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Life in the U.S.A.
Crimes* and punishments*

Crimes are acts that are 
against the law*. Some 
crimes are not doing 
something that the law says 
people must do. 

Types of crimes

There are personal 
crimes, property* crimes, 
incomplete crimes, and 
statutory* crimes.

Personal crimes are: 
harming* or threatening 
to harm another person. 
Kidnapping*, murder, 
manslaughter*, rape*, and 
child abuse* are personal crimes.

Property crimes take away a 
person’s right to have and use his 
or her own property. Some property 
crimes are: robbery, burglary*,  
shoplifting*, embezzlement*, 
forgery*, arson*, carjacking*, 
identity theft*, scams*, and 
receiving stolen goods*.

Incomplete crimes are crimes that 
have been planned or started, but 
not completed: attempted* robbery, 
attempted murder, and conspiracy* to 
commit* a crime.

Statutory crimes are acts that are not 
allowed by a state or federal statute*. 
Some examples are perjury*, driving

A new Congress* begins in January
On January 3, the 116th Congress* 

will meet in Washington, D.C. 
Americans elected this Congress on 
November 6, 2018.

Many changes 

There are 535 members* of 
Congress: 100 senators and 435 
representatives. The new Congress 
is the most diverse* in U.S. history. 
There are now 125 women. That’s 
23% of the total.  

Fifty-five members of the 116th 
Congress are black, 40 members 
are Hispanic. Four are Native 
Americans. 

Most members of Congress are 
These are the newest members of the 116th Congress. They were elected November 6, 2018, and will start to work 
on January 3, 2019. They are in front of the Capitol* building November 14, 2018. Photo By Tom Williams/CQ 
Roll Call via AP Images
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A thief* is stealing a bike. Bigstockphoto.com
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On January 1, many people travel to Philadelphia to see the 
Mummers’ Parade. This New Year’s Day event began more than 
2,000 years ago in Rome. 

Events in
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New Year’s Day
New Year’s Day is a national holiday. Banks, schools, and most 

workplaces and stores are closed. Some people just sleep late on 
this day. Other people visit family and friends. There are many 
football games on TV. For Roman Catholics, it is a holy* day. 
Some people make their plans for the future on this day. 

The Mummers* Parade

January 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

New Year’s Day is a good 
time to have a new start. Some 
people make New Year’s 
resolutions. Here are some 
examples.

“I will stop smoking.”

“I will lose 20 pounds.”

“I will exercise every day.”

“I will always do my   
    homework.”

Old habits* are very hard 
to break. It isn’t easy to create 

new habits. Some people 
say that it takes 21 days to 
create a new habit. Here are 
some tips for keeping your 
resolutions: 

Write a list of the good 
things that will come from the 
new habit. Read it each day.  

Don’t give up. One mistake 
doesn’t mean your resolution 
was a bad idea. If you fail, 
start again. 

New Year’s Resolutions*

January is the first month of the year. The 
name comes from the Roman god Janus. 
Janus was the god of beginnings and endings, 
doorways, and gates. He had two faces. One 
face looked to the past, and one face looked to 
the future. 

January

Janus  Photo: Wikipedia.com

Orthodox* 
Christmas 

Why do some Christians celebrate Christmas on January 7th? 
It’s 13 days after other people thought Christmas was over.

The Gregorian* calendar is the calendar that most people 
around the world use today. Eastern Orthodox* Christians use a 
Julian* calendar for the dates of their holidays. This calendar is 
13 days out of sync* with the Western calendar. Russian, Greek, 
Bulgarian, Ukrainian, and Serb Orthodox Christians celebrate 
their Christmas on January 7. That’s because January 7 on the 
Julian calendar is December 25 on the Gregorian calendar. 

Orthodox Christians prepare for Christmas differently 
from western Christians. They do not have a lot of parties in 
December. They eat very little meat, milk, eggs, cheese, or other 
food from animals during the 40 days before Christmas. They 
spend more time praying and helping poor people. 

Giving to the poor helps the Orthodox Christians feel 
connected with other people. Limiting* their food helps them 
feel more in control of themselves and their appetites*. They feel 
closer to God. They feel more love and sympathy* for others. 

On Christmas Day, people eat a good meal to break the long 
fast*. The food tastes much better because they have gone a long 
time without delicious food. It is a time of peace and new hope.

There are special activities at their church on Christmas Day. 
Candles burn in churches. People give gifts. 

A Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Christmas Mass, January 7. The Reverend Lawrence 
Barriger, center, is the pastor at St. Michael The Archangel Orthodox Church in 
Freeland, Pennsylvania. AP Photo/Hazleton Standard-Speaker, Eric Conover

Today, 
mummers 
spend months 
making their 
costumes*. 
The parade 
can last from 
six to ten 
hours. There 
are prizes 
for the best 
costumes. 

Bigstockphoto.com

Bigstockphoto.com
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January

How is the country doing? What are the most 
important problems we have? What does the government 
need to do? 

In late January each year, the President of the United 
States tells Congress about conditions* in the nation. 
The President’s speech is called the “State of the Union 
address*.” He tells about his goals* for the country for 
the year. 

The senators* and the representatives* meet 
together in the House of Representatives. The 
President’s Cabinet*, the Supreme Court justices*, and 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff* will also be there. The First 
Lady*, Melania Trump, will be there. There will be 
special guests whom the President wants to honor*. 

Many TV networks* will broadcast* this speech. The 
date was not yet decided when Easy English NEWS went 
to press. Check Google for “Date and time for State of 
the Union Address, 2019”. 

The State* of the Union*

Last year’s State of the Union address: President Donald Trump spoke to both houses of 
Congress in the House of Representatives, January 30, 2018 AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite

A Montgomery police officer takes Rosa Parks’ 
fingerprints. Rosa Parks was a black woman in 
Montgomery, Alabama, who refused to give her seat 
on a segregated bus to a white passenger. When 
she was arrested*, black people in Montgomery 
boycotted the bus company for 382 days. AP Photo

Martin 
Luther King 
Jr.* was one 
of the most 
important 
leaders of 
the twentieth 
century. He was 
born January 
15, 1929. 
Americans 
celebrate his 
life on the 
third Monday 

of January. This 
year it is January 21.

Martin Luther King Jr. was a Christian 
minister*. He led a nationwide 
movement* to end segregation* and to get 
complete civil rights* for black people. 

