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How much is education worth to you?

Education is a very good 
investment*. Education makes a 
big difference in a person’s health, 
happiness, and lifetime earnings*. 

A high school graduate* earns an 
average* of $8,000 per year more 
than a person without a high school 
diploma*. A high school dropout will 
find it harder to find a job. 

A college degree* is worth between 
$185,000 and $365,000 in additional 
earnings over a person’s lifetime after 
subtracting the costs of college. 

In 2011, 43 percent of Americans 
had a college degree by the age of 34. 
Sixty-two percent of jobs in the U.S. are 
for college graduates.

What does education cost?
The first 13 years of public school are 

No High School Diploma: $750,000
High-School Graduate:   $1,200,000
College Graduate:    $2,100,000
Master’s Degree:    $2,500,000
Doctorate Degree:    $3,400,000
Professional Degree*:   $4,400,000

Lifetime Earnings

free to residents* of a school district*. 
Taxpayers pay between $11,000 and 
$29,000 per student each year. 

However, higher education* is not 
free. Taxpayers do pay part of the cost 
of state colleges. Tuition* and fees* in 
a state college averaged $8,655 per year 

Source: U.S. Census 2000. These average numbers 
are based on 40 years of work from age 25 to age 64.

Yesterday’s future has arrived
Every year, new inventions*, 

new discoveries, and new cures* 
change the way we do things. 
Schools, homes, kitchens, offices, 
workplaces, hospitals, highways, 
and friendships all change. Ideas 
change. Laws change. Society* 
changes. We change. 

New technology* brings new 
opportunities*. There are new 
kinds of jobs and new solutions* 
to old problems. Some of the new 
technology has made life easier, 
healthier, and longer-lasting. 
Farmers can grow more food to 

feed the growing population* of 
the world. Cleaner energy* may 
slow down global warming*. New 
laws may create freedoms for more 
people. 

Change is everywhere
Cell phones, email, Facebook, 

Twitter, and Skype* let us 
communicate quickly and cheaply 
with people anywhere in the world. 

Automatic* translators let us 
communicate with people who speak 
other languages. Children learn to 
type faster on keyboards than they 
can write by hand. Many schools 
have stopped teaching cursive 
writing*. Texting* on cell phones

Are you ready for the future?

The Martin Jetpack is a personal flying machine. 
It has been in development for 30 years by Glen 
Martin and other engineers. The first uses will be for 
military, police, and search needs. Martin Aircraft 
Company Rex Features via AP Images



To the Teacher

Thank	you	for	purchasing	the	supplementary	tests	for	
Easy English  NEWS	for	September	2013	to	June	
2014.	I’m	hoping	it	will	save	you	many	hours	of	
work	each	month	and	will	help	expand	your	students	
reading	skills,	vocabulary,	and	retention	of	important	
information.

You	can	get	each	month’s	edition	of	tests	by	going	
to	the	website,	logging	in	to	your	account	and	
finding	the	current	test	for	the	month	by	the	first	of	
the	month.	Your	one-time	payment	will	entitle	you	
to	all	of	the	month’s	tests	during	the	school	year	as	
they	are	available.	If	you	start	your	subscription	to	
Easy English NEWS later	in	the	year,	or	end	your	
subscription	before	June,	you	can	still	get	the	full	
year’s	supply	of	tests...they	are	useful	with	or	without	
the	newspaper.	

There	are	dozens	of	ways	to	use	the	tests	included	
in	this	supplementary	packet.		Experiment	to	see	
which	methods	work	best	for	your	classes,	or	you	can	
alternate	ways	you	use	them	to	provide	more	variety	
in	lessons.	Some	techniques	will	be	better	for	students	
with	less	command	of	English,	and	others	appropriate	
for	those	with	greater	fluency.	

CLOZE EXERCISES

The	purpose	of	the	cloze	exercises	is	to	present	
important	material	in	another	format	to	enhance	
comprehension	and	retention,	and	reinforce	
vocabulary.

The	cloze	exercises	may	be	used	before	or	after	
reading	the	article.	They	are	taken	directly	from	
articles	in	the	paper	so	students	can	check	their	own	
or	others’	work	by	referring	back	to	the	article.		If	you	
assign	a	cloze	exercise	before	reading	the	article,	it	
serves	as	an	introduction	to	reading	the	full	article.	
Use	this	with	students	with	better	reading	ability.	

For	advanced	students:	After	reading	the	article,	cover	
up	the	word	box	at	the	bottom	of	the	page	before	
duplicating	the	cloze	exercises.	Students	can	work	
individually,	or	in	pairs	or	small	groups.

