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On December 18, the United 
States House of Representatives* 
voted to impeach* President Donald 
Trump. There were two articles of 
impeachment*: 1. Abuse of power* 
and 2. Obstruction of Congress*. 

Only 
Democrats 
in the House 
had voted for 
impeachment. 
All Republicans 
had voted 
against it.

The House 
sent the articles 
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You may need a resumé when 
you apply for a job. A resumé is a 
document* with information about 
you for a prospective* employer*. 
It helps an employer learn about your 
education, skills*, and other jobs you 
have had. It tells an employer how to 
contact* you.

Most people use a one-page resumé. 
People with many years' of work 
experience* may have a two or three-
page resumé. In any case, you must 
prepare it carefully and neatly. The 
resumé may be the first impression* 
an employer gets about you.  

How to write a resumé

Make a list of your strengths*, your 
accomplishments*, your education, 
and your work experience for the kind 
of job you want. You can prepare 
different resumés for different kinds of 
jobs. It may take a few hours to write 
the first draft*. Then organize* it 

Life in the U.S.A.
Writing a resumé*

(continued on page 9)

See page 10 for prices and ordering information.

and format* it on the page. It should be 
easy to read. Your best qualities* should 
stand out. (See the sample resumé on 
page 9.) 

Employers 
may get 
hundreds of 
resumés. They 
take less than 
a minute or 
only a few 
seconds to 
read each one. 

Organize the 
resumé

You can 
download a 
free template* 
at hloom.com/resume-examples/. 

At the top of the page, type your name. 
Under that, type your telephone number, 

Monthly Teacher’s Guide, Audio Recordings, 
and Tests available FREE at Elizabethclaire.com

Happy Valentine’s Day to all our readers!

A resumé  Bigstockphoto.com

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.comThe President on trial*

What happens next? 

(continued on page 11)

You can read more about 
the impeachment and trial at 
our website:  
Elizabethclaire.com

President Donald Trump 
Bigstockphoto.com

The U.S. Capitol*. The House of Representatives is on the left. The 
trial will be in the Senate, on the right. Bigstockphoto.com

Senate on January 15. (This 
is the day Easy English 
NEWS went to press*. For 
that reason, we can’t write 
about the trial itself. It was 
scheduled* to begin a week 
later.) 

 A team of representatives 
from the House will present* 
evidence* against President 
Trump. They will say that 
President Trump withheld* 
U.S. military aid to Ukraine. 

of impeachment 
over to the 

They’ll say that he did that in order to 
get help in his own reelection. They’ll 
show that he obstructed Congress by  
refusing* to let his aides testify*. 

The House team will ask the 
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February is African-American History Month. During February, 
school programs and special TV programs tell stories about the 
history of black Americans. 

In the early days of the British colonies*, many people had 
slaves*. When the colonies became independent*, states in 
the north made laws against slavery*. But states in the south 
continued to use slaves on large plantations*. Many slaves tried 
to escape* from their owners. They wanted to get to northern 
states to become free. The Underground Railroad helped thousands 
of slaves to reach the North. Read about it on page 7. 

An old superstition* says: If it is sunny on 
February 2, there will be six more weeks of 
winter. If it is cloudy, then there will be an early 
spring. 

This superstition came to the U.S. with German 
farmers. They said: “If a groundhog sees his 
shadow* on February 2, spring will be late. If he 
sees no shadow, there will be an early spring.” 
That’s why February 2 is called Groundhog Day. 

The Super Bowl is a football game between the champion* 
in the National Football Conference* and the champion in the 
American Football Conference. The game is on the first Sunday in 
February. 

Superbowl LIV (54) will be played on Sunday, February 2, in 
Miami, Florida. Kickoff* is at 6:30 p.m. Eastern Time.

There are many parties in homes, restaurants, and bars on 
that day. People come together in the early afternoon to watch 
programs about the teams and the players who will be in the 
game. Companies pay a lot of money for TV commercials* to 
play during the Super Bowl. Many people just watch for the 
commercials.

Super Bowl Sunday
The day before Ash* Wednesday is a Catholic holiday. The 

French name for it is Mardi Gras [MAR dee GRAH], which 
means Fat Tuesday. Traditionally, this was the last day to 
eat meat before Lent* begins. A whole month of carnival*, 
parades*, and parties lead up to Mardi Gras. French and 
Spanish Catholics have the largest celebrations* of Mardi Gras 
in the U.S. This year, Mardi Gras is February 25.

Mardi Gras 
carnival events are 
popular in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, 
and Florida. The 
biggest is in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 
People dress in 
amazing costumes*. 
They ride in parades. 

They throw candy and 
necklaces* of beads* 

to the crowds* in the street. Everyone eats delicious foods. 

Mardi Gras

A groundhog 
Bigstockphoto.com

Groundhog* Day

Primary elections* 
The U.S. election for president is November 3 of this year. 

Many things have to happen first. (See the chart on page 6.) 
There are primary elections or caucuses* in each state. 

People in the state of Iowa will be the first to choose 
delegates* for their parties’ conventions*. Their caucuses are 
February 3. The second state is New Hampshire on February 11. 
The next states are Nevada, February 22, and South Carolina, 
February 29. Fourteen states and one territory will have their 
primary elections on “Super Tuesday,” March 3. Other states 
have primary elections in March, April, May, or June. 

Democratic* candidates* may debate* 3 more times in 
February: February 7 on ABC, February 19 on MSNBC and 
NBC, and February 25 on CBS. There will be no Republican* 
debates.

A woman in a colorful mask and costume in the 
Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
February 23, 2019  Bigstockphoto.com

Each year, in January or early February, the president of 
the United States speaks to the members of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 

In his speech, he talks about the condition of the country (the 
state of the union). He talks of his plans for new programs. He 
talks about laws he wants Congress* to pass. 

This year, the State of the Union Address* will be February 
4. You can watch this speech on many TV channels. It is a good 
time to see many important members of the government. 

The State* of  
the Union* 

Last year’s State of the Union Address by President Donald Trump was February 5, 2019. 
(Photo by Oliver Contreras/Sipa USA)(Sipa via AP Images)

February 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Green Bay Packers, San Francisco 49ers, Kansas City Chiefs, Tenneessee Titans 
Bigstockphoto.com
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 Ash* Wednesday

Every four years the calendar has an extra day: February 29. 
The year 2020 is a leap year*. February 29 is sometimes called 
“Leap Day.” The calendar needs an extra day because the Earth 
takes 365.24 days to go around the Sun. Years that can be divided 
by four are leap years. (Except for years that end in 00, such as 
1900, 2000, 2100, etc. They are only leap years if they can be 
divided by 400.)

Some people born on February 29 celebrate* their birthday on 
February 28 in the three non-leap years. Others celebrate their 
birthday on March 1. 

Presidents Day

Susan B. Anthony’s 
Birthday

Ash Wednesday is February 26. It is the beginning of Lent. 
Lent is a time of prayer and sacrifice* for many Christians. 
Lent is the 40 days (except Sundays) before Easter Sunday. 

On Ash Wednesday, Catholics, 
Episcopalians, Lutherans, and 
some other Christian groups go 
to church. A priest* draws a 
cross with ashes on each person’s 
forehead*. The priest says, 
“Remember: you came from dust*, 
and to dust you shall return.” 

During Lent many Christians 
give up a pleasure such as candy, 
meat, movies, cigarettes, beer, or 
some other thing they enjoy. They 
say special prayers. They grow 
stronger in their religion. 

Susan B. Anthony was born February 15, 1820. Anthony 
worked tirelessly for 40 years for women’s rights. She wanted to 
change laws so women could vote. 

Anthony died in 1906. Other women continued 
the struggle*. Finally, in 1920, an amendment*  
to the Constitution gave women the right to vote. 

Anthony had started a revolution*. It was a  
very difficult and very important revolution. With 
the right to vote, women could change laws that 

kept them from having other rights.

George Washington was born on February 22. We celebrate his 
birthday on the third Monday of February. Presidents Day is a 
federal* holiday. This year, it’s February 17.

Abraham Lincoln’s birthday is February 12. In many states, 
he is honored on Presidents Day. In eight states, he has his own 
holiday, Lincoln’s Birthday. 