The work was 
dangerous. The police 
arrested* King for 
leading a bus boycott* 
in Alabama. When he 
got out of jail, someone 
threw a bomb into his 
house. It almost killed 
him and his family. 

Even though 
other people were 
violent, King taught 
non-violence*. He 
said that love was 
stronger than hate. He 
formed the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) to 
fight segregation. He 
wrote books, went on 
speaking tours, and led 

Martin Luther King Junior* Day

Martin Luther King, Jr. AP Photo

sit-ins* in restaurants. In 1958, a person 
with a knife stabbed King and almost killed 
him.

He visited India to study the way that 
Gandhi used non-violence to free India from 
Great Britain.  

March* on Washington

In 1963, 250,000 people came to 
Washington, D.C. They wanted Congress to 
pass a voting rights law. King spoke to the 
crowd that day. His speech became the most 
famous speech of the twentieth century. 
People call it the I Have a Dream speech. 

In 1964, Martin Luther King Jr. was the 
youngest person to ever win the Nobel 
Peace Prize* for his work. King then 
started to work for the rights of all poor 
people, white and black. He started the Poor 

People’s Campaign*. 
He spoke against 
U.S.A.’s war in 
Vietnam. 

King is 
assassinated*

In 1968, King 
was assassinated in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
He was just 39 years 
old. He left behind his 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 

  Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 

            —Martin Luther King, Jr.

wife and four young children. Police caught 
his killer, James Earl Ray. Ray pleaded* 
guilty* to shooting King. He spent the rest 
of his life in jail. 

There is a 
memorial to honor* 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. in the 
Washington, D.C. 
Mall*.  
You can hear his 
famous “I Have 
a Dream” speech 
on Youtube:https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s.

Memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Bigstockphoto.com
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This is your page

Send your story to ESL@
elizabethclaire.com. Write 
your story title and your name 
in the subject line. 

Please see our website for 
writer’s guidelines. We 
pay $20 for each story we 
publish. Write your name, 
and mailing address so we 
can send you payment if we 
print your story. Tell us your 
home country, and your email 
address, too.

Dr. Lynn Corigliano

New Year’s Eve 
plans

My boyfriend and I were 
excited about New Year’s Eve. 
We got tickets for a romantic 
dinner on a party boat. We 
thought it was a great way to 
celebrate this special time!

We were in line for the boat 
with many people. The boat 
was late. We waited in very 
cold weather for over an hour. 
I couldn’t feel my feet or toes. 
Finally, they let us in! 

It was very cold on the boat. 
We sat down and had some 
drinks. It helped us warm up a 
little bit. 

The boat captain announced 
that they cancelled* all the 
plans because of bad weather. 
They would give us our money 
back. 

Now, we had a problem about 
where to go and what to do. 
Then they announced, “Food 
is ready if you’d like to have 
some dinner.” We were fine 
with that!

The food was good. It was 
warm and free! It was strange 
to be on a boat that didn’t 
move. After all the problems, 
we were happy. 

We just wanted to go home. 
We took the train and thought 
our troubles were over. On 
the way home, our train broke 
down. We were stuck there for 
an hour.

Our plans didn’t work out 
the way we wanted them to. We 
still had fun. We hope we have 
many more crazy, surprising, 
and unforgettable New Year’s 
Eve celebrations.

Mehtap Sever
Westport, Connecticut

(Turkey)

Wrong answer
I was very nervous when 

I went to get my alien 
document*. The woman who 
asked me questions wasn’t 
very friendly. She asked me if 
I knew my husband’s parents. 
I told her that I did. She said, 
“His parents died before you 

could meet them.”

In Brazil, when we use the 
word parents, we mean our 
own family. We don’t mean 
our husband’s parents. I didn’t 
understand the question.

She didn’t give me the 
document. She said that she 
would look at it again. After 30 
days, she said that everything 
was okay. 

Now I have my alien card. 
I was so happy that my wrong 
answer didn’t stop me from 
getting it.

Edvane Silva
Jacksonville, Florida

 (Brazil)

Places to visit 
I visited different places 

with my friends and family. I 
wanted to know more about this 
country. 

New York City was one of 
my favorite cities. There is 
always something going on. It’s 
very busy and has many places 
to visit: Empire State Building, 
Statue of Liberty, Madison 
Square Garden, Central Park, 
and Chinatown.

Washington, D.C. is another 
busy city with lots of tourists*. 
There are important landmarks: 
Capitol Hill, thWhite House, 
and National Monument. There 
are also many museums to visit. 

Florida is a great place to 
have fun with younger family 
members at Disney World. You 
can visit: Animal Kingdom, 
Magic Kingdom, Hollywood 
Studios, and Epcot. Here you 
can learn about American 
culture in a fun way.

Hawaii is a beautiful island 
that grows coffee plants. It has 
public beaches and beautiful 
scenery. 

Chicago has many beautiful 
and famous skyscrapers* and 
public artwork. You can visit 
Millennium Park, Willis Tower, 

John Hancock Center, and many 
wonderful museums. You can 
also enjoy Chicago’s delicious 
deep-dish pizza. 

I hope you have a chance to 
visit some of these wonderful 
places!

Maruful I. Bhuiyan 
Woodbridge, Virginia 

(Bangladesh)

Strange way to eat
I traveled in Europe with a 

friend. We stayed in a hotel. 
A man from India talked to 
us about Indian culture and 
traditions. He told us that 
Indian people eat with their 
toes. I was shocked to hear this! 
When I came back to the U.S., I 
told a friend what the man said. 

She laughed and said, “You 
mean fingers, not toes! (Dedos 
de mano, not dedos de pie) 
don’t you?” I was so glad she 
explained this to me. I was 
happy to learn that this strange 
Indian custom wasn’t true.

Yesica Duran
New Rochelle, New York

(Dominican Republic)

Stranger surprise
I teach in a small town in 

Kentucky. I walk to the grocery 
store because I don’t have a car. 
It takes me about 30 minutes.

One morning, I finished 
grocery shopping. I had five 
bags in my hands. A truck 
stopped in front of me. The 
driver said, “Hello. Where do 
you live? Do you need a ride?” 

It was such a surprise. This 
never happened to me in China. 
Strangers never offered rides. 
I thought for a minute and 
said, “Hi. I live beside the 
high school. Can you drive me 
there?” He said, “No problem!”

We talked a lot on the way 
home. In America, people are 

friendly. They are happy to give 
a ride to someone in need. 

