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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

• To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate students’ retention of the information. 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

President-elect Donald Trump

Election Day

Election Day is a very dramatic _________________________ in the United States. This year it was 

_________________________ than dramatic. It was shocking to many _________________________.  

On November 8, more than 170 million Americans _________________________ in long lines to 

vote for a president, vice president, representatives to Congress, senators, governors, and mayors. Forty 

six million people had already voted early or by absentee _________________________.

To become president, a candidate has to _________________________ at least 270 electoral votes. 

Most national and state polls predicted that the Democratic _________________________, Hillary 

Clinton, was going to win. 

The election was very _________________________. At 2:23 a.m. Eastern time, news 

reporters _________________________ that the Republican, Donald Trump, had won. Trump 

_________________________ become the 45th president of the United States.

      
WORD BANK

candidate  announced  win   more   ballot

waited  would  time   close   people
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Hanukkah
 

by Marilyn A. Gelman

Hanukkah (also spelled Chanukka) is the _________________________ of Lights. This Jewish 

holiday lasts _________________________ days. This year, Hanukkah _________________________ 

on the evening of December 24. 

Jews tell the story of a great miracle that happened two _________________________ years ago.

The _________________________ temple had been taken over by Syrian kings. Jews 

lost their freedom of _________________________. After many years, a brave father and 

his five _________________________ led a revolt against King Antiochus IV. People 

_________________________ the brothers the Maccabees (hammers). The Jews got their temple back 

at last. They wanted to light the “eternal _________________________” in the temple. They found 

only enough oil to burn for one day.

“Through a miracle” the little bit of oil _________________________ for eight days.

      
WORD BANK

burned	 	 begins	 	 flame		 	 eight	 	 	 religion

Jewish	 	 called	 	 festival	 	 thousand	 	 sons
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Who is Santa Claus?

A _________________________ part of Christmas for young children is the tradition of Santa Claus. 

Many young people _________________________ that Santa Claus brings gifts to all good children 

on Christmas Eve, December 24. 

How did this tradition begin?

In the Fourth Century CE,  Nicholas was a bishop in a Christian _________________________ 

in the land that is now Turkey. He was very kind, _________________________ to children. 

After Nicholas died, the church said that he was a _________________________. He became the 

patron saint of _________________________. His special _________________________ was on 

December 6. Children received _________________________ “from Saint Nicholas” on that day. 

Later, this tradition was _________________________ to December 25, the day when Christians 

celebrate the birthday of Jesus. Early Dutch immigrants to America brought their traditions about St. 

_________________________. The Dutch called him “Sinter Klaas.” 

      
WORD BANK

especially	 	 saint	 	 	 day	 	 	 Nicholas	 	 church

children	 	 presents	 	 believe	 	 moved	 	 favorite
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Holiday Customs in the U.S.

There are many holiday customs and traditions in the _________________________ of December. 

Christians celebrate _________________________ on December 24 and 25. Many African Americans 

_________________________ Kwanzaa from December 26 to January 1. Jews celebrate eight days of 

_________________________ in December, too. 

Gifts and tips

Many people give _________________________ to family and friends in the holiday season. 

They give gifts or tips to employees, doormen, _________________________ carriers, sanitation 

_________________________, teachers, cleaning people, delivery people, and others. Americans 

_________________________ money to their church and to charities at this time, too.  

Many people send holiday cards to family, friends, and _________________________. 

_________________________ people send email greetings.

      
WORD BANK

workers	 	 give	 	 	 neighbors	 	 gifts	 	 	 month

letter		 	 Hanukkah	 	 busy	 	 	 Christmas	 	 celebrate
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania is the fifth-_________________________ city in the United States. 

About 1.5 _________________________ people live here. Many _________________________ 

live in and near Philadelphia. Its nicknames are “Philly” and “The City of Brotherly 

_________________________.”

Many important events in U.S. _________________________ happened in Philadelphia. Members of 

the Second Continental Congress _________________________ the Declaration of Independence here 

in 1776. The Constitution of the _________________________ States was written in Philadelphia in 

1787.

Philadelphia was _________________________ the capital of the United States, from 1790 to 1800. 

It was the second-largest _________________________ in the U.S. at that time. 

Benjamin Franklin was Philadelphia’s most _________________________ resident.

      
WORD BANK

million	 	 history	 	 United	 	 city	 	 	 love

signed	 	 largest	 	 famous	 	 immigrants		 once



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Bill of Rights

In 1787, twelve of the _________________________ new states sent leaders to Philadelphia to write 

a Constitution to “make a more _________________________ union.” _________________________ 

from nine states signed the Constitution. 

