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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Will Rio Be Ready?

It’s almost time for the _________________________ Olympic Games. The Games will be in Rio de 

Janeiro, _________________________ from August 5 to August 21. Brazil has been getting ready for 

the _________________________ for years. But people remember the problems Brazil had during the 

World Cup in 2014. People are _________________________: Will Rio be ready for the Olympics? 

What are the Olympic Games?

The Olympics are the _________________________ sports events in the world. This summer, ten 

thousand athletes from 206 countries will _________________________ in 306 events. Hundreds of 

_________________________ of people will go to Rio de Janeiro to watch the Olympics. This is the 

first time that the Olympic Games will be in _________________________ America.

Athletes work very hard to get a _________________________ to compete in the Olympic Games. 

They train many hours a day for many years. Countries hope that their _________________________ 

will bring home Olympic medals.

      
WORD BANK

compete  South  athletes  chance  Olympics

Brazil   greatest  wondering  thousands  summer
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Starting Your Own Business

Many people are looking for _________________________. One way to have a job is to make your 

own. Having your own business is one of the great _________________________ Dreams. There 

are 28 million _________________________ businesses in the U.S. Many of them are owned by 

_________________________.

It seems simple at the _________________________: Make or buy a product. Sell it at a 

_________________________. Or provide a needed _________________________ and charge for 

your time. 

_________________________: This American Dream can become an American Nightmare. Starting 

a business of your own takes more than a good idea. You need planning, training, coaching, money, 

time, hard work, and some legal work. It’s _________________________ that there is no upper limit 

on how much a business can earn. There is also no limit on the time and money a person can lose in a 

_________________________! 

      
WORD BANK

exciting	 	 profit		 	 American	 	 jobs	 	 	 small

Caution	 	 immigrants		 beginning	 	 business	 	 service
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Summer

Summer begins on _________________________ 20. Many school _________________________ 

end in June. It is a time for high _________________________ graduations. 

Younger _________________________ have a vacation for two months. They may go to summer 

school, summer day camp, or _________________________-away camp. Some families go on 

_________________________.

Summer may bring hot _________________________: 90° F (degrees Fahrenheit), and even 100+ °F!

People get cool at beaches, _________________________, pools, woods, and mountains. 

It’s important to drink _________________________ water during the day. Protect your 

_________________________ from sunburn. Wear light, long-sleeved clothing, or use sunscreen. 

      
WORD BANK

June   extra   sleep   temperatures lakes

trips   students  skin   school  terms
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Flag Day

Flag Day is June 14. On this day Americans show their _________________________ for the flag as 

a symbol of liberty.

The first “Stars and _________________________” was made in 1777 for General George 

Washington. There was one _________________________ and one stripe for each of the first 

13 states. Later, when a _________________________ state joined the union, a new star was 

_________________________ to the flag.

Today the flag has 13 red and _________________________ stripes. There are 50 white stars on a 

_________________________ of blue.

Our _________________________ anthem is “The Star-Spangled Banner.” It is a 

_________________________ about the American flag. Francis Scott Key wrote the words during a 

_________________________ in a war with Britain—The War of 1812.

      
WORD BANK

field	 	 	 Stripes	 	 white		 	 song	 	 	 new

national	 	 battle		 	 star	 	 	 love	 	 	 added
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Fourth Of July

July 4th is America’s _________________________. The United States will be 240 years old. On this 

day in 1776, leaders of the 13 _________________________ colonies approved the Declaration of 

Independence. 

There are _________________________ picnics and parades in many towns. Some towns have races 

and contests for _________________________. Community leaders make speeches. 

People learn stories about American _________________________. Some people have picnics 

or _________________________ in their back yards. Many people go to beaches. In the 

_________________________, there are band concerts and fireworks. 

The Fourth of July is a very _________________________ holiday. You may hear firecrackers 

all day long. (However, fireworks are illegal in many _________________________.) 

_________________________ or other experts manage town fireworks.

      
WORD BANK

history	 	 states	 	 barbecues	 	 British	 	 evening

birthday	 	 community		 Firefighters		 noisy		 	 children



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Political Conventions

The two big _________________________ parties of the U.S. will meet at conventions during 

the summer. The _________________________ National Convention will be in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania from July 25-28. The Republican National Convention will be in Cleveland, 

_________________________ from July 18-21. 

Many people will attend the _________________________. The delegates who were 

_________________________ in the primary elections and caucuses will go to the conventions. 

So will governors, representatives, senators, and ex-presidents. There will also be guests and 

_________________________ from the media. You can _________________________ the 

conventions all day on C-Span. Other TV stations will show the important evening activities and 

speeches. 

The Republicans are pretty sure that Donald Trump will be their _________________________. 