Ouyang Wentao 
Brandenburg, Kentucky 

(China)

Editor’s Note: We’re glad that 
this turned out ok. However, 
Police warn everyone: Never 
take a ride from a stranger!

Fishing fun
One weekend my brother took 

me fishing at the lake. I was so 
excited! I was going to catch 
a big fish. I set up my fishing 
pole. I warned* everyone 
behind me. I said, “This is 
my first time!” I threw my 
pole back. I needed to bring it 
forward into the water.

My brother yelled, “You 
didn’t catch a fish! You caught 
me! Don’t move the pole or 
I’ll get hurt.” I didn’t move. I 
was so scared. I didn’t know 
I caught him. I apologized. I 
didn’t mean to hurt him. 

I moved far away from 
others. I tried again to put the 
fishing pole into the water. I 
waited and waited to catch a 
fish. I didn’t catch anything. 

After a while, I felt alone in 
the middle of the water. Fishing 
didn’t seem like so much fun 
anymore. 

Choua Vang
Minneapolis Minnesota

(Thailand)

All photos on this page are 
from Bigstockphoto.com
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Ask a speech coach

Gene Zerna is the producer and 
director of Master Spoken English, 
Feeling Phonics. This five-DVD 
program helps speakers improve* 
pronunciation and fluency. It’s also great 
for training teachers in helping students 
modify their accents.

Gene Zerna is available for private 
coaching via webcam, small groups, and 
teacher training. Very reasonable rates. 

Visit 

MasterSpokenEnglish.com 
 
Contact Gene at
Gene@MasterSpokenEnglish.com

Dear Gene Zerna,
My Spanish-speaking students 

always put an extra vowel* 
before words like school, 
spoon, street. They say eschool, 
espoon, estreet. How can I help 
them?

Ms. Rosalie Durman

Dear Ms. Durman,

Words in Spanish never begin 
with sc, sl, sm, sn, sp, or st. So 
when Spanish speakers speak 
English, they have trouble 
with these sounds. They need 
instruction and practice. 

Step One: Practice a hissing 
sound with no vowel* in front 
of the s. This should not be a 
problem:

ssssssssssssss

Step Two: Make the hissing 
sound and quickly add the rest 
of the word.

sssssss poon
sssssss chool
sssssss treet
Ssssss pain
sssssss kate
sssssss kin
sssssss peech
Ssssss panish
sssssss ky
sssssss team

Step Three: Have the students 
repeat the words after you at 
a normal speed. (If students 
insert the e at the beginning of 
the words, go back and practice 
Step Two.)

school  street  skin
skate  speech  sky
steam  spoon  stand
stove  stick  stuff
stamp  still  stink
stair  space  sport
spell  slap  sleep
slide  sloppy  skirt
skunk  scale  scout
snake  snack             snore
smoke  smell             smile
small  speak             spot

Step Four: Practice these 
sentences: 

Sssssteve ssssstudies Sssssspanish 
in ssssschool.
Steve studies Spanish in school. 

I ssssmell sssssmoke.
I smell smoke.

The scout spoke about Spain.
I sleep but I don’t snore. 
The spoon is on the stove.
She wore a skinny skirt.

Step Five: Practice this story:

Once upon a time, there was 
a young man named Steve. 
Steve was from Spain, so of 
course, he spoke Spanish. 

One morning, Steve was 
sleeping.

He woke up when he smelled 
a very strange smell. He 
thought it might be a skunk. 
 It really stank* . 

Steve stared out his window. 
A skinny 
stranger* was 
smoking a 
stinky* cigar. 
Steve slammed* 
the window 
down and went 
back to sleep.  

Steve was sleeping. Bigstockphoto.com

On the night of January 20 there will be a total* eclipse 
of the Moon. In a total* eclipse, the earth’s shadow* 
completely covers the Moon. The Moon looks red. It 
reflects* light from the earth. It is an amazing sight. 

There are two or three lunar* eclipses each year. They 
happen only at times of full Moon. Only people “on the night 
side” of the earth can see a lunar eclipse. 

People in North and South America can see the January 20 
eclipse if the skies are clear. As the eclipse begins, you can 
see the round shadow of the earth covering up part of the 
Moon. After about an hour and ten minutes the shadow will 
completely cover the Moon. 

SUN

MOON

EARTH

Earth’s orbit* 
 around the Sun Earth’s shadow

The Moon’s orbit  
around Earth

Moon’s shadow

In an eclipse of the Moon, the Sun, Moon, and Earth are in a straight line. The Moon is 
behind the Earth, in the Earth’s shadow. Staff drawing. Moon Photo: Wikipedia: Eclipse 
of the moon 

An eclipse* of the Moon

Source: Timeanddate.com

January 20-21

Time zone      Eastern   Central Mountain    Pacific

Eclipse begins 11:41 PM    10:41 PM   9:41 PM 8:41PM

Total eclipse     12:12 AM   11:12PM 10:12PM 9:12 PM

Eclipse ends    12:43AM   11:43 PM 10:43 PM.     9:43 PM

Listen  
to this article at  

Elizabethclaire.com
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America the Beautiful
Yosemite National Park
Yosemite [yo SEM ih tee] National Park is in 

California. It is one of the most beautiful places in 
America. More than three million visitors come here 
each year to see the high waterfalls, deep valleys*, 
huge rocks, giant trees, and lovely wild flowers. 
There are many squirrels, mule* deer, bears, 
bighorn sheep, and many other animals.  

Yosemite Valley was formed by a glacier*. When 
the glacier melted*, it left rounded domes* and  
huge* monoliths*. 

El Capitan is a huge granite* monolith. It’s nearly 
3,000 feet high. Rock climbers come from around 
the world to climb El Capitan. They also try to climb  
Half Dome*. Half Dome rises 4,733 feet from the 
valley. 

Visitors can go hiking* and horseback riding on 
800 miles of trails*. 

The park has many family activities. There are 
nature walks with park rangers*. The rangers talk 
about the nature and history of the valley. At 
night people sing around campfires. Rangers give 
lessons about the stars. 

 

A butterfly visits flowers at 
Yosemite National Park.

Sequoia* trees at Yosemite National Park 

Rafting* on the Merced River in Yosemite 
National Park

There are many 
colorful birds at 
Yosemite. This 
one is Stellar’s 
jay. 

The view of Yosemite Valley from Glacier Point  

Tourists at the Tunnel View Overlook in Yosemite National Park  

Left: “Staircase to 
Heaven” A view 
from Half Dome 
Trail in Yosemite 
National Park  

You can see many mule deer at 
Yosemite. They have big ears, 
like a mule’s. 