However, four states would not sign the Constitution at _________________________. They were 

afraid that the new _________________________ had too much power. They had just fought a 

revolution _________________________ the British. They _________________________ to be sure 

that they would not lose their new rights. 

The writers of the Constitution added ten _________________________ to it. These ten amendments 

are called the _________________________ of Rights. The Bill of Rights became part of the 

Constitution on _________________________ 15, 1791. December 15 is Bill of Rights Day.
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WORD BANK

wanted	 	 against	 	 December	 	 government	 leaders

first	 	 	 perfect	 	 amendments	 thirteen	 	 bill



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle around 
the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C    D

1.   representative  senator   host mom   president

2. Hillary Clinton  President-elect  Donald Trump  winner 

3. hot    go    stop    danger

4.  menorah   dreidel   Hanukkah gelt  winter

5. October Surprise    Declaration of Independence     Bill of Rights         Constitution

6. Santa Claus   Father Christmas  Orville Wright  St. Nicholas

7. Kwanzaa   Hanukkah   Eid Milad ul-Nabi  Thanksgiving

8. sleigh    reindeer   Auld Lang Syne  stockings

9. this    thick    that    those  

10. scoop    fly    XYZ    zipper

11. Philadelphia   Washington, D.C.         City of Brotherly Love Philly 

12. Freedom of the Press     Freedom of Religion     Freedom of Speech    Freedom of Crime
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. President-elect Donald Trump!

1. What day was Election Day in the U.S. this year? ___________________________________

2. Who is now the president-elect of the U.S.? ______________________________________

3. Who is now the vice president-elect? _________________________________________

4. Who won the popular vote? _________________________________________

5. Who won the electoral vote? _________________________________________

6. Who is the current president of the U.S.? _______________________________________

7. Who is the current First Lady of the U.S.? _______________________________________

8. Who will be First Lady starting in January, 2017? _________________________________

9. When will state electors cast the official ballots for president? _________________________

10. When will Congress count these ballots? _____________________________________

11. What is the group of the president’s top advisors called?  

 ___________________________________

12. How many jobs have to be filled in the new president’s administration? 

 ___________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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13. There is a superstition that something will happen in October that will affect the way  

 people vote in the November election. What is it called?  

 _________________________________

14. According to F.B.I. director James Comey, whose emails were found on Anthony Weiner’s 

 computer? _____________________________________________

15. On what day will the president-elect take office? __________________________________

I. President-elect Donald Trump! (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II.  Events in December

1. Whose birthday do Muslims celebrate on Eid Milad ul-Nabi? _________________________

2. The Muslim place of worship is called a ________________________.

3. Do all Muslims celebrate Eid Milad ul-Nabi?   YES   NO

4. When did the first ten amendments become part of the Constitution?  

 ___________________________________

5. Who were the two brothers who successfully flew a heavier-than-air flying machine? 

 ___________________________________________

6. When was their first successful flight? ______________________________

7. How long did that first flight stay in the air? _________________________________

8. Where in North Carolina did they fly their machine? ________________________________

9. What is another name for the beginning of winter on December 21? ____________________

10. What body of water warms the west coast during winter? ___________________________

11. What Jewish holiday begins on the evening of December 24? ________________________

12. How many days does this holiday last? ______________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Events in December (continued)

13. What does a menorah hold? ______________________________ 

14. What spinning top do Jewish children play with on Hanukkah? _______________________

15. What holiday begins on December 26? ______________________________

16. Who invented this holiday? ___________________________________

17. On what day is Christmas Eve? __________________________________

18. Who do children believe will bring them gifts on Christmas Eve? 

 ___________________________________

19. Who wrote the poem A Visit from Saint Nicholas? _________________________________

20. What white bird is a symbol of peace? ______________________________

21. Traditional religious songs of Christmas are called ________________________.

22. On what day is New Year’s Eve? ______________________________

23. In what city is the biggest New Year’s Eve party in the U.S.? ________________________

24. What traditional song do people sing at midnight on New Year’s Eve?  

 _________________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1. What are Philadelphia’s nicknames?   _____________________ and  

 __________________________________________________

2. In what year was the Declaration of Independence signed in Philadelphia? _________________

3. What other important document was written in Philadelphia in 1787? _____________________

4. Who started Philadelphia’s first hospital, public library, and post office? 

 ______________________________________

5. According to legend, who sewed the first American flag for George Washington? 

 _________________________________________

6. What famous parade happens on New Year’s Day in Philadelphia? ________________________

7. What famous bell was created in 1751? _______________________________

8. When was the last time it rang? ____________________________________________________

9. What city in China is Philadelphia’s “sister city”? _____________________________________



IV. The Bill of Rights

1. When were the first ten amendments added to the Constitution? __________________________

2. What is another name for these ten amendments? _____________________________________

3. What are five rights listed in the First Amendment? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Which amendment says that Americans have the right to carry arms (guns)? ________________

