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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

What Does The U.S. President Do?

On January 20, 2017, the United States will have a ___________________________ president. 

Newcomers to the U.S. ___________________________: What does the president do? 

The president of the United States has one of the most difficult ___________________________ 

in our country. The U.S. president is one of the most ___________________________ people in the 

world. 

The powers of the president

The ___________________________ tells the duties and powers of the president. The president is the 

chief executive of the nation. His job is to ___________________________ national laws. 

The president is the ___________________________-in-chief of the U.S. Armed Forces. He can send 

___________________________ troops anywhere in the world. 

The president can send help to ___________________________ when there are disasters. He can ask 

the states for help when there is a national ___________________________.

      
WORD BANK

Constitution states  enforce  American  new

commander emergency  wonder  powerful  jobs
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

When An Earthquake Hits 

There has been a lot of ___________________________ about earthquakes lately. People have felt 

___________________________ earthquakes in many parts of the country. Scientists say that a big 

earthquake will happen in ___________________________ within the next 30 years. What should you 

do if the ground starts to move and ___________________________ under your feet?

Drop, cover, and hold on!

An earthquake ___________________________ without warning. It may be very violent. You may 

not be able to run or ___________________________. You don’t know if the first shake will be the 

only one or if it is the start of a bigger one. Don’t try to outrun an ___________________________. 

Protect yourself as ___________________________ as possible where you are.  

Most injuries and deaths from earthquakes in the United States are caused by 

___________________________ objects. Broken glass, falling televisions, lamps, bookcases, and 

other items can be very ___________________________.

      
WORD BANK

earthquake  news   best   small   walk

California  happens  dangerous  falling  shake



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September 2016. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for 
use with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Constitution Day

September 17 is Constitution Day. It’s the ___________________________ of the Constitution of the 

United States. Our “Founding ___________________________” wrote it in 1787. The Constitution is 

now 229 ___________________________ old. 

Many new citizens take the oath of ___________________________ on this day. It is a very 

___________________________ event for them. 

The Constitution is a very important ___________________________. It tells how the 

government ___________________________. For example, the Constitution tells who can be 

___________________________ president: 

A president must have been born in the United States. He or she must have 

___________________________ here at least 14 years. He or she must be at least 35 years old. A 

president’s term is four years. The president begins a new term on __________________________ 20. 

      
WORD BANK

citizenship  Fathers  birthday  lived   happy

document  elected  January  years   works
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Patriot Day

___________________________ 11 is Patriot Day. The government asks the people of the United 

States to observe a ___________________________ of silence at 8:56 a.m. This is to remember the 

3,000 people who lost their ___________________________ on September 11, 2001. 

On that day, Islamic terrorists hijacked planes and crashed them into the 

___________________________ Trade Center and the Pentagon. The terrorists wanted to crash 

another ___________________________ into the White House or the Capitol building in Washington, 

D.C. The ___________________________ on that plane fought against the terrorists. That plane 

crashed in a field in ___________________________.

The government quickly ___________________________ the Pentagon. However, it took a long time 

to decide about the World Trade Center. A new building, One World Trade Center, was completed in 

2014. It is now the ___________________________ building in the U.S. It is 1,776 feet tall (with its 

400 foot ___________________________.)

      
WORD BANK

lives   Pennsylvania passengers antenna  World

plane   moment  repaired  September  tallest
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C. is the ___________________________ of the United States. It is not in a state. 

It is between Virginia and ___________________________ in the District of Columbia. It is one 

of the most ___________________________ cities in the U.S. Last year, more than 20 million 

___________________________ came to Washington, D.C. 

The federal government works in Washington, D.C. Congress makes ___________________________ 

in the Capitol Building. The House of Representatives meets in the south ________________________ 

of the Capitol. The Senate meets in the ______________________ wing. 

The president and his family live in the East Wing of the ___________________________ House. 

The ___________________________ works in the Oval Office in the West Wing. He meets with 

congressmen, senators, and world leaders there. 

The Supreme ___________________________ is in Washington, D.C. also. It is the most important 

court in the country.

      
WORD BANK

visitors  president  beautiful  White   Maryland

laws   north   Court   wing   capital



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Who Will Be The Next U.S. President?

In July, Republicans and Democrats had conventions to ___________________________ their 

candidates for president and vice president. They made a ___________________________ of plans 

and promises. These ___________________________ are the political parties’ platforms.

Republican ___________________________ voted for Donald Trump as their party’s 

candidate. Trump is a wealthy ___________________________ and television host. He has 

___________________________ run for office before. Trump chose Mike Pence as the vice 

presidential candidate. Pence is the governor of ___________________________.