George Washington was the commander-
in-chief* of the American army in our War for 
Independence (1776-1783). 

In 1787, Washington led the convention* that 
wrote the Constitution* for the new country. 
In 1789, he was 
elected as the first 

president of the 
United States. 

Washington wanted to help the 
new country start out on a good 
foundation*. He thought carefully 
about each thing he did. He knew 
that future presidents would copy his 
actions.

For all these reasons, George 
Washington has been called the 
Father of Our Country.

George Washington

Abraham Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln became president in 1861. 
A Civil War* began soon after Lincoln was 
elected. Seven southern states left the Union*. 
They formed a new country, “The Confederate* 
States of America.” 

Soon, six other states joined them. The laws 
of those states allowed* people to have slaves. 
Landowners wanted slaves to work on their 
plantations* in the South.

Abraham Lincoln did not want the United States to be cut into 
two parts. Other countries could defeat* each part easily. Lincoln 
sent soldiers to force the South back into the Union. 

The Confederate States fought for their independence. The 
Civil War lasted four years. More than 620,000 people died in the 
war, in battle, or from disease. The war ended in April, 1865. The 
Union won. All the slaves were freed. 

A week after the end of the 
war, an angry southerner, John 
Wilkes Booth, assassinated* 
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln died 
on April 15, 1865. 

Many people memorize the 
famous speech that Lincoln 
gave at the site* of a large 
battlefield* in Pennsylvania.  
You can find Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, with Word Help, at              
www.elizabethclaire.com

Ricky Leyba receives ashes at Saint 
Francis Cathedral in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. (AP Photo/The Santa Fe  
New Mexican, Luis Sanchez Saturno)

George Washington 
on the one-dollar 
bill

Abraham Lincoln on 
the five-dollar bill

Statue* of George Washington  
Photo: Dreamstime.com

Statue of Abraham Lincoln in the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
Bigstockphoto.com

Valentine’s 
Day

February 14 is Valentine’s Day. This is 
a day to celebrate love. Sweethearts* give 
each other valentine cards, candy, flowers, 
or other gifts. Children may give Valentine 
cards to their parents, teachers, classmates, 
and friends. Red and pink are the most 
popular colors on this day. 

Leap Day

The Susan B. 
Anthony dollar. 

Bigstockphoto.com
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This is your page
Spring celebration

In 
Algeria, 
spring 
begins 
on the 
last 
day of 
February. We prepare special 
cookies with dates*. They’re 
called M’bardja.  We fill small 
baskets with these cookies, 
fresh dates, hard-boiled eggs, 
sweets, and oranges. 

Children take the baskets 
to the fields or the mountains 
for the whole day. They pick 
beautiful yellow flowers, which 
are signs of spring. They also 
pick different herbs* for their 
moms to use for dinner.

They wait for a certain bird 
called Rakhma and give it some 
cookies. If they don’t see the 
bird, it means spring won’t be 
good that year. 

When I came to the U.S., 
I wanted to celebrate this 
holiday. I found out there was 
an Algerian woman in Dallas 
who makes the special cookies. 
She made the M’bardja and sent 
them to me. 

I was sad because she 
couldn’t make them in time. I 
didn’t go to the park or fill my 
basket at the end of February.

I received my cookies on 
March 7th. Even though it was 
late, I put the small plate of 
cookies on my table. I was very 
happy to have my celebration 
anyway!

Nedjma Gautier
Arlington, Texas

(Algeria)

Do it yourself
One of the sprinklers* in my 

lawn watering system didn’t 
work. It didn’t reach far enough 
to water all the grass. Any grass 
beyond 3 feet didn’t get enough 
water. It was very dry and 
turned brown.

I called a plumber* three 
times.  He told me his truck 
was stolen. 
I said, “I’m 
not in a hurry. 
Please come 
whenever 
you can.” He 
never came.

My husband didn’t want to 
wait for the plumber anymore. 
He decided to try to fix it 
himself. He dug a hole around 
the sprinkler head. We went to 
Home Depot to buy a new one. 
They had all different kinds. 
There were quarter, half, and 
full circle sprinkler heads.

We looked at the labels 
carefully. Their shapes 
looked the same. We bought 
a full circle one. My husband 
replaced* the old one and it 
worked!

We were so happy. We didn’t 
need a plumber anymore!

Lan Nguyen
Irving, Texas

(Vietnam)

You are my friends
Chinese people don’t like to 

talk with strangers*. If they 
don’t know you, they won't talk 
to you. My wife and I were like 
that when we came to America 
15 years ago. 

One day, 
we went 
to the Post 
Office to buy 
stamps. We 
didn’t know 
how to use 
the vending 
machine* for 
the stamps. At 
that time, we didn’t know many 
English words. 

A stranger came to help us. 
We didn’t have any change. 
She used her change to buy the 
stamps. We thanked her again 
and again. My wife held out a 
dollar bill and offered to pay 
her back. She wouldn’t take our 
money. She shook our hands 
and said, “You’re welcome. 
You’re my friends.”  

We learned from this 
experience. Now, when anyone 
needs help, we help them - just 
like that stranger helped us 
years ago. 

We’re now living in senior 
housing. We often meet people 
who need help. When we 
help them, they say, “Thank 
you very much.”  We answer, 
“You’re welcome. You’re our 
friend and neighbor.” 

Renjiang Zhu 
Wilton, Connecticut

(China)

Very different sizes
I went to a shoe store for a 

comfortable* winter shoe. I 
found one I loved. I asked the 
salesperson if I could try it on. 
He smiled and said, “What’s 
your shoe size?” I said, “It’s 38 
½.”  The salesperson seemed 
confused.  I realized that the 
shoe size in the U.S. was 
probably different from the 
European size. 

I 
tried to 
find the 
correct 
shoe 
size on 
my cell 
phone. 
My 
phone 
couldn’t connect to the Internet. 
At that moment, I felt very 
embarrassed* because I had 
no idea what my U.S. shoe size 
was.

Fortunately, the salesperson 
was very nice. He measured* my 
foot and gave me different sizes 
to try. Finally, I had beautiful 
new shoes. I also learned that my 
U.S. shoe size is 8. 

Anh Nguyen 
Milford, Connecticut

(France)

Wrong question
When I came to the USA 

for the first time, I was very 
excited. I wanted to find out 
what was new and different 
here. I went to shopping centers 
every day. I didn’t speak 
English very well. I only knew 
one simple question, “How 
much is it?”

One day, I was supposed to 
meet an old friend from school 
in the Bellevue Square Mall. I 
was late for my appointment. 
I forgot to take my cellphone. 
I arrived at the place, but she 
wasn’t there. I didn’t know 
what time it was. I was worried 
that I missed her. 

I asked a lady for the time. 
She didn’t answer me. I asked 
her 
again. 
She just 
looked 
at me. 
I asked 
her for 
the third 
time 

and didn’t receive an answer. 
Suddenly, I realized I asked 
her, “How much is it?” I should 
have asked her, “What time is 
it?”

It was really embarrassing 
and funny. That stranger is my 
friend now. Every time we see 
each other, we don’t say, “How 
are you?” We say, “How much 
is it?” We laugh every time. 

This experience taught me 
that I can still communicate, 
make friends, and laugh at my 
mistakes. 

Zari Ataei Pour
Bellevue, Washington

(Iran)

Super* salad       
I went to the Olive Garden 

with my husband for the first 
time. One of his co-workers 
told him it was a very good 
restaurant. They serve a lot of 
delicious dishes.

We chose a pasta* dish with 
a delicious cream sauce. I love 
pasta.  The waitress asked me if 
I wanted a soup or salad. I said, 
“Yes, please.”

She looked at me and asked 
me again speaking very slowly, 
“Ok! You said yes for what? 
Soup or Salad?” 

I laughed. I thought she 
wanted to know if I wanted a 
super salad! 

Debora Yamauti
            Ann Arbor, Michigan 

(Brazil)

Send your story to ESL@
elizabethclaire.com. Write 
your story title and your 
name in the subject line. 

