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Life in the U.S.A.

Hooray! You got a 
job! 

Next question: Can 
you keep it? 

To keep your job, 
you will have to be a 
valuable* employee. A 
company can’t afford* 
to keep employees who 
don’t do their work. 
In many cases, the 
most cooperative* and 
productive* employees 
will keep their jobs the 
longest. Here are some 
tips*:

 • Ask questions so that you are 
sure of what to do and how to do 
it. Don’t be afraid to ask people to 
explain things more than once. 

 • Show up* on time or a little 
early. Make sure you give your 

employer all of the hours he or she 
is paying you for. 

 • Be a team player*. Meet your co-
workers with a pleasant smile and a 
handshake. Cooperate* with them; 
don’t compete* with them. 

It is important to cooperate with your co-workers. You are all part of the same team.   
Bigstockphoto.com

Monthly Teacher’s Guide, Audio 
Recordings, and Tests available FREE at 

Elizabethclaire.com

(continued on page 10)

How to hold on to your job

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com

The new coronavirus*
In January, the world learned about a new kind of 

illness, a new coronavirus. It is very contagious*. The 
new coronavirus has symptoms* similar to the flu*: 
fever*, cough, sore throat*, and weakness*. It can 
develop into pneumonia*. 

The new coronavirus may have “jumped” to humans 
from animals such as bats or snakes. These were for sale at 
a food market in Wuhan, China. The coronavirus spread* 
from person to person in Wuhan very quickly. More than 
60,000 people in China had this illness by mid*-February. 
When people from Wuhan traveled, the illness went with 
them. It spread to more than 24 countries. 

How does the virus* spread?

The virus can travel from person to person through 
droplets* in the air when people cough. Viruses can 
enter a person’s body through the nose, mouth, and eyes. 
They can stay on things a sick person touches. People 
have never had this illness before, so we don’t have any 
immunity* to it. 

A medic* takes a sample of saliva* to test a policeman in quarantine for the new 
coronavirus in Shenzhen in south China’s Guangdong province February 11, 2020. 
FeatureChina via AP Images

The government of China has done many things to 
try to stop the coronavirus. It canceled* Chinese New 
Year celebrations, sports events, concerts, and other 
gatherings*. Schools and movie theaters closed. China 
quarantined* the entire city of Wuhan, and then

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com
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Women’s History 
Month
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The month of March is Women’s History Month in the United 
States. This month is a time to learn more about women in 
American history. In many other countries, March 8 is International 
Women’s Day.

Do women have the same rights as men?

In the 1960s, the second Women’s 
Rights Movement* began. 
Women’s groups wanted an Equal 
Rights Amendment* (ERA) to the 
Constitution*. The amendment would 
guarantee* that women have the same 
rights as men all across the country.

The Equal Rights Amendment passed 
both houses of  Congress*. It needed 
three-fourths of the states (38) to ratify* 
it. Congress put a deadline* of seven 
years for ratification by the states. Only 
35 states voted for it by the deadline. The 
ERA did not become part of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

However, Nevada, Illinois, and 
Virginia have ratified the ERA recently. 

Virginia ratified it in January. This brought the total to 38 states. 
Does that mean the ERA will become part of the Constitution? Or 
does it have to be passed by Congress again first and then ratified 
by at least 38 states? 

Women today

There are now equal rights amendments in 26 state constitutions. 
Women have been elected or appointed* to important public* 
offices. There are three women Justices* on the Supreme Court*. 
There are four women in President Donald Trump’s Cabinet*. 
There are 10 women state governors, 26 women U.S. senators, 
and 101 women in the U.S. House of Representatives*. Nineteen 
women have run for president. 

Women have taken part in every war that the U.S. has been in. 
Today, there are women generals and women in important defense* 
and national security* jobs. 

Read about Toni Morrison, the first African-American woman to 
win a Nobel Prize, on page 7.

March 2020
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Symbols of St. Patrick’s Day
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St. Patrick’s Day
March 17 is Saint* Patrick’s 

Day. It’s a very happy day for 
the Irish. On this day, Irish 
people honor* St. Patrick, 
a Catholic bishop*. Patrick 
brought Christianity* to 
Ireland in the year 432. 

St. Patrick’s Day is filled 
with good feelings. There 
are parades* in many cities. 
Anyone may be “Irish for 
a day.” Shamrocks*, pots 
of gold, leprechauns*, and 
green hats are symbols* of 
St. Patrick’s Day.  People 
wear green clothes. They put 
green color in cakes, candies, 
potatoes, milk, soda, and 
beer. They color some rivers 
green! Traditional* foods on 
St. Patrick’s Day are corned 

beef* and cabbage with potatoes. 

March is Irish-American Heritage* Month. More than 36 
million people (10% of Americans) are of Irish descent*. This is 
eight times the number of Irish people in Ireland! 

A man plays the bagpipes* in a St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17 in 
Chicago, Illinois.  Bigstockphoto.com

Read Across America!
March 2 is Read 

Across America Day! 
It is a day to read by 
yourself and to your 
children. Many schools 
have special reading 
events. 

Parents, police 
officers, government 
officials, and other 
volunteers* come into 
classrooms to read to 

children. They talk to them about books and reading. 

March 2 is Dr. Seuss’ Birthday. Dr. Seuss [SOOS] wrote and 
illustrated* many favorite books for children, such as Green Eggs 
and Ham, The Cat in the Hat, and How the Grinch Stole Christmas.

A man reads to his daughter. Bigstockphoto.com

A woman holds a sign pushing 
for states to ratify the Equal 
Rights Amendment, January 
2020.   Bigstockphoto.com
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Twenty-four states will have primary 
elections or caucuses* in March. Voters 
in those states will choose delegates* for 
their favorite candidate* for president. 
The Republican party in some states has 
canceled their state primaries in order to 
support* Donald Trump’s reelection. 

March 3 is called “Super Tuesday.” 
On this day, voters in 15 states and one 
American territory* will go to the polls*.

In the first two events in February, five 
Democratic candidates won delegates: 
Pete Buttigieg 23, Bernie Sanders 21, 
Elizabeth Warren 8, Amy Klobuchar 7, 
and Joe Biden 6. It takes 1,991 delegates 
to win the Democratic nomination*. 

Primary Elections*

Spring begins
This year, the vernal equinox* is 

March 19. It’s the first day of spring.
The number of hours of daylight and 
darkness are equal. 

Many plants begin to grow again 
in the spring. Flowers bloom*. Many 
animals come out of hibernation*. 

Bigstockphoto.com

Get ready for the census*
How many people live in the United 
States? 

The U.S. Census Bureau* estimated* 
that there were 328,239,523 people in 
the U.S. in 2019. The number of people 
changes when babies are born, when people 
die, when people move to the U.S., when 
people move out of the U.S. Every 10 
years, the government must count every 
person living in the U.S.: young, old, 
citizens and non-citizens here legally or 
illegally. This means they must count YOU 
and everyone in your family.

Don’t be afraid of the census!

The information you give to the census 
is private*. It is used so the government 
knows how much money to spend in your 
state. This money is used for important 
programs: education, public safety*, 
healthcare, job training, parks, roads, 
highways, and other projects. Places with a 
higher population* get more money.

States with more people send more 
representatives to Congress*. If a state’s 
population goes down, it might lose a 
representative. These representatives are 
the people’s voice in government. That’s 
another reason you need to be counted!

How does the U.S. Census Bureau 
count everyone?

In March, the Census Bureau will 
send out letters to every home in the 
U.S. The letter will ask each family to 
answer questions online or on the phone             
by April 1. The head of household* should 
answer these questions. His or her name 
should be Person One. He or she will be 
able to answer in English or in Arabic, 
Chinese, French, Haitian Creole, Japanese, 
Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, 
Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese.

If you do not answer by mid* April, the 
Census Bureau will send you the questions 
in English by mail. You can also get the 
written questions in Spanish. Answer the 
questions and mail it back in the self-
addressed envelope*.

from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, a census bureau 
bag, a phone, and other 
equipment. Ask to see his 
or her photo ID. Don’t 
invite the census worker to 
come inside your house. 

What will the census 
ask?