The Democrats’ convention was in Philadelphia. Democrats chose Hillary Clinton as their candidate 

for president. Clinton was First ___________________________ when her husband Bill Clinton was 

president. From 2001 to 2009, she was a senator for New York. From 2009 to 2013, she was Secretary 

of State for ___________________________ Obama. Clinton chose Tim Kaine, a senator from 

Virginia, as her ___________________________ mate.
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WORD BANK

delegates  running  choose  list   never

Lady   Indiana  businessman President  promises



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B           C       D

1.   president   representatives     Constitution  senators

2.   duty    enforce      job    treaty

3. pardon   veto       appoint   budget

4.  Mexico   Cuba       Guatemala  El Salvador 

5. labor    union       workers   business

6.  Capitol   capital      White House  Supreme Court

7.  candidate   campaign      platform   debate

8. hold on   cover       drop   run 

9.  Ring of Fire   fault       crust   tectonic plates 

10. coast    ocean      warning   tsunami  

11.  buddy    homework      class   test

12.  makeup   pepper      nail polish  lipstick
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. What Does The U.S. President Do?

1. Who is the current president of the United States? ____________________________

2. When will the U.S. have a new president? _____________________________

3. How long is a president’s term? _________________________

4. What document tells the powers of the president? ___________________________

5. When a president vetoes a bill that Congress has passed, what happens? (Circle one.)

 It becomes a law.   It goes back to Congress.

6. Who appoints federal judges and justices of the Supreme Court? _______________________

7. Who must approve the appointments of judges and justices? __________________________

8. Who has the power to declare war? __________________________________

9. Who can impeach the president? ____________________________________

10. Who can pardon a person who has broken a federal law? ____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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1. What is a sudden, violent shaking of the ground? _____________________________

2. According to scientists, which state will have a big earthquake within the next 30 years? 

  ____________________________

3. In what event do people practice what to do during an earthquake?  

 ________________________________________

4. What causes the most injuries and deaths during an earthquake in the U.S.?  

 __________________________________________

5. What rule can reduce injury and death during an earthquake? 

 __________________________________________

6. Should you try to outrun an earthquake?    YES     NO

7. Is it safe to stay by the ocean after an earthquake?    YES     NO

8. What is a dangerous ocean wave caused by an earthquake? __________________________ 

9. Is it safe to stand in a doorway during an earthquake?     YES     NO

10. Earthquakes can only happen in the Ring of Fire.    YES     NO

II. When An Earthquake Hits



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. When An Earthquake Hits (continued)

11. The Ring of Fire goes around which ocean? ___________________________________

12. What is the outer, solid part of the earth called? __________________________________

13. What is a place where two tectonic plates meet? _________________________________

14. On what battery-operated device can you get news after an earthquake? 

 __________________________

15. What should you do if you are in these places during an earthquake?  

 (Write the number of the correct answer in the space next to each letter.)

 A. in your kitchen   ______  

 B. in a theater    ______ 

 C. near the ocean    ______ 

 D. if you are driving a car  ______ 

 E. in bed     ______

 1. Cover your head with a pillow.  

 2. Get to high ground as soon as possible.  

 3. Stop and set the brake.  

 4. Get under a table and hold on.  

 5. Stay in your seat and cover your head with your arms. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in September

1. What holiday is the first Monday of September? ________________________________

2. When is Grandparents Day? __________________________________

3. Americans observe a moment of silence on Patriot Day. At what time does this happen? 

  ___________________

4. What is the tallest building in the United States? ___________________________________

5. How tall is it? ________________________

6. How many public schools are in the United States? _________________________________

7. How many students will attend a four-year college this year? _________________________

8. When does Hispanic-American Heritage month begin? _____________________________

9. When does it end? _____________________

10. What is the first day of fall? ________________________________________

11. What is another word for fall? ____________________

12. What is another name for the holiday Eid al-Adha? ________________________________

13. Which religion celebrates Eid al-Adha? ______________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in September (continued)

14. When is Constitution Day? __________________________________

15. When was the Constitution written? _______________________________________

16. How many times can a president be elected? _____________________________

17. Who becomes president if something happens to the president? _________________________

18. Who becomes president if something happens to that person? ___________________________

19. A president must be at least _______________ years old. 



IV. Tips for Success At School

1. What are five things you should bring to a class in school? (Circle your answers.)

 pen or pencil video games  bilingual dictionary  notebook

 food   homework  iPod or music player  textbook

2. What should you do if you are sick on a school day? (Circle your answer.)        

 Come to class so you won’t miss the lesson.          Stay home to get well.