Please see our website for 
Writer’s Guidelines. We 
pay $20 for each story we 
publish. Write your name and 
mailing address so we can 
send you payment if we print 
your story. Tell us your home 
country, too.

Dr. Lynn Corigliano

All photos on this page from 
Bigstockphoto.com
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try it to a 
count of 14, 
and finally 
16. 

You can 
practice 
limbic 
breathing 
for a few 
minutes at 
any time of 
day. Breathe 

this way 
when you feel 

stressed* or you are upset. Do 
it for 30 minutes when you 
want to relax* deeply. Limbic 
breathing allows more time for 
oxygen to pass from air sacs* 
in the lungs to the capillaries* 
in the lungs. Limbic breathing 
reduces* stress. It relaxes you 
before taking a test and helps 
you think more clearly. It’s a 
good thing to do before going 
for an important interview*.

You will find many health 
benefits* from regular limbic 
breathing: It will strengthen 
your immune system*. It 
helps normalize* your blood 
pressure*. At night, it can 
help you fall asleep. It’s a 
wonderful first-aid kit.

Your Health: One way to breathe

Dr. Majid Ali is an integrative physician* and the author of many 
books and hundreds of research* articles. For free information to help you 
make well-informed health decisions, visit his website: www.majidalimd.
com. Watch and listen to Dr. Majid Ali on Youtube.com.

by Dr. Majid Ali
Let me 

tell you 
about a 
wonderful 
first-aid 
kit* that you 
can carry 
around. You 
can’t lose it. 
It is always 
there when 

you need it. 
This “first aid” is a special way 
of breathing. I call it “limbic 
breathing*.”

If you 
watch a 
small baby 
breathe 
when it’s 
asleep, 
you can 

see the natural way we all used to 
breathe.

We see the baby’s belly* come 
out. (The large muscle called 
the diaphragm* lowers into the 
abdominal cavity*.) The lungs 
expand* into the extra space. Air 
flows through the nose or mouth 
into the lungs.

Now notice how you are 
breathing. How many breaths do 
you usually take in one minute? 
Are you raising your ribs* and 
shoulders to get air into your 
lungs? 

Many people are surprised Br
ea

th
e 

in

Hold Breathe out

1 
   

2 
   

3 
   

4 1    2    3    4 1      2      3      4      5     6     7     8

Sleeping baby  
Bigstockphoto.com

that different ways of 
breathing affect our 
body differently. 

Sit in a comfortable 
chair; place your hands 
on your lap*. Place your 
feet flat on the floor. 
Clear your mind, and 
focus* on some simple 
thing: a picture on the 
wall, a candle, or a 
plant. 

The first part of 
limbic breathing is like the baby’s 
breathing. Let your belly out as 
you let your diaphragm press 
down into the abdominal cavity. 
It may feel funny because we 
have tried to hold our bellies in 
for many years! Mentally* count 
to four as you take in your breath 
through your nose to fill up your 
lungs. Hold your breath in for a 
count of four.

Then slowly let the air out 
through your nose to a count 
of eight. Repeat this until you 
are able to breathe in an easy 
rhythm*: Breathe in, two, three 
four; hold, two, three, four; 
breathe out, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven, eight. After some 
practice, let your breath out more 
slowly, to the count of 12. Later, 

abdominal cavity noun phrase. The space 
for intestines and other organs in the 
“belly.”
air sacs noun phrase, plural. The tiny 
pockets in the lungs where carbon dioxide 
is exchanged for oxygen; alveoli. 
belly noun. The abdomen.
benefit noun. A good thing that comes 
from an action.
blood pressure noun phrase. The force of 
blood on arteries as it flows through them.
capillaries noun, plural. Tiny blood 
vessels.
diaphragm noun. A large muscle beneath 
the lungs; it separates the chest cavity 
from the abdominal cavity.
expand verb. To get larger.
first-aid kit noun phrase. A little box of 
items for simple medical treatments.
focus verb. To pay attention to one thing 
rather than look at many things.
immune system noun phrase. The body’s 
system of defense against disease and 
infection.
interview noun. A meeting between two 
people in order to get information.
lap noun. The flat place on your upper 
legs when you are sitting on a chair.
limbic breathing noun phrase. Slow, 
relaxed, deep breathing.
mentally adverb. Silently, without 
speaking out loud.
normalize verb. To make normal. 
reduce verb. To lower; make smaller. 
relax verb. To lessen the tension on 
muscles and mind.
rhythm noun. A steady, regular way of 
doing something. 
ribs noun, plural. The eight pairs of bones 
that protect the lungs and heart. 
stress noun. The body’s reaction to 
difficulties, worries, troubles, pain, etc.

windpipe (trachea)

lungs

abdominal  
cavity

diaphragm

air sacs

Some parts of the respiratory 
system  Bigstockphoto.com

Ask a Speech Coach
Last 

month, 
I wrote 
about the 
difference 
between 
the sounds        
/sh/ and      
/zh/. I hope 
you have 

practiced those 
well. Here are two similar 
sounds that new English 
speakers also confuse:

/ch/ as in church, and

/dg/ as in judge.

1. /ch/ This sound combines 
/t/ with /sh/. Put your tongue 
behind your upper teeth as if 
ready to make the /t/ sound. 
Then “crash through” gently 
but sharply with the /sh/ sound. 
Put the two sounds together to 

make one quick sound. Listen 
to a native English speaker 
say these words. Then you say 
them: 

check  chicken
lunch  teach
kitchen   pitcher 

Say these sentences:

Charlie and the teacher went to 
the kitchen for lunch. 

The children ate chicken 
sandwiches.

2. /dg/ This is the “voiced* 
partner” of /ch/. This sound is 

made in the same place in the 
mouth as /ch/, but it is voiced. 
It combines /d/ and /zh/. The 
vibrations flow from the hard 
palate* to the gum ridge*.

The /dg/ sound may be 
spelled j, g, or dg in English. 

Listen. Then say these 
words:

job   juice    Jimmy 
gym  giant    cabbage 
bridge  garbage    
orange refrigerator    

Say these sentences: 

The giant jumped off the bridge.
 
Jimmy put the cabbage in the 
garbage. 
 
Jenny made 
orange juice for 
Janet. 
 

John put the juice in the 
refrigerator. 

Listen to a native English 
speaker say each pair of words. 
Can you hear the difference? 
Can you pronounce them? 

batch  badge  
match  Madge  
March  Marge  
cheap  Jeep 
britches* bridges

Marge enjoyed chicken and 
cabbage for lunch.

The judge wore a badge on his 
britches.  

Gene Zerna is the producer 
and director of Master Spoken 
English: Feeling Phonics. This 
five-DVD program helps speakers 
improve pronunciation and 
fluency. Visit his website at www.
masterspokenenglish.com.  

Gene Zerna

by Gene Zerna

Dr. Majid Ali

Word Help

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com
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Choosing a President
1. Primary Elections* 
and Caucuses* 
(February 3 to June 14)

2. National Political 
Party* Conventions

3. The Campaign* 
(Candidates advertise, meet 
people, make speeches, 
raise money, and debate* 
ideas with other candidates.)

4. General Election 

5. Official* Election

6. Official Counting of     
    the Electoral Votes 

7. Inauguration* of the     
    New President

Republicans* vote for 
delegates* to the Republican 
National Convention*. The 
delegates are pledged* to 
vote for their candidates* at 
the national convention.

Republican Convention 
August 24-27, 2020  

 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Democrats* vote for 
delegates to the Democratic 
National Convention. The 
delegates are pledged to vote 
for their candidates at the 
national convention.

Democratic Convention 
July 13-16, 2020

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Delegates nominate a Democratic candidate 
for president. (The nominee may name the 

candidate for vice president.)  

Democratic 
Candidates for 

President and Vice 
President

Republican 
Candidates for 

President and Vice 
President

November 3, 2020 Election Day

Citizens in each state vote for the electors* for the candidate they like.  
Each state has a number of electors equal to their representation* in Congress. 

 The total number of electors for the country is 538. 

December 14, 2020
The Electoral College* votes

The winner needs 270 electoral votes. 

January 6, 2021  
The House of Representatives* 

counts the votes  
of the Electoral College.

