 ____ e. Pharaoh would not let the Jews go.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in April (continued)
10. Whose resurrection do Christians celebrate during Easter?  ___________________________

11. On what device did this person die? _________________________________

12. What kind of day is Easter Sunday for Christians?  SAD / HAPPY

13. Rabbits, baby chicks, flowers, and eggs are all symbols of what season? 

 _________________________________

14. April 18, 2017 is the deadline for paying taxes on income a person earned in what year? 

 _________________________________

15. On what day do many people think about the environment and clean up parks,  

 beaches, and roads?   _________________________________

16. What famous writer created many words used in the English language? 

 _______________________________________________________

17. How many people in the world speak English as a first or second language? 

 _______________________________________________________

18. On what day do people thank office managers, secretaries, receptionists, and clerks? 

 __________________________________________________



IV. New York City

1. What are two nicknames for New York City? _____________________________________ and  

 _________________________________

2. How many square miles is New York City? ___________________________

3. How many people live there? _______________________________

4. What are the five boroughs of New York City?  ___________________________,  

 __________________________, __________________________, _____________________,  

 and ____________________________

5. What percentage of people in NYC were born in other countries? ______________________

6. What was the tallest building in the world from 1931 to 1972? 

 _________________________________________

7. What park is in the center of Manhattan? __________________________________

8. What building in New York City is 1776 feet tall? _____________________________________

9. What famous statue is in the New York Harbor? ______________________________________

10. Many New Yorkers travel around their big city using an underground  

 ________________________________ system.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The Great Migration

1. What laws kept black and white people segregated in the South? _________________________

2. What terrorist organization kept black people from voting? ______________________________

3. What insect spread through the South and destroyed cotton plants? _______________________

4. Before 1914, who worked in the factories in the North? ________________________________

5. What stopped those people from coming after 1914? ____________________________

6. Circle northern cities that black people migrated to for jobs:

 a. Miami  b. Chicago  c. New York City  d. Atlanta

 e. Philadelphia f. Cleveland  g. New Orleans  h. Baltimore 

7.  YES or NO? In the North:

 a. Unions allowed black people to become members. _________

 b. Black people with skills could easily get good jobs. _________

 c. Black people had to pay more for rent than white people did. _________

 d. Banks lent money to black people so they could buy houses. _________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V.  The Great Migration (continued) 

 e. Factory owners called black workers to work when whites went on strike. _________

 f. Many blacks became less healthy. _________

 g. It was easy for black people to save money. _________

 h.  Black people could register to vote. _________

8. In what year were there 26 race riots in northern cities? __________________

9. What percentage of black children died before their first birthday? __________________ 
 
 
10. Name two groups that black people organized to work for better conditions.

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________________________________________________

11. Who was the first black person elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in the 20th  

 Century? _______________________________________

12. What did people call the new music, poetry, writings, and art by blacks in the 1920s and 30s? 

 ___________________________________________

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1.  If the human population increases to 11.2 billion, tell how that will affect 

 a. animals’ habitats  b. production of CO2 c. water supplies

2. Imagine a world without honey bees. What would happen to fruit trees and flowering crops? How  
might that affect prices of fruit and vegetables?

3. Scientists would like to make the species of mosquito that carries the disease malaria extinct. It 
would save the lives of a million people a year. Research to find out how scientists could do that. 
Could there be any bad consequences to making one kind of mosquito extinct? 

4. a. If working in a gold mine will kill all of an endangered cave spider, should the work stop?

    b. A farmer owns wetland that is a stopping place for an endangered bird that migrates. Should  
        the law stop him from draining the water off his land to plant crops?

    c. Coal is one of the oldest and cheapest forms of energy to generate electricity. However, it  
        produces more CO2 when it is burned than oil does. Thousands of coal miners have lost their  
        jobs. What’s more important: cheap energy, people’s jobs, or slowing global warming?  

5. In what ways is your experience as an immigrant similar to the experience of black people who 
left the South to find work in factories in the North? In what ways is it different?

6. Interview several immigrant workers. Ask how they decided to come to the United States. What 
problems did they have to solve? Were they glad they made the change? What do they miss about 
their home country?

7. Have you felt prejudice against you for your religion, race, language, clothing, or other reason? 
Why do you think people have an automatic judgment based on what a person looks like? Do you 
feel a sense of prejudice against any group of people based on their religion, race, language, or 
other reason? 

8. Research: What kinds of things do American factories make? How many people work in the most 
important industries? What skills does a person need to do those jobs? 

9. Who is your favorite poet in your language? Are poems by that poet translated into English? 
Share one of the poems with the class. Does it have the same meaning in English? Does it have the 
same pattern of rhymes and meter? 

10. Find other poems by Langston Hughes online. How do his poems show his feelings about being 
black? Choose one that you like. Practice reading it until you can do it well. Explain any difficult 
words, and then read it to the class with good pronunciation and good expression.



I. Going, Going, Gone?

1. NO
2. 65 million years ago
3. 4.8 billion years old
4. between 10 million and 14 million
5. about five billion
6. between 30-50%
7. Carbon dioxide (CO2)
8. invasive species
9. the tropics, mountains, islands in Central and South  
    America, Africa, and south and southeast Asia
10. a. endangers b. saves c. endangers
   d.  endangers e. endangers f. saves
   g. saves  h. saves i. saves
   j.  endangers  k. endangers 
11. 7.4 billion 
12. 11.2 billion

II. Renting An Apartment

1. tenant
2. landlord
3. between one third and one half of their  
    monthly income
4. roommates
5. a lease
6. the security deposit
7. the National Fair Housing Alliance
8. a judge

 
III. Events in April

1. Langston Hughes
2. April 1
3. PLAYFUL
4. International Day of Sport
5. Athens, Greece
6. Passover
7. eight days
8. matzo
9.  a. 3;  b. 1;  c. 5;  d. 4;  e. 2
10. the resurrection of Jesus

11. cross
12. HAPPY
13. spring
14. 2016
15. Earth Day
16. William Shakespeare
17. 860,000,000 (360 million plus half a billion)
18. Administrative Professionals’ Day 

IV. New York City

1. “The Capital of the World” and “The Big Apple”
2. 302 square miles
3. 8.5 million
4. Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, and  
   Staten Island
5. 37%
6. the Empire State Building
7. Central Park
8. One World Trade Center
9. the Statue of Liberty
10. subway

V. The Great Migration

1. Jim Crow laws
2. Ku Klux Klan
3. boll weevil
4. immigrants from Europe
5. World War I
6. b. Chicago; c. New York City; e. Philadelphia;  
   f. Cleveland; h. Baltimore.
7. a. NO b. NO  c. YES
    d. NO e. YES  f. YES
    g. NO h. YES
8. 1919
9. 25%
10. the Urban League and The National Association  
   for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
11. Oscar DePriest
12. The Negro Renaissance

April 2017  
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