5. What do police need from a judge before they may search a person’s house? 

 ____________________________________

6. Which amendment says that a person may remain silent when police question him or her about  

 a crime? __________________________________________

7. Which amendment says that a person may not be tried twice for the same crime? 

 ______________________________________

8. What kind of trial does the Sixth Amendment guarantee? _______________________________

9. Which amendment says that a person may not be punished in cruel or unusual way? 

 _________________________________________

10. All powers that are not given to the national government by the Constitution belong to the  

 ________________________________ or to the ______________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. What Does the Color Red Mean?

Draw a line from each phrase or term to its meaning: 

 1. to see red 

 
 2. to wave a red flag 

 
 3. in the red 

 
 4. roll out the red carpet 

 
 5. red tape 

 
 6. to be red-faced 

 
 7. red-eye 

 
 8. red-letter day

9. What does the red in the American flag stand for? _____________________________________

10. What is the name of one organization that helps people who are hurt in wars or disasters? 

 __________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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a. an important day 
 
b. to treat a visitor as though he or she is  
    very important 
 
c. to owe more money than one has 
 
d. to be very angry 
 
e. rules and regulations of a business or  
   government 
 
f. an airplane flight that leaves at night    
   and arrives in the morning 
 
g. to be embarrassed

h. to get someone’s attention or make  
    someone stop



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1. Invent your own holiday. What would its purpose be? What day would it be? How would  

   you celebrate it? What activities, foods, decorations, clothes, or other traditions would you  

   like to include? 

 

2. Why do you think it’s important for the loser of a presidential election to concede and  

   to congratulate the winner? Why is it important for the current president to assist a new  

   president in the transition? 

 

3. Why do you think Wilbur and Orville Wright wanted to invent a flying machine that a  

   person could pilot? Why do you think others laughed at them? What does this teach us  

   about persistence? 

 

4. What makes a name a good name? Have you ever wanted to change your name? Why or  

   why not? If yes, what name would you like to have? Have you named a child or a pet?  

   How did you come up with the name?  

 

5. The First Amendment in the Bill of Rights says that Congress shall make no law  

   abridging (making less) the freedom of speech or the press. How does this compare with  

   laws in your home country? Are there limits on what people may say or write about? 

 

6. What rights do you have in your classroom? In your school? In your family? In your  

   community? What actions are against the rules or law in those places? Would you change  

   any of the rules or laws? Which ones, and how would you change them?



I. President-elect Donald Trump!

1. November 8
2. Donald Trump
3. Mike Pence
4. Hillary Clinton
5. Donald Trump
6. Barack Obama
7. Michelle Obama
8. Melania Trump
9. December 19
10. January 6, 2017
11. Cabinet
12. more than 4,000
13. The “October Surprise”
14. Hillary Clinton’s
15. January 20, 2017
 
II. Events in December

1. the Prophet Mohammed’s
2. mosque
3. NO
4. December 15, 1791
5. Wilbur and Orville Wright
6. December 17, 1903
7. 12 seconds
8. Kill Devil Hills, near Kitty Hawk
9. the winter solstice
10. the Pacific Ocean
11. Hanukkah
12. eight
13. candles 
14. dreidel
15. Kwanzaa
16. Dr. Maulana Karenga
17. December 24
18. Santa Claus
19. Clement Clark Moore
20. dove
21. carols
22. December 31
23. New York City
24. Auld Lang Syne
 

III. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

1. Philly and The City of Brotherly Love
2. 1776
3. The Constitution
4. Benjamin Franklin
5. Betsy Ross
6. The Mummers’ Parade
7. The Liberty Bell
8. George Washington’s birthday in 1846
9. Tianjin

IV. The Bill of Rights

1. December 15, 1791
2. The Bill of Rights
3. Freedom of speech, freedom of the press,  
   freedom of religion, the right to ask the  
   government to change laws, the right to gather  
   peacefully in groups (freedom of assembly)
4. Second Amendment
5. warrant
6. Fifth Amendment
7. Fifth Amendment
8. speedy and public trial by jury
9. Eighth Amendment
10. states or to the people

V. What Does the Color Red Mean?

1. d. to be very angry
2. h. to get someone’s attention or make someone  
   stop
3. c. to owe more money than one has
4. b. to treat a visitor as though he or she is very 
    important
5. e. rules and regulations of a business or  
   government
6. g. to be embarrassed
7. f. an airplane flight that leaves at night and  
    arrives in the morning
8. a. an important day
9. courage
10. the Red Cross

December 2016  
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