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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Are We Safe?

On December 2, 2015, two terrorists attacked workers at a Christmas party in San Bernardino, 

___________________________. They killed 14 people and ___________________________ 21 people. 

All _________________________ were shocked. The killers had assault __________________________, 

6,000 bullets, and bombs. The killers were supporters of ___________________________. 

There have been ______________________________ attacks in the U.S. In 2013, terrorists bombed the 

Boston ______________________________. In July 2015, a ______________________________ killed 

six people in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In ______________________________, a gunman killed 13 people 

at Fort Hood. 

After these attacks, many Americans want to ______________________________: Are we safe?

      
WORD BANK

other   know   Americans  gunman  wounded

weapons  California  Marathon  ISIS   2009
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

The Job Interview

A job interview is a two-way ______________________________ between an employer and an 

applicant for a job.

The employer wants to pick the ______________________________ person for the job. The applicant 

wants to find out if the job is right for him or her. If it is, the ______________________________ 

wants to get the job.

A company may ______________________________ many people before they hire someone. They 

may ask some applicants to come back for a ______________________________ and third interview. 

It’s not ______________________________ for employers to make a decision. 

Advice to job applicants: 

Before you go to a job interview, ______________________________ everything you can 

about the company and the job. What’s the company ______________________________? Is it 

______________________________ in the Yellow Pages of the phone book? Read about the company 

on its ______________________________. 
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WORD BANK

learn   applicant  name   website  interview

best   listed   second  conversation easy



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Martin Luther King, Junior Day

The third Monday of ______________________________ is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

This year it’s on January 18. This day celebrates the life and work of a great civil rights 

______________________________.

King became famous when he was 26 ______________________________ old. He was a minister 

in a small ______________________________ in Montgomery, Alabama. At that time, there were 

segregation laws in the ______________________________ states. These laws kept white people and 

______________________________ people separate in schools and in all public places. 

The Montgomery bus boycott

One day in 1955, ______________________________ in Montgomery, Alabama arrested a black 

woman, Rosa Parks. Parks had refused to give her ______________________________ on a bus to a 

white person. Black people in ______________________________ were very angry about this. They 

asked Reverend Martin Luther ______________________________, Jr. to lead a boycott of the bus 

company. 
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WORD BANK

leader  King   church  black   seat

southern  police  January  Montgomery years



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Betsy Ross’ Birthday

 Betsy ______________________________ was born on January 1, 1752. Some history 

______________________________ say she was the person who made the first American flag. The 

story of Betsy Ross and the ______________________________ American flag is an American legend:

One day in 1776, several men came into Betsy Ross’ sewing ______________________________. 

One of them was Colonel George ______________________________. They wanted to 

make a flag for the new ______________________________ of the United States. They 

______________________________ Ross if she could do it. She said she could try.

Washington showed her a ______________________________ for the flag. The flag had thirteen 

stripes and ______________________________ stars. The stars had six points. Ross gave him some 

suggestions. She said the stars should have five ______________________________, not six. 
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WORD BANK

country  design  shop   books  asked

Ross		 	 first	 	 	 thirteen	 	 Washington	 points



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Water — a great medicine 
by Dr. Majid Ali

The human ______________________________ is like a pond.  When there is no rain 

for a long time, the water in the pond ______________________________. Many of the 

______________________________ things in the pond start to die. Chronic dehydration does the 

______________________________ to human cells. 

Water is one of the ______________________________, safest, cheapest, and most effective ways to 

help cells heal, and to keep them working well.

Most Americans today are often ______________________________. Many people take 

______________________________ that dry out their cells even more. 

People drink ______________________________ water so they will not need to go to the bathroom 

at work or at school. But frequent trips to the ______________________________ are a small price to 

pay for one of the foundations of good health: optimal hydration!

Water is essential for our blood, for our nerve cells, for our heart ______________________________ 

and all of our other muscles. 
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WORD BANK
medications simplest  bathroom  less   body

disappears  muscles  living   dehydrated  same



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

San Antonio — The “Alamo City”

San Antonio, ______________________________ is one of the biggest cities in the United States. 