Noon*, January 20, 2021
Donald Trump’s first term* 

ends. The newly elected  
president takes office*. 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

•
` `

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

• •
 • 

•

` `

` `

Third-Party* Conventions
`

`

`

`

April 2020:
Constitution Party  

Charlotte, North Carolina 
or Atlanta, Georgia

Third-Party Candidates

`

July 9-12, 2020: 
Green Party   

Detroit, Michigan
Delegates nominate* a Republican 

candidate for president. (The nominee* 
may name the candidate for vice president.) 

May 21-25, 2020:  
Libertarian Party 

Austin, Texas
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Heroes and History
The Underground* Railroad

The Underground 
Railroad was not a 
railroad. It was not 
underground.  

It was a network* of 
homes where runaway* 
slaves* could get help 
on their way north to 
freedom. 

Until 1865, fifteen 
states in the South 
had laws that allowed* 
people to own slaves. 
The owners of large 
plantations* needed 
many workers.  

Nineteen states in the North 
had laws against slavery. 

African slaves worked in 
the fields picking cotton and 
doing other farm work. They 
took care of horses and farm 
animals. They built, painted, 
and repaired things. Some 
slaves worked in their owners' 
homes. They cooked, cleaned, 
washed clothes, and took care 
of their owner’s children. 

Some slave owners treated 
their slaves well. But many 
owners were very cruel*. 
Slaves were bought and sold 
like animals. A slave husband 
and wife could be sold to 
different owners. Their children 
could be sold to a third owner. 

Thousands of slaves ran 
away. But many of them were 
caught. They didn’t know 
where to run. Owners went out 
with dogs to find them. When 
they caught the runaways, they 
punished* them severely*.  

It was against the law to help 
runaway slaves. However, many 
white people and free black 
people helped. 
These people 
hid runaways 
in cellars* or 
barns in the 
daytime. They 
gave them 
food for their 
next days’ 
journey*. They 
told them the 
best way to get 
to the next safe 
home. Some 
of the people 
took slaves in 
their wagons to 

the next safe place on the way 
north.

This secret network of 
safe homes began around 
1820. It was later called “the 
Underground Railroad.” The 
homes were called “stations.” 
The network had many “lines” 
leading north. The people who 
helped the runaways were 
called “conductors*.”

It was very dangerous for 
slaves who ran away from 
their owners. Slave hunters 
came after them. Runaways 
often wore disguises*. Women 
dressed as men and men 
dressed as women. 

When slaves reached 

northern states, they were free. 
Many went to big cities to 
find work. White people and 
free blacks helped them find 
jobs. However, after 1850, the 
northern states were not safe for 
slaves any more. Then slaves 
had to go all the way to Canada 
to be free. 

It was dangerous to help 
runaways. Some of the 
“conductors” were sent to jail.

Between 40,000 and 100,000 
slaves escaped* using the 
Underground Railroad. Some 
slaves who ran away came back 

Statue of Harriet Tubman  
in Ypsilanti, Michigan by 
Jane DeDecker Photograph 
by Dwight Burdet. via 
Wikimedia Commons 

Levi Coffin was a Quaker* and an abolitionist*. He 
had secret hiding places in his home in Newport, 
Indiana. His home was an important station on the 
Underground Railroad. He helped more than 3,000 
runaway slaves to get to freedom. Some people called 
him “the President of the Underground Railroad.”  
via Wikimedia Commons

William Still, a 
free black man 
wrote “The 
Underground 
Railroad: 
A Record 
of Facts, 
Stories of the 
Hardships, 

The most famous conductor 
on the Underground Railroad 
was Harriet Tubman. Harriet 
Tubman was a slave. She 
had escaped alone. Later, she 
went back south to show her 
husband the way to freedom. 
But he had married again. He 
didn’t want to leave. Harriet 
decided she would help other 
slaves to get North.

When in the 
North, she worked 
as a cook. She 
saved her money to 
help when she led 
slaves to freedom. 
She learned the 
routes* and stations 
of the Underground 
Railroad.

Henry Brown was a slave who got a friend to seal* him in a box. 
The friend addressed the box and mailed it to William Still, a 
free black man in the North. This picture shows the safe arrival 
of Henry ‘Box’ Brown, drawn by William Still. Licensed under 
Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons 

to show other slaves the way. 
They taught them to “follow the 
North Star.” They showed them 
that the “pointer stars” of the 
Big Dipper* point to the North 
Star. 

their run for freedom then. 
Their owners would not miss 
them until Monday morning. 
She took many slaves with 
her on each trip. She risked* 
death each time. Other slaves 
in the South knew about her. 
They called her “Moses.” 
(Moses in the Bible had led the 
Jews out of slavery in Egypt.) 
Harriet made nineteen trips 
and led more than 300 slaves 

to freedom. The 
abolitionist* 
John Brown, 
called Harriet 
“one of the best 
and bravest* 
persons on this 
continent*.”

The movie 
Harriet tells 

Harriet Tubman

The routes of the Underground Railroad around 1860   Map by Victor Lagos

Escapes, and Life-and-death Struggles of 
the Slaves in their Efforts for Freedom.” 
1871. via Wikimedia Commons 

Big Dipper

Pointer stars

North Star 
(Polaris)Little Dipper

She went South 
in the winter, when 
nights were long. 
Harriet got slaves 
together on Saturday 
night. They started 

the story of her 
travels on the 

Underground 
railroad. It came 
out in 2019.  

















Listen  
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Crossword Puzzle

Have you heard people use these idioms? 

Across

 1. They give each other gifts 
on Valentine’s Day.

 11. The planet after Saturn, 
before Neptune

 12. Georgia is ____ to Alabama. 
 13. Baseball gloves
 14. Past form of do 
 15. Title for a woman
 16. A test to check the heart 

(abbreviation)
 18. Superlative; many, more, 

___
 20. Latin word for and: __ 

cetera
 21. Abbreviation for United 

States of America
 22. Pronoun for a man
 24.  Abbreviation for Tennessee
 25.  Don’t tell a ___. Always tell 

the truth.

Illustrations by Dave Nicholson 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38

An employer* has 
interviewed* an applicant* 
for a job. 

Employer: “I think you’ll 
be great for this job. We’d 
like to hire* you. We’ll pay 
you $400 a week. After three 
months, we’ll pay you $500 a 
week.” 

Applicant: “That’s great. I’ll take the job”

Employer: “When would you like to start?”

Applicant: “In three months.” 

 6. High school (abbreviation)
 7. Dogs, birds, and snakes are 

all __________.
 8. Do over
 9. Abbreviation for Texas
 10. California is a ____.
 17. Weapons* that shoot bullets
 19. Contraction for she is
 23. Conjunction. I want to go 

to the movies, ___ I have to 
study for a test.

 24.  Musical note: do re mi fa sol 
la ___ do

 27. Preposition. Put the book __ 
the desk.

 28. The capital city of Italy
 30. Color; a light red 
 32. At what ____ can a person 

vote? 16? 18? 21? 
 34. Abbreviation for Colorado

 11.

Bigstockphoto.com

 26.  People who travel to see 
other places and countries 
are __________.

 29. Susan Perlman’s initials
 31. Preposition: He walked ____ 

the room.
 33. This state’s abbreviation is 

MI.
 37.  One of the Great Lakes
 38. A table to write or study at

Down

 1. Season of heatwaves and 
growing things.

 2.  Part of the arm, just above 
the hand

 3. We need to ___ to stay alive.
 4. Go into
 5. An elephant’s tooth

1. flea market 2. No dice! 3. pull the plug 4. to drop like flies
a sale of cheap things, 
and used items

Absolutely not. I won’t do 
it. 

to end a job or a life to fall down in large 
numbers; to die or get 
sick in large groups 

Look at the great toys I 
bought at a flea market!

Jenna rented a table at 
a flea market to sell her 
old CDs and DVDs.

You want me to give 
money to your new 
business? No dice! 

I asked Tanya to go on a 
date with Harry. She said, 
“No dice!”

There’s no hope our 
business will get better. 
It’s time to pull the plug. 

The patient was in a 
coma* for many months. 
The family gave the 
doctors permission to pull 
the plug and let him die. 