The census asks for the names, dates of 
birth, sex, and race* of each person living 
in the home on April 1, 2020. It asks if 
you own your home or pay rent. It also 
asks for your phone number. The Census 
Bureau will only call you if they need more 
information about your answers.

Watch out for census scams*!
Scammers may pretend to be census 

workers. They may try to get your 
personal information. A census worker 
will not ask you for your Social Security 
number, the name of your bank, or your 
bank and credit card account numbers.

Census workers will not ask you for 
money. They will not ask you anything 
about politics*.

Scammers may also send emails that 
look like they are from the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The Census Bureau will not ask 
you questions by email. 

Look for the photo 
ID badge that a 
census worker must 
carry and show.
Photo: U.S. Census 
Bureau

A U.S. Census Worker
Photo: U.S. Census Bureau

U.S. Census 
workers have maps 
of all the houses 
in an area. In May, 
they will go to the 
houses where no one 
has answered the 
census questions. 

IMPORTANT: 
a U.S. Census 
worker will have a 
photo ID* badge 

Daylight Saving Time (DST) begins 
Sunday, March 8.

The time for the change is early Sunday 
morning. One minute after 1:59 a.m. 
becomes 3:00 a.m. Most Americans turn 
their clocks ahead before they go to sleep 
Saturday night.

Daylight Saving Time gives more 
daylight hours in the evening. Congress* 
may pass 
a law 
someday 
to keep 
the 
country on 
DST all 
year long. 

Change your clocks

Bigstockphoto.com

Insects hatch*. Birds fly north. They 
begin to build nests. 

Everyone is happy for a change in 
the weather. People seem to have new 
energy. Gardeners start their gardens. 
Families start spring cleaning. People 
repair and paint their homes. The 
baseball season starts.

Republican candidate Donald Trump 
easily won 39 delegates in Iowa and all 
22 delegates in New Hampshire. William 
Weld won one delegate in Iowa. It takes 
1,237 delegates to win the Republican 
nomination. 

This issue of Easy English NEWS went 
to press before the other primaries in 
February: Nevada and South Carolina.

Some Democratic candidates have 
dropped out* of the race. As of our 
press time, nine Democratic candidates 
and two Republicans were still running 
for their party’s nomination. More will 
probably drop out by the end of March.  
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This is your page

Send your story to ESL@
elizabethclaire.com. Write 
your story title and your 
name in the subject line. 

Please see our website for 
Writer’s Guidelines. We 
pay $20 for each story we 
publish. Write your name 
and mailing address so we 
can send you payment if 
we print your story. Tell us 
your home country, too.

Dr. Lynn Corigliano

Five photos from  
Bigstockphoto.com

Time change
Daylight Saving Time starts 

at 2 a.m. on the second Sunday 
in March. We have to move 
the time on our clocks forward 
one hour on that day. Then, 
we move it back on the first 
Sunday in November. 

Last year, I didn’t change the 
time on the clock. I knew that I 
needed to move it forward, but 
I fell asleep.

I woke up the next morning. 
It was 6 a.m. on the clock! I 
was upset because I thought it 
was really 7 o’clock.

I jumped out of bed! I 
usually need get up at 6:30. 
My husband smiled and said, 
“Don’t worry. It’s 6 a.m. now. 
I moved the time forward last 
night.”

I was very thankful. Now 
we had enough time to eat 
breakfast.

Hatsune Omiya
Edgewater, New Jersey

(Japan)

Ordering food
My husband and I went to a 

restaurant for breakfast. He told 
me I should order food without 
his help. I thought he was 
joking. I had been in the U.S. 
for only three days.

The waiter asked what we 
wanted to order. I waited for 
my husband to tell him. He 
didn’t say anything. The waiter 
looked at me. 

I didn’t know what to do. I 
was angry. My husband was 
quiet. The waiter kept looking 

at us. Finally, I ordered my 
food in a quiet, shaking voice. 

The waiter smiled. I think 
he understood what happened. 
I was happy because he 
understood my accent. I`m 
grateful to my husband for this 
lesson. Now, I`m not afraid to 
order food in restaurants. 

Alevtina Vorobey 
Minnetonka, Minnesota 

(Russia)

Boneless 
watermelon

When I came to the United 
States, I didn’t know many 
words in English. It’s hard 
for an immigrant in the 
beginning. One day, my dad 
brought home a watermelon. 
It looked so good! I asked my 
sister if the watermelon was 
boneless. She said, “What did 
you say?” I asked her again, 
“Is the watermelon boneless?” 
She started laughing so hard. 
I asked her, “What’s so funny 
about my question?”

She looked at me and 
said, “The watermelon is not 
boneless. The watermelon is 
seedless.” She explained to 
me that the word boneless is 
for food that has the bones 
removed. The word seedless is 
for food without any seeds in 
them, like watermelon.

I felt embarrassed. I knew 
these words, but I just got 
them mixed up. It was a funny 
moment. 

Celine Al-kfouf
Mount Laurel, New Jersey

(Jordan)

Six Flags 
Amusement Park* 

I went to Six Flags 
Amusement Park with my 
sisters and family friends. 
We went to the Joker Roller 
Coaster* first. This was the 
first time I was ever on a roller 
coaster. We don’t have roller 
coasters in Pakistan.

I thought I would be really 
afraid of them, but I wasn’t! 
I didn’t close my eyes. I 
looked at the sky and the 
ground. I really enjoyed seeing 
everything from so high up. I 
had so much fun!

I want to ride on many more 
American roller coasters.  

Nimra Ahmad
Mt. Laurel, New Jersey

(Pakistan)

Animal or car
I’m from Argentina. We 

pronounce* some words in a 
different way. 

In one of my first English 
classes, my teacher asked me, 
“Aldana, what kind of car 
do you drive?” My car is a 
Jeep, so I answered, “I drive 
a Sheep.” The teacher asked 
me, “Are you sure, you drive 
a sheep to class? I answered, 
“Yes, I’m sure!”

My teacher explained that my 
pronunciation made it sound 
like I was driving an animal 
to school. We all had a good 
laugh!

Aldana Goltz 
Yonkers, New York

(Argentina)

Tai Chi* class
I’m a Chinese martial arts* 

teacher. I came to the United 
States in January 2019. I 
joined an ESL program to learn 
English. My English teacher, 
Gloria, was an 81-year-old 
retired teacher. 

Gloria had trouble walking. 
She sometimes had to use a 
cane*. She heard about the 
health benefits* of Chinese Tai 
Chi. She asked me, “Can you 
teach me Tai Chi?” I replied, 
“It’s my pleasure. I’d be glad to 
teach you.”

When she first started Tai 
Chi, she wasn’t able to finish 
all eight parts of the exercise. 
She needed to stop and rest 
often. 

However, in just two months, 
something amazing happened. 
She didn’t need her cane 
anymore! She could also finish 
all eight parts without any 
breaks. 

Chinese Tai Chi uses slow 
motions and very gentle 
movements. It’s made for 
people of all ages. It’s 
especially good for people 
who can’t do exercises such 
as aerobics*, swimming, or 
jogging.

If you practice Chinese Tai 
Chi daily, even if it’s only 
for 10 minutes, you’ll notice 
wonderful benefits. 

 Xiangming Kou 
Huntsville, Alabama

(China)

FREE at our website!
• Easy English NEWS Teacher’s
   Guides, monthly cloze exercises,   

     short-answer tests, and audio       
     recordings of 3 main articles 
• Impeachment in Simple English
• The Constitution in Simple English
• Lincoln's Gettysburg Address

• Citizenship Test Questions and        
    Answers

Elizabethclaire.com

Photo: Xiangming Kou 
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We all 
need sleep. 
During 
sleep, our 
bodies 
repair* 
our cells* 
and fight 
disease and 
infection*. 

A good night’s sleep helps 
our concentration* the next 
day. We can learn better and 
remember more. A good 
night’s sleep improves* our 
coordination*. Our reflexes* 
are faster.

Unfortunately, many people 
do not get a good night’s sleep. 
Stress*, worries, anger, low 
blood sugar*, 
and chronic* 
disease can 
make it difficult 
to get to sleep. 
People who 
work night 
shifts* may not 
sleep well in 
the daytime.