1.4 ______________________________ people live in San Antonio.  

Many tourists go to San Antonio to ______________________________ the Alamo Mission. There 

was a famous battle at the ______________________________ during the Texas Revolution. There 

are four other ______________________________ missions in San Antonio. People can walk along 

the Mission ______________________________ to see them. The Alamo and the other San Antonio 

Missions became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2015. 

There are many things to do in San Antonio. Visitors can walk, bike, or ride a 

______________________________ along the San Antonio Riverwalk. They can see historic 

______________________________ such as the San Fernando Cathedral, the Fairmount Hotel, and 

the Spanish Governor’s Palace. Visitors go to ______________________________ parks and gardens, 

too. Some work on ranches ______________________________ they are in San Antonio! 
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WORD BANK

Trail   million  amusement Texas  Alamo

visit   boat   buildings  Spanish  while



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Primary Elections and Caucuses

Who will Americans elect to be president in ______________________________, 2016? In the next 

few months, political parties will choose their candidates for ______________________________. The 

two ______________________________ parties are the Democratic Party and the Republican Party.

How does each party choose a candidate?

First, voters in each party choose the delegates for their ______________________________ 

candidate. These delegates have the ______________________________ of nominating their political 

party’s candidate at the national conventions. Voters ______________________________ their 

delegates from February to June. 

In some states, members of a political ______________________________ go to a caucus (meeting) 

to choose their delegates. In other states, ______________________________ vote in primary 

elections by secret ballot. Each candidate receives a certain ______________________________ of 

delegates based on the number of votes they get. The delegates promise to vote for that candidate at the 

national ______________________________. 
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WORD BANK

choose  November  favorite  people  biggest

job   party   convention  president  number



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   employer   candidate   political party  delegate

2.  caucus   president   primary election  convention

3. border    assault weapons  bombs   bullets

4.  threat    memorial   terrorism   ISIS

5.  employer   applicant   interview   empire

6.  honesty   reliability   integrity   resumé 

7.  march    boycott   minister   speech

8.  water    soda    coffee    fruit juice

9.  ticket    police officer  scholarship   parking

10. Mexico   festival   Texians   Alamo 

11.  political party  Democratic Party  Republican Party  candidate

12. strengths   skills    exaggerate   experience
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Are We Safe?
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1. Where in the U.S. did terrorists attack on December 2, 2015? _________________________

2. What terrorist group were the killers supporters of? ___________________________

3. In what year did terrorists bomb the Boston Marathon race? __________________________

4. Who said “My job is to keep the American people safe against terrorism”?  

________________________________________

5. ISIS controls large parts of which two countries? ___________________________________

6. What did U.N. Security Council members call ISIS?  ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. Who does President Obama want to share intelligence about terrorists with? 

_________________________________________________________

8. President Obama said that ______________________ needs to close its border with Syria.   

 What country is that?

9. Does President Obama want it to be easier for people to buy assault weapons?  YES     NO

10. Do all members of Congress agree with President Obama’s ideas to stop ISIS?  YES     NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. The Job Interview 

1. What is a two-way conversation between an employer and an applicant for a job?  

______________________________________

2. What kind of job is it if a person works just 20 hours a week? ________________________

3. What section of the phone book lists companies and businesses? ______________________

4. What are the three most important qualities to an employer? __________________________ 

_______________________________  _______________________________

5. A person should list his or her skills, experience, and contact details on a 

__________________________.

6. When should an applicant arrive for an interview? (circle one)  EARLY    LATE

7. Can an applicant ask the interviewer questions during an interview?   YES    NO

8. Can a person go to more interviews while he or she waits to hear back from one company?     

 YES    NO 

9. What should an applicant send to the interviewer after the interview?  

_________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in January

1. What is one club of people who go swimming in freezing waters on New Year’s Day?  

_______________________________________

2. What calendar is used by people all over the world for business purposes?  

__________________________________

3. When do Orthodox Christians celebrate Christmas? ________________________________

4. What calendar do Orthodox Christians use for their holidays? ________________________

5. How many stars does the “Betsy Ross” flag have? _______ How many stripes? _______

6. What holiday do Americans celebrate on the third Monday of January? ________________

_________________________________________________

7. Segregation laws kept ____________________ people and _____________________ people   

 separate in schools and other public places.