Not all Republicans are _________________________ about this. Trump is the 

_________________________ Republican left in the race. 
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WORD BANK

candidate  Ohio   happy  political  elected

conventions	 reporters	 	 only	 	 	 Democratic		 watch



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   stadium   arena    pool    athlete

2.   torch    light    competition   flame

3. bronze   copper   silver    gold

4.  cerebral palsy   disability   impairment   wheelchair 

5. athlete   customer   competitor   partner

6.  profit    money   SCORE   capital

7.  governors   reporters    ex-presidents  senators 

8. fireworks   prayers   barbecues   picnics 

9.  heart disease  arthritis   vitamins   cancer 

10. sympathy   majesty   strength   freedom

11.  business cards  flyers    records   ads 

12.  Gateway Arch        Statue of Liberty       Mount Rushmore        White House
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Will Rio Be Ready?

1. When will the summer Olympics Games be? ____________________________

2. Where will the Olympics be this year? _____________________________

3. How many countries will send athletes to the Olympics? _________________________

4. What can athletes win in the Olympics? ___________________________

5. What is the Olympic motto? ___________________________________________________

6. Circle four things that workers in Rio have been building for the Olympics: 

 swimming pools   hotels  houses    schools  amusement parks

 supermarkets   restaurants  roads    stadiums  movie theaters

7. How many poor people are in Brazil? __________________________

8. Workers in Rio are spraying pesticides to kill _____________________________.

9. What virus can this insect carry? ____________________________

10. What organization said that American athletes should say home if they are worried about  

            this virus? _______________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11. Brazil says it (WILL / WILL NOT) be able to clean up the water around Rio before the  

            Olympics. (Circle one.)

12. How many Brazilian soldiers and police officers will be in Rio during the Olympics?  

 ______________________

13. Athletes from all the countries will parade into the Olympic stadium during the  

 ______________________________________________.

14. How long will the Olympic Flame stay lit? ___________________________________

15. What country will have the largest Olympic team this year? ________________________

16. Who was the first African American to win the all-around gymnastics gold medal?  

 ____________________________________

17. What Olympic athlete has won the most medals? ______________________________ 

     How many Olympic medals has this athlete won? ____________  

 In what sport? ________________________________

18. What games are for athletes who have disabilities? ________________________________

19. When are these games this year? __________________________________________

I. Will Rio Be Ready? (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Starting Your Own Business

1. How many small businesses are in the U.S.? __________________________

2. What is the name of the organization of retired business executives who help new business  

 people? ____________________________

3. Companies who sell similar products or services to the same group of customers are called  

 _____________________________.

4. Is it a good idea to borrow money for a business on a credit card?   YES   NO

5. A business owner should keep his or her own money ___________________ the business’s  

 income.  SEPARATE FROM / TOGETHER WITH  (Circle one)  

6. What kind of number must a person get from the government in order to open a business  

 checking account? ______________________________________

7. In a multi-level marketing business, a person sells products and tries to recruit others to sell  

 products.   YES    NO

8. What percentage of people quit the multi-level marketing business within one year?  

 ____________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in June and July

1. What is the name of the holy month for Muslims? ________________________________

2. What do Muslims do to learn self-discipline and sympathy for hungry people during this  

 month? __________________________________

3. What is the holy book for Muslims? ______________________________

4. Where do Muslims go to pray? __________________________________________

5. How many stars and stripes were on the first American flag? ________________________

6. What two colors are the stripes? _______________________________________

7. When are new stars added to the flag? ___________________________________________

8. What is America’s national anthem? _________________________________

9. Who wrote the words to the national anthem? _____________________

10. During what war did he write the words? ________________________________________

11. When do many students get a two-month vacation from school? ____________________

12. What can you put on your skin to protect yourself from sunburn? _____________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in June and July (continued)