Yosemite Falls is the highest waterfall in the U.S. The 
water falls 2,425 feet.

You can get basic 
information and maps 
of Yosemite National 
Park in Spanish, 
French, Italian, German, 
Japanese, and Chinese 
at http://www.nps.gov/
yose/planyourvisit/
brochures.htm 

All photos from  
Bigstockphoto.comListen  

to this article at  
Elizabethclaire.com
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Heroes and History
How did the smartphone get so smart?

Two hundred years ago, it was very 
difficult to communicate with people who 
were far away. News and letters could take 
weeks to get to their destinations*.

 The telegraph*

In the 
1830s, British 
inventors* 
found a way 
to send an 
electrical 
signal* over a 
wire. In 1838, 
an American, 

Samuel Morse created a special code* 
to use. The code used short and long 
electrical pulses* to stand for letters of the 

alphabet. 

The Western 
Union 
Company built 
telegraph lines 
alongside 
railroad tracks. 
In 1861, the 
lines reached 
California. 
A message* 

could now travel across the United States 
instantly*. 

The telegraph made a huge difference. 
The country was connected. But the 
telegraph could not send a person’s voice.

The telephone

In 1860, an Italian immigrant, Antonio 
Meucci, invented a way to convert* sound 
vibrations* to electrical signals. The 
human voice could travel over telegraph 
wires. Meucci did not have the money to 
get a patent*. Alexander Graham Bell 
got a patent for his own 
invention of the telephone in 
1876.  

When President 
Rutherford B. Hayes 
saw Bell’s telephone he 
said,“That’s an amazing 
invention. But who would 
ever want to use it?” 

Alexander Bell started the 
Bell Telephone Company 
to make and sell telephones. 
By 1910 there were six 
million telephones in the 
United States. Operators* 
connected people’s calls.  

Radio

Nikola Tesla invented 
the first radio in 1892. 
He caused electricity to 
flow into a transmitter* to 

produce radio waves*. Radio waves travel 
through the air at the speed of light. They 
don’t need wires. 

Tesla didn’t get a patent for his radio 
quickly enough. In 1896, Guglielmo 
Marconi patented the radio as his invention. 

Radios could send and receive messages 
from ships at sea. People used two-way 
radios to talk to other people with radios. 
In 1920, the Westinghouse Company set up 
the first public broadcasting* station. It 
broadcast news, music, and sports events. 
That helped Westinghouse sell a lot of radios.

Radiophones

In 1946, the Bell Telephone Company 
made radiophones for cars. Police could 
communicate with each other. Truck drivers 
could talk to each other 
on the roads. 

Mobile* phones

Martin Cooper, an 
engineer* at Motorola, 
invented the first hand-
held mobile cell phone 
in 1973. It weighed more 
than two pounds. Ten years later, Motorola 
started to sell smaller cell phones.

Cell phones are different from landline* 
telephones. Cell phones use radio waves 
to send and receive sounds through the 
air. Cell towers* increase the distance the 
radio signals can travel. Many companies 
began making cell phones and building cell 
towers. Cell phones came with a stylus*. 
People used the stylus to tap the numbers 
they wanted to call.

Smartphones

In 1992, IBM created 
the first smartphone, 
the Simon Personal 
Communicator. It could 
send and receive emails 
and faxes. It had an 
address book and a 
calendar. 

About that time, Japan and South Korea 
were making the first camera phones.

The iPhone

In 2007, Steve Jobs, the chairman 
of Apple 
Incorporated, 
introduced* 
the iPhone. 
(The i stands 
for Internet.) 
It completely 
changed the 
world of 
smartphones. 

The way it 
worked was 
very different. 
It had a touch 
screen*. It had 
enough memory 
to download and 
play music. It 
could do most 
of the things 
that a computer 
was able to do. 
A person could now 
carry the Internet in his or her pocket! 
Apple sold a million iPhones in just over 
two months.

Another reason smartphones are so smart 
is because of apps* (short for applications). 
An app is a small computer program. There 
are apps to get news, weather, maps, a 
camera, a flashlight, an alarm clock, music, 
a calendar, calculator, translators, and more. 

Many apps come free with a smartphone. 
You can pay for other apps by credit card. 
You can choose from two million apps to 
download* onto your smartphone. 

With an app for your bank, you can 
deposit* checks and pay bills. With a GPS 
app, you can get directions for driving your 
car to your destination. If you don’t have 
a car, an app will let you call Uber or Lyft 
when you need a ride. 

Changes in people’s lives

In the past ten years, smartphones have 
changed the way people get news and other 

information. 
They have 
changed the way 
businesses reach 
their customers. 
They have 
changed the way 
people  meet 
new people and 
socialize* with 

friends and family. 

The average* smartphone owner spends 
140 minutes a day using their phone. They 
spend less time with the actual people in 
front of them. They text* instead of talk. 
Teenagers suffer* from neck pain from 
looking down at their phones. There may be 
dangers from radiation*. 

There are five billion cell phone users 
in the world. Cell phones have brought the 
world closer together. But in some ways 
they have kept people farther apart. 

by Kimberly Kopfman

All photos from  
Bigstockphoto.com

Telegraph for sending Morse Code

Telegraph/telephone lines along a 
railroad

Telephone, about 
1910

Telephone about  
1940

Radiophone about 
1970

A cell tower

Taking a Selfie with a smartphone

The iPhone from Apple

A man with a smartphone
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Crossword Puzzle

Across

Down

11.

 1. The month before February
 7. Past tense of sit
 10. An individual thing; one of 

something in a measurement. 
A mile is a ___ of distance. 

 11. That is; id est (abbreviation)
 12. A prefix that means before
 13. A thick slice of meat from 

beef, fish, or lamb
 15. A South American animal that 

carries things for farmers 
 17. Computers, cell phones, 

iPods, MP3 players, etc., are 
all modern ____.

 19. Frozen water
 20. Short name for Evelyn
 21. “Be quiet.” (interjection)
 23. Common Era (abbreviation)
 24. When it’s cold, put on some 

____________.

sister’s daughter is your 
_______.

 4. Salt Lake City is in the state 
of  ____.

 5. Rhode Island (abbreviation)
 6. Speak in a very loud voice: 

“You don’t have to ___; I 
can hear you easily.”

