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To the Teacher
 
Thank you for downloading the free supplementary 
tests for Easy English NEWS. I hope these will save 
you many hours of work each month and will help 
expand your students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and 
retention of important information.

Each month’s Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests 
will be posted at the website by the first of the month, 
if not earlier. Many of the tests are useful with or 
without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests. Experiment 
to see the methods that work best for your classes. 
Some techniques will be better for students with less 
command of English, and others appropriate for those 
with greater fluency. You can alternate the ways you 
use them to provide more variety in lessons.

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

• The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. The exercises are taken directly 
from articles in the paper so students can check their 
own or others’ work by referring back to the articles.  

• If you assign a cloze exercise before reading the 
article, it serves as an introduction to reading the full 
article. Use this with students with better reading 
ability. 

•  To increase the challenge, cut off the word bank at 
the bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze 
exercises. Students can work individually, or in pairs 
or small groups. They can use their newspapers or not. 

• As a spelling test (and listening exercise): Dictate the 
sentences including the missing word for the students 
to write in.

• As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection, filling in the missing words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Vocabulary, logic, and discussion practice. Students 
read the four words in each row, and decide how three 
of the words go together and one does not. There is 
not necessarily one firm answer to this activity. 

• Have students circle their choices, and then discuss 
them. Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

• Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. 

• Teach the patterns: 
A, B, and D are all ______s.  
C is not a _____.  
Or:  B, C, and D are all kinds of ______. A is not. 
Or: You can find A, B, and C in a ________.  And so 
forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

These tests focus on fact-gathering. 

• You may give these tests as pre-tests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post-tests to see what they have learned.

• After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud in class and give the answers orally. 

• You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests.”
 
• Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. 

• Students can use the Answer Page to correct their 
own or others’ answers.

• You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Here Come the Drones!

A drone is a ___________________________ robot. It’s also called a UAV (unmanned aerial 

___________________________).  

Drones are quickly ___________________________ the world we live in. Many 

___________________________ are developing or buying drones.

Drones have many uses. ___________________________ can use drones to count livestock, and herd 

___________________________. They can see how their crops are ___________________________, 

and where a field needs ___________________________. 

Drones help news ___________________________. Photographers can take aerial videos 

and photos of events. Drones can quickly show the damage caused by a flood, traffic 

___________________________, or earthquake. Movie directors use drones to film a scene from the 

air. 

      
WORD BANK

vehicle accident  growing  changing  sheep

flying		 countries	 	 farmers	 	 reporters	 	 water

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS May 2015. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Trouble with Gangs

A gang can be a group of ___________________________ who do things together. It’s 

fun and safe for ___________________________ people to go to the movies, school 
 
events, or to the beach in a group. 

However some youth gangs are not so safe. They do ___________________________ 

things for excitement. They use drugs ___________________________. They may sell 

drugs. They commit crimes together to get ___________________________. 

Gangs may fight with other gangs over territory, property, or drugs. 

Gangs can be anywhere. There are gangs in any kind of _________________________. 

They can be in low-income or ___________________________ communities. There are 
 
Latino gangs, Asian gangs, Russian gangs, black gangs, white gangs, and mixed gangs. 

There are boys’ gangs, girls’ gangs, and gangs with ___________________________ 

boys and girls. Parents and ___________________________ may not know about the 

___________________________ in their communities. 

     WORD BANK
neighborhood		 both	 	 teachers	 	 gangs	 	 friends	 	

dangerous	 	 together	 young	 	 money	 	 high-income
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

McFarland, USA
 

McFarland, USA is based on a ___________________________ story: how Chicano boys in a 

very poor town became California state cross country ___________________________.

The movie takes place in 1987. Jim White (played by Kevin Costner) is a football 

___________________________. He has lost his coaching job. Not once, not twice, but 

___________________________ times. 

He cannot get a new job easily. The only place that will ___________________________ 

him is a ___________________________ in a little town called McFarland. It’s one of the 

___________________________ towns in California. 

Most of the people in McFarland are Chicano. The town looks shabby. White’s 

___________________________ doesn’t want to stay. However, they have no other place to go. 

White starts as a teacher and the ___________________________ football coach. The football 

team has not won a ___________________________ in years.

     WORD BANK
champions		 assistant	 	 game		 true	 	 three

school	 	 poorest	 	 coach	 family	 hire
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Albuquerque is the largest and fastest-growing ___________________________ in New Mexico. 