It’s a really bad flu 
season. People are 
dropping like flies. 

It was so hot in that 
kitchen, workers were 
dropping like flies.

 35.  Abbreviation for Idaho
 36. Adverb: He ran as fast __ a 

horse.
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and email address. If you have 
a website, add that on the next 
line. Center these items on the 
page. 

Decide what is more important 
on your resumé: your education 
or your job experience. Put 
the most important items* 
first. When you list your job 
experience, list the most recent 
job first. 

Boldface* your headings* or 
write them in all capital letters. 
Indent* the rest of the text* so 
the headings stand out. 

Job objective*

The employer needs to know 
quickly what kind of job you 
are applying for. He or she may 
need more than one kind of 
worker. 

At the top left, write Job 
Objective: Then list the job 
or kinds of jobs that you are 
looking for.

Work experience

List jobs you have held. Tell 
what you did and the skills you 
used or learned. Give the name 
of the company and city where 
the job was. Add any military* 
experience and volunteer* work. 
Give the years you were there. 

If you have no work 
experience, list your skills with 
computer programs, your typing 
speed, and the languages you 
speak. List the clubs you were in 
at school, sports teams you were 
on, and any community activities 
you do.

List only the skills and 
activities that would be useful to 
your prospective employers. 

Education

If you are recently* out of 
high school, name the high 
school you attended* and the 
city. Tell any honors* you 
received. Name the college or 
university you attended, the 
number of years you completed, 
or the degree* you have earned. 

At the bottom, write 
References*: on request. 
That means you will give the 
names and phone numbers of 
your references only when a 
prospective employer asks for 
them. 

There are certain things that 
an employer is not allowed to 

ask you. You don’t have to put 
these things on your resumé: 
your age, if you are married or 
not, your religion, your Social 
Security number, your home 
address. 

If you have an email address 
that sounds silly in a work 
place (such as bigcitygirl@aol.
com), get a new one. 

Do not write the salary you 
are looking for on your resumé. 
Do not write why you left your 
last job or any other job.

If you have a job and are 
looking for a new one, don’t 
put your work phone number 
or work email address on your 
resumé. 

The final draft
Choose a clear typeface* that 

is easy to read. Leave a half 
inch to one inch margin* on all 
sides. 

You can print your resumé on 
plain white copy paper or you 
can use a heavier, high-quality 
paper. 

Edit* your resumé. Be 
absolutely sure there are no 
spelling, punctuation*, or 
grammatical* errors! Have a 
teacher or well-educated friend 
read your resumé. Ask for ways 
to make it clearer and better. 

References

Prepare a separate sheet to 
list two or more references: 
teachers, community leaders, 
and past employers who know 
your character* and work 
skills. First, ask those people 
if they are willing to be used 
as a reference. Give this list 
of references only to a serious 
employer who asks for it. 

Posting* a resumé on the 
Internet

A resumé that you post on the 
Internet should not have your 
address or telephone number 
on it. Do not put any personal 
information such as your age, 
birth date, Social Security 
number, or bank information on 
it either. Thieves* could set up 
bank accounts and credit cards 
using your name and personal 
information! 

Let people contact you by 
email. (Set up a new email 
address separate from your 
regular one. This is to prevent 

(continued from page 1)

Writing a resumé

Jan Bonappetit
Carson City, Texas 76543

Email: JBonappetit@aol.com
Tel: 301-555-1234
Cell: 301-555-4321

Job Objective:   Waiter, busperson, bellhop, cashier

Work Experience: 2018-present—Romero’s restaurant: waited   
   tables; handled set-up for buffet table

   2014-2017 Walmart: cashier

Volunteer work:  2015-2019  Jackson Animal Shelter: Walked   
   and brushed dogs 

Education:    Park High School, Dallas, TX.  
   Graduated June 2014
Awards 
and honors*:    High Honor Roll (Top 10% of class)
   Tri-State cross-country champion team 

Organizations:  Basketball, track, soccer teams; chess club

Languages spoken: English, French, some Spanish

References:   On Request

Have a few friends, teachers, or business people look over your resumé to suggest 
improvements before you make many copies. Dreamstime.com

you from getting a lot of spam* 
at your regular email address. 
You may get a lot of spam if 
you post your resumé on a 
public website). 

There are Internet sites* that 
offer “Free resumé writing.” 
Some sites are scams*. They 
might charge a “resumé 
consulting” fee* at $4.95 for 
5 days. After that, they charge 
your credit card $29.95 every 
month.  

Your voice mail

What message* will 
employers hear if they call 
you? Is your outgoing message 
on your voice mail in English? 

Is it clear and business-like? 
Example: “This is Andrei 
Shurin. I’m sorry I missed 
your call. Please speak slowly 
and clearly. Leave your name 
and telephone number. I will 
get back to you as soon as 
possible.” 

Get more tips for writing a 
resumé from wikihow.com/
make-a-resume.

Example resumé
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Soleimani, Iranian missiles attacked two 
airfields in Iraq. The missiles destroyed* 
buildings and military equipment. This was 
in revenge* for the death of Soleimani. 
But they did not kill any Americans. 

A few hours after that, Iranian military 
shot down a civilian* Ukrainian jet. The 
jet was destroyed. All 176 people aboard 
died in the crash. One hundred thirty 
Iranian students and Canadian-Iranians 
had been on the flight. After four days, 
Iran admitted* that their own air force 
had made a  “disastrous* mistake”. 
Iranian students protested* this event. 
They demanded* that Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei resign. 

Iran declared that it does not need to 
follow the terms* of the Iran Nuclear 
Deal* of 2015. Iran is planning a criminal 
case in the International Criminal Court. 
The case is against the U.S. Army 
and President Donald Trump over the 
assassination* of General Soleimani. This 
is a war crime. 

Meanwhile, Congress will vote on a 
resolution* that a president must get 
approval* from Congress before ordering 
any further military action against Iran. 

Easy English NEWS
Published by ..................Elizabeth Claire, Inc.
Editor ....................................Elizabeth Claire
Managing Editor .....................Carol Brigham 
This Is Your Page Editor  ...Dr. Lynn Corigliano
Copy Editors.......... Fran Davis, Sharon Flynn, 

Nancy Huddleston, Cathie Whitmire 
Writers .......... Elizabeth Claire, Dr. Majid Ali,  

Gene Zerna
Customer Service ....................Amanda Scott, 

Elaine Simpson
Circulation ...............................GT Marketing
Illustrations  ..........................Dave Nicholson
Printed by ...Trumbull Printing, Trumbull, CT

Welcome to the United States! Our 
purpose is to help newcomers learn 
English while they learn about the 
culture, customs, laws, holidays, history, 
heroes, geography, and government of 
the U.S.

Easy English NEWS is published ten 
months a year, from September to June. 
It is sold by subscription. Class discounts 
are available. A monthly Teacher’s Guide 
and Reproducible Quizzes are included 
in every subscription. Additional teacher 
aids and monthly tests are available at 
our website. 

Stories for This Is Your Page should be 
sent by email. Please see the writers’ 
guidelines at our website. 

All material in Easy English NEWS 
is protected by copyright. It is against 
the law to photocopy it without written 
permission from the publisher.

Easy English NEWS 
2100 McComas Way, Suite 607 

Virginia Beach, VA 23456

©2016 Elizabeth Claire, Inc.    
ISSN: 1091-4951

Telephone: (757) 430-4308
Toll free: (888) 296-1090

Fax: (757) 430-4309    
Email: ESL@elizabethclaire.com

Website: www.elizabethclaire.com

You may photocopy these order forms.

MAIL order form to: Easy English NEWS, 2100 McComas Way, Suite 607, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23456  or  FAX it to: (757) 430-4309

Prices below are per copy per month for the U.S., 
Canada, and Mexico. FREE shipping! 