 7. Italian food with tomato 
sauce and meatballs

 8. Military land force; 
organization of soldiers

 9.  A hot drink
 14. Past form of know
 16. Opposite of found
 18. Part of a stove; you can bake 

bread in an _____.
 22. Extrasensory Perception 

(abbreviation) 
24. New Jersey is a _____. 
25. Verb (be): I __ a student.
26. Spanish name for Raymond
28. Intravenous tubes used in a 

hospital to put liquids into a 

person’s veins (abbreviation) 
32. National Rifle Association 

(abbreviation)
33. Preposition Let’s meet __ 3 

o’clock.
34. Verb (be): He __ here.
35. Pronoun for “you and me”
36. Connecticut (abbreviation)
37. Same as 40 Across 

Have you heard people use these idioms? 
Illustrations by Dave Nicholson 

1. Because it’s too far to walk. 2. A hot dog                                           
   3 .Any animal can. Houses cannot jump. 

Answers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39 40

 27. To correct a writer’s 
mistakes

 29. New Mexico (abbreviation)
 30. A soft knock on a door
 31. Man’s name
 33. Automated Teller Machine 

(abbreviation)
 34. Read the ______ manual to 

find out how to put the bike 
together.

 38. Street (abbreviation)
 39. North, South, ___, and West
 40. Opposite of yes

 1. Fair treatment under the law
 2. A pronoun must have the 

same gender and number as 
its _____. 

 3. Your brother’s or your 

Riddles*

1. Why do birds fly south?

2. What kind of dog has no tail?

3. What kind of animal can jump  
  higher than a house? 

 1. to hang by a thread*
to be in danger of losing, 
dying, failing, etc. 

Oz was hit by a truck. He’s 
in the hospital and his life is 
hanging by a thread. 

Their marriage is hanging by 
a thread. I hope they see a 
counselor.

 4. from the bottom of 
the barrel
what is left that no one else 
wants

These apples are from the 
bottom of the barrel. They 
look rotten*.

It’s very easy to get into 
Pickles University. Their 
students are from the 
bottom of the barrel. 

 3. (not) touch that with 
a ten-foot pole
to stay away from a 
disliked thing, or a 
difficult problem

“Do you like cats?” “No, 
I wouldn’t touch one with 
a ten-foot pole.”

Jack has stopped eating 
beef*. He says he 
wouldn’t touch it with a 
ten-foot pole.

2.  rob Peter to pay 
Paul
to take money from one 
person to pay for another

If we pay our rent, we 
won’t have enough 
money to buy food. We 
have to eat, so we’ll 
be late with our rent 
payment. That’s robbing 
Peter to pay Paul.
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Christian. There are also seven Jews, 
three Muslims, three Buddhists, and three 
Hindus.

Many “firsts”

The first two Muslim women were 
elected to Congress: Rashida Tlaib, a 
Palestinian-American, is a representative 
from Michigan. Ilhan Omar, a Somali-
American is a representative from 
Minnesota. The first two Native American 
women were elected: Debra Haaland from 
New Mexico (Laguna Pueblo), and Sharice 
Davids from Kansas (Ho-Chunk Nation). 

The first Eritrian-American, Joseph 
Neguse, son of African immigrants, was 
elected from the state of Colorado. 

The youngest woman ever elected to 
Congress is Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez from 
Queens, New York. She is 29.

Non-voting members of Congress

There are non-voting members in the 
House of Representatives. They may speak, 
but they do not vote. They are from U.S. 
territories*: American Samoa, Guam, 
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
The United States Virgin Islands. 

Voters in Washington, D.C. also elect a 
member to represent* the city, but she or 
he does not vote.

Who’s in charge?

Congress is split* between two political 
parties*.

The House of Representatives* has 235 
Democrats* and 200 Republicans*. The 
Democrats have the majority* in the House.

The Senate* has 53 Republicans and 
47 Democrats. The Republicans have the 
majority in the Senate. 

Problems for Congress 

Democrats and Republicans do not 
agree* on how to fix many problems. They 
don’t even agree on what the problems are. 

Some of the problems the country needs 
Congress to work on: 

•  a new immigration law
•  lower costs of health care and 

medicines
•  prepare for climate change*
•  pay down the national debt* 
•  decide about taxes 
•  repair highways, roads, bridges, 

tunnels, airports, and other parts of 
our infrastructure* 

•  strengthen gun-control laws
•  approve* the USMCA treaty* about 

free trade with Canada and Mexico
•  clean up corruption*
•  reduce* the influence* of money in 

politics 
•  strengthen laws about ethics* and 

voting rights.
Some Democrats want to impeach* 

President Trump and Supreme Court 
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh. Some 
Republicans want to investigate* possible 
illegal activity by former Secretary of State 
and presidential candidate Hillary Clinton. 
They also want to investigate James 
Comey, former Director of the FBI.

With a Democratic House and 

A new Congress begins in January

Mitch McConnell, 
Republican senator from 
Kentucky, is the majority 
leader* in the Senate. 

Nancy Pelosi, 
Democratic 
congresswoman from 
California, is the Speaker 
of the House.

Kevin McCarthy, 
a Republican from 
California, is the House 
minority leader.

Vice President Mike Pence 
is the president of the 
Senate.

President Donald Trump 
may sign or veto any bill 
that Congress passes. 

Leaders in Congress
Each political party in Congress chooses 

its leaders in the Senate and in the House 
of Representatives. 

 Senate: Mitch McConnell, a Republican 
from Kentucky, is still the Senate majority 
leader. Chuck Schumer, a Democrat from 
New York, is the Senate minority leader*.
They had those same jobs in the 115th 
Congress. 

Ilhan Omar
Rashida Tlaib

Sharice Davids

Debra Haaland

Joseph Neguse Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez

House of Representatives: Nancy 
Pelosi, a Democrat from California, is the 
Speaker of the House*. Kevin McCarthy, 
a Republican from California, is the 
minority leader in the House. 

U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, a 
Republican, presides* over the Senate. 
When there is a tie vote* (50-50), the vice 
president votes to break the tie. 

Republican Senate, it will not be easy  to 
pass laws. President Trump can veto* laws 
he doesn’t like. Congress can pass the law 
“over” his veto if two thirds of each house 
of Congress votes for it. 

Chuck Schumer, 
Democratic senator from 
New York, is the minority 
leader* in the Senate.

All photos from Wikipedia.com
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under the influence*, selling drugs, selling 
alcohol or cigarettes to a minor*, and 
leaving the scene* of an accident. 

