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To the Teacher

Thank you for downloading these supplementary tests 
and exercises. I’m hoping they will save you many 
hours of work each month and will help expand your 
students’ reading skills, vocabulary, and retention of 
important information.

There are dozens of ways to use the tests included 
in this supplementary packet.  Experiment to see 
which methods work best for your classes, or you can 
alternate ways you use them to provide more variety 
in lessons. Some techniques will be better for students 
with less command of English, and others appropriate 
for those with greater fluency. 

CLOZE EXERCISES

The purpose of the cloze exercises is to present a small 
amount of important material in another format to 
enhance comprehension and retention, and reinforce 
vocabulary.

The cloze exercises may be used before or after 
reading the article. They are taken directly from 
articles in the paper so students can check their own 
or others’ work by referring back to the article.  If you 
assign a cloze exercise before reading the article, it 
serves as an introduction to reading the full article. 
Use this with students with better reading ability. 

Tell the students that if a word comes at the beginning 
of a sentence, or if it is part of someone’s name, or a 
name that needs a capital letter, they should capitalize 
it. 

For advanced students: Cover up the word box at the 
bottom of the page before duplicating the cloze exer-
cises. Students can work individually, or in pairs or 
small groups.

As a spelling test: Dictate the sentences including the 
missing word for the students to write in.

As copy practice: Students can copy the entire 
selection for writing practice, filling in the missing 
words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG 

Students think about the four words in each row, and 
decide how three of the words go together while a 
fourth one does not fit in the category. The answers 
to this are not necessarily firm, so it shouldn’t be 
regarded as a written test. It’s best to have students 
circle their choices, and then discuss them in class. 
Students should be able to give their reasons for 
choosing a word that doesn’t belong. Any good reason 
makes their answer correct. 

Students can work in small groups to discuss the 
reasons for their answers. They can write out their 
reasons for the decision. Teach the pattern: A, B, and 
D are all ______.  C is not a _____.  Or,  B, C, and D 
are all kinds of ______. A is not. Or You can find A, B, 
and C in a ________.  And so forth. 

SHORT-ANSWER TESTS.

There are many ways to use these tests: 

You may give these tests as pretests to learn what 
students already know about the topic. 

After reading the article in class or for homework, 
students can read the questions aloud and give the 
answers orally in class. 

Students can do the tests as “open book (newspaper) 
tests”  in class or for homework. 

Students can work in pairs or groups to come up with 
the answers with newspapers closed, after having 
read the article. Students can use the  Answer Page to 
correct their own or others’ answers.

You can give the test to evaluate students after reading 
the article. Give the same test a week or more later to 
evaluate the retention of the information. 
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Earth and its Energy

Earth Day is April 22. The whole _________________________ of April is a time to learn more 

about the _________________________ we live on. It’s our home, so we have to take good 

_________________________ of it. 

Our planet has some problems. Air is _________________________ in some places. 

Other places have no clean _________________________. The climate  seems to be 

_________________________. There have been many strong winter _________________________, 

severe  cold, droughts , heat, and floods . 

Does the kind of _________________________ we use cause any of these problems?

We need energy to light and heat our _________________________. We need energy to run our 

machines, _________________________, cars, computers, and cell phones.

      
WORD BANK

month factories  home s  energy  planet

care  bad   changing  water   storms 
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Nuclear Energy

Nuclear reactors  can heat _________________________ to power generators that create electricity.

Advantages: Nuclear reactors need only a small _________________________ of fuel: 24 tons of 

_________________________ can produce electric power for a _________________________ for a 

year. Nuclear energy does not _________________________ the air or add to global  warming. Some 

leaders call it “clean energy.”

Disadvantages: It’s _________________________ and dangerous to mine uranium and to move it. 

It costs a lot of money to _________________________ a nuclear power plant. It takes a long time. A 

nuclear power plant needs a lot of _________________________ to cool it. That water then warms the 

river it goes back into. That kills _________________________ and other wildlife in the water.  
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     WORD BANK
amount  city  uranium  heat  fish

water   pollute expensive  build  steam



Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

New Kinds of Cars

Some new cars have batteries , not _________________________ tanks. They run 

on _________________________. President Obama wants the U.S. to have one 

_________________________ electric cars on the roads by 2015.

Advantages: Electric _________________________ will help control _________________________ 

and greenhouse gases.

Disadvantages: We still need a generator to _________________________ the electricity to charge  

the cars’ _________________________. The generators may use _________________________ 

fuels. It takes many hours to _________________________ the cars’ batteries. The cars may need 

_________________________ charge if they go more than a hundred miles. 

It may be many years before the U.S. can produce enough electricity to charge batteries for a million 

cars every day. 

