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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Ideas About Government

Republicans and Democrats

People with many conservative ideas might _______________________________ the Republican Party. 

People with many _______________________________ ideas might join the Democratic Party. 

Conservatives and Republicans are often called “the _______________________________ Wing.” 

Liberals and _______________________________ are often called “the Left Wing.” 

A ____________________________ is a person whose views are in the ___________________________. 

Many people have some conservative views, _______________________________ liberal views and some 

moderate _______________________________. 

As of January 2016, 26 percent of _______________________________ are Republican. Twenty-nine 

percent are Democratic. Forty-two percent are independent.

      
WORD BANK

views   moderate  Americans  Right   percent

liberal  Democrats  middle  join   some
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

How To Hold Onto Your Job

Hooray! You got a _______________________________! 

Next _______________________________: can you keep it? 

To keep your job, you will have to be a _______________________________ employee. Many 

_______________________________ are having a difficult time in today’s economy. In many cases, the 

most cooperative and productive employees will keep their jobs the ______________________________. 

Here are some _______________________________:

Ask questions so you are _______________________________ of what to do and how to do it. Don’t be 

afraid to ask people to explain things _______________________________ than once. 

Show up on time or a little _______________________________. Make sure you give your employer all 

of the hours he or she is _______________________________ you for. 
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WORD BANK

tips   companies  early   valuable  sure

question  more   longest  paying  job



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Women’s History Month

The month of _______________________________ is Women’s History Month in the United States. 

This month is a time to learn more about women in American _______________________________. (In 

other countries, March 8 is _______________________________ Women’s Day.)

Do women have equal rights with men?

In the 1960s, the second Women’s _______________________________ Movement began. Women’s 

groups wanted an _______________________________ Rights Amendment to the Constitution. The 

amendment would _______________________________ that women have the same rights as men all 

across the country.

The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) _______________________________ Congress. It needed three 

fourths of the _______________________________ (38) to ratify it. Only 35 states voted for it. It did not 

become part of the U.S. _______________________________. 

However, there are now equal rights _______________________________ in 22 state constitutions. 
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WORD BANK

history  Constitution amendments Equal   passed

guarantee  Rights  March  International states



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Body Language

Eyes

In some _______________________________, parents teach children not to look 

_______________________________ at someone. For them, looking directly at a 

person shows a _______________________________ of respect. Americans seem to be 

_______________________________ at them. This makes them _______________________________.

Many Americans tell their _______________________________, “Look at 

_______________________________ when I’m talking to you.” We think that it is important to 

“make eye contact” when we are talking to _______________________________ person. It’s a sign of 

openness and _______________________________. It shows respect. It seems to us that a person who 

doesn’t look at us cannot be listening. It seems to us that a person is dishonest if they don’t make 

_______________________________ contact.
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WORD BANK

me   cultures  uncomfortable directly  another

staring  eye   honesty  children  lack



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

A Good Night’s Sleep
by Dr. Majid Ali

We all _______________________________ sleep. During sleep, our ______________________________ 

repair our cells, and fight disease and infection. A good night’s sleep helps our concentration the 

_______________________________ day. We can learn better and _______________________________ 

more. A _______________________________ night’s sleep improves our coordination. Our reflexes are 

faster.

Unfortunately, many people do not get a good night’s _______________________________. Stress, 

worries, anger, low blood sugar, and _______________________________ disease can make it difficult 

to get to sleep. People who work _______________________________ shifts may not sleep well in the 

daytime.

Sometimes we find it hard to _______________________________ asleep. Sometimes we wake up 

without enough sleep to _______________________________ our bodies and minds. 

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS March 2016. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

WORD BANK
remember  chronic  need   fall   good

refresh  next   sleep   bodies  night



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

Did you _______________________________ money in 2015? By January 31, employers must send 

every _______________________________ a W-2 Form. A _______________________________ Form 

tells how much money you earned in 2015.

