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To the Teacher

The supplementary tests for Easy English NEWS for 
September 2014 to June 2015 are included with your 
subscription to our monthly newspaper. I’m hoping 
it will save you many hours of work each month 
and will help expand your students’ reading skills, 
vocabulary, and retention of important information.

These supplementary tests will be posted at my 
website as they are available, a few days after we 
complete the current issue of the newspaper. Many 
of the tests are useful with or without Easy English 
NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use these tests.  
Experiment to see which methods work best for your 
classes, or you can alternate ways you use them to 
provide more variety in lessons. Some techniques will 
be better for students with less command of English, 
and others appropriate for those with greater fluency. 

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. They are taken directly from 
articles in the paper so students can check their own 
or others’ work by referring back to the article. (Note: 
Most of the exercises come from the beginning 
paragraphs of the article, but some are from a later 
part of an article.  If you assign a cloze exercise 
before reading the article, it serves as an introduction 
to reading the full article. Use this approach with 
students with better reading ability. 

For advanced students: Cover up the word box at the 
bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze exer-
cises. This is a greater challenge. Students can work 
individually, or in pairs or small groups.

As a spelling test: Dictate the sentences including the 
missing word for the students to write in.

As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection for writing practice, filling in the missing 
words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Students read the four words in each row, and decide 
how three of the words go together while one word 
does not fit in the category. There may be more 
than one way to look at categories, so there are not 
necessarily one and only one correct answer. Don’t 
use it as a written test. It’s best to have students circle 
their choices, and then discuss them in class. Students 
should be able to give their reasons for choosing a 
word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason makes 
their answer correct. 

Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. Teach the pattern: A, B, and 
D are all ______s.  C is not a _____.  Or,  B, C, and D 
are all kinds of ______. A is not. Or, You can find A, 
B, and C in a ________.  And so forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

You may give these tests as pretests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
posttests.

After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud and give the answers orally. 

You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) test”  after reading the article in class or 
for homework. 

Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. Students can 
use the  Answer Page to correct their own or another’s 
answers.

You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Children at the Border

In the past 9 months, more than sixty ________________________ children have crossed the border 

between ________________________ and the United States. More children will be coming soon.

Most of these children are from Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador. Many of these young people 

traveled 3,000 ________________________ hanging onto trains for 15 days. It was a very dangerous 

________________________. Some children fell off the ________________________. Some died on 

the way.

Some ________________________ came with their young children. Criminals robbed, hurt, and 

abused many of the children on the way. Some parents paid thousands of ________________________ 

to “coyotes” to bring their children across the border. 

The children and mothers entered the United States illegally. Most ________________________ 

in Texas. They ________________________ to the Border Patrol. They asked for 

________________________ in the United States. 

     WORD BANK
mothers thousand  arrived  asylum  Mexico  

train  miles   trip   dollars  went



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS, September 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages 
for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved. www.elizabethclaire.com

Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

What Comes After High School?

The last year of high school is a ________________________ time for students. They have decisions 

to make. Should they get a job? Should they ________________________ their education after they 

________________________ high school?

A high-school diploma is important. Colleges, the military, and many training programs 

________________________ a high school ________________________. 

Some ________________________ drop out of high school. However, there is 

________________________ way to get a high school diploma. Students can take a General Education 

Development (GED) ________________________. Many colleges ________________________ the 

GED as ________________________ to a high school diploma.

     WORD BANK
busy  diploma  graduate  require  another

test  equal   continue  students  accept
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

September

The month of September is a new ________________________ for many people. It’s a very busy 

month. Many ________________________ have ended. 

Teachers and students ________________________ to school in August or September. 

September is ________________________ time for many farm crops. It’s apple-picking 

________________________ in many northern states. Families and school groups go to apple 

________________________. They can pick their own apples. They take home fresh apples to eat and 

to make into ________________________, cakes, and apple sauce.

________________________ begins on September 23. Another name for autumn is fall.

In autumn, ________________________ on many kinds of trees start to turn yellow, orange, and red. 

In the northern ________________________, people take trips to the countryside to see these beautiful 

fall colors.

     WORD BANK

autumn  leaves   orchards  pies   states

beginning  return  harvest  vacations   time
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
What Is Ebola?

Ebola is a deadly ________________________. It has infected thousands of people in the West 

African countries of Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, and ________________________. 

The ebola virus prevents a person’s body from making ________________________ to fight against 

the disease. Sixty to seventy ________________________ of the people with ebola have died. 

There is no ________________________ yet for ebola. There is no vaccine 

________________________ it yet. The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared an 

international health ________________________. 

Ebola spreads through very close ________________________ with a person who is infected. It 

does not ________________________ through the air. Most of the people who got ebola were family 

________________________ of ebola patients, or health care workers who took care of them. 

     WORD BANK
members   Nigeria  contact   virus   percent 

cure   emergency  against  antibodies         spread 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Writing the Constitution of the United States

The 13 British colonies worked together to fight for independence from Great Britain (1776-1783). 