Sometimes 
we find it hard to fall asleep. 
Sometimes we wake up without 
enough sleep to refresh* our 
bodies and minds. People who 

Dear 
Elizabeth,

Whenever 
I talk to my 
American 
friends, they 
stand very 
close to me. 
They don’t 

give me enough space. It makes 
me feel uncomfortable*. Why do 
Americans stand so close?   
 
        Sincerely, 
             Lì húa

Dear Lì húa, 

That is a good observation*. 
Your American friends probably 
do stand closer than your 
friends in your home country. In 
the U.S., people generally stand 
“at arm’s length” away from a 
person they are talking to. This 
is about 30 inches. Only family 
members and sweethearts* 
come closer.

This distance may feel 
uncomfortable to people from 
China, Japan, Korea, and some 

northern European 
countries. People 
from these cultures 
generally stand 
farther away from 
each other when 
they talk (around 
36 inches). To 
those people, 
Americans seem 
to “get too close.” 
And to Americans, 
those people seem 
“cold” and distant*.

On the other hand, South 
Americans, southern Europeans, 
and Middle Eastern people 
stand even closer than 
Americans do (22-26 inches). 
When they talk to Americans, 
they often move closer to them. 
But an American may feel 
uncomfortable so close. He or 
she may back away.

You may have seen other 
differences between Americans 
and people from your home 
country. When you learn a 
new language, you expect to 
learn new words. You expect a 

Ask Elizabeth : Body language

Photo by Karen Riposo

can’t get a good night’s sleep 
often try medicines to help them 
sleep. 

I tell my patients to try 
simple non-drug ways to get to 
sleep. The suggestions* below 
have worked well.

Oxygen 

Our bodies need oxygen [O2] 

for the wake–sleep cycle*. 
Daily exercise helps the body 
get oxygen to all the cells.

Blood sugar

It is difficult to stay asleep 
when your blood sugar level* 
is low. Have a protein* food 

snack such 
as a piece 
of chicken, 
cheese, 
or fish, 
a glass 
of warm 
milk, or 
a protein 
drink. 

Your Health: A good night’s sleep
by Dr. Majid Ali

Anxiety*

It’s hard to sleep when you 
are worried or your mind is 
racing*. Avoid TV and talk 
radio before sleep. Soft music 
can help. Read a history book or 
textbook. 

Try slow deep breathing: 
inhale* gently through the nose, 

letting the belly out. Exhale* 
gently through the nose. Repeat. 
Repeat a peaceful sentence 
to yourself as you do it. For 
example, “All is well. Life is 
good. I am falling asleep.”

Meditation* and prayer help 
clear and calm* the mind. Be 
thankful for the things you 
have. 

anxiety noun. A feeling of nervousness 
or worry.
avoid verb. To stay away from.
blood sugar level noun phrase. The 
amount of glucose in a person’s blood.
caffeinated adjective. Having caffeine, 
such as coffee, Coca Cola, Pepsi, 
Mountain Dew, etc.
calm verb. To make one feel peaceful; 
quiet.
cell noun. A microscopic structural unit 
of life.
chronic adjective. Lasting a long time.
concentration noun. The ability to think 
clearly or focus on a job.
coordination noun. The ability to move 
one’s muscles correctly.
cycle noun. A circle of actions, from A to 
B to C and back to A.
exhale verb. To let air out of the lungs.
improve verb. To make something better.
infection noun. A condition in which 
microorganisms have entered the body. 
inhale verb. To breathe in.
integrative physician noun phrase. 
A medical doctor who uses modern 

WORD HELP
medicine as well as nutritional 
therapies.
low blood sugar noun phase. A low 
level of glucose in a person’s blood 
stream.
meditation noun. A state of complete 
calmness and relaxation.
night shift noun phrase. Working at 
night.
protein noun. An important nutrient in 
eggs, fish, meat, cheese, milk, beans, 
and tofu.
racing verb, present participle. 
Thinking about many things. 
reflexes noun, plural. The automatic 
responses to something new in the 
environment. 
refresh verb. To give new energy to.
repair verb. To fix something that is 
broken.
stress noun. A body’s reaction to pain, 
illness, anxiety, fear, etc.
suggestion noun. Advice about what to do.
supplement noun. Vitamins and 
minerals to help support a healthy diet.

Dr. Majid Ali is an integrative physician* and the author of many books and hundreds 
of research articles. For free information to help you make well-informed health 
decisions, visit his website: www.majidalimd.com

different grammar*. 
But there is also a new 
body language to learn. 
The eyes, the hands, 
and the whole body 
have something to 
say! In a new culture, 
you have to learn their 
meanings, too. 

Eyes

In some cultures, 
parents teach children 

not to look directly at someone. 
For them, looking directly 
at a person shows a lack* of 
respect*. Americans seem to be 
staring* at them. This makes 
them uncomfortable.

Many Americans tell their 
children, “Look at me when 
I’m talking to you.” We think 
that it is important to “make 
eye contact*” when we are 
talking to another person. It’s a 
sign of openness* and honesty. 
It shows respect. It seems to 
us that a person who doesn’t 
look at us cannot be listening. 
It seems to us that a person is 

dishonest if they don’t make 
eye contact.

Touch

People from different cultures 
have very different feelings 
about hugging* and touching. 

Many Americans hug their 
family members and friends 
when they greet* them or say 
goodbye. Psychologists* have 
written “eight hugs a day is the 
minimum* daily requirement* 
for good health.” However, 
some Americans do not enjoy 
hugging.

People from South America 
or southern Europe may 
frequently touch the person 
they are speaking to on the arm, 
hand, or shoulder. People from 
Japan and Korea may not touch 
at all when speaking.

A hug, a touch, or standing 
close may mean nothing to one 
person. It can mean romance 
to a second person. And it can 
be very offensive* to a third 
person.

Bigstockphoto.com

Dreamstime.com

Take your 
vitamin supplements* at 
bedtime.

Avoid* coffee, colas, and 
other caffeinated* drinks.
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Income* taxes: the W-2 Form*
Did you earn money in 2019? 

By January 31, employers* 
must send every employee* a 
W-2 Form. A W-2 Form tells 
how much money you earned in 
2019. (See below.) 

The W-2 Form also tells how 
much federal* and state tax was 
taken out of your pay. It shows 
how much money was taken 
out for Social Security* and 
Medicare*. 

You may have to file* an 
income tax return*. You 
must send the tax return to the 
Internal Revenue Service* 
(IRS) by April 15 this year. 
People must also file a tax return 
for state income taxes. In many 
cities people must file a local tax 
return, too. 

Unmarried people under age 
65 with wages* of $12,200 
(or if over age 65, $13,850) or 
more, must file a tax return. 
Married people with total wages 
of $24,400 ($27,000 if both are 
over 65) or more must file a tax 
return. 

The form for filing a tax 
return is called Form 1040. If 

you were born before January 
2, 1955, you can use the form 
1040-SR (Senior). It has larger 
print and more room to write.

Taxpayers can get Form 
1040 or 1040-SR at some Post 
Offices or public libraries. You 
can print forms from the IRS 
website (www.IRS.gov). 

There are many pages of 
instructions to go with the tax 
forms. You can find these at 
the IRS website, too.

Some taxpayers need 
additional forms, called 
schedules*. These schedules 
are for self-employment* 
income*, rental income, and 
other forms of income or 
deductions*. 

Withholding* taxes 

During the year, employers 
withhold federal and state tax 
from each paycheck. They send 
the taxes to the IRS and to 
your state. 