The W-2 Form also tells how much _______________________________ and state tax was taken out. It 

shows how much _______________________________ was taken out for Social Security and Medicare. 

You may have to file an income tax _______________________________. You must send the tax return 

to the Internal Revenue Service (_______________________________) by April 18 this year. In most 

states, people must file a tax return for state _______________________________ taxes, too. 

Unmarried people _______________________________ age 65 with wages of $10,150 

(or if over age 65, $11,700) or more, must file a tax return. Married people with total 

_______________________________ of $20,300 ($22,700 if both over 65) or more, must file a tax 

return.
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money  income  wages  employee  return

W-2   federal  under   IRS   earn



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Marian Anderson, “A Voice Heard Once In A Hundred Years”

Marian Anderson was an American _______________________________ with a beautiful voice. 

However, she was _______________________________, and she lived during a time when opportunities 

were closed to black people. Anderson _______________________________ against prejudice 

throughout her life and career.

Early life

Marian Anderson was born on February 27, 1897 in Philadelphia, ______________________________. 

She had two younger ______________________________. Anderson and her sisters loved to sing. 

Marian started singing in the choir at her _____________________________ when she was six years old. 

The _______________________________ of the choir thought Marian had a beautiful voice. The 

director told Marian that she should take _______________________________ lessons. But Marian’s 

family was poor and could not _______________________________ lessons. Members of the black 

community and the Philadelphia People’s Chorus _______________________________ money to pay for 

Marian’s lessons.
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WORD BANK

church  singer  music  black   collected

struggled  sisters  Pennsylvania director  afford



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   conservative   Right Wing   Republican   liberal

2.  moderate   liberal   conservative   opinion

3. cooperative    complaining   flexible   productive

4.  blame    brag    gossip   cooperate

5.  Maya Angelou  St. Patrick   Hillary Clinton  Amy Tan

6.  pot of gold   shamrock   roasted chicken  leprechaun 

7.  spring    autumn   vernal equinox  March 20

8.  meditation   anxiety   stress    coffee

9.  W-2    1099    1040    2016

10. tax    income   wages    salary 

11.  conductor   manager   composer   singer

12. Arturo Toscanini  Eleanor Roosevelt  Jean Sibelius  Sol Hurok
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Ideas About Government
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1. What animal is a symbol for the Democratic Party? ______________________________

2. What animal is a symbol for the Republican Party? ______________________________

3. “Red states” have more ___________________________ voters.

4. “Blue states” have more ___________________________ voters.

5. A _________________ is a person whose views are not too conservative and not too liberal. 

6. What percentage of Americans are Republican? _____________ What percentage are  

       Democratic? ______________ What percentage are Independent? ______________

Are these ideas conservative or liberal? (Write “Conservative” or “Liberal” on the line.) 

7. The government should pay for college education and health insurance. __________________

8. People should be allowed to pray in schools and public events. ________________________

9. Wealthy people should pay a higher rate of taxes. ______________________________

10. Congress should repeal the Affordable Care Act. _______________________________

11. Businesses should pay lower taxes than they do now. ______________________________

12. There should be stricter gun control. _______________________________

13. Human activities are not increasing the earth’s temperature. __________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________ 

I. Ideas About Government (continued) 

Are these ideas conservative or liberal? (Write “Conservative” or “Liberal” on the line.)

14. Climate change is the biggest problem facing the world today. __________________________

15. Illegal immigrants need a way to stay in the U.S. and become citizens. ___________________ 

16. The U.S. should not allow refugees from Syria into the country. _________________________

17. The federal government should be small. _____________________________

18. The government should regulate businesses to protect consumers. _______________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. How To Hold Onto Your Job

1. To be a valuable employee and good co-worker, you should: (Circle your answers) 

    a. ask questions. b. blame others.    c. take long breaks.       d. complain at work. 

    e. do extra work. f. be flexible.   g. get to work on time.       h. do drugs. 

    i. gossip about a co-worker’s personal life.     j. play computer games at work. 

    k. cooperate with co-workers.       l. have a messy desk or work space. 

    m. tell the boss about the work you are doing.      n. never ask for help.

    o. call your friends while you are at work.     p. show up late to work. 

    q. compete with co-workers          r. brag to co-workers about how much money you make.  

