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TO THE TEACHER

Thank you for purchasing the supplementary tests for 
Easy English  NEWS for September 2014 to June 
2014. I’m hoping it will save you many hours of 
work each month and will help expand your students’ 
reading skills, vocabulary, and retention of important 
information.

You can get each month’s edition of tests by going to 
the website, logging in to your account, and finding 
the current test for the month by the first of the month. 
If you start your subscription to Easy English NEWS 
later in the year, or end your subscription before June, 
you can still get the full year’s supply of tests ... many 
are useful with or without Easy English NEWS. 

There are dozens of ways to use the tests included 
in this supplementary packet.  Experiment to see 
which methods work best for your classes, or you can 
alternate ways you use them to provide more variety 
in lessons. Some techniques will be better for students 
with less command of English, and others appropriate 
for those with greater fluency. 

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. They are taken directly from 
articles in the paper so students can check their own 
or others’ work by referring back to the article.  If you 
assign a cloze exercise before reading the article, it 
serves as an introduction to reading the full article. 
Use this with students with better reading ability. 

For advanced students: Cover up the word box at the 
bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze exer-
cises. Students can work individually, or in pairs or 
small groups.

As a spelling test: Dictate the sentences including the 
missing word for the students to write in.

As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection for writing practice, filling in the missing 
words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG? 

Students think about the four words in each row, and 
decide how three of the words go together while a 
fourth one does not fit in the category. The answers 
to this are not necessarily firm, so it shouldn’t be 
regarded as a written test. It’s best to have students 
circle their choices, and then discuss them in class. 
Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. Teach the pattern: A, B, and 
D are all ______.  C is not a _____.  Or,  B, C, and D 
are all kinds of ______. A is not. Or, you can find A, 
B, and C in a ________.  And so forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS

You may give these tests as pretests to learn what 
students already know about the topic and again as 
post tests.

After reading the article, students can read the 
questions aloud and give the answers orally. 

You can let the students do the tests as “open book 
(newspaper) tests”  after reading the article in class or 
for homework. 

Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers after having read the article. Students can 
use the  Answer Page to correct their own or others’ 
answers.

You can give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

 
Ebola in the U.S.

There is no ____________________ of an ebola epidemic in the United States, said Doctor Thomas 

Friedman, the head of the Centers for ____________________ Control (CDC). He explained: 

____________________ does not travel in the air. It is ____________________ only by touching a 

sick person’s body ____________________. Ebola is not ____________________ until a person has 

symptoms. 

The way to fight ebola is: ____________________ the patients. Quarantine people who had close 

____________________. Monitor others who may have had contact. 

An American doctor and a health ____________________ were working with sick people  in Liberia. 

They became ill with ebola. Special planes brought them to a ____________________ in the U.S. in 

September. 

      
WORD BANK

disease	 fluids		 danger	 	 hospital	 	 worker

isolate	 ebola		 fluids		 	 contact	 	 contagious
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Who Makes the Laws?
Levels of Government

There are ____________________ levels of government in the United States: 

 
 • federal (national)

 • ____________________
 • county (in most states)
 • local  (town or city)

People ____________________ legislators and an executive for each of these governments. The 

____________________ make the laws. 

Federal laws are for the whole country. For example, laws about ____________________ are federal 

laws. So are many laws about terrorism,  income ____________________, airlines, the military, drugs, 

and clean ____________________. 

The ____________________ of the United States tells how the national government can make 

laws. Congress makes ____________________ laws. There are two “houses” of Congress: the 

____________________ of Representatives, and the Senate.

     WORD BANK
House	 	 air	 	 Congress	 	 immigration	 	 four	

state	 	 	 elect	 	 legislators			 Constitution	 	 tax	
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Thanksgiving

The fourth ____________________ of November is Thanksgiving. (This year it is November 

27.) This is a national ____________________ to give thanks for all the things we have: family, 

____________________, country, freedom, education, home, food, and the kindness of others.

The “____________________ Thanksgiving” was in 1621. Fifty-three Pilgrims from 

____________________ had survived their first winter in America. They invited their 

____________________ friends to a feast. The Pilgrims gave thanks for their lives and for the food they 

had grown for the ____________________. They gave ____________________ for the help that they got 

from the Indians.