3. What should you do when the teacher writes the homework assignment on the board? 

 ___________________________________________________

4. To help you sleep, be sure to text your friends or watch TV before going to bed.   YES     NO

5. What are five foods that help good thinking? (Circle your answers.)

 desserts  chicken  eggs    fruit  

 bread   fish   sweet drinks   vegetables

6. What must you put around someone else’s words if you use them in an essay?  

 _______________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Washington, D.C.

1. Between which two states is the District of Columbia? _________________________________

2. How many people came to visit Washington, D.C. last year? _____________________________

3. In what building does the president work? _____________________________________

4. In what building does the House of Representatives work? ______________________________

5. Who works in the other part of that building? _____________________________________

6. What is the highest court in the United States? _____________________________________

7. What river forms the border between Washington, D.C. and Virginia?  

 _____________________________________

8. How tall is the Washington Monument? _____________________________________

9. How many steps are there to the top of the Washington Monument? ______________________

10. What body of water is between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial?  

 _____________________________________

11. When is the best time to visit Washington, D.C.? _____________________________________

12. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? _____________________________________

13. When did that person serve as president? _____________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Washington, D.C. (continued)
Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

14. Who was president from 1933 to 1945? _____________________________________

15. Where are many soldiers of U.S. wars buried? _____________________________________

16. Who was the 16th president of the United States? ____________________________________

17. What is the tallest stone structure in the world? _____________________________________

18. What river is the Great Falls in? _____________________________________

19. What beautiful trees have blossoms in Washington, D.C. in the spring?  

 _____________________________________

20. Where are many memorials and monuments in Washington, D.C.?  

 _____________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions or projects to discuss in a small group or the class.

1. What duties and powers does the principal have in your school? What duties and powers 
does your ESL teacher have? What duties and powers do students have?

2. Why do you think so many people live in areas where earthquakes are possible? Where do 
you think it’s safest to live? Would you move there?

3. Project: Have the class create a constitution for the ESL class. It should tell the purpose 
and create branches of government and tell how each branch will be chosen. It will list the 
powers of each branch of the class government.

Have students nominate two or three candidates to be president of your ESL class. Each 
candidate should choose a candidate for vice president. These candidates choose one or 
two other students to be advisors. Each group creates a name for the political party they 
will belong to. Each group prepares a platform of new laws or promises for the class. The 
candidates make speeches based on their promises. The class votes for the candidate they 
want. That person becomes the president of the class for a week or a month. The class 
government can meet to implement their rules. When he or she is absent, the vice president 
has that role.

4. What other powers do you think a president should have? What powers should a president 
not have?

5. Plan an imaginary visit to Washington, D.C. Find out the best way for a group to go 
there: bus, train, car, or plane. Find out the cost of each for a whole class. Study a map of 
the National Mall. Make a plan on a simple map for a walking route so you see as many 
monuments and memorials and buildings as possible. How long do you think you should spend 
at each site? What would you want to learn about at each site?

6. Plan an imaginary mall of memorials and monuments for heroes in your family and in 
your life. Who would the memorials be for? What made those people special? What kind of 
building or statues would you make? Draw pictures of some of the monuments.

7. Imagine you are starting a new high school in your town. What school rules would you want 
to be in that school? How many students do you think should be in each class? How would 
you get the best teachers to teach at your school? What makes a good teacher? What subjects 
would you require students to take to graduate?

8. Invent competitions that can be safely played in your ESL class. Divide into teams. Have an 
Olympics to see the winners in walking around the room with a book on their heads; bean bags 
tossed into the waste basket, and so forth.



I. What Does The U.S. President Do?

1. Barack Obama
2. January 20, 2017
3. four years
4. Constitution
5. It goes back to Congress.
6. the President
7. the Senate
8. Congress
9. the House of Representatives
10. the President

 
II. When An Earthquake Hits

1. an earthquake
2. California
3. an earthquake drill
4. falling objects
5. Drop, cover, and hold on!
6. NO
7. NO
8. tsunami
9. NO
10. NO
11. Pacific Ocean
12. the crust
13. a fault
14. a radio
15. A 4; B 5; C 2; D 3: E 1

 
III. Events in September

1. Labor Day
2. First Sunday after Labor Day; September 11
3. 8:56 a.m.
4. One World Trade Center
5. 1,776 feet
6. more than 98,000
7. more than 13 million
8. September 15
9. October 15
10. September 22
11. autumn

12. the Feast of Sacrifice 
13. Muslims/Islam
14. September 17
15. 1787
16. two
17. vice president
18. the Speaker of the House
19. 35

IV. Tips For Success At School

1. pen or pencil; bilingual dictionary; notebook;  
    homework; textbook
2. Stay home to get well.
3. copy it into your notebook
4. NO
5. chicken; eggs; fruit; fish; vegetables
6. quotation marks

V. Washington, D.C.

1. Virginia and Maryland
2. 20 million
3. the White House
4. the Capitol
5. the Senate
6. the Supreme Court
7. the Potomac River
8. 554 1/2 feet tall
9. 898 steps
10. the Reflection Pool
11. spring
12. Thomas Jefferson
13. 1801-1809
14. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
15. Arlington Cemetery
16. Abraham Lincoln
17. Washington Monument
18. the Potomac River
19. cherry trees
20. the National Mall

September 2016  
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