2. Is it OK to tease a co-worker about his or her religion, weight, or language?  YES    NO

3. You and three co-workers are working on a project. The project is due tomorrow morning.  

      It’s 5:00 p.m., the time you usually go home. Your co-workers ask you to stay a little       

      longer and finish the project with them. What should you do? (Circle one) 

  a. Go home. It is not your problem.   

  b. Tell them that you already finished your part of the project.   

  c. Stay and help finish the project.   

  d. Post on Facebook that your co-workers are lazy.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in March

1. The month of March is _____________________ History Month.    MEN’S    WOMEN’S

2. When did the second Women’s Rights Movement begin? ____________________________

3. The Equal Rights Amendment needed the votes of ___________ of the 50 states to ratify it.    

        It only received ____________ votes.

4. How many states have equal rights amendments in their state constitutions today? ________

5. How many women Justices are on the Supreme Court? ___________________

6. To what country did Patrick bring Christianity in the year 432? ___________________

7. What is the special color for St. Patrick’s Day? _____________________

8. What are some symbols of St. Patrick’s Day? (draw a circle around each of your answers):

   Congress   pot of gold  the Bible  shamrock  Easter Bunny   

   leprechaun colored eggs  green hats  angel   delegate  

9. What is the most important holiday for Christians? ______________________________

10. What is the saddest day of the year for Christians? ______________________________

11. Who died on this day? _________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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12. What animal is a symbol of Easter? _________________________

13. In what season do flowers bloom and birds build nests? _______________________

14. On what day does winter end? _______________________________

15. When does the baseball season start? (circle one):     winter      spring      summer      fall

16. On Sunday, March 13, one minute after 1:59 a.m. becomes _______________ (circle one):  

 2:00 a.m.    2:00 p.m.   1:00 a.m.   3:00 a.m.   3:00 p.m.

17. How many states will have primary elections or caucuses in March? __________________

18. How many states will have primary elections or caucuses on March 1? ________________

19. What is this day called? _____________________________

III. Events in March (continued)



IV. Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

1. What form must an employer give to a worker to show how much money the  

        worker earned in the past year? ____________________________________________

2. By what date must employers send workers this form?  ______________________________

3. Taxpayers must send their income tax returns to ___________________________________.

4. By what date must taxpayers file their 2015 income tax returns this year?  ______________

5.  a. A 40-year-old, unmarried person who earned $20,000 (MUST or SHOULD) file an  

  income tax return. (Circle one.) 

 b. An 80-year-old, unmarried person who earned $8,000 (MUST or SHOULD) file an   

  income tax return. 

 c. A 25-year-old married couple who earned $30,000 (MUST or SHOULD) file an   

  income tax return.

6. What are the three types of Form 1040?  _________________________________________

7. Which is the simplest type of Form 1040? ___________________________

8. Can independent contractors use this simple form?    YES       NO

9. What is the Internal Revenue Service’s website? ___________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Marian Anderson, “A Voice Heard Once In A Hundred Years”

1. How old was Marian when she started singing in the choir at her church? _______________

2. What all-white music school told Marian “We don’t take colored”?  

     _________________________________________________________

3. How many singers were in the 1925 singing contest in New York?  

   (circle one:)   10     30     300    1000   Who won the contest? _______________________

4. In what year did the Civil War end? ______________________

5. Who said Anderson had a voice “heard once in a hundred years”?  

    ________________________________________

6. Who told Anderson “The roof of my house is too low for your voice”?  

    ________________________________________

7. What organization owned Constitution Hall? ______________________________________

8. Who wrote a letter to the owners of Constitution Hall?  

    ________________________________________

9. On April 9, 1939, Marian Anderson sang in front of the ____________________ Memorial.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________ 

V. Marian Anderson, continued 

10. How many people came to Washington, D.C. to hear Anderson sing that day?  

    ______________________________________

11. Marian Anderson was the first African American to sing at the __________________________  

     Opera.