American ____________________ like to be together on Thanksgiving. Airports, trains, and roads are 

very ____________________ on the days before and after Thanksgiving. People in some communities or 

churches have Thanksgiving dinner together. Many volunteers prepare Thanksgiving dinner for homeless 

people and other poor people. That way, everyone in the country can enjoy Thanksgiving.

     WORD BANK
first	 	 England	 	 holiday	 	 Thursday	 	 Indian

winter	 crowded	 	 families	 	 health	 	 thanks



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Okefenokee Swamp

The Okefenokee [OH kee fuh NOH kee] National Wildlife ____________________ is a very special 

place. Part of Okefenokee is in southern ____________________. Part is in northern Florida. The 

refuge has 402,000 ____________________ of forest, marsh, swamp, ____________________, and 

islands. Many kinds of animals live there. There are deer, bears, alligators, snakes, turtles, frogs, and 

lizards. There are than 200 kinds of ____________________, and many insects. There are many kinds 

of trees and plants, too. 

The name Okefenokee comes from an Indian ____________________. It means “trembling earth.” 

The land moves under your ____________________ when you walk there. Visitors come to fish, 

hunt, take photographs, and to see many ____________________ things. There are boardwalks so 

____________________ can walk through the swamp safely.
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     WORD BANK
Georgia	 	 feet	 	 Refuge	 	 acres		 	 amazing

word	 	 	 lakes		 birds	 	 	 people	 	 walk



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Sitting Bull

A Lakota Indian boy was ____________________ around 1831. His name became Tatanka-Iyotanka. 

It means Sitting Bull. When he grew up, Sitting Bull became ____________________ of the Lakota 

Sioux. Sitting Bull was famous for his ____________________ and intelligence. 

Six years after the ____________________, white men discovered gold in the Black Hills. Soon 

hundreds of people came to the Black Hills to dig for ____________________. They wanted the Sioux 

to move. 

The U.S. government tried to buy the ____________________ from the Sioux. Sitting Bull 

refused to ____________________. He would not take his people away from their sacred 

____________________. 

George Armstrong Custer

The U.S. government sent Major General George Armstrong Custer and his army to move the Sioux 

away from the Black Hills by force. Custer had been a general in the Civil War. He was a famous war 

hero. He hoped to become ____________________ one day.
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     WORD BANK
president	 	 treaty		 	 chief	 	 	 gold	 	 	 land	 	

hills	 	 	 force		 	 born	 	 	 courage	 	 sell



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

How Do Americans Vote? 

Election Day is November 4. ____________________ go to polling places in schools and other public 

buildings. In many states, the ____________________ open at 7 a.m. They close at 7 or 8 p.m. 

In some states, people can vote early at special locations. People who will be away from home on Election 

Day can mail in an ____________________ ballot. People who have a disability may also mail in an 

absentee ____________________. In Oregon, all voters ____________________ in their ballots.  

The District of Columbia (Washington, D.C.), Puerto Rico, and some U.S. territories send 

____________________ to the House of Representatives. These delegates may ____________________, 

but they may not vote. 

People can ____________________ the election results on TV, as soon as the polls close. TV news 

programs use the color ____________________ to show that a Republican has won a state or district. They 

use the color blue to show the states or districts that Democrats have won. 

The new representatives and senators will begin their terms January 3, 2015. That will become the 114th 

Congress. 
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     WORD BANK
red	 	 speak	 	 polls	 	 	 voters	 	 absentee

mail	 	 ballot		 	 delegates	 	 watch	 	 close



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Laws You Need to Know

 A parent may not leave a young ____________________ alone. 

