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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Climate Change: What’s Going On?

April is _______________________________ Month. It’s a month to think about our planet 

and its _______________________________. One big problem is the climate. The climate is 

______________________________. Can we _______________________________ the change? Or must we 

adapt to the changes?

Signs of climate change today

There have been very hot _______________________________ in some places, and extremely cold, 

_______________________________ winters. 

Some places have gotten more _______________________________ than in the past. 

Other places have had _______________________________ no rain. 

The Arctic is getting warmer. The ice _______________________________ at the North Pole has been 

melting. 

The growing season has gotten _______________________________. 

      
WORD BANK

stop   cap   Earth   almost  summers

snowy  problems  longer  changing  rain
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Laws About Work 

There are many laws and _______________________________ about work in the U.S. 

Who may work? 

Employers may hire only _______________________________ workers. They 

must be old _______________________________ to work legally. Children are not 

_______________________________ to do all of the same jobs that adults can. 

New workers must _______________________________ identification and fill out an Employment 

Eligibility Verification Form (I-9). 

Children under 14 may deliver _______________________________ or work as actors. 

They may do small _______________________________ around a home. Children 12 and 

_______________________________ can baby-sit. 

Children aged 14 and 15 may not work _______________________________ school hours. They may 

not work more than three hours on a _______________________________ day, eight hours on a non-

school day, or 40 hours in a non-school week.  
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WORD BANK

enough  older   school  legal   during

regulations  newspapers allowed  chores  bring



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Arbor Day  

Arbor Day is a day to _______________________________ trees, learn about trees, and plant trees. 

National Arbor Day is April 29, but states celebrate on _______________________________ days. States 

choose the best day to plant _______________________________. 

Thirty-eight states celebrate Arbor Day in March or April. Twelve _______________________________ 

have Arbor Day in other months. 

How to plant a tree

When you plant a tree, you have to _______________________________ into the future. 

How _______________________________ will the tree be in 30 years? It will need a lot of 

_______________________________ then. Don’t plant it too _______________________________ to 

other trees, a sidewalk, a house, or a wall. 

How tall will your tree _______________________________? Don’t plant the tree under telephone lines 

or electric _______________________________ lines. 
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WORD BANK

big   space  celebrate  states  grow

close   different  power  think   trees



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

April: Poetry Month

April is Poetry Month! It is a time to read poetry, learn about poetry, 

_______________________________ poetry, and love poetry. We can enjoy 

_______________________________ all year, not just in April. 

Poem vocabulary

A person who _______________________________ poems is called a poet [POH et]. A poet wants 

to express an idea, tell a _______________________________, or show a feeling with words. The 

poet chooses the words _______________________________. Sometimes a poet will repeat a word or 

_______________________________ for emphasis.

Often poets will use the same sounds at the _______________________________ of words. This is 

called a rhyme [RIME]. Many poems contain _______________________________, but some do not.

In the poem Weather, you’ll hear a _______________________________ of rhymes. The last 

_______________________________ in lines 2 and 4 rhyme (hot and not). This pattern is called ABCB.
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WORD BANK

line   writes  words  poems  pattern

memorize  end   carefully  rhymes  story



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

The Race for Delegates

The Republicans

Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, and John Kasich want to be the 

_______________________________ Party’s candidate for president. They are 

_______________________________ for delegates. The winner will _______________________________ 

1,237 delegates. This is one more than _______________________________ the number of total 

delegates to the Republican National Convention in July. 

From February 1 to March 14, 32 states and _______________________________ had their primary 

elections and caucuses. March 1 was “Super _______________________________.” Thirteen states 

had their primaries and _______________________________ on Super Tuesday. There are eight more 

Republican primaries or caucuses in March, eight in April, five in May, and five in __________________

_____________.

As of March 14, Donald _______________________________ had won 460 delegates. Ted Cruz had 

won 370 _______________________________.  
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WORD BANK

territories  caucuses  half   need   Tuesday

competing  Trump  Republican  delegates  June



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Fossil Fuels and Greenhouse Gases

Coal, oil, and gas

Plants use the _______________________________ of the sun to make their food from carbon dioxide 

(CO2) and water. Plants give _______________________________ oxygen. Humans and other animals 

_______________________________ oxygen. We breathe out _______________________________ 

dioxide. The food people and animals eat from _______________________________ are carbohydrates. 