 Copies you want         Price per copy              Cost per
each month      (see chart above)             month

X = $
Number of months  
(no July or August) 

Total Cost = $

1 copy...........................$4.50
2-3 copies............$3.50 each
4-9 copies............$3.20 each
10-14 copies........$2.80 each
15-19 copies........$2.50 each
20-49 copies........$2.00 each

50-99 copies.........$1.75 each
100-199 copies.....$1.50 each
200-499 copies.....$1.30 each
500+ copies..........$1.10 each

Send to (Please Print)  ________________________________ 
Address ___________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________ 

City _______________________________   State __________    
ZIP Code _________  Telephone  _______________________    
Email ______________________________________________ 
     

       I have enclosed a check for $________ (U.S. funds), payable to  

      Easy English NEWS.  
      

      I will pay by an Authorized Purchase Order PO # _______________ 

      

      I am paying by Visa or Mastercard #:_________________________  

      Exp. Date ______ Signature: ______________________________

Subscribe to Easy English NEWS! 

Start with the month of _____________________________.  

(We don’t print in July or August) 

People gathered in Times Square in New York, N.Y., 
January 4, 2020, to protest* sending 3,000 U.S. troops to 
the Middle East. AP Images Ryan Rahman/Pacific Press/
Sipa USA

Killing an Iranian general

On January 3, U.S. 
military drones* fired 
four missiles* that 
killed an important 
Iranian military* 
leader, General Qassem 
Soleimani.

President Trump 
had ordered the attack. 
American military 
leaders said that 
Soleimani had been 
planning events to kill 
many Americans. 

General Qassem 
Soleimani, the head 
of Iran’s elite Quds 
Force*. Photo: Office 
of the Iranian Supreme 
Leader via AP, File

Thousands of people attend a funeral ceremony* for 
Iranian General Qassem Soleimani and others who were 
killed in Iraq in a U.S. drone strike*. Kerman, Iran,  
January 7, 2020. Photo:Erfan Kouchari/Tasnim News 
Agency via AP

Trouble with Iran 

Democrats in Congress complained that 
the President had not consulted* them. 
Many people were afraid that this action 
could cause war with Iran.

Donald Trump said that the death of 
General Soleimani “won’t cause World War 
Three. It will help prevent* it.” He ordered 
an additional 3,000 troops* to go to the 
Middle East.

The consequences* 
After the funeral* for General 
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Answers to  
Crossword Puzzle

Let’s Talk About It
What happens next?     
(Pages 1 and 11)
 1. What were the two articles 

of impeachment of President 
Trump?  Explain each.

 2. Which group in the House 
voted for impeachment?

 3. What witness do Democrats 
want to hear from? Why?

 4. What witnesses does Donald 
Trump want to testify? Why 
do you think he wants that?

 5. Have you seen any of the 
trial in the Senate? Tell 
about it.

 6. Tell the meaning of 
these words: articles of 
impeachment, abuse of 
power, evidence, refuse, 
reelection, obstruct, guilty, 
witness, subpoena.

Writing a resumé  
(pages 1 and 9)
 1. What is a resumé?
 2. What is a prospective 

employer?
 3.  What kind of job do you do, 

or would you like?
 4. What qualifications does a 

person need for that job?
 5. What are your strengths? 

Tell about your work 
experience.

 6. Should you write your 
Social Security number on 
your resumé? Why or why 
not?

 7. What can a young person 
write on a resumé if he or 
she hasn’t had any jobs?

 8. What is a reference? How do 
you get someone to give you 

a reference?
 9. Why should you show your 

resumé to a teacher or friend 
before you make copies of it?

 10. Tell the meaning of these 
words: prospective, skills, 
applicant, contact, objective, 
headings, margin, edit. 

Events in February  
(pages 2 and 3)
 1. What is the purpose of 

African-American History 
Month?

 2. What is a groundhog? 
 3. What is the superstition about 

February 2?
 4. Do you have any superstition 

about this day or any other 
day? Tell about it.

 5. What is the purpose of 
the State of the Union 
Address?  

 6. What is the Super Bowl? 
 7. What do many people do on 

Super Bowl Sunday?
 8. What do people celebrate on 

February 14? 
 9. Do you have a sweetheart or 

a spouse? How did you meet?
 10. How do you celebrate this 

day in your home country?
 11. What is Mardi Gras?
 12. Why does Mardi Gras come 

before Ash Wednesday? 
What happens on Ash 
Wednesday?

 13. Tell four reasons why 
George Washington is “the 
Father of Our Country.”

 14. Who was Susan B. Anthony? 
Why is she important in 
American history?

 15. Tell the meaning of these 

words: slavery, escape, 
shadow, independent, 
kickoff, necklace, honor, 
commander-in-chief, 
foundation.

 This is your page (page 4)
 1. How do you welcome spring 

in your culture? Tell about 
it.

 2. Have you ever tried to fix 
something yourself at your 
home? Tell about it.

 3. Tell about a time you have 
gotten help from strangers.

 4. Are U.S. sizes different 
from sizes in your home 
country? Tell about it.

 5. Have you confused words in 
English? Tell about it.

 6. Tell the meaning of 
these words: herbs, 
strangers, replaced, 
comfortable, super, vending 
machine.  

Your Health: One way to 
breathe (page 5)
 1. What is limbic breathing?
 2. When can you use this?
 3. Why does limbic breathing 

help you relax?
 4. Tell the meanings of these 

words: first-aid kit, belly, 
expand, lap.

Choosing a president  
(page 6)
 1. Tell six steps in electing a 

new U.S. president.
 2. When are the primary 

elections? The political 
conventions? When is 
the general election? The 
official election by the 
electoral college? 

SWEETHEARTS

URANUSNEXT
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 3. Tell how people choose the 
leader in your home country. 

 4. Tell the meaning of these 
words: delegate, term, 
convention, campaign, 
elector, official, take office.

The Underground Railroad 
(page 7)
 1. What was the Underground 

Railroad?
 2. What were the stations? 

Who were the conductors?
 3. Why was it dangerous for 

slaves to run away from 
their owners?

 4. Where did they need to go to 
be free? After 1850, where 
did they need to go?

 5.  How did runaways know 
which way was north?

 6. Who was William Still?
 7. How did Henry Brown 

escape from slavery?
 8. Who was Harriet Tubman? 

What did she do?
 9. Tell the meaning of these 

words: plantation, route, 
cruel, cellar, journey, 
conductor, disguise, risk, 
abolitionist. 

Trouble with Iran (Page 10)
 1. Why was General Soleimani 

important to Iran?
 2. Why did the U.S. say it was 

important to kill him?
 3. What has happened in the 

news about Iran recently?
 4. Tell the meaning of these 

words: drone, missile, 
military, previous, 
consult, prevent, troops, 
revenge.  

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, will oversee 
the Republicans in the Senate during President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial. AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

What happens next? 
(Continued from page 1) Elizabeth Claire 

explains her 
series ESL 
Phonics for All 
Ages...

(Search Elizabeth 
Claire ESL 
Phonics)

Elizabeth Claire

Elizabeth Claire’s ESL Phonics for All Ages is a six-book series designed for English language learners who can read  
a non-Roman alphabet native language, and for English learners who cannot read in any language. All six books use 
a limited vocabulary in English and limited sentence structure. This phonics program has been extensively tested with 
students aged 7 to adult who are learning to read and write in English.

  ESL Phonics for All Ages:
•  uses high-frequency, unambiguous vocabulary 

that beginning English learners need to know  
or already know.

•  sequences the sound/symbol presentation 
to follow natural development of language 
learners’ skills in sound discrimination. 
Vowels, often very confusing for new language 
learners, are presented after all consonants.

• has an audio component to provide native- 
language presentation of the text and to allow 
individual students to advance at their own 
pace.

•  uses a multifaceted approach so students advance in 
phonetic awareness, reading, spelling, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, conversation, and pronunciation.

•  uses full spellings of all words. This allows for students 
to become familiar with whole words and provides a 
head start for success when later sounds and symbols 
are presented.

•  presents sight words in contexts needed by first-year 
ESL students.

•  repeats useful sentence patterns to enhance success.
•  provides songs, chants, poems, conversations, and 

stories for whole-language reading. 