Misdemeanors* [MIHS duh MEEN uhrs]

Minor* crimes are called misdemeanors. 
The penalty* for a misdemeanor is a fine* 
or up to one year in jail. Each state decides 
which crimes are misdemeanors. Some 
misdemeanors are shoplifting*, driving 
under the influence of alcohol or drugs, 
illegal gambling*, disturbing the peace*, 
public intoxication*, carrying a concealed 
weapon, and resisting a police officer. 

Misdemeanors are divided into classes. 
Punishments for a Class I misdemeanor 
may be a fine of up to 25,000 dollars, 
time in jail up to twelve months, or both 
a fine and jail time together. Class II 
misdemeanors have lower fines and shorter 
jail time. 

Felonies*

Major* crimes are called felonies. The 
punishments* are more than one year in 
prison or up to life in prison. Thirty-two 
states have a death penalty for murder; 18 
states do not. 

Some of the most common crimes today 
are identity theft*, scams* over the 
Internet. Young people, immigrants, and 
older people are often victims. Never give 
out your personal information to a person 
or place that you are not 100% sure of. 
Some scams have fake websites that look 
real. 

Immigration crimes

It is illegal to enter the U.S. without 
permission. It’s a crime to use forged* 
documents to get a residence card in the 
U.S.  It is a crime to marry someone for 

Crimes and punishments

purse snatcher*, assault*,  
mugger*, extortioner*,  pickpocket
assault, kidnapper*,  thief*        Bigstockphoto.com

the purpose of helping them get permission 
to live in the United States. It is a crime to 
hire a person who is not a legal resident of 
the United States. 

To see a complete list of crimes in your 
state, search Google for “list of crimes” or 
go to http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/
admin/sentcomm/mastercrimelist.pdf.

Next month, in February’s Easy English 
NEWS: What happens when a person is 
arrested*?

Take good care of your credit card. Bigstockphoto.
com
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Let’s talk about it
A new Congress begins in 
January (pages 1 and 9)

 1. How many senators and how 
many representatives are in 
Congress?

 2. Which party has the majority 
in the Senate? Which party 
has the majority in the 
House? Which party does 
President Trump belong to?

 3. Tell ten important jobs 
Congress has to do.

 4. Which of these jobs seems 
most important to you? 
Why?

 5. Who are these people: Mitch 
McConnell? Nancy Pelosi? 
Kevin McCarthy? Chuck 
Schumer? Mike Pence?

 6. What can President Trump 
do if he doesn’t like a law 
that the Congress passes?

 7. Tell the meaning of these 
words: majority, debt, veto, 
minority, preside, diverse, 
political party, impeach, 
investigate. 

Crimes and punishments 
(pages 1 and 10)

 1. What is a crime?
 2. What are some personal 

crimes?
 3. What are some property 

crimes?
 4.  What is an incomplete 

crime?
 5. What crimes can be 

punished by more than a 
year in prison?

 6. Tell the meaning of these 
words: kidnapping, burglary, 
arson, conspiracy, perjury, 

minor, penalty, shoplifting.

Events (pages 2 and 3)

  1. What are some New Year’s 
Day activities in the U.S.? 

 2. What are some customs in 
your home country for New 
Year’s Day?

 3. Do you have plans for New 
Year’s Day? Tell about them.

 4. Will you make any New 
Year’s Resolutions?

 5. What will help you keep 
your resolutions?

 6. Why do Eastern Orthodox 
Christians have Christmas 
on January 7?

 7. How do Orthodox Christians 
prepare for Christmas?

 8. What feelings do they have 
after 40 days of limiting 
their food?

 9. Who was Martin Luther 
King, Jr.?

 10. Listen to Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s “I have a dream” 
speech. 

 11. Finish this quote from 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
“Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can 
do that. Hate cannot ____” 
What does it mean to you?

 12. What is the purpose of the 
State of the Union address?

 13. Where is it? Who gives it? 
Who listens to it?

 14. In your opinion, what is the 
“State of the School” at your 
school? What works well? 
What can be made better?

 15. Tell the meaning of these 
words: mummer, resolution, 
habit, CE, charity, junior, 

  Answers to  
   Crossword Puzzle

minister, movement, 
segregation, civil rights, 

  sit-in, Nobel Peace Prize.

 This is your page (page 4)

  1. Have you ever gone on a 
party boat? Tell about it.

 2. Tell about a time when you 
didn’t understand a person in 
an interview.

 3. What places have you visited 
in the United States? Tell 
about one of them.

 4. What are some interesting 
places to visit in your home 
country?

 5. Why did Yesica Duran 
misunderstand the word for 
fingers?

 6. Why is it dangerous to get 
into a car with a stranger?

 7. Have you ever gone fishing? 
Tell about it. 

 8. Tell the meaning of these 
words: romantic, cancel, 
announce, document, 
landmark, hook.

Eclipse of the Moon (page 5)

 1. What causes an eclipse of 
the Moon?

 2. How often is there an eclipse 
of the Moon?

 3. Can people see the eclipse 
from any place in the world?

 4. Have you seen an eclipse 
before?

 5.  Will you stay up late to see 
the eclipse on January 20? 
What time will it be in your 
time zone?

 6. Tell the meaning of these 
words: eclipse, shadow, 
orbit, total, lunar, reflect.

America the Beautiful 
(page 6)

  1. Where is Yosemite National 
Park? What can you do and 
see there? 

 2. What is the most beautiful 
place you have seen in the 
U.S.? Tell about it. 

 3. What is the most beautiful 
place you have seen in your 
home country? Tell about it.

 4. Tell the meaning of these 
words: glacier, valley, 
ranger, trail, melt, interest. 

 How did the smartphone get 
so smart? (page 7)

 1. What is Morse code? Why 
was it useful?

  2. What did President 
Hayes say about the first 
telephone?

 3. What were the first radios 
used for?

 4. In what ways is the 
smartphone different from 
the first cell phones?

 5. Do you have a smart phone? 
What apps do you have on 
it? 

 6. How has a smartphone 
changed your life? (Or, 
how do you think your life 
would change if you had a 
smartphone?)

 7. What are some of the bad 
things about smartphones?

 8. Tell the meaning of these 
words: destination, signal, 
inventor, code, instantly, 
vibration, convert, operator, 
broadcast, mobile, landline, 
cell tower, download, GPS, 
socialize.  

TEACHERS: 
 

    Cloze Exercises and Short-Answer Tests for each month of 
Easy English NEWS will be posted at the website by the first of 
the month, or earlier.