13. What three-leaf plant can make you very itchy? _________________________________

14. When does hurricane season begin? __________________________________

15. What parts of the U.S. may be in the path of a hurricane?  

 ______________________________________________

16. What holiday is the third Sunday in June? _____________________________

17. When is America’s birthday? _______________________

18. How old will the U.S. be on this day? ___________________________

19. What document did colonial leaders approve on this day in 1776? _______________________

20. When will the Democratic National Convention be? _____________________________   

 Where will it be? ___________________________________________

21. When will the Republican National Convention be? __________________________ 

 Where will it be? ___________________________________________

22. The vice presidential candidate is the presidential candidate’s _________________________.

23. What are a political party’s promises and ideas called? _______________________________



IV. Symbols of America

1. What statue is in New York Harbor? __________________________________

2. What color is it? ______________________

3. What country gave this statue to the U.S.? ____________________________

4. What is the statue made out of? _______________________________

5. What is America’s national bird? _______________________________

6. What color is its head? _______________________________

7. What animal is on the front of the Great Seal of the U.S.? _______________________________

8. What two things is the animal holding? _____________________________________________

9. What triangular structure is on the back of the Great Seal? ______________________________

10. What is at the top of the structure? _______________________________

11. What is the name of the bridge in California that connects San Francisco to Marin County? 

 _________________________________________

12. What kind of bridge is it? _________________________________________

13. What is America’s national tree? _____________________________

14. What was the tallest building in the world from 1931 to 1970?  

 ____________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Symbols of America (continued)

15. Where is this building? _________________________________________ 

16. What huge sculpture is in the Black Hills of South Dakota? ____________________________

17. Which four U.S. presidents are cut into the rock? ____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

18. What are the first three words of the preamble to the U.S. Constitution?  

 _________________________________________

19. What are the men who wrote the U.S. Constitution sometimes called? 

 _________________________________________

20. When did they sign the Constitution? _________________________________________

21. What cracked bell in Philadelphia is a symbol of American independence? 

 _________________________________________

22. What river is the Gateway Arch in St. Louis on? _____________________________________

23. How long is this river? ____________________________________

24. Where does the U.S. president live and work? _______________________________________

25. What is this building’s address? _________________________________________

26. Whose picture did the U.S. Army use to recruit soldiers? 

 _________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Only a few athletes from each country are chosen to go to the Olympics. These athletes 

often start their sport at a very young age, and practice many hours a day for many years. 

What are you willing to train long and hard for years for? What goal will keep you going? 

2. What do you think would be a good business for you or for your family? What would you 

need to get started? Would you take a partner? Besides hoping to make money, what would 

be your reasons for being in that business?

3. Ask Muslim students how they prepare to fast during Ramadan. Do they eat a lot before 

daylight? Ask how they feel during the day, and how they manage to go a whole day without 

eating. Ask what feelings they have during the fast. Do they ever feel faint? Can they do 

school work or play sports, or do they feel weak? (If you are Muslim, explain these things to 

the class or to a small group.)

4. Write out the words of your home country’s national anthem. Translate it as best you can 

into English. Explain the feeling you have when you sing it, or hear others sing it. 

5. Do you take any vitamins? What kind? What are the benefits? Look at the bottle or 

package and see what percent of the Recommended Daily Allowance each tablet contains of 

each vitamin. Research: Make a list of vitamins and the foods we can get the vitamins from. 

6. Countries have symbols. States, cities, and schools have symbols. Find out the symbols 

for your state and your school. You can choose symbols for yourself, or for your family as 

well. What symbols would you like for yourself? What do they mean to you?  

(Example: Easy English NEWS has an owl for a symbol. Owls represent learning and 

wisdom. Elizabeth Claire likes the symbol of a dove. Doves represent peace.)



I. Will Rio Be Ready?

1. August 5 to 21
2. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
3. 206
4. Olympic medals
5. Faster, Higher, Stronger
6. swimming pools, hotels, roads, stadiums
7. 43 million
8. mosquitos
9. Zika virus
10. U.S. Olympic Committee
11. WILL NOT
12. 85,000
13. Opening Ceremony
14. until the Games are over
15. Brazil
16. Gabby Douglas
17. Michael Phelps; 22 medals; swimming
18. Paralympic Games
19. September 7 to 18; right after the Olympics

 
II. Starting Your Own Business

1. 28 million
2. SCORE
3. competitors
4. NO
5. SEPARATE FROM
6. federal tax identification number (TIN)
7. YES
8. 50% - 70%

 
III. Events in June and July

1. Ramadan
2. fast; do not eat when the sun is up
3. Koran (many different spellings)
4. mosques
5. thirteen stars and thirteen stripes
6. white and red
7. when a new state joins the union/country
8. The Star-Spangled Banner
9. Francis Scott Key
10. The War of 1812
11. summer

12. sunscreen
13. poison ivy
14. June 1
15. states on the Gulf Coast and East Coast
16. Father’s Day
17. July 4th
18. 240 years old
19. Declaration of Independence
20. July 25-28; Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
21. July 18-21; Cleveland, Ohio
22. running mate
23. the party’s platform 

IV. Symbols of America

1. Statue of Liberty
2. green
3. France
4. copper
5. bald eagle
6. white
7. bald eagle
8. an olive branch and arrows
9. pyramid
10. an eye
11. Golden Gate Bridge
12. suspension bridge
13. oak
14. Empire State Building
15. New York City
16. Mount Rushmore
17. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore  
      Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln
18. “We the People”
19. Founding Fathers
20. September 17, 1787
21. Liberty Bell
22. Mississippi River
23. 2,320 miles long
24. The White House
25. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D.C. 
26. Uncle Sam

June 2016  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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