Eardley Publications
P. O. Box 2596

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

for All Ages

Elizabeth Claire

for All Ages

Book 4:  Vowels Part IBook 4:  Vowels Part I

ESL PhonicsESL Phonics

Components

Student Books 1-6
2 Audio CDs for each book

Teacher’s Guide and Answer Pages
Letter Discrimination and Handwriting Guide
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Book 3: Consonant ClustersBook 3: Consonant Clusters

ESL Phonics
for All Ages

Elizabeth Claire

for All Ages

Elizabeth Claire

ESL Phonics

Elizabeth Claire’s ESL Phonics for All Ages is a six-book series designed for English language learners. All six 
books use limited vocabulary and useful  sentence patterns. This phonics program is suitable for students aged 7 
to adult who are learning to read and write in English.

  ESL Phonics for All Ages:
•  uses high-frequency, unambiguous 

vocabulary that beginning English learners 
need to know or already know.

•  sequences the sound/symbol presentation 
to follow natural development of language 
learners’ skills in sound discrimination. 
Vowels, often very confusing for new 
language learners, are presented after all 
consonants.

• has an audio component to provide native 
language presentation of the text and to 
allow individual students to advance at their 
own pace.

•  uses a multifaceted approach so students advance in 
phonemic awareness, reading, spelling, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, conversation, and pronunciation.

•  uses full spellings of all words. This allows for 
students to become familiar with whole words and 
provides a head start for success when later sound/
symbols are presented.

•  presents important sight words in contexts needed by 
first-year ESL students.

•  repeats useful sentence patterns to enhance success.
•  provides songs, chants, poems, conversations, and 

stories for whole-language reading. 

Eardley Publications
P. O. Box 2596

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410
www.Elizabethclaire.com

Components:

Student Books 1 - 6
2 Audio CDs for each book

Teacher’s Guide and Answer Pages
Letter Discrimination and Handwriting Guide
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Elizabeth Claire’s ESL Phonics for All Ages is a six-book series designed for English language learners who can read  
a non-Roman alphabet native language, and for learners who cannot read in any language. All six books use a limited 
vocabulary and limited, but natural sentence structures. This phonics program has been extensively tested with students 
aged 7 to adult who are learning to read and write in English.

ESL Phonics for All Ages:
•  uses high-frequency, unambiguous vocabulary 

that beginning English learners need to know  
or already know.

•  sequences the sound/symbol presentation 
to follow natural development of language 
learners’ skills in sound discrimination. 
Vowels, often very confusing for new 
language learners, are presented after all 
consonants.

• has an audio component to provide  native- 
language presentation of the text to allow 
individual students to advance at their own 
pace.

Components of the Series
Student Workbooks 1-6

2 Audio CDs for each book
Teacher’s Guides and Answer Pages

•  uses a multifaceted approach so students advance in 
phonetic awareness, sight words, spelling, vocabulary, 
sentence structure, conversation, and pronunciation.

•  uses full spellings of all words. This allows for 
students to become familiar with whole words and 
provides a head start for success when other sound/
symbols are presented.

•  presents sight words in contexts needed by first-year 
ESL Students.

•  repeats sentence patterns to enhance success.
•  provides songs, chants, poems, conversations, and 

stories for whole-language reading. 
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 ...watch today at 
Youtube.com!

Senate to find Donald Trump 
guilty*. They’ll ask the Senate 
to remove Trump as president.

 There are 53 Republicans, 
45 Democrats, and two 
Independents in the Senate. It 
takes the votes of two-thirds 
(67) of the 100 senators to 

remove a president. 

President Trump 
has a team of 
lawyers to defend* 
him in the Senate. 
They will say that he 
is not guilty and has 
done nothing wrong. 
President Trump is 
sure that he will not  
be removed. 

However, if the 
Senate votes to 
remove President 

Trump, Vice President Mike 
Pence would become president.

Will there be more 
witnesses*?

Democrats want to hear from 
more witnesses.  They would 
like to hear from John Bolton. 

Bolton had been the 
President’s National 
Security Advisor*. 
Bolton said that 
if the Senate 
subpoenaed* him, 
he would testify.

President 
Trump would like 
witnesses, too. He 
would like Hunter 
Biden and Joe Biden 
to testify. He wants 
to hear from the 
whistleblower*. 

The Senate will make a 
decision about witnesses after 
the first part of the trial.
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Some of the words below have many meanings. We give only the 
meanings you need for this month’s newspaper.

WORD HELP
abolitionist noun. A person who 
worked to end slavery in the U.S.
abuse of power noun phrase. Using 
one’s power in an illegal way. 
accomplishment noun. Something 
a person achieves after hard work.
address 1. verb [uh DRESS] To 
speak to a large group. 2. noun 
[AD res] A speech. 
admit verb. To say truthfully 
that one has done something.
airfield noun. An area where 
planes take off and land.
allow verb. 1. Permit. 2. Give 
room for.
amendment noun. An addition 
to a Constitution or law.
applicant noun. A person who is 
applying for a job.
approval noun. Agreement; 
saying yes. 
articles of impeachment noun. 
A list of charges that accuse a 
public official of wrongdoing. 
ash noun. The gray powder that 
is left after something burns.
assassination noun. Killing an
important person. 
assassinate verb. To kill a 
famous or important person.
attend verb. To go to a place 
regularly, such as a school.
battlefield noun. A place where 
armies fought each other.
beads noun, plural. Tiny balls 
that can be used to make jewelry.
Big Dipper noun phrase. A 
constellation in the night sky, 
Ursa Major.
boldface adjective. Dark type. 
brave adjective. Courageous.
britches noun, plural. An old-
fashioned word for pants.
campaign noun. Actions to 
promote a candidate: speeches, 
debates, advertising, etc.
candidate noun. A person who 
wants to be elected or chosen.
Capitol noun. The name of the 
building where congress works. 
(Don’t confuse with capital, 
which is the city in which 
Congress works.)
carnival noun. A week-long time 
of enjoying pleasures before Lent.
caucus noun. A meeting of a 
political group.
celebrate verb. To do things for 
a special occasion or holiday.
celebration noun. A special 
occasion or holiday.
cellar noun. Lowest part of a 
house; basement. 
ceremony noun. A set of formal 
actions to celebrate an event.
champion noun. A team that 
has defeated all others.
character noun. Mental and 
ethical qualities of a person.
civil war noun phrase. A war 
between different parts of a 
country. Civil War: The war 
between southern states and 
northern states (1861-1865).
civilian adjective. Not military.
colony noun. An area that is 
ruled by another country. 
coma noun. Unconsciousness for a 
long period of time.
comfortable adjective. Warm, 
pleasant, well fitting.
commander-in-chief noun phrase. 
The general in charge of an army.
commercial. noun. An 
advertisement on TV or radio.
conductor noun. 1. A person on 
a railroad who collects tickets 
and helps passengers. 2. A person 
who helped runaway slaves 
escape to freedom.
Confederate adjective. Allied, 

joined together for a purpose of 
strength. 
conference noun. In sports, a 
league of teams.
Congress noun. The part of 
government that makes laws for 
the U.S. 
consequence noun. The result 
of some event. 
Constitution noun. The basic 
set of laws of a country.
consult verb. To explain, discuss, 
and get advice from others.
contact 1. verb. To call or write 
to. 2. noun. A person to call or 
write to.
continent noun. A large body 
of land such as North America, 
Asia, Africa, etc.
convention noun. A meeting of 
people in an organization. 
costume noun. Clothing that 
makes the wearer appear to be 
someone different.
crowd noun. A large group of 
people in one place.
cruel adjective. Extremely 
unkind; wanting to hurt. 
cyber adjective. Having to do 
with the Internet.
date noun. A sweet, brown, 
sticky fruit.
debate noun. A question and 
answer program to introduce 
candidates’ ideas to an audience. 
defeat 1. verb. To win against 
another in a battle. 2. noun. A 
loss in a battle.
defend verb. To protect from 
harm; to speak on behalf of 
someone in a court. 
degree noun. A title that a 
college gives to a student who 
has completed a course of study.
delegate noun. A person who 
goes to a convention to speak or 
vote for others. 
demand verb. To ask for 
something in a very strong way.
Democrats noun, plural. 
Members of one of the two main 
political parties in the U.S.
Democratic adjective. Referring 
to the political party.
destroy verb. To completely 
ruin or break apart.
disastrous adjective. Causing 
horrible damage.
disguise [dihs GIYZ] noun. A 
way of dressing to prevent others 
from recognizing a person.
document noun. A paper with 
important information on it.
doubt [dout] verb. Questioning 
the truth of something. 
draft noun. An attempt to write 
a document, before it is ready 
for others to read.
drone noun. An unmanned aircraft 
that someone guides by computers 
at a distance (remote control).
drone strike noun phrase. An attack 
by a missile fired from a drone.
dust noun. The fine, dry, soil of 
the earth.
edit verb. To correct errors in 
someone’s writing. 
elector noun. One of the people 
who cast a state’s official votes 
for president. 
electoral college noun phrase. 
The group of electors in each state 
who cast votes for president.
embarrassed adjective. Feeling 
ashamed or uncomfortable.
employer noun. A person who 
gives another person a job.
escape verb. To get away from 
control by another person.
evidence noun. Facts that show 
that something is true or false.