There are audio readings of several of the articles. You’ll also 
find a list of links to Youtube videos that help give more visual 
information about some of the articles. 

You can also find this month’s Teacher’s Guide and Quizzes at 
our website if you didn’t get one, or if you lost yours.

Browse the website for these and other FREE materials. You’ll 
also find books I’ve written to help students learn English.  

Elizabethclaire.com

To All Readers of Easy English NEWS:
We want your ideas!

Easy English NEWS is your newspaper. We need your ideas 
to make it better and better. 

We are going to send a survey* to our readers in January. You 
will get it in your email if you have signed up at our website, 
elizabethclaire.com.

The survey will ask questions about Easy English NEWS and 
what you are learning from it. It will ask what other kinds of 

articles you’d like to 
read about. 

Make sure you are 
signed up so you can 
give us your ideas.  
The survey is easy. 
It may take less than 
ten minutes. You just 
click to answer the 
questions. 

Elizabeth Claire
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116th Congress noun phrase. 
There have been 115 Congresses 
since 1789.
address 1. verb. To speak to a 
group. 2. noun. A speech.
against the law prepositional 
phrase. Not permitted.
agree verb. To have the same 
idea as another person.
alien document noun phrase. A 
permanent resident card for an 
immigrant to live in the U.S. 
app noun. (application) A 
software program that can do a 
certain task on a smartphone.
appetite noun. Desire to eat.
approve verb. To say yes.
arrest verb. To take into 
custody by the police.
arson noun. A crime of setting 
fire to property.
assassinate verb. To kill an 
important person.
assault noun. A crime of 
attacking and hurting a person.
attempt verb. To try to do 
something.
average noun. In the middle.
beef noun. Meat from a cow.
boycott verb/noun. To stop  
using a service in order to make 
a company change some rules.
break the fast verb phrase. To 
eat after a period of not eating.
broadcast verb. To give news 
or information on TV or radio.
burglary noun. Entering into a 
building secretly, to steal things.
Cabinet noun. The group of the 
president’s top advisors.
campaign noun. A work project 
to achieve a certain goal.
cancel verb. To stop an event 
from happening. 
Capitol noun. The building 
where Congress works.
carjacking noun. Stealing a car 
from the driver. 
cell tower noun. A tall 
structure to support cellphone 
communication. 
child abuse noun phrase. 
Hurting a child physically or 
psychologically.
civil rights noun phrase. The 
rights that citizens have in a 
society to be treated fairly.
climate change noun phrase. 
The recent record-breaking 
heat, cold, drought, rainfall 
that scientists say is caused by 
human activities. 
code noun. A system of signals 
for letters of the alphabet.
commit verb. To do; to promise 
to do. 
conditions noun, plural. The 
way things are right now.
Congress noun. The part of the 
U.S. government that makes 
laws for the country.
conspiracy noun. A secret plan 
between two or more people to 
do a crime. 
convert verb. To cause to 
change.
corruption noun. Illegal actions 
by government officers to make 
themselves rich.
costume noun. Special clothes 
that make a person look like 
someone or something else.
crime noun. An act that is 
against the law: stealing, 
murder, selling drugs, etc.
debt noun. Money that is owed 
to someone else. 
Democrat noun. A member of a 
political party that often favors 
government social programs to 

help the poor. 
deposit verb. To put money or a 
check into a bank account.
destination noun. A place to 
which a person is going.
disturbing the peace verb phrase, 
idiom. A crime: to make loud 
noises, fight, swear, act drunkenly 
in a place that is usually quiet.
diverse adjective. Having 
members of many different races, 
religions, ages, genders, etc.
dome noun. A rock formation 
that looks like a circular roof.
download verb. To receive a 
program from a website. 
Eastern Orthodox adjective 
phrase. Of the Catholic church 
in eastern European countries. 
eclipse noun. A covering up of 
the moon by the earth’s shadow. 
embezzlement noun. The crime 
of secretly stealing money from 
a business that one works for.
engineer noun. A person who 
designs or builds machines, 
buildings, bridges, etc.
ethics noun. A set of standards 
for right behavior.
extortion noun. The crime of 
forcing someone to give up 
money by threatening danger.
felony noun. A serious crime.
fine noun. Payment of money, 
as a punishment.
First Lady noun phrase. The 
president’s wife.
force verb. To use physical 
power or violence. 
forge verb. The act of signing 
another person’s name to a 
check or document.
gambling noun. Betting money 
on games of chance. 
glacier noun. A slow-moving 
river of frozen ice and snow.
goal noun. A target or purpose. 
GPS  Global positioning 
System noun phrase. A 
satellite-based system that can 
help travelers drive to their 
destination.
granite noun. A kind of rock.
Gregorian adjective. Of 
the calendar set up by Pope 
Gregory in 1582.
guilty adjective. Responsible 
for doing a crime.
habit noun. A person’s usual 
way of doing things. 
Half Dome noun phrase. The 
name of a rock formation in 
Yosemite National Park. It looks 
like half of a building’s dome.
harm verb/noun. Hurt. 
hike  verb. To walk in woods or 
on trails in the mountains.
holy adjective. Sacred; special, 
honored by a religion.
honor verb. To show respect 
and admiration.
House of Representatives 
noun. One part of Congress. 
Representatives are based on 
the number of people in a state. 
huge adjective. Very, very big.
identity theft noun phrase. 
Secretly using a person’s Social 
Security Number and other 
personal information to take out 
loans or charge accounts. 
impeach verb. To accuse a 
president or judge of a crime.
improve verb. To make 
something better; to get better.
influence noun. (under the 
influence) Being affected by.
infrastructure noun. A nation’s 
roads, airports, bridges, tunnels, 
dams, water supply, etc. 