8. Who did Montgomery police arrest for refusing to give her bus seat to a white  person?  

__________________________________

9. Who led the Montgomery bus boycott?  ______________________________________

10. Who taught his followers to “use love, not violence”? ______________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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11. Did the governors of the southern states want to end segregation?     YES      NO

12. Where did 250,000 marchers go on August 28, 1963?______________________________

13. What famous speech did Martin Luther King, Jr. give this day?  

__________________________________

14. When did Congress pass the Civil Rights Act?  __________________________________

15. What prize did Martin Luther King, Jr. win soon after that? _________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

16. When did James Earl Ray assassinate Martin Luther King, Jr.? ______________________

17. What movement started in 2013 to protest violence against black people?  

___________________________________________

18. Each year, the president tells Congress about the condition of the country in a speech   

 called __________________________________________________________________.

19. When will the president make that speech this year? _______________________________

III. Events in January (continued)



IV. San Antonio — The “Alamo City”

1. In what state is San Antonio? __________________________________

2. How many people live in San Antonio? __________________________________

3. What country did Texians rebel against in the Texas Revolution? ______________________

4. Where in San Antonio was a famous battle of the Texas Revolution? ___________________

5. What would Texians yell in later battles of the Texas Revolution? 

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. How many Spanish missions are in San Antonio? _____________________________

7. San Antonio gets very hot during the summer.   TRUE    FALSE

8. What country gave “The Torch of Friendship” to San Antonio? _______________________

9. What is the tallest building in San Antonio? __________________________________

10. How tall is it? _________________________________

11. Name two Mexican holidays people celebrate in San Antonio. 

_____________________________________   ______________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. Primary Elections and Caucuses

1. When will Americans elect their next president? _______________________________

2. What are the two biggest political parties in the U.S.? _______________________________

3. From what party are these candidates: Marco Rubio, Donald Trump, Ben Carson, Ted Cruz,  

 Carly Fiorina, and Rand Paul. ______________________________________

4. From what party are these candidates: Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders, and Martin    

 O’Malley. _________________________________________

5. During what months do Americans choose the delegates for their favorite candidates?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

6. A meeting where members of a political party vote by walking to a candidate’s area is   

 called a _____________________________.

7. Members of a political party vote by ___________________________ in primary elections.

8. When and where is the first caucus? _____________________________________________

9. When and where is the first primary election? _____________________________________

10. Where do delegates for candidates go in July?_____________________________________



Critical Thinking and Creative Thinking Questions
 For January, 2016 Easy English NEWS

A. Choose one or more questions to discuss in a small group or the class. 
B. Write an essay or do a project for one of the questions. 
C. Read your essay to a partner or to the class. Explain your project.
D.  Listen to other students’ essays. 
E. Ask questions about the others’ essays or projects.  

 1. Ninety five percent of people who make New Year resolutions forget them after six weeks. 
What advice would you give to people to help them to continue working on their New Year 
resolutions?

 2. Some people become angry at a whole group based on the actions of a very small percent of the 
people in that group. Why is this unfair? Islamic terrorists attacked and killed 14 people in San 
Bernardino. Is it fair to judge all Muslims by their religion? 

 3. How can American Muslims avoid being objects of discrimination and prejudice? How are 
Martin Luther King’s words, “judge not by the color of their skin but the content of their 
character”  valid here? How can other Americans help?