More than a half ___________________________ people live there. It’s a popular place for 

___________________________. 

Albuquerque has a very long ___________________________. Native Americans lived 

in this area for ___________________________ of years. They made their homes from 

clay ___________________________ called adobe. Six miles west of Albuquerque is the 

___________________________ of Acoma. People have lived continuously in this town for more than 

800 years. That’s ___________________________ than people have lived in any other place in the 

United States.

There are many museums in Albuquerque. You can see the art and beautiful 

___________________________ made by the Navajo people. Many of these 

___________________________ are in “Old Town,” the older part of Albuquerque.

     WORD BANK
jewelry	 bricks	 	 longer	 	 pueblo	 	 hundreds

city	 	 vacations	 	 million	 	 museums	 	 history
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
How Did the U.S. “Go Dry?”

People formed organizations to ask the government for laws against ___________________________. 

The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and the Anti-Saloon ___________________________ 

became powerful and well-organized. 

At ___________________________, small towns passed prohibition laws. Then some 

___________________________ had prohibition laws.  

Finally, on January 16, 1919, the U.S. passed the 18th ___________________________ to the 

Constitution. Starting in 1920, it became ___________________________ to make, sell, or transport 

intoxicating ___________________________ any place in the U.S. Prohibition became “the law of the 

___________________________.” 

Speakeasies

At first, there was ___________________________ drinking. Saloons _________________________. 

But soon, new types of drinking places opened. 

     WORD BANK
less	 	 League	 	 first	 	 Amendment	 	 closed

states illegal   land  beverages   alcohol
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Some Laws for Small Drones

• Drones must stay below __________ feet. 

• Drones must stay __________miles or more away from any ___________________________. 

• The person operating the drone must ___________________________ be able to see it. 

• A drone may fly over open areas; it may not fly over ___________________________ and 
homes.  

• Businesses may fly drones only during ___________________________ hours. 

• Drones may not fly faster than __________ miles per hour. 

• Drones may not be used to film people in their yards or homes without their _______________. 

• Drones may not _____________________ near or over power stations, water treatment 
facilities, prisons, roadways, or government buildings. 

• Drones are not ___________________________ in urban areas. 

     WORD BANK
people	 daylight	 	 allowed	 	 fly	 	 	 always

5  100   400   permission  airport
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Cinco de Mayo

 Cinco de Mayo (the ___________________________ of May) is an important 

___________________________ for Mexican Americans. It celebrates a day of 

___________________________ and victory in Mexico.

In 1862, the Mexican army stopped the ___________________________ of 

Napoleon III of France. There was a long battle in the town of Puebla. Four thousand 

Mexican ___________________________ kept Mexico free. They defeated the 

___________________________ army that was twice as large.

In Mexico and in the ___________________________ part of the United States, people 

celebrate Cinco de Mayo with parades, street fairs, and festivals with music, dancing, 

food, and lots of ___________________________. There are fireworks and make-believe 

___________________________. Schools have special programs to learn about Mexican culture and 

___________________________.

     WORD BANK
southwestern	 invasion	 	 holiday	 courage	 	 soldiers

French	 	 history	 	 battles	 fifth	 	 	 fun
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C   D

1.   crops   livestock    damage  sheep

2.  UAV   FAA     drone   territory

3. use drugs  commit crimes   fight   run races

4.  radar   tattoos on face   color of clothes hand signals  

5.  sports   criminals    Boys clubs  adult mentors

6.  India   Mexico    Japan   China 

7.  yoga   calligraphy    tai chi   May Day

8.  derby   race     horses  youth

9.  brush   wash     comb   cook

10. gambling  smuggling    dancing  drinking  

11.  McFarland  cross country   state champions federal court 

12. meet   track     almonds  coach   
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Here Come the Drones
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1. What is another word for UAV? _________________________________

2. Who uses drones to do these activities? Choose from this list: real estate agents, drug 

dealers, the military, farmers, movie directors, police departments, news reporters. 

a) herd sheep? _________________ b) film a scene from the air? ________________________  

c) see views of land they are buying or selling? _________________________ d) count 

people in a large crowd? _______________________ e) monitor people doing illegal acts? 