Getting a tax refund* 

Your employer may have 

accountant noun. Someone who keeps 
the financial records of a business.
accurate adjective. Completely correct.
certify verb. To officially approve of a 
person to do a job.
deduction noun. Money that you 
subtract from your income before you 
calculate your tax.
dependent noun. A person who is 
supported by the taxpayer.
employee noun. A person who works for 
wages or a salary.
employer noun. A person who gives 
another person a job.
entitled (to) verb, past participle. Have 
the right to get something.
federal adjective. National.
file verb. To send Form 1040 (or 1040-
SR) to the IRS, with information about 
income and taxes.

income noun. Money earned by 
working, investing, banking, collecting 
rent, pensions, etc. 
income tax return noun phrase. The 
Form 1040 and schedules that taxpayers 
use to report income to the government.
independent contractor noun phrase. 
A person who does some work for 
an employer, but not as a regular 
employee.
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) noun 
phrase. The agency that is responsible 
for collecting national income taxes.
legal document noun phrase. A paper 
that can be used in a court of law.
local adjective. Referring to one’s town 
or city.
Medicare noun. A national health 
insurance for people age 65+ and 
disabled people. 

owe verb. Must pay.
penalty noun. A punishment.
refund noun. Money that is returned to 
a person.
retire verb. To stop working after a 
lifetime of work.
retirement plan noun phrase. A plan to 
save for one’s old age.
schedules noun, plural. Special forms to 
report income or deductions. 
See Instrs. abbreviation: See the 
instructions. Read the directions in the 
IRS instruction booklet or with the W-2.
self employment noun phrase. Working 
as an independent contractor.
sick pay noun phrase. Pay during time 
that a person was not able to work.
Social Security noun phrase. The 
national insurance that pays benefits to 
retired workers, disabled workers, or 

children of workers who died.
tax credit noun phrase. A reduced tax, 
or if no tax is owed, a payment from the 
government to the tax filer.
tips noun, plural. Earnings by waiters, 
cab drivers, delivery people, barbers, etc., 
in addition to wages.
volunteer noun. A person who does a job 
without pay. 
W-2 form noun phrase. The paper an 
employer gives an employee, reporting 
the employee’s income and taxes.
wages noun, plural. Pay given to 
employees for work done.
withhold verb. To keep money out of 
a paycheck in order to send it to the 
government for taxes, Social Security, 
unemployment, or disability insurance 
payments.

withheld more tax than you 
owe* for the year. You could be 
entitled* to a refund from the 
government. You must file a tax 
return to get this refund.

The U.S. government wants 
to reward people for working! 
The IRS gives low-income 
workers a payment called a tax 
credit*. You can only get this 
tax credit if you file an income 
tax return.

Independent contractors* and 
the 1099 Form

If you worked as an 
independent contractor, 
your employer did not 
withhold money from your 
pay. Employers must give 
independent contractors a 1099 
form, not a W-2 form. 

Independent contractors must 
file an income tax return and 
pay federal and state income 
taxes. They must also pay 
their own Social Security and 
Medicare tax. Since they are 
self-employed, they must also 
pay the employer’s share of 
those taxes. They must file a 

Schedule C and Schedule SE. 

Where to get help with your 
taxes

Many libraries have 
volunteers* who can help you 
file your taxes. These volunteers 
may be retired* accountants* 
or tax preparers. They are 
certified* by the IRS. You 
can use their help if you made 
$56,000 or less last year, if you 
are 60 years old or older, or if 
you need help with English. 

(Go to irs.gov/Individuals/
Free-Tax-Return-Preparation-
for-You-by-Volunteers to find a 
location near you.) Check to see 
what you have to bring with you 
besides your W-2 and any 1099 
forms. 

Many people buy a computer 
program, such as Turbo Tax or 
H & R Block, to help with their 
taxes. 

Your income tax return is 
a legal document*. Sign it 
and be sure that it is true and 
accurate*. There are penalties* 
for cheating on your taxes.

NOTE: Word Help for this page is at the bottom of the page.
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11 Nonqualified plans               
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 13
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Heroes and History
Toni Morrison, “a National Treasure*” 

President Barack Obama awards 
author Toni Morrison with the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom,      
May 29, 2012, during a ceremony in 
the East Room of the White House in 
Washington. AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster

Author Toni Morrison poses with a copy of 
her book “Beloved” in New York, September 
1987. AP Photo/David Bookstaver, File

Writer Toni Morrison receives the Nobel Prize in Literature from King Carl 
XVI Gustaf of Sweden, right, in the Concert Hall in Stockholm, Sweden, 
December 10, 1993. AP Photo

by Lynn Schaefer

Toni Morrison 
Bigstockphoto.com

Works by Toni Morrison

1970 The Bluest Eye
1973 Sula
1977 Song of  Solomon
1981 Tar Baby
1978 Beloved
1992 Jazz
1997 Paradise
2003 Love
2008 A Mercy
2012 Home
2015 God Help the Child
2019 The Source of  Self- 

  Regard

A documentary movie about 
Toni Morrison and her work: 
The Pieces I Am 

Chloe Anthony Wofford loved to listen to 
her parents’ stories when she was a child. 
In school, she read everything she could 
get her hands on. She loved English class, 
and her teacher said she was a good writer. 
But she never thought about writing a book 
of her own until she was almost 40 years 
old.

Learning to love stories

She was born in Ohio in 1931, during 
the Great Depression*. Her father often 
had several jobs to make enough money. 
Her mother cleaned houses. Chloe started 
working after school at age 12 to help her 
family.   

Even though her family was poor, her 
childhood was happy. Her parents told 
stories to the children, especially ghost 
stories. “My father’s [stories] were the 
best, the scariest. We were always begging 
him to repeat the stories that terrified* us 
the most,” she said.

Her grandparents taught her about her 
family history and African-American 
heritage*. Her great-grandparents had 
been slaves*. After the Civil War, her 
grandparents became sharecroppers*. 

Actor, teacher, writer

Chloe was the first woman in her family 
to go to college. She went to Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. That’s 
when she decided to use the name “Toni,” 
short for “Anthony,” her middle name. In 
summers, she joined an acting group that 
traveled to the South. They put on plays for 
mostly black audiences*. She felt the pain 
of segregation*.

She fell in love with Harold Morrison, 
a Jamaican. They were married just six 
years. But they were too different. The 
marriage didn’t work. They divorced, 
leaving Toni with two children to support* 
and care for. 

Later, Toni Morrison taught at Howard 
University. She joined a writer’s group 
there and wrote her first short story. It was 
about a black girl who thought she was 
ugly and wished she had blue eyes.

Stories to tell

In 1965, Morrison got a job as an 
editor* at a publishing* company in New 
York. As an editor, she helped to promote* 
books by African-American writers. She 
became more serious about writing novels* 
herself. She had stories she wanted to tell!

She expanded* her short story into 
a book. It became her first novel, The 
Bluest Eye. Morrison went on to write 11 
novels. She wrote poems, plays, children’s 
books, and non-fiction* books. Many of 
her works were about the experiences of 
African Americans in white society*. Her 
fifth novel, Beloved, was a great success. 
It was on the New York Times best-seller* 
list for almost a year. 

Toni Morrison didn’t like to be called 
a “black writer.” She didn’t think about 
winning awards*. She just wanted to tell 
stories. She became one of America’s most  
famous storytellers.

One award after another

And the awards came. In 1988, Morrison 
won the Pulitzer Prize* for fiction. 
In 1993, she won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature*. In 1998, Oprah Winfrey 

Chloe [KLOH ee] produced 
Beloved as a 
powerful*, 
emotional* 
movie. 

In 2012, 
President 
Barack 
Obama gave 
Morrison 
the highest 
honor* for 
an American 
civilian*, the 
Presidential 
Medal of 
Freedom. He 
called her “a national treasure.”

In her last years, Morrison was in a great 
deal of pain and couldn’t walk or stand. 
She got around in a wheelchair*. But 
when she wrote, she didn’t feel any pain. 
“Writing protects me from pain,” she said.

Toni Morrison died on August 5, 2019, at 
the age of 88. At her memorial service*, 
Oprah 
Winfrey 
said 
Morrison’s 
writing 
“turns you 
upside 
down. For 
me, there is 
no greater 
writer.” 