 • Children between the ages of 6 and 16 must be in ____________________ during school 

hours, during the school year.

 • Children under 12 may not ____________________ outside the home. Children between 12 and 

18 may work in jobs that are ____________________ for their age. 

• No one may ____________________ a child. A state agency may take a child away from 

____________________ who abuse children.

 • Schools may not use corporal ____________________ for students.

 • Fighting is not ____________________ in schools. 

 • Schools may make ____________________ about children’s clothing, actions, and speech 

while they are in school.

 • No one may sell ____________________ to people under age 18. 

 • No one under 21 may buy alcoholic drinks or drink in public. 
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     WORD BANK
punishment	 safe	 	 abuse	 	 work	 	 	 child

parents	 	 school	 allowed	 	 cigarettes	 	 rules



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

November 2014: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C   D

1.  quarantine  monitor   symptoms   isolate

2. fever   emergency   diarrhea   vomiting

3. federal   county   state    level

4. representative  senator   Congress   president

5. committee  public hearing  bill    lobbyist

6. liberal   Democrat `  left wing   conservative

7. global warming debt    affirmative action ballot

8.  John Boehner  Nancy Pelosi   Republican   Mitch McConnell

9. volunteer  Pilgrims   Indians   Thanksgiving 
 

10. small pox  ebola    influenza   measles  

11. skeleton   soul    spirit    saint   
 

12. alligator  turtle    snake    birds
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

I. Ebola in the U.S. 
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1. Who said “There is no danger of an ebola epidemic in the United States?     

 _________________________________________________

2. What government agency is he from? ___________________________________________

3. Where is there an epidemic of ebola? ___________________________________________

4. Who did President Obama send there? __________________________________________

5. What are four symptoms of ebola? ________________________  __________________  

 _________________  ____________________  

6. If a person has ebola, must he or she be isolated?  YES   NO

7. For how many days must people be quarantined if they had close contact with someone with 

ebola? ________________________  

8. Who was the first person to get ebola while in the United States? ______________________ 

 _____________________________

9. Is ebola contagious when there are no symptoms?   YES   NO

10. How does ebola spread from one person to another? ____________________________  

 ___________________________  _______________________  _____________________ 

 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. Who Makes the Laws?

1.  How many levels of government are there in the United States? ________________

2. Laws about immigration are ________________________ laws.

3. What document tells how the national government can make laws? _________________

4. What are the two parts of Congress?  _______________________________________ and   

 ____________________________________

5. What is the building where the Congress meets? ________________________________

6. Washington, D.C. is the _____________________________ of the United States.

7. After both houses of Congress pass  a bill, who has to approve it? _____________________

8. If he doesn’t approve of a law, what can he do? _________________________

9. Can Congress still pass a law if it is vetoed? YES NO

10. What percent of Congress is needed to pass a law over the president’s veto? ______



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in November

1. What holiday is November 1? ______________________________________

2. Where do many Christians go on All Souls’ Day? ____________________________

3. What day is Election Day in the United States this year? _______________________

4. El Dia de los Muertos is a holiday for ____________________________________

5. What does El Dia de los Muertos mean? ____________________________________

6. What percentage of Indians died within 100 years after Europeans arrived? ___________ 

7. Indians had no _________________________ to small pox, measles and influenza. 

8. How many Indians live in the United States today? ____________________________

9. How many different Indian nations does the U.S. government recognize? _____________

10. Which states have the highest population of Indians? ______________________________  

 _________________________________________________________

11. When is Veterans Day? ___________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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12. When is Thanksgiving? ___________________________________

13. When was the first Thanksgiving? _____________________________________

14. Who did the Pilgrims invite to their feast? ____________________________

15. What are some traditional foods for Thanksgiving? 

_____________________________  ______________________  _____________________

____________________________  ________________________ ____________________

III. Events in November (continued)



IV. Laws You Need to Know

1. Children between the ages of 6 and 16 must be in school during school hours. YES  NO

2. A state may take children away from parents who abuse them.  YES   NO

3. Schools may use physical punishment on children who break school rules. YES  NO

4. People under the age of 18 may buy cigarettes. YES   NO

5. Parents are responsible for teenagers’ parties in their home. YES  NO

6. Parents can be arrested if people under age 21 drink alcohol in their home. YES   NO

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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V. How Do Americans Vote?