The earth was much _______________________________ millions of years ago. There was much more 

carbon _______________________________ in the air. There were 6,000 parts per million (ppm) of CO2 

in the air at the _______________________________ of the carboniferous age. Green plants grew very 

large in this warm _______________________________. After millions of years, under pressure, the 

plants became coal and oil buried under the _______________________________. 
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WORD BANK

dioxide  plants  ground  off   carbon

breathe  energy  beginning  age   warmer



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?
Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A   B    C    D

1.   Arctic   glacier   melting   ice sheet

2.   habitat  heat wave   drought   wildfires

3. fossil fuel  coal    oil    carbon dioxide

4.  scientist  skeptic   denier    alarmist 

5. labor   chore    income   work

6.  hard hat  permit   goggles   work gloves

7.  commission  tips    time-and-a-half  Medicare

8. atmosphere  radiation   air    greenhouse gas 

9.  seder   matzoh   concert   synagogue 

10. rhythm  rhyme    meter    image

11.  caucus  delegate   convention   alliteration
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Climate Change: What’s Going On?

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2016. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

1. Where is the ice cap melting? ____________________________

2. How old is the earth? _____________________________

3. What animals once lived in Siberia? _________________________

4, When did the last ice sheet melt? ___________________________

5. How high have sea levels risen since then? _________________________

6. When there are more sunspots, does the earth receive more heat or less heat? ____________

7. What reflects the most sunlight: forests, cities, oceans, or snow? ____________

8. Years of El Niňo are usually _____________________. WARMER    COOLER

9. Name three fossil fuels. _______________________________________________________

10. When fossil fuels are burned, what gas is produced? _______________________________

11. According to the IPCC, how much has the average temperature of the earth increased since  

 1900? _____________________

12. What do IPCC scientists use to predict future temperature changes?  

 ___________________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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13. What is happening to some glaciers? __________________________

14. A person who does not believe in something is called a _________________________.

15. What gas do plants need to make food? ______________________________________

16. What gas do plants give off? _______________________________________________

17. When did the industrial revolution begin? _____________________________________

18. How thick is the earth’s atmosphere? ________________________________________

19. What is the most common gas in the atmosphere? ____________________________

20. What percent of the atmosphere is oxygen? _____________________________

21. Carbon dioxide, methane, ozone, and tiny amounts of other gases block part of the heat  

 from the sun from leaving the earth. What are they called? ________________________

22. Who made the movie “An Inconvenient Truth?” _________________________________

23. When was there a “mini ice age” because of low solar activity? ____________________

24. The Clean Power Plan would reduce what gas by 32% by the year 2030? 

 _________________________________________

I. Climate Change: What’s Going On? (continued)



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2016. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