     WORD BANK
gas  charge  another  batteries  produce

fossil  electricity  cars   million  pollution
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

April 19, 1775

April 19, 1775 was the beginning of the American War for _________________________ 

from Britain. On that day, about 700 well-trained _________________________ soldiers 

marched out to the tiny village of _________________________, Massachusetts. Seventy 

“_________________________” came out to stop them. No one knows who fired  the first 

_________________________.

After that shot, the British soldiers _________________________ on the Minutemen. Eight were 

killed. A war had _________________________. 

The British soldiers then marched on to the _________________________ of Concord. They wanted 

to get the _________________________ and bullets that the Americans _________________________ 

stored there. More Minutemen came from the villages around there. They shot at the British soldiers 

and chased them back to Boston. The Americans won the battle.  

     WORD BANK
Minutemen  guns   had  village  Lexington  

shot   independence British fired   begun 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Arbor Day

Why are trees important to us?  A few answers: 

 Trees make _________________________ that people and other animals breathe.  Trees take 

carbon dioxide  out of the _________________________.  Trees are homes for birds, monkeys, 

squirrels, toads, insects, and many other  _________________________. 

 Trees hold soil  with their _________________________. Rain cannot wash away soil that the   

roots hold.  Trees _________________________ the buildings around them. They hold back   

wind in the _________________________ and make _________________________ in the summer. 

Trees  lower the cost of _________________________ and air conditioning. 

 We use _________________________ from trees to make paper, build houses and  

furniture, and many other things.  _________________________ provide  food for animals and people. 

We can burn wood from trees to cook our food and heat our homes.  Trees are beautiful to look at. 
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     WORD BANK
animals  air  oxygen  shade  wood  

trees   heating roots   protect  winter



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

 
Cleaning Product Safety 

Keep all cleaning products where _________________________ cannot get them. Keep them in their 

“child-proof ” _________________________. Store them in a cool, _________________________ 

place. 

When you spray household chemical products, point the spray nozzle  _________________________ 

from your face and away from other _________________________.

Wear long-sleeved _________________________, long pants, socks, shoes, and gloves 

when you spray _________________________ and other chemicals. Pesticides can be 

_________________________ through your skin.Stay away from areas that someone has 

_________________________ sprayed.

Don’t _________________________ chemical containers if you don’t know what is inside them. 
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     WORD BANK
containers  dry   people  children  shirts  

absorbed  sniff   recently  pesticides  away 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Advice to a Young Tree 

by Harper, a Silver Maple, as told to Elizabeth Claire

Lift up your limbs and hold your head _________________________;

Climb to the _________________________ and soak up the sky;

Accept saucy _________________________; give haven to birds;

Show the _________________________ of sharing...

_________________________...using...words.

Give shelter and _________________________ to insect and snail;

_________________________ in the rain; find gladness in _________________________;

Bend down your branches to _________________________ a child;

Dance all your dreams...

When the _________________________...goes...wild. 
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     WORD BANK
clouds  beckon  gale  high  squirrels

rejoice  shade  wind  secret without 



Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

April 2014: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B   C   D

1. coal   oil   gas    wind

2. acid rain   advantages  greenhouse gas  radioactive waste 

3. geothermal  solar   hydroelectric  gasohol

4. fumes   hazard  danger   caution

5. climate change drought  heat wave   oxygen

6. tax return  April 15  refund   employer

7. Passover   Seder   tricks    kosher

8. bitter herbs  baby  chicks bunny   eggs

9. pedestrian  intersection  rubbish   right of way

10. clothes line  washing machine   air conditioner  refrigerator

11. squirrels  roots   insects   birds

12. generator  steam   turbine   weapon
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

I. Earth and its Energy 

1. When is Earth Day? _________________________________________

2. Three types of fossil fuels are: _____________________  __________________  and   

 __________________.

3. Are fossil fuels renewable or non-renewable? ______________________________

4. When fossil fuels burn, what do they produce that causes acid rain?      

 _______________________________

5. What kind of fuel is gathered by strip mining? ____________________________

6. Fracking to get natural gas from the ground may cause water pollution and small  

 ________________________________.

7. What kind of fuel is needed for a nuclear reactor? ______________________________

8. Are there any safe places to store nuclear waste?    YES    NO

9. What device changes mechanical energy to electrical energy? _____________________

10. What is energy from the sun called?  ______________________________ energy.



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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I. Earth and its Energy (continued)

11. Waterfalls, ocean waves, and tides are all forms of _____________________ power. 

12.  Energy from deep inside the earth is called _____________________________________ energy.

13. When ethanol from corn is mixed with gasoline, what is it called? ______________________________

14. What is the earth’s most abundant element? ___________________________________

15. How many electric cars does President Obama want on the roads by 2015? ____________________________

16. One problem if that happens is that there may not be enough __________________________ to charge the cars’

  batteries.