experience noun. Practical learning 
by actually doing a certain job.
federal adjective. National.
fee noun. A charge for a service.
fire verb. To end a person’s job.
forehead noun. The top part of 
the face over the eyebrows.
format verb. To arrange a 
document so that it is easy to 
read and looks good.
foundation noun. The basis, the 
underlying structure.
funeral noun. A ceremony at 
the time that a person dies.
going to press verb phrase, idiom. 
To be prepared for a printer.
grammatical adjective. Having 
to do with sentence structure.
groundhog noun. A rodent that 
lives in a hole in the ground.
guilty adjective. Responsible 
for some bad event or action. 
gum ridge noun phrase. The 
bone behind the front teeth.
hard palate [PAL it] noun 
phrase. The bone in the upper 
part of the mouth.
heading noun. A title for a 
paragraph or list.
herbs [ERBZ] noun, plural. 
Plants used for cooking, tea, and 
medicine.
hire verb. To give someone a job.
honor 1. verb. To show 
appreciation and respect. 2. 
noun. Award, prize, special 
treatment to show respect.
House of Representatives noun 
phrase. One part of Congress; 
the “Lower House” that has 435 
representatives.
impeach verb. To accuse the 
president of wrong doing, for 
the purpose of removing him 
from office.
impression noun. An idea or 
feeling you get of a person’s 
character or ability. 
inauguration noun. The ceremony 
when a president takes office. 
indent verb. Make space at the 
beginning of a line of typing.
independent adjective. Not 
belonging to another person or 
country.
integrative physician noun 
phrase. A medical doctor who 
uses modern medicine as well 
as nutritional therapies.
interview noun. A meeting to 
give and get information.
Iran Nuclear Deal noun 
phrase. An agreement among 
many nations to reduce 
sanctions on Iran in exhange 
for Iran's promise not to build 
nuclear weapons.
item noun. Thing.
journey noun. A long trip.
kickoff noun. The first act in a 
football game.
leap year noun phrase. A year 
with 366 days.
Lent noun. Forty days of 
sacrifice before Easter.
margin noun. White space on 
the top and sides of a page.
measure verb. To use a device 
to see how long and wide 
something is.
message [MEHS ihj] noun. 
1. A recorded greeting on 
someone’s voicemail. 2. Written 
or recorded information to 
communicate to a person. 
military noun. Having to do 
with Army, Airforce, Marines, 
Navy, etc.
missile noun. A weapon that has 
its own power to fly to a target, 
carrying explosives.
National Security Advisor 
noun phrase. A person who 
advises the president about 
protecting the country.

necklace noun. Jewelry to wear 
around the neck.
network noun. A system of 
connected places and people.
nominate verb. To officially 
name a person to be a candidate. 
nominee noun. A person who 
becomes a party’s candidate.
noon noun. 12 o’clock; in the 
middle of the day.
objective noun. Goal.
obstruction of Congress noun. 
Stopping Congress from doing 
its job. 
official adjective. Approved by 
authorities; the real one. 
on trial prepositional phrase. 
Brought into court where others 
will decide if one is guilty or 
not guilty.
organize verb. To put things 
into a good order.
parade noun. A march of people 
through the streets.
pasta noun. Spaghetti, macaroni, etc.
plantation noun. A large farm 
for growing tobacco, cotton, or 
other crops. 
pledged verb, past. Promised.
plumber noun. A person that 
fixes pipes, faucets, sinks, 
toilets, etc.
political party noun phrase. 
An organization of people with 
similar ideas about government.
post verb. To put something at a 
website on the Internet.
present verb. To show and explain.
prevent verb. To stop 
something from happening.
previous adjective. Referring to 
something that happened before 
now.
priest noun. The leader in a 
church.
primary election noun phrase. 
An election for delegates to a 
political convention.
prospective adjective. Potential; 
possible (employer, husband, wife).
protest verb. To show 
disagreement and dislike for a 
law, event, person, etc.
punctuation noun. The proper 
use of periods, commas, colons, 
semicolons, etc.
punish verb. To do something bad 
to a person who has broken a law.
Quaker noun. A member of a 
religious group which believes 
in creating peace and harmony.
qualities noun, plural. Elements 
of a person’s character, skill, 
education, talent, ethics, etc. 
Quds Force noun phrase. 
A special part of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards, that 
works secretly in other 
countries. 
recently adverb. A short time ago.
reference noun. A person who 
can give information about you. 
refuse verb. To say no. 
replace verb. To change 
something old or broken with a 
new one.
representation noun. The total 
number of members of the 
House and Senators a state has.
Republican noun. One of the 
large political parties in the U.S.
research noun. Scientific 
studies to learn about a topic.
resign [ree ZIYN] verb. To give 
up a position of power.
resolution noun. An official
expression of opinion of Congress. 
resumé noun. A document with 
information about a job applicant.
revenge noun. Punishment given 
to someone who has hurt you. 
revolution noun. A big change.
risk verb. To put oneself into 
danger.
route noun. A path; a set of 

roads going to a certain place. 
runaway noun/adjective. A 
person who is running away. 
sacrifice noun. Something 
someone gives up.
scam noun. A trick to get a 
person’s money.
scheduled adjective. Placed on 
a calendar for a date and time. 
seal verb. To close up. 
Senate noun. One part of 
Congress; the “Upper House” that 
has two senators from each state. 
severely adverb. Cruelly, 
harshly, to an extreme degree.
shadow noun. A dark shape 
formed when an object blocks 
the sun's light.
site noun. Place, location.
skills noun, plural. Abilities.
slave noun. A person who is 
owned by another person.
slavery noun. A system in 
which people are forced to work 
without pay.
spam noun. Unwanted emails.
sprinkler noun. A device used 
to water grass or plants.
state noun. Condition. 
statue [STA choo] noun. A 
figure of a person made from 
wood, metal, or stone.
stranger noun. A person who is 
not known.
strength noun. A strong ability. 
strike noun. Attack with bombs 
or a missile.
struggle noun. A long battle.
subpoena [suhb PEE nuh] noun. 
A legal order to appear in court 
to testify.
super adjective. Very good, 
extra large.
superstition noun. Something 
that is not true, but many people 
believe it.
sweetheart noun. A person who 
is loved.
take office verb phrase. To 
start a job that one is elected or 
appointed to.
template noun. A document 
that is already formatted, that a 
person may add information to.
term noun. A length of time for 
an elected official.
testify verb. To answer 
questions in a court of law.
text noun. A piece of writing.
third party noun phrase. A 
smaller political party. 
thief noun. A person who steals 
without being seen.
trial noun. A hearing in a court 
to determine if a person is guilty 
or not guilty of a wrong doing.
troops noun, plural. Soldiers; 
marines, etc.
typeface noun. A style of print.
underground adjective. Below 
the ground; secret. 
union noun. An organization of 
states. Union: the United States.
vending machine noun. A 
machine that sells things.
voiced adjective. A sound made 
with the vibrations of the vocal 
cords. 
volunteer noun. A person who 
works willingly without pay.
weapon noun. A device used to 
hurt others or destroy property.
whistleblower noun. A person
who tells about wrong doing of 
a business or government. 
withheld verb, past form of 
withhold. To keep money from a 
person who is supposed to get it.
witness noun. A person who has 
seen or heard an event and tells 
about it.