instantly adverb. With no time 
between sending and receiving.
intoxication noun. Drunkenness.
introduce verb. To present 
something for the first time.
inventor noun. A person who 
creates something new.
investigate verb. To look for 
facts, reasons, or solutions to a 
mystery.
Joint Chiefs of Staff noun 
phrase. The top commanders of 
the Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force.
Julian adjective. Of the 
calendar set up by Julius Caesar 
in 46 BC.
junior (Jr.) adjective. A son 
with the same name as his father. 
justice noun. A judge on the 
Supreme Court.
kidnapping noun. The stealing 
of a person, usually a child.
landline noun. A telephone that 
is connected by wire.
limit verb. To keep something 
small or reduced.
lunar adjective. Of the Moon.
major adjective. More 
important; larger.
majority noun. Having more 
than half of a total number.
majority leader noun phrase. A 
leader of the political party that 
in the majority in the Senate. 
mall noun. A long park in 
Washington, D.C. with many 
monuments. 
manslaughter [MAN SLAW 
tuhr] noun. The unlawful killing 
of a person without an intention 
to do it.
march noun/verb. A parade of 
people with signs, to show their 
feelings about something.
melt verb. To change from a 
solid to a liquid, as ice to water.
member noun. A person who is 
part of a group. 
message noun. Information sent 
from one person to another.
minister noun. Church leader.
minor adjective. Smaller, less 
important; noun. A person under 
18 years of age.
minority noun. The group that 
has fewer than half of the total.
minority leader noun phrase. 
The leader of the political party 
that has fewer members in the 
House or Senate.
misdemeanor [mis duh MEEN 
uhr] noun. A minor crime. 
mobile adjective. Able to work  
wherever someone moves it.
monolith noun. A huge rock.
movement noun. A large 
number of people and 
organizations who are asking 
for some changes in society.
mug verb. To take money by 
force from a person on the street.
mule noun. A large, strong farm 
animal with a donkey father and 
a horse mother. 
mummer noun. A person in a 
costume, especially at a festival.
network noun. A group of TV 
stations that are connected.
Nobel Peace Prize noun phrase. 
A prize for a person who helps 
create peace in the world.
non-violence noun. Actions 
without using force.
operator noun. An employee 
of a telephone company who 
connects callers to others. 
orbit noun. The path that a 
planet follows around the sun, 
or the Moon around the Earth.
Orthodox adjective. Old, 
traditional, original form of a 
religion, with strict rules.

out of sync prepositional 
phrase. Not happening at the 
same time. 
patent noun. A legal right 
granted by the government 
for the inventor of an item to 
manufacture or sell it. 
penalty noun. A punishment for 
a crime.
perjury noun. The crime of 
telling a lie in court.
pickpocket noun. A criminal 
who steals money from a 
person’s purse or pocket.
plead verb. To state if one 
is guilty or not guilty when 
accused of a crime.
political party noun phrase. 
An organization of people with 
similar ideas about government.
preside verb. To be in charge of 
a meeting 
property noun. Things that a 
person owns: money, car, etc.
public intoxication noun 
phrase. Being drunk outside of 
one’s home, disturbing others.
pulse noun. A short burst of 
electricity through a wire.
punishment noun. A penalty, or 
jail sentence for a person who 
has been found guilty.
purse snatcher noun phrase. 
A person who grabs someone’s 
handbag and runs.
radiation noun. Energy that 
all things give off, heat, light, 
invisible rays. 
radio waves noun phrase, 
plural. Electromagnetic 
radiation; a series of repeating 
peaks and valleys of radiation 
generated by a transmitter and 
then detected by a receiver. 
raft verb. To move on water on 
a flat boat with no sides.
ranger noun. A person who 
works at a national park.
rape verb/noun. To force a 
person to have sexual intercourse.
reduce verb. To lower or make 
smaller.
reflect verb. To give back light, 
like a mirror.
represent verb. To speak for a 
group of people.
representative noun. A person 
elected from a district to go to 
Congress to make laws.
Republican noun. A member 
of one of the two major 
political parities, usually with 
conservative and business 
values.
resolution noun. A promise to 
do something.
riddle noun. A question with a 
trick or unexpected answer.
rotten adjective. Spoiled, bad 
as food.
scam noun. Getting a person’s 
money through fake stories, 
fake websites, fake threats.
scene noun. The place where 
something has happened.
segregation noun. The 
separation of people by race, 
color, language, age, gender, etc.
Senate noun. One of the two 
houses of Congress, with two 
senators from each state.
senator noun. A person elected 
to Congress to help make laws.
sequoia noun. A giant tree, the 
oldest living things; related to 
giant redwood trees.
shadow noun. An area of 
darkness caused by something 
blocking the light.
shoplift verb. To steal things 
from a store.
signal noun. A way to give 
information to another person.

sit-in noun. A method of 
integrating restaurants during 
the Civil Rights movement. 
White and black people sat at 
lunch counters together and 
would not move until they were 
served. 
skyscraper noun. A very tall 
building in a city.
slam verb. To shut a door or 
window quickly, with force.
socialize verb. To talk, relate to, 
and interact with other people.
Speaker of the House noun 
phrase. The person elected by 
the majority party who presides 
over the activities of the House 
of Representatives.
split adjective. In two different 
groups.
stank verb, past tense of stink. 
Smell terrible.
state noun. Condition.
state of the union noun phrase. 
Condition of the United States. 
statute noun. Law.
statutory adjective. Based on 
a law. 
stinky adjective. Having a very 
bad smell. 
stolen goods noun phrase. 
Things that have been stolen. 
stranger noun. A person you 
don’t know.
stylus noun. A small pencil-like 
device for pressing small letters 
on a cell phone. 
suffer verb. To feel pain from 
some action or condition.
survey noun. A questionnaire 
asking for opinions.
syllable noun. A small part of a 
word with one vowel sound.
sympathy noun. Compassion or 
understanding for other people’s 
hurts or problems. 
telegraph noun. A device to 
send messages to a distant place. 
territory noun. A land that 
belongs to a country, but is not 
a state. 
text verb. To send a written 
message by cell phone.
thief noun. A person who steals 
secretly, in a quiet way.
thread noun. A very thin string 
used for sewing. 
tie vote noun phrase. A vote 
with equal numbers on both 
sides; 50 to 50.
total adjective Complete. 
touch screen noun phrase. A 
screen on a phone or iPad that 
a person can affect by touching. 
tourist noun. A person who 
travels to see new places.
trail noun. A path for hikers or 
horses. 
transmitter noun. A device for 
sending electrical signals or 
radio waves. 
treaty noun. An agreement 
between two nations. 
under the influence 
prepositional phrase. Drunk; 
having poor ability to drive 
because of alcohol or drugs.
union noun. The states that 
joined together to create the 
United States.
valley noun. A long low area 
that has been worn down 
created by a river or glacier.
veto verb. To say no; to refuse 
to sign a bill into law.
vibration noun. A very rapid 
motion back and forth.
violence noun. Harmful force.
vowel noun. A sound made 
without lips, teeth, or tongue 
stopping the air. 
warn verb. To tell someone 
about a danger.


