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To the Teacher

Thank you for downloading these supplementary tests 
and exercises. I’m hoping they will save you many 
hours of work each month and will help expand your 
students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and retention of 
important information.

There are dozens of ways to use the tests included 
in this supplementary packet.  Experiment to see 
which methods work best for your classes, or you can 
alternate ways you use them to provide more variety 
in lessons. Some techniques will be better for students 
with less command of English, and others appropriate 
for those with greater fluency. 

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. They are taken directly from 
articles in the paper so students can check their own 
or others’ work by referring back to the article.  If you 
assign a cloze exercise before reading the article, it 
serves as an introduction to reading the full article. 
Use this with students with better reading ability. 

Tell the students that if a word comes at the beginning 
of a sentence, or if it is part of someone’s name, or a 
name that needs a capital letter, they should capitalize 
it. 

For advanced students: Cover up the word box at the 
bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze exer-
cises. Students can work individually, or in pairs or 
small groups.

As a spelling test: Dictate the sentences including the 
missing word for the students to write in.

As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection for writing practice, filling in the missing 
words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG 

Students think about the four words in each row, and 
decide how three of the words go together while a 
fourth one does not fit in the category. The answers 
to this are not necessarily firm, so it shouldn’t be 
regarded as a written test. It’s best to have students 
circle their choices, and then discuss them in class. 
Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. Teach the pattern: A, B, and 
D are all ______.  C is not a _____.  Or,  B, C, and D 
are all kinds of ______. A is not. Or You can find A, B, 
and C in a ________.  And so forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS.

There are many ways to use these tests: 

You may give these tests as pretests to learn what 
students already know about the topic. 

After reading the article in class or for homework, 
students can read the questions aloud and give the 
answers orally in class. 

Students can do the tests as “open book (newspaper) 
tests”  in class or for homework. 

Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers with newspapers closed, after having 
read the article. Students can use the  Answer Page to 
correct their own or others’ answers.

You can give the test to evaluate students after reading 
the article. Give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

What Happened to Flight 370?

On March 8, a _______________________________ left Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Flight 370 was 

on its way to Beijing, _______________________________. Two hundred thirty-nine people were on 

this Boeing 777. The _______________________________ were from China, Malaysia, Indonesia, 

Australia, India, France, United States, Canada, New Zealand, Ukraine, Russia, the Netherlands, 

Taiwan, and Hong Kong. The pilot, _______________________________ and other crew members 

were Malaysian. 

One hour after _______________________________, the plane disappeared. 

How could such a _______________________________ plane get lost? 

People all over the _______________________________ watched the news day after day. These are 

the _______________________________ as of April 8, 2014: 

The plane’s last communication was with _______________________________traffic control in 

Malaysia: “Good night. Malaysian three seven zero.” After that, it seemed that someone had turned off 

all _______________________________ from the plane. 

      
WORD BANK

big  takeoff   plane   co-pilot  world

air   communication  China  passengers facts 
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What Happened to Flight 370, continued 

The mystery

Families of the passengers and crew were _______________________________. What happened to their 

_______________________________ ones?

The first facts that the Malaysian _______________________________ gave were incomplete. Some of 

the information was _______________________________. 

There was a lot of _______________________________. Had there been a bomb on the plane? Had there 

been a _______________________________? Had smoke or lack of _______________________________ 

killed the pilot and passengers? Had the plane continued flying until it ran out of _____________________

__________?

Two men were on the plane with stolen _______________________________. Had they been terrorists? 

Had they _______________________________ the plane? No terrorist group claimed responsibility for 

such an event.

Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

      
WORD BANK

government passports  distraught  hijacked loved

speculation  oxygen  fire   fuel  wrong 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
What’s Your Size?

Shopping for clothes in the United States can _______________________________ newcomers. 

It can sometimes confuse Americans, _______________________________! There isn’t just 

_______________________________ system for sizes. There are many ________________________.

The size of a _______________________________ is printed on a label. The label may be printed 

or sewn on the garment. The size may also be on a tag _______________________________ to the 

garment. Most clothing stores have dressing _______________________________ where you can try 

on clothes.

In the U.S., you will need to _______________________________ new sizes for you and your 

children for many different items: shoes, socks, jeans, slacks, shirts, sweaters, jackets, coats, hats, 

gloves, belts, dresses, and underwear. Some clothing is marked S, M, or L (small, _________________

______________, or large). There are also XS (extra small), XL (______________________________ 

large), 2XL, and 3XL sizes. 