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com
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Crossword Puzzle

Across
 1. White vegetables that grow 

in the ground
 9. Friendly hello
 11. This happens when water 

turns into a vapor (gas) 
 13. American Association 

of Retired People 
(abbreviation)

 14. Arkansas (abbreviation)
 15.  Negative word: We do ___ 

want to fail.
 16. Small organs of the body 

that produce hormones, 
saliva, digestive juices, 
perspiration

18. Delaware (abbreviation)
 19. Eddie Earl’s initials
 20. To hold tightly onto 

something  

 22. A bison  ___ grass. 
 24. A continent west of Asia
 26. Street (abbreviation)
 27. A skunk _____ bad.
 28. An elephant’s tooth
 32. A state near Minnesota
 36.  California (abbreviation)
 37. Did better than the others.

Down
 1. You need these to make a 

peach pie.
 2.  Eggs (scientific word, plural 

of ovum)
 3.  Something to aim at
 4. Fruit that can be red, yellow, 

or green. 
 5.  Let’s go __ Kyung Soo’s 

house. (preposition)
 6. These round fruits grow well 

in Florida and California.
 7. Part of the ear
 8. Saint (abbreviation)
 9. A part of a jacket that keeps 

your head warm
 10. Wanting to learn  about 

something: Chen is ___ in 
American history.

 12. Preposition: Marc is __ the 
classroom now.

 17. Male parent (of a prize 
animal)

 21. A country east of Germany
 23. A storage room at the top of 

a house
 25. Plaza  (abbreviation)
 29. United States of America 

(abbreviation)
 30. South Carolina 

(abbreviation)
 31. Knock out punch 

(abbreviation)
 33. Opposite of yes

11.

Have you heard people use these idioms? 
Illustrations by Dave Nicholson 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25

26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35

36 37

A factory that made expensive crystal* glasses 
had a new worker in the packing department. The 
supervisor explained the job to her. “Stamp the side 
of each box with this stamp: Handle with care. This 
side up.”

At the end of the day the 
employer was happy to see all 
the boxes stamped. “Great job!” 
he said to the new worker. 

“Thank you,” said the 
worker. “And to be extra sure, 
I stamped the bottom of the 
boxes, too.” 

Funny Stuff

 34.  Syracuse University 
(abbreviation)

 35.  Pronoun for a thing: I lost 
my pen. Have you seen ___?

 1. straight from the 
horse’s mouth
to get information from a 
person who knows the facts

Andy: “How do you know 
Darlene is moving to 
another city?” 
Wendy: “I heard it 
straight from the horse’s 
mouth. She told me 
yesterday.”

We’re all going to lose our 
jobs. I heard it straight 
from the horse’s mouth! 
Our boss told me the news 
yesterday. 

 2. a rotten (or bad) 
apple
a person who causes 
problems for others; a 
person who can cause 
others to turn bad

One student would not 
stop talking in class today, 
so the teacher canceled* 
next week’s field trip. One 
rotten apple ruined the trip 
for everyone.

Most bankers are honest 
people. But Kim was a rotten 
apple. She stole money and 
was sent to jail.

 3. a dark horse
an unknown person who 
enters a race or contest

If none of the candidates* 
win enough delegates*, 
a dark horse may win the 
nomination*.

A dark horse won the 
singing contest on TV last 
night. No one had heard of 
her until yesterday. Now 
she’s famous!

 4. to egg someone on
To encourage someone to 
continue doing something 
(often something dangerous 
or embarrassing)

My brothers fight all the 
time. My sister eggs them 
on to keep fighting.

Beverly didn’t want to sing  
at the company party, but 
her coworkers egged her 
on. She sang five songs!
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(continued from page 1)
•  Have a good relationship with 

your supervisor* or manager. 
Be sure he or she knows 
about the work you are doing. 
Thank her or him for any 
help you get. Be able to take 
criticism*. 

•  Go above and beyond* 
what people expect from 
you. Show an interest in 
the company. Find out more 
about its beginnings, its 
products, its customers, and 
its competitors*. What are 
the company’s plans for the 
future? What is the company’s 
mission*?

•  Help the company make 
money. Help your manager 
or supervisor meet the team’s 
goals*.

•  Build your boss’s trust* in 
you. If you say you’ll do 
something by a certain time, 
do what you say you’ll do. 
Keep the boss informed* 
about your progress*. 
Quickly let the boss know if 
you need more time or help. 

•  If you make a mistake, admit 
it. Don’t blame* others. 

•  Keep your work space neat.
•  Be flexible*. Be willing to 

put in extra hours or work 
weekends. 

•  Get enough sleep so 
you can be wide awake 
at work. Eat well and 
exercise so you can stay 
healthy and not lose time 
at work. 

Some don’ts: 

•  Don’t take long breaks* 
or long lunch times. Don’t 
leave early when there is 
work to do.

•  Don’t make or take 
personal phone calls while 
you are on the job. Return 
calls during your break or 
lunch time.

•  Don’t use the computer for 
your personal tasks. Don’t 
shop online, write on 
Facebook, surf the web*, 
or play games on company 
time*. 

•  Don’t smoke indoors or 
near the entrance doors. 
If you smoke, brush your 
clothes before you come 
in. Don’t throw cigarette 
butts* on company 
property. 

•  Don’t gossip* or 
complain* at work. 

•  Don’t brag* in front of 
other employees. However, 
if you do something extra, 

be sure the management 
knows about it. 

•  Don’t harass* other 
employees. Don’t tell 
sex jokes. Don’t make 
comments* about a 
person’s body or clothing. 
Don’t tease* a person 
about his or her weight, 
age, religion, language, or 
gender*.  

•  Don’t do drugs! 

What if you hate your job?

Your job may be difficult, 
boring, dirty, or dangerous. You 
may not like your boss. Some 
supervisors or business owners, 

unfortunately, have never 
learned to be good bosses. 

If you hate the job or 
your boss, don’t post* your 
opinions* on Facebook. 
Remember that your boss has 
power over your paycheck. A 
good job is hard to find.

Be positive*. See the bright 
side* of things. A steady* 
paycheck is a good thing. You 
need this job until you can find 
another. It’s less stressful* to 
look for a new job when you 
still have a job. 

How to hold on to your job

A supervisor* explains how to do a job to a new employee.  
Bigstockphoto.com

The impeachment trial* of President 
Donald Trump is over. 

The House of Representatives* had 
impeached President Donald Trump 
on December 18. There have been 45 
presidents of the United States since 1787. 
President Trump was the third president to 
ever be impeached. 

There were two Articles of 
Impeachment*. They accused the President 
of Abuse of Power* and Obstruction of 
Congress*.

The rules of the trial

The trial began in the Senate on January 
21. It takes two-thirds of the Senate (67) 
to remove*a president. Fifty-three senators 
are Republican. Forty-seven senators are 
Democrat. President Trump is Republican.

All senators had to be in the Senate for 
the trial. They were not allowed to have 
cell phones, computers, or food at their 
desks. They were not allowed to talk. The 
Chief Justice* of the Supreme Court*, 
John Roberts, presided* over the trial. 

First, the House managers* had three 
days to present their evidence*. They 
showed that the President had tried to get 

the president of 
Ukraine to help 
him in the U.S. 
2020 election. They 
showed how he 
had prevented* 
Congress from 
getting any 
witnesses* or 
documents*. 

Next, the 
President’s 
defense* lawyers 
had three days 
to speak. They 
explained that the 
President had done 
nothing wrong. He 
had not committed* 
any crime. They gave 
reasons to acquit* the President.

After that, there were two days for 
questions. The Senators wrote their 
questions. The Chief Justice read each 
question. The House managers and the 
President’s lawyers had to answer each 
question in five minutes or less.

After that, the Democratic senators 
wanted to call witnesses. The Republican 
senators did not want witnesses. They voted 

51 to 47 against calling witnesses. 

Then each of the senators spoke for 
or against removing the president. On 
February 5, the senators voted. All of the 
Democratic senators voted guilty. All of the 
Republicans except one voted not guilty. 
The president was acquitted. He will stay in 
office. He hopes to win a second term* in 
the November election.

Senate* says Trump is “not guilty*”

U.S. President Donald Trump holds a newspaper in the East Room at the White House in 
Washington as he talks about his Senate impeachment trial on February 6, 2020. Photo 
by Yuri Gripas/Abaca/Sipa USA(Sipa via AP Images)
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Chinese tourists have stopped going to 
other countries. 

Flu season in the U.S. 