II.  Laws About Work

1. May children work during school hours?   YES   NO

2. May children do small chores around a home? YES   NO

3. May children aged 12 and older baby-sit?   YES   NO

4. May children aged 15 work 45 hours a week?  YES   NO

5. May children aged 16 do hazardous work?  YES  NO

6. How old must a person be to work at a hazardous job?  _____________________

7. What is the minimum hourly wage in the United States? _________________________

8. Some service workers do not earn the minimum wage because they get ______________.

9. What four taxes must employers withhold from an employee’s wages?

   ___________________________________________________________________________

10. May an employer discriminate against a worker because of the worker’s race or religion?   

 YES   NO

11. May an employer require a worker to speak English if it is necessary to communicate with  

 customers?    YES  NO



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in April

1. What event happens on April 1? ___________________________________________

2. When is National Poetry Month? __________________________________________

3. What special bread do Jews eat during Passover? ______________________________

4. What is the special dinner called? __________________________________________

5. According to the story, who led the Jews out of Egypt? ________________________

6. What was on the two large stone tablets that he brought down from the mountain top?

 ____________________________________________________

7. What is the deadline for people to pay their income taxes this year? ___________________

8. Where is the National Cherry Blossom Festival? _________________________________

9. What is another name for Administrative Professionals Day? _____________________

10. When is Earth Day? __________________________________________

11. What day do many people plant trees? _____________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Poetry Month

1. What do you call a person who writes poetry? _____________________________

2. Circle the pairs of words that rhyme:

 a.  sea     me b. house   mouse  c.  pain  pair  d. to     go

 e. two    blue         f.  line    lane  g.  night      light  h. gave    have

3. What poetic device does the poet use in this line?

 No washing would we have to do.  _____________________________________

4. How many syllables do you stress when you read these lines?

 a. Whether the weather is hot    ___________

 b. We’ll weather the weather whatever the weather  ____________

 c. Whether we like it or not.  _____________

5. In question number 4, which two words sound alike, but have different meanings?  

 _____________________ and ____________________.



V. The Race for Delegates

1. How many Republican primary elections will there be in these months: 

 a.  In April?  ____________ b. In May? ____________ c. In June? _____________

2. In what month will the Republican National Convention be? __________________

3. How many delegates will a Republican candidate need to be the nominee of the Republican  

 Party? _____________________________

4. In what month will the Democratic National convention be? __________________

5. How many delegates will a Democratic candidate need to be the nominee of the Democratic  

 party? ______________________________

6. What kind of delegate is free to vote for any candidate at the national convention?    

 ___________________________________________________ 

7. Who are the Republican candidates still in the race (as of March 14)? _____________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________________

8. Which Republican candidate was in the lead, as of March 14? ___________________________

9. Who are the Democratic candidates? ___________________________________________

10. Which Democratic candidate was in the lead, as of March 14? __________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Critical-Thinking and Creative-Thinking Questions

A. Choose questions to discuss in a small group or with the class. 

1.  Interview older people to ask what changes they have noticed in the climate in their 

lifetimes. Write to your friends or family in your home country to ask how the climate has 

changed there in the past 50 years. Report to the class.

2. At weatherunderground/(your city).com, print out the 10-day forecast of weather, 

temperature, wind speed, highs and lows, and precipitation. Then each day, write what the 

weather actually was. Was the forecast accurate? If not, why do you think it wasn’t?

Now, make your own 10-day forecast for the weather in your area. Tell the temperature 

highs and lows for each day. Tell the wind speed you expect. Tell which days will be sunny, 

cloudy, rainy, or snowing. Each day, write what actually happened. At the end of ten days, 

compare your forecast with the reality. 

3. What are some ways that a computer might make a wrong prediction about the future of 

temperature?

4. What is science? When is science “settled?”

5. Think about the feelings you have in spring. Write a poem about the changes in spring 

and the feelings you have. It doesn’t have to rhyme. Work on the poem until it has the “best 

words.” Use alliteration. Read your poem to the class. 

6. Download the chart of delegates for the two political parties at Elizabethclaire.com/

collections/free-stuff. Fill in the number of delegates that each candidate wins in the April, 

May, and June primaries. Which candidates have gotten a majority of delegates? What will 

happen if no one has a majority of their party’s delegates? 



I. Climate Change: What’s Going On?

1. in the Arctic
2. 4.6 billion years
3. mammoths
4. 12,000 years ago
5. 390 feet
6. more heat
7. snow
8. warmer
9. coal, oil, gas
10. carbon dioxide
11. 0.61 degrees Celsius
12. computer models
13. melting
14. skeptic
15. carbon dioxide
16. oxygen
17. 1820
18. 430 miles
19. nitrogen
20. 21 percent
21. greenhouse gases
22. Al Gore
23. 1645 to 1715
24. carbon dioxide

II. Laws About Work

1. NO
2. YES
3. YES
4. NO
5. NO
6. 18
7. $7.25
8. tips
9. federal income taxes, state income taxes, Medicare,  
    and Social Security taxes
10. NO
11. YES

III. Events in April

1. April Fool’s Day
2. April
3. matzoh
4. a seder
5. Moses
6. the Ten Commandments
7. April 18
8. Washington, D.C.
9. Office Workers’ Day
10. April 22
11. Arbor Day/April 29

IV. Poetry Month

1. a poet
2. a, b, e, g
3. alliteration
4. a. 3
    b. 4
    c. 3
5. weather/whether

V. The Race for Delegates

1. a. 8
    b. 5
    c. 5
2. July
3. 1,237
4. July
5. 2,382
6. superdelegate
7. Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, John 
    Kasich
8. Donald Trump
9. Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders
10. Hillary Clinton

April 2016  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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