12. What award did President Lyndon Johnson give Anderson in 1963?

    ____________________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________ 

Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose any of these questions to research or write about. Discuss the question with 
a small group to share ideas.

1. If you were a candidate for president, what ideas would you have for government? 

2. Do you think the United States should build a wall on the Mexican border to prevent more illegal immigrants  
    from coming into the country? Why or why not? 

3. Should the government invite refugees from Syria to come to the U.S.? Tell reasons for the idea and  
    against the idea. 

4. Some countries have free health care for all their citizens. Choose one such country (Canada, Denmark, the  
    UK, and Sweden, for example). Find out how the health care is paid for. How satisfied are the people in the  
    country with their health care? How does that country’s health compare with health in the U.S.?

5. Should all high school graduates go to college? Why or why not? Should the government pay for tuition costs  
    for everyone who wants to go to college? Why or why not?

6. Imagine you are the owner of a new business. You need three employees; one to go out to sell your product;  
    one to take care of your customers (take care of orders, answer the phone), one to pay the bills and do the  
    bookkeeping. What are the most important qualities you will want in the people you hire for each of these  
    jobs?

7. How will you reward good employees? What will you do if an employee is often absent or late? Makes many  
    mistakes? Is rude to customers? Spends time texting friends while at work? Steals money?

8. “Read Across America Day” celebrates reading on the birthday of Dr. Seuss. Invent other holidays that  
    celebrate some useful or fun activity on the birthdays of persons who were famous for such an activity.  
    Example: “Sing A Song Day” to celebrate singer Marian Anderson’s birthday, February 27.  

9. What is your greatest talent? What would you need to do to develop that talent? Could it become your career?  
    What difficulties would you face? How could you become famous for this talent?

10. At a distance, watch two people who are having a conversation. What body language do you observe? How  
    close are the people to each other? Do they look into each other’s eyes all the time, part of the time, or not at  
    all? How do they move their hands when they are speaking?



I. Ideas About Government

1. donkey
2. elephant
3. Republican
4. Democratic
5. moderate
6. 26%, 29%, 42%
7. liberal
8. conservative
9. liberal
10. conservative
11. conservative
12. liberal
13. conservative
14. liberal
15. liberal
16. conservative
17. conservative
18. liberal

II. How To Hold Onto Your Job

1. a (ask questions) e (do extra work) f (be flexible)  
 g (get to work on time) k (cooperate with  
 co-workers) m (tell the boss about the work  
 you are doing) 
2. NO
3. c (Stay and help finish the project.)

III. Events in March

1. WOMEN’S
2. The 1960s
3. 38, 35
4. 22
5. three
6. Ireland
7. green
8. pot of gold, shamrock, leprechaun, green hats
9. Easter
10. Good Friday

11. Jesus
12. rabbit/bunny
13. spring
14. March 20
15. spring
16. 3:00 a.m. 
17. 31
18. 14
19. Super Tuesday

IV. Income Taxes: The W-2 Form

1. W-2 form (or 1099 form)
2. January 31, 2016
3. the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
4. April 18, 2016
5. MUST, SHOULD, MUST
6. 1040, 1040 A, 1040 EZ
7. 1040 EZ
8. NO
9. www.IRS.gov

V. Marian Anderson, “A Voice Heard 
Once In A Hundred Years”

1. six
2. Philadelphia Music Academy
3. 300, Marian Anderson
4. 1865
5. Arturo Toscanini
6. Jean Sibelius
7. Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)
8. Eleanor Roosevelt
9. Lincoln
10. 75,000
11. Metropolitan
12. American Medal of Freedom
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