It is not likely* that there will be an 
epidemic* of the new coronavirus in the 
United States. However, October to March 
is flu season in the United States. Every 
year,  there are many people who get 
sick with the flu. They have fever, sore 
throat, muscle aches*, weakness, chills*, 
headache, runny nose*, and cough. Most 
people who get the flu don’t need medical 
treatment. They stay home, rest in bed for 
a week or more, and drink lots of fluids.

In the past four months, 26 million 
Americans have had the flu. Last year 
34,200 people died from the flu. Doctors 
treat bad cases of the flu with antiviral* 
medicine. 

Preventing the flu

The CDC recommends that most people 
get a flu shot* to prevent* the flu. 
Avoid* crowds*. If anyone is sneezing 
or coughing around you, move away…far 
away.

Easy English NEWS
Published by ..................Elizabeth Claire, Inc.
Editor ....................................Elizabeth Claire
Managing Editor .....................Carol Brigham
This Is Your Page Editor  ...Dr. Lynn Corigliano
Copy Editors............Fran Davis, Sharon Flynn,  

Lynn Schaefer, Nadine Simms,
Cathie Whitmire

Writers ................ Elizabeth Claire, Majid Ali,  
Carol Brigham, Lynn Schaefer

Customer Service .....................Amanda Scott 
Elaine Simpson

Circulation ...............................GT Marketing 
Illustrations  ..........................Dave Nicholson
Printed by ... Trumbull Printers, Trumbull, CT

   Welcome to the United States! Our 
purpose is to help newcomers learn 
English while they learn about the 
culture, customs, laws, holidays, history, 
heroes, geography, and government of 
the U.S.

   Easy English NEWS is published ten 
months a year, from September to June. 
It is sold by subscription. Class discounts 
are available. A monthly Teacher’s Guide 
and Reproducible Quizzes are included 
in every subscription. Additional teacher 
aids, audio recordings, and monthly tests 
are available at our website. 

   Stories for This Is Your Page should 
be sent by email. Please see the writers’ 
guidelines at our website. 

   All material in Easy English NEWS 
is protected by copyright. It is against 
the law to photocopy it without written 
permission from the publisher.

Easy English NEWS 
2100 McComas Way, Suite 607 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

©2020 Elizabeth Claire, Inc.    
ISSN: 1091-4951

Telephone: (757) 430-4308
Toll free: (888) 296-1090

Fax: (757) 430-4309    
Email: ESL@elizabethclaire.com

Website: www.elizabethclaire.com

You may photocopy these order forms.

MAIL order form to: Easy English NEWS, 2100 McComas Way, Suite 607, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456  or  FAX it to: (757) 430-4309

Prices below are per copy per month for the U.S., 
Canada, and Mexico. FREE shipping! 

 Copies you want         Price per copy              Cost per
each month      (see chart above)             month

X = $
Number of months  
(no July or August) 

Total Cost = $

1 copy...........................$4.50
2-3 copies............$3.50 each
4-9 copies............$3.20 each
10-14 copies........$2.80 each
15-19 copies........$2.50 each
20-49 copies........$2.00 each

50-99 copies.........$1.75 each
100-199 copies.....$1.50 each
200-499 copies.....$1.30 each
500+ copies..........$1.10 each

Send to (Please Print)  ________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________   State __________    
ZIP Code _________  Telephone  _______________________    
Email ______________________________________________ 
     

       I have enclosed a check for $________ (U.S. funds), payable to  

      Easy English NEWS.  
      

      I will pay by an Authorized Purchase Order PO # _______________ 

      

      I am paying by Visa or Mastercard #:_________________________  

      Exp. Date ______ Signature: ______________________________

Subscribe to Easy English NEWS! 

Start with the month of _____________________________.  

(We don’t print in July or August) 

(continued on page 11)

11 other cities. No one was allowed to leave 
the cities. People had to stay in their homes. 
Wuhan built two temporary* hospitals for 
people sick with the coronavirus.

World Health emergency

When the coronavirus spread to other 
countries, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) declared* a global* health 
emergency. WHO says that this virus is 
dangerous, but there is a good chance of 
stopping it.

Doctors need to learn more about the 
coronavirus. What medicines can treat it? 
How quickly can they make a vaccine*? 

Many people recover* from the 
coronavirus without any medical treatment. 
Other people may have the virus and never 
know it. They can still spread the disease, 
however.

In the United States

In January, the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) declared a national health 
emergency in the United States. At airports, 
nurses test people who have arrived 
from China. These people must stay in 
quarantine for 14 days. Many 
airlines canceled flights* to and 
from China. Non-Americans 
who have traveled to China in 
the past 14 days may not enter 
the U.S. There were 16 cases of 
coronavirus illness in the U.S. as 
of February 13. 

Economic* problems

This new illness is affecting 
the world’s business and trade. 
For example, Chinese factories 
make many of the auto parts 
and electronic things that 
are needed in other countries.             

The new coronavirus

Airline workers take passengers’ temperatures to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus before the plane lands  at Beijing International Airport 
in China, February. 4, 2020. AP Photo/Andy Wong

(continued from page 1)
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Let’s talk about it
The new coronavirus  
(pages 1, 10, and 11)
 1. Where did the coronavirus 

begin?
 2. What is the Chinese 

government doing about it?
 3. What did the World Health 

Organization do? Why?
 4.  What did the U.S. CDC do?
 5. What are new rules about 

people coming into the U.S.?
 6.  What have you heard about 

coronavirus in your home 
country? 

 7. When is flu season in the 
United States? How many 
Americans have already had 
the flu this year?

 8. What are some symptoms of 
the flu?

 9. Have you ever had the flu? 
Tell about it.

 10. What can a person do if they 
get the flu? 

 11. What are some things to do 
so you won’t get the flu?

 12. Tell the meaning of these 
words: symptom, fever, 
contagious, immunity, 
recover, spread, cancel, 
quarantine, CDC, crowd, 
vaccine.

How to hold on to your job 
(pages 1 and 9)
 1. Give 10 tips for being a 

valuable employee.
 2. What are some things NOT 

to do at work?
 3. Why should you give good 

customer service?
 4. Why is it a bad idea to tease 

people at work?
 5. Tell the meaning of these 

words: cooperative, blame, 
productive, show up, brag, 

compete, supervisor, gossip,  
competitor, surf the web. 

Events in March  
(pages 2 and 3)
 1. What is the purpose of 

Women’s History Month?
 2. What was the Equal Rights 

Amendment? Did it become 
part of the Constitution?

 3. How are the rights of men 
and women different in your 
home country?

 4.  Why is it important to read?
 5. What are some customs on 

St. Patrick’s Day in the U.S.? 
 6. What changes does spring 

bring to your part of the 
country?

 7. What is “Super Tuesday”?
 8. Have you watched the 

Democratic debates? What 
did you think?

 9. Why does the U.S. need to 
count the people living here?

 10.  Who must be counted in the 
census?

 11. There are several ways to 
complete census questions. 
Name three of these ways.

 12. Who should answer the 
census questions for each 
family?

 13. How can you know a person 
is an official census worker?

 14. Name three things a census 
worker won’t ask for.

 15.  Tell the meaning of 
these words: amendment, 
guarantee, ratify, Cabinet, 
candidate, caucus, 
traditional, hatch, bloom, 
hibernation, primary 
election, delegate, estimated, 
private, head of household, 
photo ID, scams, politics. 

This is your page (page 4)

 1. Do clocks change for 
daylight saving time in your 
home country? When does it 
happen?

 2. Have you had trouble 
ordering food or asking 
questions in a restaurant? 
Tell about it.

 3. Have you ever confused 
words in English? Tell about 
it.

 4. Have you ever ridden a 
roller coaster? Are there 
roller coasters in your home 
country?

 5. What English sounds are 
hard for you to pronounce?

 6. What exercises are popular 
in your home country?

 7. Tell the meaning of these 
words: amusement park, 
roller coaster, pronounce, 
martial arts, benefits. 

Ask Elizabeth: Body language 
(page 5)
 1. What kinds of body 

language have you noticed 
in the U.S.? How do you use 
body language in your home 
country?