     WORD BANK
confuse  garment  know   extra  medium  

rooms  attached  too   systems one
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo means “_______________________________ of May.” This 

_______________________________ is important to Mexican Americans in the 

_______________________________ States. It celebrates a _______________________________ for 

liberty. In 1862, _______________________________ Napoleon III of France invaded Mexico. The 

_______________________________ army was well-armed and well-trained. They marched through 

_______________________________ and won every battle. Then the French army attacked the 

little town of _______________________________ After five days, a small Mexican force defeated 

the French _______________________________. That _______________________________ the 

Emperor’s plans to own Mexico.

     WORD BANK
Puebla  Emperor  stopped  soldiers  Fifth

victory  French  Mexico  date   United
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

Memorial Day

The last _______________________________ of May (May 26 this year) is Memorial Day. 

On Memorial Day, Americans honor the men and _______________________________ in the 

Armed _______________________________ who have died in our wars. Many towns have 

_______________________________ and special ceremonies and speeches. 

Arlington National _______________________________ is a burial place for soldiers who 

fought in America’s _______________________________. Some soldiers’ bodies were 

_______________________________ found. Some soldiers’ bodies were found, but never _______

________________________. They are honored at the _______________________________ of the 

Unknowns. 

Inside the Tomb of the Unknowns are the bodies of _______________________________ soldiers. 

     WORD BANK
women  cemetery  never   three  Monday

Forces  wars   parades  identified Tomb 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Your Family: Write About It!

Your family has a history and many _______________________________. Do you know their 

stories? Do you know where your parents and _______________________________ were born? Do 

you know what life was like two, three, or four _______________________________ ago? What do 

you know _______________________________ your ancestors? 

Interview the _______________________________ people in your family. Ask for stories of 

family members and stories of their _______________________________. Record their stories 

and write them down. Save the stories for your _______________________________ children and 

grandchildren.

Keep notes and _______________________________ photos in a safe place. Make 

_______________________________ of them; scan them to save on your computer. 

You don’t have to write it all down at once. You can add a little at a time over many months or ______

_________________________.

     WORD BANK
generations heroes  grandparents about  older

own   original  copies  years  childhoood
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
World War II Internment camps 

World War II fears

On December 7, 1941, _______________________________ declared war on the United States. 

Japanese planes bombed the American _______________________________ at Pearl Harbor in 

Hawaii. They killed 2,403 _______________________________. 

The American government was _______________________________ that the Japanese navy 

might come right up to the _______________________________ Coast. They thought that Japanese 

Americans might help Japan. _______________________________ Franklin D. Roosevelt gave the 

order to move 120,000 Japanese Americans _______________________________ from the West 

Coast. 

Moving to _______________________________ camps

Most of the Japanese Americans were born in the United States. They were American _____________

__________________. They had done nothing _______________________________. 

     WORD BANK
internment  Americans  Japan  navy  afraid

West   President  wrong  citizens away
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

May 2014: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B   C   D

1. pilot    radar   passenger  crew

2. satellite    helicopter  ship   mystery

3. investigation   clue   speculation  distress signal

4. shirt    sweater  pants   jacket

5. medium    extra large  size   small

6.  petite    XL   husky  extra large

7.  cemetery    unknown  burial   tomb

8. sushi    karate  kung fu  tai chi  

9. China    Hawaii  Japan   Korea

10.  Fred Korematsu  Bill Clinton Jimmy Carter Barack Obama

11. toast    eggs   muffin  bread  

12.  derby    race   fiesta   horses
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. What Happened to Flight 370?

1. On what day did Malaysian Flight 370 disappear? __________________________________

2. Where was the plane supposed to go? ________________________________________

3. Were there any Chinese passengers on the flight?   YES   NO

4. Were there any Americans on the flight?   YES   NO

5. What was the last communication with air traffic control in Malaysia? _______________________  

 ______________________________________________

6. What country were the crew from? ______________________________________

7.  Radar showed that the plane had turned. Did it turn EAST  or WEST?

8. Blips that British satellites received showed that the plane had continued flying for _____ hours.

9. Where did the planes and ships search?  _____________________________________________

10. What would be in the water if a plane had crashed into the ocean? ________________________

11. What is another word for a flight recorder? ____________________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. What’s Your Size?