As	a	spelling	test:	Dictate	the	sentences	including	the	
missing	word	for	the	students	to	write	in.

As	copy	practice:	Students	can	copy	the	entire	selec-
tion	for	writing	practice,	filling	in	the	missing	words.

WHICH WORD DOES NOT BELONG 

Students	think	about	the	four	words	in	each	item,	and	
decide	how	three	of	the	words	go	together	while	a	
fourth	one	does	not	fit	in	the	category.	The	answers	
to	this	are	not	necessarily	firm,	so	it	shouldn’t	be	
regarded	as	a	written	test.	It’s	best	to	have	students	
circle	their	choices,	and	then	discuss	them	in	class.	
Students	should	be	able	to	give	their	reasons	for	
choosing	a	word	that	doesn’t	belong.	Any	good	reason	
makes	their	answer	correct.	

Students	can	work	in	small	groups	to	discuss	the	
reasons	for	their	answers.	They	can	write	out	their	
reasons	for	the	decision.	Teach	the	pattern:	A,	B,	and	
D	are	all	______.		C	is	not	a	_____.		Or,		B,	C,	and	D	
are	all	kinds	of	______.	A	is	not.	Or	You	can	find	A,	B,	
and	C	in	a	________.		And	so	forth.	

SHORT ANSWER TESTS.

You	may	give	these	tests	as	pretests	to	learn	what	
students	already	know	about	the	topic	and	again	as	
post	tests.

After	reading	the	article,	students	can	read	the	
questions	aloud	and	give	the	answers	orally.	

You	can	let	the	students	do	the	tests	as	“open	book	
(newspaper)	test”		after	reading	the	article	in	class	or	
for	homework.	

Students	can	work	in	pairs	or	groups	to	come	up	with	
the	answers	after	having	read	the	article.	Students	can	
use	the		Answer	Page	to	correct	their	own	or	others’	
answers.

You	can	give	the	same	test	a	week	or	more	later	to	
evaluate	the	retention	of	the	information.	
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Are You Ready For The Future? Part 1

Yesterday’s future has arrived

Every year, new inventions, new discoveries, and new cures ____________________________ the 

way we do things. Schools, homes, kitchens, offices, workplaces, ____________________________, 

highways, and friendships all change. Ideas change. Laws change. Society changes. 

____________________________ change. 

New ____________________________ brings new opportunities. There are new kinds of jobs 

and new solutions to old ____________________________. Some of the new technology has 

made life easier, ____________________________, and longer-lasting. Farmers can grow more 

____________________________ to feed the growing ____________________________ of 

the world. Cleaner ____________________________ may slow down global warming. New 

____________________________ may create freedoms for more people. 

      
WORD BANK

laws  population  we  technology   healthier 

food  energy   hospitals  problems    change
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Name___________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Are You Ready For The Future? Part 2

Change is everywhere

Cell phones, email, Facebook, Twitter, and Skype let us ____________________________ quickly 

and cheaply with people anywhere in the ____________________________. 

Automatic translators let us communicate with people who speak other 

____________________________. Children learn to type ____________________________ 

on keyboards than they can write by hand. Many ____________________________ have 

stopped teaching cursive writing. Texting on cell phones is creating a whole new system of 

____________________________. 

Information is ____________________________ to get quickly. People can search the Internet for 

____________________________ to their questions. Libraries have ____________________________ 

for people to use. Internet cafes have wireless set-ups for ___________________ who don’t have it in 

their homes.

     WORD BANK
information  computers  answers  people faster

schools  communicate writing  world  languages
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WORD BANK
harder  not  big   jobs   lifetime 

degree  year  graduate  investment  free
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

How Much Is Education Worth to You?

Education is a very good ____________________________. Education makes a 

____________________________ difference in a person’s health, happiness, and lifetime earnings. 

A high school ____________________________ earns an average of $8,000 more per 

year than a person without a high school diploma. A high school dropout will find it 

____________________________ to find a job. 

A college degree is worth between $185,000 and $365,000 in additional earnings over a person’s 

____________________________ after subtracting the costs of college. 

In 2011, 43 percent of Americans had a college ____________________________ by the age of 34. 

Sixty-two percent of ____________________________ in the U.S. are for college graduates.

What does education cost?

The first 13 years of public school are ____________________________ to residents 

of a school district. Taxpayers pay between $11,000 and $29,000 per student each 

____________________________. Higher education is ____________________________ free. 



Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Tips for Success at School

Tip Number One: Show up!

Be in ____________________________ every day.  It’s ____________________________ to learn 

when you are absent. However, when you are ____________________________, please stay home to 

recover. Find out what work you ____________________________, and do that.