______________________ f) smuggle illegal drugs? __________________________ g) kill 

terrorists? _________________________________

3. What U.S. agency makes laws about planes and drones? _____________________________

________________________________________

4. What is the highest that hobby drones may legally fly? _______________________

5. How far from an airport may drones fly? ___________________________________

6. May a drone fly in urban areas, over people and homes?   YES    NO

7. What is the speed limit for hobby drones? _____________________

8. Do small drones appear on radar?    YES   NO 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Events in May

1. On what day is May Day? ____________________

2. What do the French words, m’aider mean? _________________________

3. In other parts of the world, who is honored on May Day? _________________________

4. How many Asian Americans and Pacific Island Americans live in the United States?

 ______________________________________

5. In what year was a law passed that said a person from China may not immigrate to the   

 United States? __________________________

6. In what year did the law allow Asians to immigrate to the U.S.? ___________________

7. What teacher had a great influence on Asian culture? _____________________________

8. When did he live? _____________________________

9. Which group in the U.S. has the highest level of education? _______________________

10. From what country did Americans learn yoga?______________________________

11. Of what state is Bobby Jindal the governor? ________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II. Events in May (continued)

12. Who was the first Asian woman elected to the Senate? _____________________________

13. From what state was she elected? ____________________________

14. How many members of Congress are:

a. Japanese Americans _____ b. Chinese Americans ____ c. Indian Americans _______ 

d. Philippino Americans ____ e. Thai Americans _______ f. Samoan American? _______

15. What is the fastest two minutes in sports? _____________________________________

16. On what day will that event be? ________________________________________

17. What does Cinco de Mayo mean? ____________________________________

18. In what year did the Mexican army stop the invasion of Napoleon III of France?    

 ___________________

19. What parent do Americans honor on the second Sunday of May? ____________________

20. When is Armed Forces Day? _____________________________

21. Who must register with Selective Service? _____________________________ 

22. When is Memorial Day? ___________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS May 2015. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

23. When was America’s War of Independence? _____________________

24. What country did the U.S. fight in the War of 1812? ____________________________

25. What country was the U.S. at war with from 1846 to 1848? _______________________

26. When was the American Civil War? ________________________________

27. When were these wars: a. Spanish American War? _______________

b. World War I? __________________  c. World War II? _______________________

d. Korean Conflict? _______________ e. War in Vietnam? ___________________

f. War in Afghanistan? ____________ g. War in Iraq? __________________________

h. Global war on Terror? _____________________

II. Events in May (continued)



III. Albuquerque, New Mexico

1. How many people live in Albuquerque, New Mexico? ___________________________

2. What is another word for clay bricks? __________________________

3. What pueblo is six miles west of Albuquerque? ________________________

4. What mountains are near Albuquerque? ____________________________

5. What river is near Albuquerque? ______________________________

6. What kinds of drawings can people see in the Rio Grand Nature Center State Park? ______

_____________________________

7. Who made these drawings? ___________________________________  and ____________

_________________________

8. What unusual sport do people enjoy in Albuquerque? _____________________________

9. How many visitors come to Albuquerque in October? ____________________________

10. When is the best time to visit Albuquerque? __________________________________

11. What historic road goes from Chicago to Californa through Albuquerque? _____________

_________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Heroes and  History: Prohibition

1. Name six alcoholic drinks ________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________

2. What were two organizations that pressed the government for laws against alcohol?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. What amendment started Prohibition? ______________________________

4. When was that? ________________________

5. After saloons were closed, where did people go to drink? ______________________

6. Did Americans drink more alcohol or less alcohol during Prohibition? _____________

7. When did Prohibition end? ______________________________________

8. What was the amendment that ended Prohibition? __________________________



 I. Here Come the Drones!

1. drone
2. a) farmers      b) movie directors
    c) real estate agents     d) news reporters
    e) police departments  f) drug dealers
    g) military
3. Federal Aviation Agency
4. 400 feet
5. five miles
6. NO
7. 100 miles per hour
8. NO

II. Events in May

1. May 1
2. help me
3. workers
4. 18.9 million
5. 1882
6. 1965
7. Confucious
8. 551-479 BC
9. Asian Americans
10. India
11. Louisiana
12. Mazie Hirono
13. Hawaii
14. a)  5 b) 4  c) 1
      d) 1  e) 1  f) 1
15. the Kentucky Derby
16. May 7
17. May 5
18. 1862
19. mothers
20. May 16
21. all young men aged 18 to 25

22. last Monday of May
23. 1776-1781
24. Great Britain (England)
25. Mexico
26. 1861-1865
27. a) 1898  b)  1917-1918
      c) 1941-1945   d) 1950-1953
      e) 1964-1975   f) 2001-2015
      g) 2003-2011     h) 2001-present

III. Albuquerque, New Mexico

1. a half million
2. adobe
3. Acoma
4. Sandia
5. Rio Grande
6. petroglyphs
7. early Indian and Spanish artists
8. hot-air ballooning
9. 100,000
10. September to November
11. Route 66 

IV. Prohibition

1.  beer, wine, whiskey, rum, brandy, gin
2. 1920
3. Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and the  
     Anti-Saloon League
4. 18th
5. speakeasies
6. more
7. 1933
8. 21st amendment
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