1. When a voter will be out of town on election day, how can he or she vote? _____________  

 ____________________________ 

2. Can delegates from Puerto Rico vote in Congress?   YES   NO

3. What colors on a TV map show which political party has won a district or a state?    

 Republicans ____________________  Democrats ________________  

4. What animal is a symbol of the Democratic Party? ____________________________

5. What animal is a symbol of the Republican Party? ____________________________

6. Which political party do these people belong to? 

 a. Harry Reid ___________________________  b. John Boehner ________________

 c. Mitch McConnell _______________________ d. Nancy Pelosi _______________

7. What is their role in Congress? 

 a. Harry Reid is ____________________________of the _____________________.

 b. Nancy Pelosi is ___________________________of the ____________________.

 c. John Boehner is ___________________________of the ____________________.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

VI. Sitting Bull

1. In what nation of Indians was Sitting Bull? _______________________________

2. What place was sacred to his people? _______________________________

3. What did white men discover in that place? _____________________________

4. What general led the U.S. army to move the Sioux away from their land? 

 ___________________________________________

5. On what day did the Indians fight the U.S. army at Little Bighorn? _______________________

6. Where did Sitting Bull take his tribe? _________________________________

7. On what animal did Indians in the Plains depend for food and clothing? ________________

8. What happened to Sitting Bull after he surrendered? ___________________________

9. What traveling show did Sitting Bull join after he was free? _______________________

10.  Who thought the “ghost dance” was dangerous? ___________________________________

11. Who killed Sitting Bull? _____________________________________

12. Did the ghost dances stop after Sitting Bull was dead?   YES   NO

13. Where did the U.S. Army massacre many Indians? _______________________________ 



 I. Ebola in the U.S.

1. Dr. Thomas Friedman
2. Centers for Disease Control
3. West Africa (Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone)
4. 4000 American troops
5. fever, vomiting, bleeding, diarrhea
6. YES
7. 21 days
8. Thomas Eric Duncan
9. NO
10. contact with body fluids: sweat, saliva, blood, 
vomit, diarrhea, urine, semen

II. Who makes the laws?

1. Four
2. federal
3. the Constitution
4. Senate and House of Representatives
5. the Capitol
6. capital
7. the president
8. veto it
9. YES
10. 2/3
  
III. Events in November

1. All Saints’ Day
2. to cemeteries
3. November 4
4. Mexican Americans
5. Day of the Dead
6. 90%
7. immunity 
8. 5.2 million
9. 566
10. California, Arizona, Oklahoma
11. November 11
12. November 27 (Fourth Thursday of November)
13. 1621
14. the Indians
15. turkey, stuffing, sweet potatoes, corn, apple pie

IV. Laws you need to know

1. YES
2. YES
3. NO
4. NO
5. YES
6. YES

V. How Do Americans Vote?

1. absentee ballot
2. NO
3. red, blue
4. donkey
5. elephant
6. a. Democrat
    b. Republican
    c. Republican
    d. Democrat
7. a. Majority Leader of the Senate
    b. Minority Leader of the House
    c. Speaker of the House
    d. Minority Leader of the Senate

VI. Sitting Bull

1. Lakota Sioux
2. the Black Hills
3. gold
4. George A. Custer
5. June 25, 1876
6. Canada
7. buffalo
8. became a prisoner of war
9. Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show
10. U.S. government / army
11. police
12. NO
13. Wounded Knee
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