 2. Tell the meaning of these 
words: make eye contact, 
observation, openness, distant.

Your Health: A good night’s 
sleep (page 5)
 1. Tell five benefits of sleep.
 2. Tell five reasons why people 

might not get a good night’s 
sleep.

 3. What is one way to help our 
bodies get oxygen?

 4.  What are five ways to help 
calm anxiety before bed?

 5. Do you ever have trouble 
sleeping? Is there anything 

you do that helps you fall 
asleep?

 6. Tell the meaning of these 
words: meditation, cycle, 
avoid, caffeinated, stress, 
night shift.

Income taxes (page 6)
 1. Who must file an income tax 

return? Who doesn’t have to?
 2. Why should people file an 

income tax return even when 
they don’t have to? 

 3. Did you get a W-2 this year? 
A 1099?

 4. Where can a person get help 
to file an income tax return?

 5. Tell the meaning of these 
words: accurate, Internal 
Revenue Service, refund,  
W-2 form, dependent, 
Medicare, tax credit, wages. 

Heroes and History:  
Toni Morrison (page 7)
 1. What was Toni Morrison’s 

name as a child?
 2.  What career did she choose? 
 3. What did she learn when she 

traveled in the South?
 4. Why did she write the short 

story The Bluest Eye?
 5. What book of hers was on 

the best seller list for a year?
 6. What honors did she win?
 7. What did President Obama 

say about her?
 8. Tell the meaning of these 

words: terrified, heritage, 
sharecroppers, sting, best-
seller, support, honor, 
civilian. 

Senate says Trump is “not 
guilty” (page 9)
 1. What were the two Articles 

of Impeachment?
 2.  What did the House 

Managers show in their 
presentation in the Senate?

 3. What did the President’s 
lawyers show in their 
presentation in the Senate?

 4. How did the senators ask 
questions?

 5. Why were there no new 
witnesses at the trial?

 6. Why was the president 
acquitted?

 7. Tell the meaning of these 
words: remove, Chief 
Justice, evidence, document.

Answers to  
Crossword Puzzle

POTATOESHI

EVAPORATION

AARPARNOT

CGLANDSDE

HEEGRIPR

EATSEUROPE

STSMELLS

TUSKAT

WISCONSINE

CAOUTDIDWash your hands after 
touching public* doors, public 
stair railings, or toilet flush 
handles. Wash your hands after 
sneezing, coughing, or using 
the toilet. Carry a little bottle of 
hand sanitizer* with you.

Push public doors open with 
your elbow. Use a paper towel 
to turn door handles. Avoid 
touching your eyes, nose, and 

The new coronavirus
(continued from page 10)

mouth with unwashed hands.

Stay home when you are sick. 
Cover your cough or sneeze 
with a tissue and throw the 
tissue in the trash. 

Have plenty of food and 
health care supplies* at home 
so you won’t have to go out to 
get them if you become sick 
with the flu. 

If you become ill with the 
flu or coronavirus, stay home. 
Drink lots of fluids*: juice, 
herbal teas, and chicken soup. 
Rest. Call your health care 
professional if you have a high 
fever or feel very sick. People 
who are at high risk* should 
take flu antiviral* medicine 
quickly if they get sick.

Perfect for multi-level classrooms, 
The New Boy Is Lost! is an exciting 
story with a picture for every sentence. 
It’s a “novel approach” to systematic 
language acquisition. Survival skills, 
problem-solving skills, and themes of 
courage, persistence, and multicultural 
cooperation are woven throughout this 
simply written dramatic novel.

The New Boy is Lost! 
by Elizabeth Claire
An ESL Picture-Novel

Don’t 
forget the  
Teacher’s 

Guide!ESL students of all ages will 
identify with Taro, a 12-year-old new 
arrival who worries about making 
friends and learning English. Based on 
a true story.

Take your students on an adventure 
with Taro...just $14.00. FREE shipping!

To order, call us at 888-296-1090 or visit our website:   
  Elizabethclaire.com
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Some of the words below have many meanings. We give only the 
meanings you need for this month’s newspaper.

WORD HELP
above and beyond idiom. Much 
more than what is needed.
abuse of power noun phrase. 
Using one’s power for acts that 
are not allowed.
ache [ayk] noun. Pain.
acquit verb. To say a person is not 
guilty of a crime or wrongdoing.
aerobics [ayr OH biks] noun, 
plural. Fast exercises that make 
the heart stronger.
afford verb. To have enough 
money to pay for something.
amusement park noun. A place 
for fun with rides and shows.
antiviral adjective. Against a 
virus (not against a bacteria).
appoint verb. To name a person 
to an important job.
Article of Impeachment noun 
phrase. A formal accusation of 
wrongdoing.
audience noun. A group of 
people watching and listening. 
avoid verb. To stay away from.
award noun. Prize for doing 
something excellent. 
bagpipes noun. A musical 
instrument with reed pipes, 
common in Scotland and Ireland.
benefit noun. A good or helpful 
result.
best-seller noun. A popular book 
that many people have bought. 
bishop noun. A high official in 
a Christian church.
blame verb. To say that 
someone else caused a problem.
brag verb. To boast; to talk 
about one’s own good points.
bloom verb. To open, as a flower.
break noun. A short rest from 
work to go to the bathroom, eat 
a snack, etc.
bright side noun phrase, idiom. 
(to look at the) to see the good 
side of an event.
Cabinet noun. The government 
leaders who advise the President.
cancel verb. To stop something 
from happening.
candidate noun. A person who 
wants to be elected.
cane noun. A stick that supports 
people who have trouble walking.
caucus noun. A political meeting 
to choose delegates for a 
candidate. 
census noun. The official count 
of people.
Census Bureau noun phrase. 
The government agency that 
counts people in the U.S.
Chief Justice noun phrase. 
The leader of the judges in the 
Supreme Court.
chills noun, plural. One’s body 
shaking from feeling cold.
Christianity noun. A religion 
based on the teachings of Jesus. 
cigarette butt noun phrase. The 
part of a cigarette that has not 
been smoked.
civilian noun. A person who is 
not in the military.
comment verb. To say 
something about a topic.
company time noun phrase. 
Time that an employer pays an 
employee to work.
compete verb. To try to outdo 
another person.
commit verb. To do (a crime).
competitor noun. A business 
that sells the same products or 
services as another company.
complain verb. To say what is 
wrong with something.
Congress noun. The elected 
lawmakers of the U.S.: House of 
Representatives and the Senate.

Constitution noun. The basic 
laws of the United States.
contagious [k’n TAY juhs] 
adjective. Able to travel from 
person to person (as an illness).
cooperate [koh AH puhr ayt] 
verb. To work well with others.
cooperative [koh AH puhr uh 
tihv] adjective. Working well 
with others to do a job.
corned beef noun. Beef 
prepared with water, salt, sugar, 
and spices and then boiled.
coronavirus noun, proper. A 
new strain of virus that started in 
January 2020 in Wuhan, China.
criticism noun. Words and 
advice given to fix mistakes and 
make improvements.
crowd noun. A large group of 
people together.
crystal adjective. Made of 
delicate, easy to break glass.
deadline noun. The time by 
which something has to be done.
declare verb. To say in an 
official way.
defense noun. 1. Protection by 
a lawyer in a trial. 2. Protection 
against an enemy.
delegate noun. A person who is 
elected to go to a convention.
descent noun. (of Irish 
descent) Having (Irish) parents, 
grandparents, etc.
distant adjective. Not friendly, 
not showing emotion.
document noun. Papers with 
important information.
drop out verb phrase, idiom. To 
quit an election or contest.
droplet noun. A tiny drop of 
liquid in the air.
economic adjective. Having to 
do with the state of a country’s 
financial well-being. 
editor noun. A person who checks 
and corrects written materials.
emotional adjective. With 
strong feelings.
epidemic [eh pih DEHM ik] 
noun. An illness that affects 
many people in a city, country, 
or state.
Equal Rights Amendment noun 
phrase. A proposed amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution for equal 
treatment for women and men.
estimate verb. To guess a 
number without all the facts.
evidence noun. Facts that 
prove something is true.
expand verb. Make something 
larger.  
fever noun. A body temperature 
of over 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit.
flexible adjective. Able to change.
flight noun. An airplane trip.
flu noun. An illness with fever, 
headache, cough, sore throat.
flu shot noun phrase. A vaccine 
to prevent the flu.
fluid noun. Liquid such as 
water, juice, tea, soup.
gathering noun. A group of 
people together.
gender noun. Sex; male or female.
global adjective. Around the 
whole world.
goal noun. An intention that a 
person wants to accomplish.
gossip verb. To talk about 
others’ personal lives when they 
are not present.
grammar noun. Rules for 
constructing sentences.
Great Depression noun phrase. 
The time in the 1930s when many 
businesses failed and people had 
no jobs.
greet verb. To say polite words 