17.  Name four renewable sources of energy: ________________________________ _______________________ 
 
 __________________________  ____________________________.

18. Which types of energy pollute the air? _________________________________________________________

19. Which type of energy leaves a radioactive waste? _______________________________________________

20. What are the best places to have solar power plants to provide electricity? ____________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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Cleaning up

1.  You need only a ____________________ amount of a concentrated cleaning product.

2. What chemical used in laundry can make holes in your clothes, take the color out of    

 clothes, and cause burns on the skin? _____________________________

3. What laundry product takes the static cling out of clothes that are dried in the dryer?

 ________________________________

4. A strong chemical that is used in many window-washing sprays is ___________________.

5. When you clean with a caustic chemical, what should you wear? _____________________

6. What is the telephone number of the Poison Control Center? _________________________

7. At what time is the Poison Help Line able to take your call? __________________________

8. In how many languages the Poison Help Line help people?_________________

9. What does it cost to call the Poison Control Center? ______________________________

10. Call ________________ if the person who took some bad chemical is unconscious. 

11. Should you put food or drinks in empty containers from cleaning products? YES NO

12. Store cleaning products in a cool, _______________ place. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

III. Events in April

1. April is National ________________________________ Month. 

2. On what day is April Fools Day? ________________________________

3. What holiday celebrates new life? ______________________________

4.  What holiday reminds Christians of the day that Jesus arrived in Jerusalem?

_________________________________

5. Where do children in Washington, DC go to roll Easter eggs? ________________________

6. Who brings children a basket of eggs and candies on Easter? _________________________

7. When do all Jewish holidays begin? ____________________________________

8. What do Jews eat instead of bread during Passover? _____________________________

9. What is the special dinner on the first or second night of Passover? _________________

10. Jews tell the story of their escape from slavery in what country? ____________________

11. Who passed over the homes of the Jews 3200 years ago? ___________________________

12. By what day must taxpayers file a tax return and pay their taxes for 2013? _____________

__________________________________
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Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.

13. In what states is Patriots’ Day a state holiday? ____________________________________

14. What famous race happens on this day in Boston? ____________________________

15. Who did the Minutemen fight against in the Battle of Lexington? ____________________

16. Who won the Battle of Concord in 1775? ______________________________________

17. What special day is April 22? _____________________________________

18. What is a day for planting trees? _______________________________________

19. What important gas do trees give off that animals need to breathe? _________________

20. What gas do trees take out of the air? __________________________________

21. In what country was the worst typhoon in history this past year? ____________________

22. What day is Administrative Professionals’ Day? __________________________________

IV. Advice to a Young Tree 

III. Events in April (continued)



(National Poetry Month)

1. When two words have the same ending sound, they rhyme. In the poem, write the words 

that rhyme with each of these  words: (Choose from this list: lift, head, climb, child, gale, 

bend, dance, sky, squirrels, haven, words, secret.)

a. high __________________  b. birds _________________________

c. snail _______________________  d. wild __________________________

2. Alliteration is when a poet chooses words that have the same consonant sounds.

Underline the alliteration: a.  Climb to the clouds   b. and soak up the sky.  

c. give haven to birds. d. give shelter and shadow  e. When the wind goes wild.

3. According to Harper, name four animals that a young tree should welcome and accept: . 

_________________  ____________________  ___________________ and _________

4. When should a tree dance all its dreams? ______________________________________?

5. What poetic device is it called when a poem seems to talking to a thing as though it were a 

person? ______________________________________________

Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS April 2014. Teachers and subscribers to Easy English NEWS may photocopy this quiz for use 
with their own classes. All other rights reserved.



 I. Earth and its Energy

1. April 22
2. coal, oil, gas
3. non-renewable
4. carbon dioxide
5. coal
6. earthquakes
7. uranium
8. NO
9. a generator
10. radiant energy or solar energy
11. hydropower; water power
12. geothermal
13. gasohol.
14. hydrogen
15. one million
16. electricity
17. wind, sun, geothermal, waterfalls, waves, 

tides, biomass
18. fossil fuels
19. nuclear energy
20. deserts; the Southwest

II. Cleaning up

1. small
2. chlorine bleach
3. fabric softener
4. ammonia
5. rubber gloves
6. 1-800-222-1222
7. 24 hours a day
8. 100
9. nothing; it’s free
10. 911
11. NO
12. dry.

III. Events in April

1. Poetry
2. April 1
3. Easter
4. Palm Sunday
5. White House Lawn
6. the “Easter Bunny”
7. at sundown; sunset the day before
8. matzos
9. Passover Seder
10. Egypt
11. the Angel of Death
12. April 15, 2014
13. Massachusetts and Maine
14. the Boston Marathon
15. British soldiers
16. the Patriots (the Minutemen) the Americans
17. Earth Day
18. Arbor Day
19. oxygen
20. carbon dioxide
21. Philippines
22. April 23

IV Advice to a Young Tree

1. a. sky 
 b. words
 c. gale
 d. wild
2. a. climb to the clouds
 b. and soak up the sky
 c. give haven to birds
 d. give shelter and shadow
 e. when the wind goes wild
3. birds, squirrels, snails, insects
4. when the wind goes wild
5. personification

April 2014  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  

Short-Answer Tests
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