 4. Research: What is Sharia law? How does it agree with, how does it differ from the U.S. laws and 
customs?

 5. Imagine you are the owner or manager of one of the following businesses and need a new 
employee. What would you want to know about the employee at an interview, or from his or her 
resume? What questions would you ask?

   a. Ice cream shop. You need a salesperson to help customers, 4 p.m. to midnight.
   b. Factory. You need a sewing machine operator 40 hours a week to work on children’s clothing.
   c. Business office: You need a person who will answer the phone, help customers with questions,   

     and take orders for products.
   d. Lawyer’s office. You need an assistant to help gather information and research legal cases.
   e. School. You need a new ESL teacher for middle school classes. 
   f.  Dentist. You need an office manager to handle scheduling patients, answering the phone, filling  

      out invoices and insurance claims and depositing payments at the bank.
   g. Hospital. You need a nurse for the children’s floor.

 6. Imagine you are applying for one of those jobs. What questions would you ask the employer? 

 7. Imagine you and other space travelers have arrived on Mars. Mars turns on its axis every 24 
hours and 37 minutes. NASA calls a Mars day a “sol.” Mars revolves around the sun every 668.6 
sols.  Mars has two small moons: Deimos and Phobos. Phobos travels around Mars three times 
per sol. Deimos takes about 30 hours to travel around Mars.

  Make a calendar to use on Mars. Let it be the Year One. Decide if you will have months, and how 
many days will be in a month. (How many months will be in your Martian year? Will they all 
have the same number of days? Name the months. Decide if you will have weeks, and how many 
days will be in a week. Give names to the days of the week. Will you need a leap year? How 
often? When will you add an extra day?



 8. Design a flag for your new home on Mars. Tell what the colors and symbols represent. 

 9. What injustices do you see in your neighborhood or city today? How would you call attention to 
the injustice, and cause things to change?

10. You are the president of your school. Imagine that you have to give a “State of the School” 
speech. What would you tell regarding numbers of students in each grade, genders, and 
languages spoken, home countries of students, teachers, behavior, lunches, transportation, 
respect, discipline, text books or technology? (Or it can be the State of the Class) Where would 
you gather this information? What improvements would you urge the principal or school board 
to make?

11. You are a police officer in your school. You can give out tickets to people who break school 
rules. What are some rules in your school? Are they written in a handbook? Which rules do 
students or teachers break? What other rules would you add? Which rules would you get rid of. 
What would be a fine to pay for breaking a rule?
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I. Are We Safe?

1. San Bernardino, California
2. ISIS
3. 2013
4. President Obama
5. Iraq and Syria
6. an unprecedented threat against international peace
7. European countries
8. Turkey
9. NO
10. NO

II. The Job Interview

1. a job interview
2. a part-time job
3. the Yellow Pages
4. honesty, integrity, and reliability
5. resumé
6. EARLY
7. YES
8. YES
9. a thank-you note

III. Events in January

1. Polar Bear Clubs
2. Gregorian calendar
3. January 7
4. Julian calendar
5. 13 stars, 13 stripes
6. Martin Luther King, Junior Day
7. white, black
8. Rosa Parks
9. Martin Luther King, Jr.
10. Martin Luther King, Jr.
11. NO
12. Washington, D.C.
13. “I have a dream” speech
14. 1964
15. Nobel Peace Prize
16. 1968
17. “Black Lives Matter” movement
18. The State of the Union Address
19. January 12

IV. San Antonio — The “Alamo City”

1. Texas
2. 1.4 million
3. Mexico
4. the Alamo
5. “Remember the Alamo!”
6. five (the Alamo, plus four more)
7. TRUE
8. Mexico
9. The Tower of the Americas
10. 750 feet
11. Dia de los Muertos, Cinco de Mayo

V. Primary Elections and Caucuses

1. November, 2016
2. Democratic Party and Republican Party
3. Republican Party
4. Democratic Party
5. from February to June
6. caucus
7. secret ballot
8. February 1, Iowa
9. February 9, New Hampshire
10. the national conventions; Cleveland, Ohio and 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

January 2016  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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