1. The size of a garment is printed on a __________________ or on a tag attached to the garment.

2. The size XL means _____________________________.

3. A man wears a dress shirt with a tie and a _____________________________.

4. The length of a man’s pants from the crotch to the cuff is called the 

____________________________.

5.  Dresses that are sized 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 1, and 13 are for ____________________, (teens and slim 

women.)

6. Short women might wear _______________________________ sized clothing.

7. A garment that can stretch might be marked “One size fits _________________.”

8. Which child is older, a toddler or an infant? ____________________________

9. Misses dress sizes are __________________________________________________.

10. Plus, husky, or XL are for people who need ____________________ sizes. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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III. Events in May

1. May is ___________________ and Pacific-Island American Month.

2. About how many Asian Americans live in the United States? ________________________

3. About how many Pacific-Island Americans live in the United States? _________________

4. What great Chinese teacher had a strong influence on Asian culture?

____________________________________

5. Sushi, tofu, and teriyaki style food are foods from __________________________.

6. What day is Cinco de Mayo? ________________________________

7. What French emperor invaded Mexico in 1862? _____________________________

8. Where did a small force of Mexicans defeat the French army? ________________

9. What race is the “most exciting two minutes in sports? ___________________________

10. How old are the horses that run in that race? _______________________________

11. What day is Armed Forces Day?  _________________________________________

12. What are five branches of the Armed Forces? ________________________________ 

________________________  _______________________  ________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in May (continued)

13. How many women are in the Armed Forces on active duty in the United States? ____________

14. Who is the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces? ________________________________

15. Does the U.S. have a draft?    YES    NO

16. At what age must all young men register with the Selective Service System? ______________

17. When is Memorial Day? _________________________________________

18. Where is a burial place for some of the soldiers who fought in America’s wars? 

______________________________

19. What place honors soldiers whose bodies were never found? _________________________

20. The honor guard for this place patrols ___ hours a day, ____ days a week, ____ days a year. 
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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IV. Fred Korematsu.

1. Japanese planes attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, ________________.

2. Who gave the order to move Japanese Americans away from the West Coast? 

 _______________________________________

3. How many Japanese Americans were moved to internment camps? __________________

4. Were these Japanese Americans guilty of any crimes? YES    NO

5. Who was one young man who would not obey the order to go to an internment camp?

_________________________________.

6. What organization helped him appeal his case to a higher court? _____________________

7. How many Japanese Americans lived in the Topaz internment camp? __________________

8. To what court did Fred Korematsu appeal his case? __________________________

9.  When did the war against Japan end? __________________________

10. After _________  years a special commission decided that the internment camps were a 

mistake because the Japanese had not helped the enemy. 

11. Did Congress apologize to the Japanese Americans in 1988?  YES   NO



12. What medal did President Bill Clinton give to Fred Korematsu? ______________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________

13. How much money did congress give to each person who had been in an internment camp?

14. What group of Americans today have experienced prejudice because of the terrorist attacks  

 on September 11, 2001?  __________________________________

15. Is it legal today for the U .S. government to put a whole group of people into internment 

camps without a trial, in time of war?     YES   NO.

16. What day is Fred Korematsu Day of Civil Liberties and the Constitution in California? ___

___________________________________.

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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 I. What Happened to Flight 370?

1. March 8.
2. Beijing, China
3. YES
4. YES
5. Goodnight Malaysian 370
6. Malaysia
7. West
8. 6 
9. Indian Ocean
10. debris
11. black box

II. What’s Your Size?

1. label
2. extra large
3. jacket
4. inseam
5. juniors
6. petite
7. all (or most)
8. toddler
9. 2,4,6,8,10,12,14
10. large 

III. Events in MAY\

1. Asian
2. 17 million
3. 1.2 million
4. Confucius
5. Japan
6. May 5th
7. Napoleon III
8. Puebla
9. the Kentucky Derby
10. three years old
11. May 17
12. Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, Coast 

Guard.

13. 210,000
14. President Obama
15. NO
16. 18-25
17. Last Monday of May
18. Arlington National Cemetery
19. Tomb of the Unknowns
20. 24, 7, 365

IV Fred Korematsu

1.1941.
2. President Franklin Roosevelt
3. 120,000
4. NO
5. Fred Korematsu
6. American Civil Liberties Union
7. 8,000
8. Supreme Court
9. August 1945
10. 35
11. YES
12. Presidential Medal of Freedom
13. $20,000
14. Arab Americans, Muslim Americans
15. YES
16. January 30

May 2014  
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