They had an agreement called the ________________________ of Confederation. After the war, the 

new independent ________________________ had many problems. The Articles of Confederation 

did not have ways to handle  these ________________________. Each state printed its own 

________________________. Trade between states was very ________________________. There was 

no ________________________ and no court system. A ________________________ country could 

easily defeat the states one at a time if they didn’t stay ________________________.

The Constitutional Convention

In May, 1787, twelve of the thirteen new states sent ________________________ to a convention in 

Philadelphia. (Rhode Island did not send any delegates.) The 55 delegates chose George Washington to 

be the president of the ________________________. 

     WORD BANK
money  foreign  Articles  together  problems 

states	 	 convention		 difficult	 	 president	 								delegates
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Hurricane Season

The Atlantic hurricane season 

Hurricane ________________________ begins June 1 and ends November 30. The most 

________________________ times for hurricanes are late August through September. 

When the ________________________ speed is between 39 and 73 miles per hour, meteorologists 

call it a ________________________ storm. When the winds are  74 miles per hour or 

________________________, it’s a hurricane.

Who is in danger?

Millions of people along the East Coast, the Gulf Coast, the Caribbean Islands, and Mexico live in the 

________________________ of hurricanes. It’s important to know the ________________________ 

and how to prepare. People who live in these ________________________ must listen 

to the ________________________ news during hurricane season. They need a family 

________________________ when a hurricane is forecast for their area. They may have to evacuate 

when a hurricane comes. 
     WORD BANK
tropical  active  wind  more   season 

dangers  areas   plan  path   weather 
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

September 2014: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B      C       D

1. Guatemala  El Salvador   Canada  Honduras

2. refugee   crisis    asylum  danger  

3.  judge   patrol    hearing  court   

4. grant   loan    scholaraship diploma

5. career   trade    college  job   

6.  New York   Florida   New Mexico Arizona  

7. Day of Atonement Rosh Hashana  Yom Kippur Labor Day

8. subject   sentence   object  verb   

9.  ebola   tuberculosis  chicken pox lice

10. legislative  delegate   judicial  executive  

11. James Madison Benjamin Franklin Pell Grant  George Washington 

12. president  monarch   king   queen
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Children at the Border

1.  How many children have crossed the border between the U.S. and Mexico in the past nine   

 months? ________________________

2. What countries are the children from?  ________________________

3. Did the children and mothers enter the U.S. legally or illegally? ______________________

4. What did they hope to get in the United States?   _______________________

5. Are there enough judges to handle this large number of immigrants? YES   NO

6. How much money did President Obama ask Congress for to help in the border crisis?

 ______________________.

Match the government agency with the activity they are doing for the border children:

____  7. sets up special areas to hold the large numbers of immigrants

____  8. sends nurses and doctors to treat sick children at the border

____  9. supplies food, cots, and washrooms in military bases

____  10. fingerprints the refugees and tells them when to come back for a court hearing

  a) Federal Emergency Management Agency   
  b) Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agents
  c) Department of Health and Human Services 
   d) Department of Homeland Security
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

II. What Comes After High School?

1. What document do colleges, the military, and many training programs require from   

 applicants?  _______________________

2. What document is accepted as equal to a high school diploma?  ____________________

3. What are two special exams that high school students may take to get into college?    

 __________________ or ___________________________

4. What is the name of the form to apply for financial aid? _________________________

5. What is the name of the grant that the U.S. government gives to help low-income students   

 pay for higher education? ___________________________

6. Do students have to pay back a grant or scholarship? YES   NO 

7. Do you have to go to college to get a good job in construction, cooking, welding, auto   

 repair, or computer programing? YES   NO

8. In a school, what person has information about colleges and jobs? 

 ___________________________________



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS, September 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages 
for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved. www.elizabethclaire.com