Tip Number Two: Be prepared

 Bring all the things you need to class: textbooks, notebook, a laptop if the school requires 

it, pen and pencil, eraser, and your completed ____________________________. You may 

need a special notebook for ____________________________ class. Bring a small bilingual 

____________________________ or electronic dictionary to all of your classes. 

Three: Be realistic

Don’t take too ____________________________ subjects. You may need 2 or 3 or more 

____________________________ for homework for each class. It can take a few years before you can 

get A grades. Don’t be ____________________________ by low grades. 

     
WORD BANK

each   class   many   sick  homework 

missed  dictionary  discouraged hard   hours  
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Ellis Island, “Island of Tears”

Immigrants have been coming to the United States for a very ____________________________ time. 

Ellis Island was the immigration ____________________________ station from 1892 to 1954. Ellis 

Island is in New York ____________________________. Twelve ____________________________ 

people came through its doors. The immigrants during that time were from countries in 

____________________________: Italy, Poland, Russia, Germany, Czechoslovakia, 

Yugoslavia, Hungary, Austria, Greece, Ireland, Norway, and Sweden. A very large percentage of 

____________________________ can trace their family’s arrival in the U.S. to this “doorway.” 

Crossing the ocean

Immigrants crossed the ____________________________ Ocean in large steamships. The 

poorest immigrants ____________________________ in third class, which was the cheapest. 

The conditions were ____________________________. Immigrants were packed into large 

____________________________ below the decks.

     
     WORD BANK
Americans  long   terrible  Atlantic inspection

million  traveled  Harbor  rooms Europe
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

Hurricane Season

More than thirty-six million people live in the ___________________ of Atlantic hurricanes. People 

who live along the ____________________________ must know when to prepare for a hurricane.

Hurricanes are ____________________________ for many reasons. They have 

____________________________ high winds. Tornados can form ____________________________ 

them. They can knock out ____________________________ power. A storm surge can push ocean 

water inland over the tops of ____________________________. A hurricane can bring 6 to 12 inches 

of ____________________________. Streets can become rivers! 

It’s important to have a ____________________________ for hurricanes. Talk to people who have 

____________________________ in your area for many years.    

   

       
WORD BANK

plan   dangerous  path  lived  electric

extremely  coasts   buildings  around rain
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Name_________________________________________________  Date _____________________

“It Looked Like the End of the World.”

Last October, Hurricane ____________________________ hit our city. I lived in 

an apartment house in ____________________________, right near the beach. We 

had to ____________________________ the building one day before the storm. I 

____________________________ to my cousin’s apartment. 

Two days later, when I was walking ____________________________ from Ocean Parkway to 

Sea Gate, I was shocked. Everything ____________________________ me of 9/11. The air was full 

of ____________________________ and dust. I had never seen such destruction. Giant trees were 

____________________________ on the ground. There were huge ____________________________ 

of sand reminding me of ancient Egypt. There was not even one open store, or bank, or 

____________________________, or post office. It really looked like the end of the world.

     WORD BANK
Brooklyn  lying  pyramids  pharmacy  Sandy  

sand   home  evacuate  reminded  went
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Name_______________________________________  Date ________________

September 2013: Which Word Does Not Belong?

Three words in each row go together. One word does not belong with them. Draw a circle 
around the word that does not belong. Be able to explain your reasons.

 A    B    C   D

1.  inventions  discoveries   kitchens   changes 

2. cell phone  Facebook   Twitter  keyboard

3. robot   surgeon   drone   GPS

4. laboratory  Google Glass  Smartboard  3-D printer  

5.  graduate   degree   diploma  district

6. tuition   grant    scholarship  loan

7. exercise   equipment   fitness  activity 

8. cucumber  carrots   tomatoes  alligator

9. textbook    assignment   discussion  conference

10. paragraph  test    sentence  caption

11. Statue of Liberty New York Harbor  Ellis Island  inspection

12.   tropical storm hurricane   `tornado  equator

From September, 2013 Easy English NEWS ©Elizabeth Claire, Inc. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

Easy English NEWS Short-Answer Tests, September 2013 

I. Are You Ready for the Future?

1. What is causing workplaces, hospitals, offices, highways, and schools to change?   

 ____________________  __________________________ __________________

2. What new technology will soon be as small as a human cell?______________________________

3. Where can some students see a Smartboard?  ___________________________

4. What device can people wear in front of their eyes to search the Internet or take photos? 

 ____________________________________

5. What new kind of printers can make some body parts?  _______________________

6. What system do “smart cars” use in order to drive in the correct directions?    
 
 ________________________

7.  Some scientists want to create animals that are now extinct. What do they hope to use?  
 
 _______________________
 
8. What is a sedentary job? It’s a job where you _________________________.

9. What condition might people who do not get enough exercise at work or play develop?

 ___________________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September, 2013. This test may be photocopied by teachers for their own classes. All other rights 
reserved. 