to a person who has just arrived.
guarantee verb. To promise 
goods or services of high quality.
guilty adjective. Judged to have 
done something wrong.
harass [huh RAS] verb. To 
annoy another person or group 
repeatedly with words or deeds.
hatch verb. To come out of an egg.
head of household noun. A 
parent or other person in charge 
of the home. 
heritage noun. Traditions, 
language, culture, etc., that 
come from previous generations.
hibernation noun. A long 
period of sleep in the winter. 
honor 1. verb. To celebrate or 
show respect for a person. 2. 
noun. A public award or praise 
for doing something good.
House of Representatives noun 
phrase. One of the two houses 
of Congress that make laws for 
the U.S.
hugging noun. Putting one’s 
arms around another person, to 
show affection.
illustrate verb. To draw 
pictures for a book.
immunity [ih MYOO nuh tee] 
noun. An ability to resist an 
illness. 
impeachment trial noun 
phrase. The trial in the Senate 
on the charges of wrong doing 
by the president.
informed adjective. Having 
knowledge of a project or situation.
Justice noun. A judge on the 
Supreme Court.
lack noun. The state of not 
having something.
leprechaun [LEH pruh KAHN] 
noun. A tiny imaginary man 
who lives in the woods, tricks 
people, and hides pots of gold.
likely adjective. Having a 
strong possibility of happening. 
make eye contact verb phrase. 
To look into a person’s eyes.
managers noun phrase, plural. 
Members of the House of 
Representatives who presented 
the case against the President.
martial arts noun, plural. Asian 
sports used for self-defense or 
attack.
medic noun. A person who is 
trained to give medical help to 
people.
memorial service noun phrase. 
An event to honor a person who 
has died.
mid adjective. In the middle of.
minimum adjective. The lowest 
amount.
mission noun. The purpose and 
direction of a business company.
national security noun phrase. 
The safe condition of the country.
Nobel Prize for Literature 
noun phrase. A prize for an 
author whose writing has been a 
benefit to society.
nomination noun. Chosen to be 
a party’s candidate.
non-fiction noun. Books and 
stories about true events.
novel noun. A book about people 
and events that are not real.
observation noun. Something 
a person can learn by listening 
and watching.
obstruction of Congress noun 
phrase. Preventing Congress 
from doing its job.
offensive adjective. Insulting.
openness noun. Not hiding 
one’s true thoughts or feelings.
opinion noun. One’s own ideas 
about a subject.
parade noun. A march of people, 
cars, bands, floats down a street.

photo ID noun phrase. An 
identification card with a 
person’s picture on it.
pneumonia [noo MOH nyuh]
noun. A serious illness of the 
lungs.
politics noun. Ideas and 
activities for government.
polls noun, plural. The places 
where people vote.
population noun. The number 
of people in a place.
positive adjective. Affirmative; 
the good side; not negative.
post verb. To put a message on 
a website for others to see.
powerful adjective. Strong.
preside verb. To be in charge 
of a trial or meeting.
prevent verb. To stop 
something from happening.
primary election noun phrase. 
An election in a state to choose 
a political party’s delegates to 
the national convention.
private adjective. Personal; not 
shared with other people.
productive adjective. Able to 
produce results, doing good work.
progress noun. A forward 
movement to a goal.
promote verb. Help something 
to happen, increase, or become 
more popular.
pronounce verb. To say; 
make the sounds of words.
psychologist [siy KAH loh jist] 
noun. A scientist who studies 
the human mind.
public adjective. Open to 
anyone in a community. 
public safety noun. Programs 
that help keep a community 
safe; fire fighters, police, etc.
publishing noun. The 
profession of printing books.
Pulitzer Prize noun phrase. 
A prize for excellence in 
journalism, literature, and music.
quarantine [KWAHR uhn 
TEEN] verb. To keep a person 
away from other people in order 
to prevent spreading a disease.
race noun. A group of people 
with similar characteristics such 
as skin color.
ratify verb. To vote for an 
amendment to the Constitution.
recover verb. To get better from 
an illness.
remove verb. To take away from.
representative noun. A person 
who is elected to speak for and 
vote for a group of people.
requirement noun. Something 
that is needed or must be done.
respect noun. Showing another 
person that he or she is valued 
and important.
risk noun. A danger. 
roller coaster noun. A very fast 
and scary ride. 
runny nose noun phrase, idiom. 
Thin mucus in the nose that drips.
saint noun. A holy person who 
has done miracles.
saliva noun. Liquid in the 
mouth.
sanitizer noun. A liquid that 
kills germs.
scam noun. A trick to get 
people’s money.
segregation noun. Separation of 
white and black people.
self-addressed envelope noun 
phrase. An envelope that has an 
address already written on it.
Senate noun. The “upper 
house” of Congress, with two 
senators from each state.  
shamrock noun. A three-leaf 
clover.
sharecropper noun. A farmer 
who works on land that belongs 

to someone else, and has to pay 
half of his or her crops to that 
person.
show up verb phrase, idiom. To 
arrive, to appear.
society noun. People living 
together in a community.
slave noun. A person who is 
owned by another person.
spread verb. To move to more 
people and areas. 
stare verb. To look at someone 
or something for too long.
steady adjective. Happening 
regularly; not changing.
strain noun. A type of virus 
with different genetic qualities.
stressful adjective. Causing a 
person to become upset.
supervisor noun. A person in 
charge of a job or project; a boss.
supplies noun, plural. Things 
that are needed to do a job.
support verb.To give assistance 
to; to pay for someone’s needs.
Supreme Court noun phrase. 
The highest court in the country.
surf the web verb phrase, 
idiom. To go to many websites 
for entertainment, information, 
or shopping.
sweetheart noun. A person that 
is loved; a boyfriend, wife, etc.
symbol noun. Something that 
represents something else. 
symptom noun. A sign of an 
illness such as fever, cough, etc.
Tai Chi noun. A Chinese martial 
art with slow, gentle movements.
team player noun phrase. A 
person in a group who helps the 
others so the group can win.
tease verb. To make fun of a 
person’s name, appearance, 
ideas, language, or actions.
temporary adjective. Lasting a 
short time; not permanent.
term noun. A period of time to 
be in an elected job.
terrified adjective. Very scared.
territory noun. Land that is part 
of the U.S. but is not a state.
throat noun. The back part of 
the mouth.
tips noun, plural. Ideas; advice.
traditional adjective. Done in 
the old way of doing things. 
treasure noun. Riches, valuable 
diamonds, gold, and jewels.
trust verb. To believe that 
another person is honest and will 
do what he or she promises.
uncomfortable adjective. 
Feeling pain, discomfort, or 
embarrassment.
vaccine [VAK SEEN] noun. A 
medicine that can prevent an 
illness.
valuable adjective. Important; 
worth a lot.
vernal equinox noun phrase, 
Latin. Equal night and daylight 
hours on the first day of spring.
virus [VIY rihs] noun. A tiny 
living thing that can cause 
disease. A virus enters a body 
cell and causes the cell to make 
more of the virus.
volunteer noun. A person who 
works willingly, with no pay.
weakness noun. Inability to 
do work; opposite of strength. 
wheelchair noun. A chair with 
wheels for a person who cannot 
walk or stand for a long time.
witness noun. A person who 
has information about a crime.
Women’s Rights Movement 
noun phrase. Groups who worked 
during the 1970s and 1980s to get 
additional rights for women. 