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in September

1. What holiday is the first Monday in September? ______________________________

2. On what day does Autumn begin this year? ______________________________

3. When is National Hispanic-Heritage Month? ________________________

4. Who do people honor on September 7 this year? ________________________________

5. What special day makes people remember the events of September 11, 2001?     

 ________________________________

6. Who hijacked four American planes on that day and used the planes to attack the United   

 States? ______________________________________________

7. How many Hispanic Americans live in the United States? ________________________

8. What part of the present-day United States was once part of New Spain? _______________  

 _______________________________

9. In what year did that land become part of Mexico? ___________________________

10. In what year did that land become part of the United States? _____________________

11. Which eastern state was once a Spanish colony? _____________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

12. What island once belonged to Spain but is now a commonwealth with the United States?   

 ____________________________________

13. When does Rosh Hashana begin? ____________________________

14. How long does this holiday last? _________________________________

15. What do Jews believe “gets opened on Rosh Hashana?” ___________________________

16. On what day will it be closed? ____________________________________

17. What might Jews say to each other on their new year? _____________________________

18. What is another name for the Day of Atonement? _______________________________

19. Where do many Jews go on this day? _______________________________

20. What day is Constitution Day? _____________________________

21. After how many years can legal immigrants become citizens? __________________

22. An immigrant pass three tests in order to become a citizen. What are they?     

 ________________  _______________________and _______________________

23. Can an immigrant who has committed a serious crime become a citizen? YES    NO

III. Events in September (continued)
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IV. This Is Your Page

1. What three little words did Norma learn when she was locked out of a room?

 _________________________________________________________

2. What game did Ling Guo play with her husband the day before Christmas?     

 ________________

3. Were they lucky or unlucky at the game? ______________________________

4. What do you have to do if a police car with blinking lights is behind you? ___________

5. What English words did Nongkhane Doo’s name sound like? _______________________

6. What does that mean? ___________________________________________________

7. What does a waiter get for good service after a person eats in a restaurant?     

 _________________

8. What color was the cab that Bedros Yildiz drove in New York City? ______________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V.  Active and Passive Sentences

1. What is the subject of this sentence: The dog ate the bone. _____________________ 

2. What is the action word? _____________________________ 

3. What is the object? ______________________________

4. What is the subject of this sentence: The Constitution was signed by 39 delegates. _______  

 _________________________

5. What are the action words? ___________________________

6. Who are the agents who did the action? _________________________________

7. In a passive sentence, the person who does the action is the most important part of the   

 sentence.   TRUE  FALSE

8. Write this sentence in the active voice:  The cookie was eaten by the little boy.

 ________________________________________________________________

9. Write this sentence in the passive voice: Jack kissed Maria. 

 _______________________________________________________

10. In the sentence Mistakes were made, we can tell who made the mistakes. YES  NO
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI.  Writing the Constitution of the United States

1. From what country did thirteen colonies get their independence in 1783?     

 ___________________________________

2. What was the name of the agreement that held them together? _______________________

3. When did the Constitutional Convention meet? From _________________ to ____________

4. How many delegates came to the convention? _______________________

5. What new state did not send any delegates? _______________________________

6. Whose power has been unreasonable? _____________________________________

7. What name is given to the delegates who wrote the Constitution? _____________________  

 ___________________________

8. Did the delegates agree to have a monarchy or a republic? _________________________

9. How many branches of government did they create? ______________________________

10. What would be the highest court? _________________________________________

11. How old did they say the president must be? At least ____________________________

12. Could an immigrant to the United States become president?   YES    NO



©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS, September 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy these pages 
for use with their own classes. All other rights reserved. www.elizabethclaire.com

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V.  Writing the Constitution of the United States, (continued)

13. How long is a president’s term? ______________________

14. How long is a representative’s term? ________________________

15. How long is a senator’s term? __________________________

16. What are the two parts of the legislative branch of government? ___________________

 ____________________________________________ and _______________________

17. How would slaves be counted for representation? _________________________

18. By what year must people stop bringing in slaves from Africa?  _____________________

19. How many delegates signed the Constitution? _________________________

20. How many states had to ratify the Constitution to make it be the law of the land? __________

21. Which state was the first to ratify it? ______________________

22. Which two states did not ratify the Constitution at first? _____________________________ 

 and _________________________

23. Those states signed the Constitution after it had ten amendments called the ______ ________

______________________________. 
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I. Children at the Border 

1. 60,000
2. El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras.
3. illegally
4. asylum
5. NO
6. $3.7 billion
7. c
8. d
9. a
10. b

II. What Comes After High School?

1. a high school diploma
2. GED
3. SAT and ACT
4. FAFSA
5. Pell Grant
6. NO
7. NO
8. the guidance counselor

III. Events in September

1. Labor Day
2. September 22
3. September 15 to October 15 
4. Grandparents
5. Patriot Day
6. Terrorists/Muslim extremists
7. 52,000,000
8. South West
9. 1810
10. 1848
11. Florida
12. Puerto Rico
13. the evening of September 24
14. two days
15. The Book of Life
16. Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)
17. Gud Yantif
18. Yom Kippur
19. synagogue
20. September 17
21. five
22. English, American history, U.S. government
23. NO

IV. This Is Your Page

1. help, key, laundry
2. Bingo
3. lucky
4. stop
5. no can do
6. I can’t do it.
7. a tip
8. yellow

V.  Active and Passive Sentences

1. The dog
2. ate
3. the bone
4. The Constitution
5. was signed
6. 39 delegates
7. FALSE
8. The little boy ate the cookie.
9. Maria was kissed by Jack.
10. NO

VI. Writing the Constitution

1. Great Britain
2. Articles of Confederation
3. May, 1787 to September, 1787
4. 55
5. Rhode Island
6. King George III of Great Britain
7. Founding Fathers
8. a republic
9. three
10. the Supreme Court
11. 35 years old
12. NO
13. four years
14. two years
15. six years
16. House of Representatives and the Senate
17. 3/5 of all the slaves would be counted
18. 1808
19. 39
20. nine
21. Delaware
22. Rhode Island and North Carolina
23. Bill of Rights

September 2014  
Answers to Easy English NEWS 

Short-Answer Tests