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________
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II. How much is education worth to you?

1.  On the average, how much money will a  high-school graduate earn in a lifetime?    

 _________________________

2. On the average, how much will a person without a high-school diploma earn in a lifetime?  

 _______________________________________

3. What are the average lifetime earnings for a college graduate? _________________________

4. Who pays for each town’s elementary schools and high schools? ________________________

5. Is higher education free in the United States?       YES      NO

6. How much did tuition cost per year in 2011, on average, at a state college?     

 _________________________

7. Which costs less, a private college or a community college? _________________________

8. What kind of financial aid can a student get for high grades or a special talent?     

 __________________________________________

9. What’s the name of the financial aid that students can get from the federal government?   

 ________________   ______________________

10. What kind of financial aid do students have to pay back after they leave college?    

 ___________________   ______________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September, 2013. This test may be photocopied by teachers for their own classes. All other rights 
reserved. 

III. Events in September

1. What day is Labor Day?  _________________________

2. Rosh Hashana is another name for the Jewish _________________________

3. What is a shofar made from?  _________________________

4. In what city is the World Trade Center? __________________________________

5. What do students wear to schools, where all the clothing is the same?     

 _________________________

6. What day is Grandparents’ Day? _________________________

7. In what year did American leaders sign the Constitution? _________________________

8. On what day are there 12 hours of daylight and 12 hours of darkness? _

 _____________________________

9. In what season do leaves change color?  ____________________

10. What is the largest minority group in the U.S.? _________________________

11. What three states have the largest Hispanic populations? ______________________    

 ________________________   and _________________________

12. On what day are there programs to encourage families to exercise together?     

 _______________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September, 2013. This test may be photocopied by teachers for their own classes. All other rights 
reserved. 

IV. Ellis Island, “Island of Tears”

1. When was Ellis Island the immigration inspection station for the U.S.?  From ____________ to     

 _______________

2. How did immigrants cross the Atlantic Ocean during those years? _________________________

3. In what class did the poorest immigrants travel? _________________________

4. What sight did new immigrants see in New York Harbor? _________________________

5. Did the U.S. allow immigrants with handicaps or disease into the country?       YES      NO

6. If a person failed the health inspection at Ellis Island, where did he or she have to go?    

 ______________________________________

7. What percentage of immigrants failed inspection? ________________________

8. What was immigrants’ nickname for Ellis Island? _________________________

9. What two states share Ellis Island? ___________________    and   __________________________

10. How many immigrants went through Ellis Island? _________________________



Name _______________________________________  Date ________________

V. Hurricane Season

1. When does hurricane season begin? __________________________.

2.  When does hurricane season end? ___________________________

3. How fast are winds during a Category One hurricane? _____________

4. In what directions do hurricanes usually move?  

 ______________________ and ______________________

5. What parts of the United States are in the path of hurricanes?

 _______________________________ and ______________________

6. What are three dangers of hurricanes?

 ___________________________________,  ________________________,  

 and _________________________.

©Elizabeth Claire/Easy English NEWS September, 2013. This test may be photocopied by teachers for their own classes. All other rights 
reserved. 



I. Are You Ready for the Future?

1. new inventions, new discoveries, and cures
2. a computer
3. in a classroom
4. Google Glass
5. 3-D printers
6. GPS (Global Positioning System)
7. DNA
8. Sit down
9. obesity

II. How Much is Education Worth to You?

1.  $1,200,000
2.  $750,000
3.  $2,100,000
4.  taxpayers
5. no
6. $8,655
7. community colleges
8. scholarship
9. Pell Grant
10. student loans

III. Events in September

1. First Monday in September (Sept 2)
2. New Year
3. ram’s horn
4. Manhattan (New York City)
5. uniform
6. the first Sunday after Labor Day
7. 1787
8. September 22 (First day of autumn)
9. autumn (fall)
10. Hispanics
11. California, Texas, Florida
12.  Family Health and Fitness Day

IV. Ellis Island, “Island of Tears”

1. 1892-1954
2. by ship
3. third class (steerage)
4. Statue of Liberty
5. no
6. back to Europe
7. 2%
8. Island of Tears
9. New York and New Jersey
10. 12,000,000

V. Hurricane Season

1. June 1
2. November 30
3. 74 -95 miles per hour. 
4. north and west
5. East Coast and Gulf Coast
6. wind, heavy rain, storm surge, power out

September 2013  
Answers to Easy English NEWS  
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